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nlHlLEMON HOLLAND, 'the Translator Pljilemon 
Generall in his age,' was born at Chelms- J^<»Uaiid'« 
ford in 155S. From the Grammar School upbrine- 
of his native town he passed in proper ing 
course to Trinity College, Cambridge, of 
which august foundation he was succes- 
sively scholar and fellow. Thereafter he 
gave himself to the study of medicine, graduated M.D. in 
1595, and settled at Coventry in the same year to the 
practice of his profession. Materials are lacking wherefrotn 
to compose an accurate biography ; anecdote for the most 
part supplies the place of fact ; and it is in his works that 
we must seek the securest evidence of his talent and dignity. 
Yet from these scanty branches we may throw the vague 
shadow of a rarely amiable career. 

We know not what pursuits or ambitions engrossed him Tlie Coventry, 
before the year of his arrival in Coventry. Perhaps he was *' "" 
of those whose mind and character are not hastily shaped. 
But he was past forty when he commenced the practice of 
phytic ; and it was not until he bad completed his tenth 
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THE HISTORIE OF 

INTRO- lustre that he found the real task of his life. He coo! 
DUCTION have found a better theatre for his gifts than the Cm 
which he loved so well, and which in return gene 
acknowledged the honour conferred by his presence, ] 
not then the tourist-haunted city of bicycles and of P| 
Tom ; the houses, now the antiquary's delight, were 
all fair with fresh stucco and painted beam ; in the ■ 
roadway, shadowed by the upper stories, from whi( 
inmates might exchange handkerchiefs and messages d 
passed the staid scholars and niflltng adventurers of ] 
glorious age ; and upon all smiled — as they still smilt 
lofty steeples of Trinity and St. Michael's. Yet it <f 
Warwickshire of to-day — the land of Sliakespeav^ 
Shakespeare still inglorious! Down the stately at 
less stately then, but already avenues, went PW 
Holland to the unruined Kenilworth, late witness d 
Ilobsart's beauty, and to the enduring splendours of 
wick. Wherever he paid his visits he was welcon 
was he not the scholar of whom all the county was || 
Was he not the kindly physician, who healed not forB 
but for healing's sake ? I 

So he tended the sick in charity, and grew poor. ■ 
ever the pestilence raged, or fever burned, there 
Holland, bringing with him the comfort of medicil 
good counsel. But his worldly wisdom was not eq 
hii skill, and his reputation dwindled as his gem 
increased. The great houses which received him 
eminent wit and renowned scholar were not dispo 
trust his knowledge of physic, and Holland, still m 
the attack of poverty and disease, was driven J 
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safety to aoother profession. He became an usher, and for INTRO- ^ 
thirty years he instructed the youth of Coventry in sound D^CTIOil 
theology and polite learning. The building wherein for so His career 
long he vorked and taught still stands, though turned to ^ 
baser uecs ; and the mere fabric, which now echoes to the 
raucous sound of popular psalmody, helps us to reconstruct 
the life of the ancient scholar. With the outward seeming 
of a Gothic church, the old school preserves its character of 
austere simplicity. Once were ranged within its walls the 
worn benches of poor and patient scholars. There in a 
corner stood the priceless library — now fallen into unutter- 
able decay — whose volumes, then considted by learned men, 
were presently torn for fire-lighting and meaner offices, 
and whose slim catalogue, written in a princely hand and 
boond iu vellum, one would like to believe the handiwork 
of Holland. Pursuing scholarship, he cherished the fine 
ambitioo of making other scholars. Though he was hut an 
usher in a free school, it was a distinction to he trained by 
his intelligence, and we hear of many a great nobleman whose 
tottering steps were first guided by the erudite Philemon. 
Thus George, Lord Berkeley, was at the age of twelve placed Some of his ] 
under his charge, and Lucius Cary, the great Lord Falkland, wl«»I»" 
was a constant visitor at the school. Now Falkland's youth 
had been wild ; he had been apt, aaith report, ' to stab and 
do bloody mischief; but he, too, falling under the sway 
of Holland, grew into a grave student. ' I have heard Dr. 
' Ralph Bathurst say' — it is Aubrey who speaks— ' that, ' 

' when be was a boy, my Lord Falkland lived at Coventry 
' (where he had then a bouse), and that he would sett up 
r late at nights at his study, and many times came to 
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INTRO- less Mr, Mayor and his brethren would have pleased 
DUCTION the end, but HoUand himself found his new office irk 
The honour, which might have flattered the scholar t' 
years earlier, came too late. He was well past seventh 
however great was his ardour to frame scholars, hn 
not or would not govern the fortunes of a school,! 
months sufficed to weary him, and on November] 
'Doctor Holland came to this House' — so say thei 
— *and desired to leave the place of head Schoole|| 
' of the ffree Grammar Schoole of this Citie, and j 
' that in convenient tyme this House would provide OBl 
Whether or no he resumed his ancient office of us 
unknown ; but it is certain that henceforth he fell 
poverty, and that the declining years of his life were 
in painful embarrassment. 

Disabled by age from travelling abroad, he could I 

" practise physic nor attend his pupils. He had sual 

moreover, a great charge of children, and his strt 

circumstances were but the unhappy consequence 

lifelong devotion to charity and sound learning. O) 

came to his aid — in 1632 — with an annual stipend) 

6a. 8d., not princely nor even sufficient, but at 1 

welcome recognition of his worth. Moreover, an 8^ 

his University was not unheard, and Henry Smyth, -i 

of Magdalen, and Vice- Chancellor, published in l|j 

rer- quaint licence which here follows : — ' In considersl 

™6'' ' the learning and worthy parts of Dr. Philemon H| 

'^ ' and in consideration of his want of means to rellel 

' now in his old age, I have given leave that he 

' receive such charitable benevolence as the Mw 
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• Fellows in every College shall be pleased to bestow upon INTRO 
' him/ The Vice-Chancellor was further persuaded to DUCTIO 
record that not only had Holland translated divers works, 
but that ' for sixty years he had kept good hospitality, sit 
toia Covcntria tath,'' and that therefore he was worthy an 
amiable consideration. One hopes that the appeal was 
generously answered, and that he who had done so much for 
learning received from the learned a generous recompense. 

And so death found him, a grave and dignified scholar, The 
full of years, and honoured in an honourable poverty. In tranalator 
the year 1637 ' this eminent Translator,' to use Fuller's ' 

phrase, ' was translated to a better life.' Coventry proved 
her respect by a monument in Trinity Church, and it is to 
the city's eternal glory that she recognised a great man and 
worthy citizen in this simple maker of mighty folios. Nor 
was lie ever behind in gratitude, and when — in 1609 — he 
dedicated his Jmmianus MarcclUnia 'to the right wor-Tlietioa 
' shipful the Mayor, and his Brethren, the Aldermen, etc., which bound 
' of the Citie of Coventry,' he composed such an eloquent Coventrp 
tribute to his patrons as nobly repaid their respectful con- 
sideration. Therein he applauds the chief magistrate and 
grave senators of Coventry, first for their wise and moderate 
government of the place, 'which hath afforded unto him 
both quiet repose and meanes also to follow his studies' ; 
and secondly, for the affectionate love they have always 
borne to good literature, a love 'testified by courteous 
' entertainment of learned men ; by competent salaries 
' allowed from time to time to such professors as have 
' peaceably and with discreet carriage bestowed their talents 

* among you ; by exhibitions given to poor scholars in the 
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INTRO- dogma, then as now u. delicate office. Science and t 
DUCTION were already at war, and though Holland, being a phj 
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id a classic, miglit have been expected to flout ortht 
he deferred in all respect to the authority of divines 
prefaced his translation of Pliny, the most popular 
works, with an apology for his author's paganism, 
is one scruple, he confesses, which troubles him not a 
He fears that Pliny, attributing so much to Natun 
seem to derogate from God, to the heathen ayvaiiTTO' 
since he would neither corrupt men's manners, nor pn 
the Christian faith, he conferred with sundry divine 
strengthened him in his purpose. Wherefore he n 
to finish the work which he had begun, that he 
not 'defraud the world of so rich a gem for one 
blemish appearing therein.' Such was his view of th 
a cautious mixture of common-sense and modesty 
does it differ widely from the prudence of to-dojj 
would claim a respect fur both the houses. No ill 
himself was ranged on the side of science ; but wifi 
forethought he saw the danger of disturbing belief 
was only after taking counsel with eminent dlvin 
he deemed himself justified in dressing Pliny in an.^ 
habit. 

But before all things he was, in Fuller's ptii 
hl'hif*"'e"" '^^^^'****^ Gcnerall in his age.' North and . 
are each the heroes of one book. Philemon 
a legend ; as it were, translation made concrete, 
as great a fame by his splendid versions as have 
by their own invented fables. Epigrams were 
upon his fiiir achievements; his prowess was cell 
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adulatory verses, and the single pen wherewith he indited a INTRO- 1 
whole work has grown into a sort of fair^'-tale. Moreover, DUC'TION 
the fairy-tale, like every piece of folk-lore, lias its variants. The 
The translator's son informs the world that Plutarch-,, '^'^-**'^ 
Morals all fell upon paper from one quill, while Aubrey 
prefers to believe that it was the Livy which was thus 
honoured. Whichever be the truth, the story is found 
in all the books of anecdotes, further embellished with a 
r|uatraii], more amiable than accomplished. Thus it rum : — 

' This booke I vrote witli one poore Pen 
Made of a grey Goose Quill : 
A Pen I found it, us'd before, 
A Pea I leave it stilL' 

The pen's destiny also is variously described. Aubrey im- Itadestiujrl 
plies that it was presented to the Lady Harington. who 
'embellished it with silver, and kept it among her rare 
KetfL^Xia'' -, while Henry Holland declares that it was 
begged by an ancient gentlewoman {mother of a noble 
Countesse yet living) who garnished it in silver, and kept 
it as a monument,' Fuller, on the other hand, gives a 
ariant of his own, precise and circumstantial as the others. 
This Monumental Pen,' writes the author of the Worthies, 
he solemnly kept and showed to my reverend Tutor, 
Doctor Samuel Ward. It seems he leaned very lightly 
on the Neb thereof, though weightily enough, in another 
sense, performing not slightly, but solidly what he under- 
took.' If he kept it, you may be sure that he kept it 
solemnly,' and you smile at the moral tag which he 
as well deserved as Fuller could ill have avoided. But, 
indeed, his pea was something better than a mere piece 
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of folk-lore; in Holland's hand it was a cunning^ 
ment. Once upon a time there existed in the libi 
Coventry School a manuscript of Euclid's Harmonics 
Doctor's own handwriting. And so beautiful 
rumour, that Baskerville, the prince of printers, im] 
for his own peerless Greek fount. But to-day it 
Bible to confirm the rumour or to admire the calig 
For the only trace of Euclid's Harmonica is an entr 
ancient catalogue. 

' The Translator Generall in his age ' ! And thi 
claim to the genuine spirit of Elizabeth's reign, 
played his part in the re-birth of England. He, t< 
than Drake and Raleigh, was a gentleman adventitt 
too, set sail to cross unknown seas to discover mjff 
continents. A literary captain, a scholarly pirate, llj 
dered strange realms, and never did he return from m 
without a costly spoil. In his enterprise were <Q 
the recklessness and curiosity of a valiant generatioB 
it least characteristic of him that he regarded his cd 
and the conquests of others as new-made citizenJ 
prisoners of peace. Livy, said be, has twice bi 
franchised ' by the French ; and when he offers tha 
meed of praise to Sir Thomas North, ' FlutarchJ 
claims, ' has newly come to London.' And it was | 
task — the task of translation, to which he set bimsi 
in truth, it needed no apology. Yet he spoke at 
with a wise enthusiasm in his preface to Pliny. ' jj 
said he, 'cannot aid _facerc srribcTida, aut scribcre t 
It was not for him to perform mighty deeds, nor \ 
the deeds of living heroes. So there remained on] 
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another dress to the works of others, and this he did INTRO-J 
•ith an eloquence and a spirit which no man has ever DUCTIOS 
surpassed. . 

Though his own age accepted the gift he gave, there were Fuller's 
yet cavillers, and Fuller was but a mouthpiece when he " 
declared that 'some decry all Translators as Interlopers, 
' spoiling the Trade of teaming, which should be driven 
' among scholars alone.' But Fuller found a ready answer : 
' This opinion,' said he, ' resents too much of envy, that 
' such gentlemen who cannot repair to the Fountain, should 
' be debarred access to the Stream.' So it was that Mon- and 
Uigne, who had no Greek, gave *prick and praise unto Jacques MonUigne •.'^ 
Auiyot " ; for the wisdom of Plutarch was Montaigne'a daily 
sustenance, and it was only in his compatriot's version that 
be could read the Parallel Lives. And nobly he justified his 
own lack of knowledge. 'We that are in the number of 
' the ignorant,' wrote he, in a sort of apology, ' had been 
' utterly confounded, had not his book raised us from the 
' dost of ignorance. . . . Even Ladies are therewith able to 
■ confront Masters of Arts, It is our breviary." Thus North's 
PluluTck was a breviary unto Shakespeare ; thus Holland's 
masterpieces were breviaries unto many generations, and 

liave descended to us rich treasuries of sound English 

ffise interpretation. 
For Holland possessed aU the rare and various gifts of Holltuid's ' 
the translator. To him no language came amiss; be had *' 
a marvellous skill in Latin and Greek, while Italian and 
French were as familiar as bis own tongue. So while North 
could only rely upon Amyot, Holland could supplement a 
'aJ study of the original with the borrowed wisdom of 
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INTRO- foreign commentators. Wherefore, with a certain iroi 

DUCTION thus forestalls his critics. 'Have I varied in some 

His skill iti ' from the French or Italian ? ' he asks ; ' censured 1 1) 

UiiRuages , ^^^ j^jjj j^^pjy reproved : but like as Alcibiades said t 

' -Trara^ov ovv Kal axovvov, i.e., strike hardly (Etiril 

' so yon keare me apeake : even so say I ; Find fault aod 

' not ; but with al, read the original better before ] 

* sentence.' None knew more clearly than he thaf 

his critics could read the original either better < 

and he was right to entrench himself behind the I 

against the attacks of French or Italian. But \ 

a still higher qualification for his task than a 1 

A imiater of Greek and Latin. He was a master of robi 

ofEuglkl. varied English. Like the best of his contempon^ 

ignored the commonness of speech. No man evq 

as Holland wrote. Even when he is most fain) 

periods pass like a pageant or march as armed men. ) 

HU versions But well as he knew his original, majestically as he ) 

not literal j^j^ ^^^ tongue, he made no attempt to fit the[ 

the other. His was not the ingenuity which woi| 

a foreign phrase in native English, and tried by thel 

standard of perfect consonance his translations] 

their effect. He did not put Livy and Suetooid 

appropriate dress; rather he took Suetonius or U 

tricked them out in the garb of his own time. \ 

he gives us not an accurate reflection of the ori^ 

a quick vision of Livy or Suetonius as they mu 

been had they been bom in Elizabethan Englafl 

commentary upon his own style is an astounding . 

criticism, and at the same time an intimate rev^ 
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uteenth-century prose. ' According to this purpose and INTRO- ■ 
' intent of mine I frame my pen,' so he writes, ' not to any DUCTION 
' effective phrase, but to a mean and popular style, wherein, A criiidsm 

' if I have called again into use some old words, let it be "' | **" ^m 

' attributed to the love of my country- language : if the ^M 

* sentence be not bo concise, couched and knit together as ^H 
' the original, loth I was to be obscure and darke : have I not ^^| 

* Englished every phrase aptly ? each nation hath several ^^M 

* manneis, yea, and terms appropriate by themselves.'' ^^| 

There in a nutshell is Holland's theory of style and trans- ^H 

IstioD. He believed (what man ever knew himself?) that ^^| 

he was writing in a mean and popular style ! And so ill- ^^| 

grounded was his belief, that you have but to Lonipare ^^| 

his magni6cent periods with the pamphlets of his time, to ^H 

realise the splendour of his manner, the effectiveness of his ^| 

phrase. His love of old words, on the other hand, is ^H 

apparent and honourable. Old they were then ! How ^^| 

much older and more dignified do they appear to-day ! ^^| 

And how severe a reproach is this one phrase of an ancient ^^| 

master to those shallow, ignorant critics — loquacious in our ^^| 

midst — who assert that no word is admissible in written ^^| 

English which they themselves do not employ in their ^^| 

ill-done, ungrateful task of journey-work ! But when, again, ^| 

Holland confesses his prose less concise than the original. His ^| 
he puts his finger upon a true quality, whether a vice or prolixity ^B 

virtueL Never is he ' knit together ' with the precision of H 

bis lAtin or his Greek. He embroiders his author with a ^| 

freedom and liveliness which are delightful and (maybe) ^^| 

in^ipositc. When he is at work, Pliny and Plutarch are ^H 

poured into the same mould, and, different as is the prime ^^| 
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I INTRO- material, they both take on the admirable shape of their 
pUCTlON doughty translator. Thus it is that Holland based his 

practice upon his theory; and whether or no you approve 

the reasoning, you must needs acknowledge the splendour 

of the result. 

In brief, he translated well, because he wrote admirably. 

His style was so much a part of himself, that be sacrificed 
His prefaces in his versions the subtlety of imitation. His prefaces are 

master-pieces of good judgment and sound English. Here, 

I for instance, is a sketch of Padua, the birthplace of Livy, 

fashioned with all his plenitude of phrase and sound : ' My 
' purpose is not here to enter into a large field and rhetori- 
' col discourse of his praises in regard of any gifts of fortune 
' wherewith he was plentifully enriched : namely the place 
' of his nativity, a city more ancient by 400 years than 
' Rome, dourishing in martial puissance, able to set out and 
' maintain 100,000 fighting men for the wars ; in stately 
' port at home; having a nobility of 400 in number; in 
' gorgeous and costly buildings ; in traffic and frequent 
' affluence of merchants thither ; as also, that Venice was a 
' Colony deducted and drawn from thence ; and which is not 
' the least, how at this day the famous University there, 
' affordeth excellent professors in all kind of learning,' 
In such terms he set forth the excellences of the city, and 
it is not surprising that his translations are brilliant with 
His purple purple patches. Turn, for instance, to Hannibal's passage of 
patches the Alps, and you will find not Livy but a masterpiece of 

L English. Or, if you be so minded, glance at Plutarch's essays 
On Curiosity or On Superstition, and you will delight not 
in the cold phrase of Plutarch, but in a piece of learned 
xxii 
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Eoglish, which seems the near forerunner of Burton's own INTRO- 
Anatomy. And thus we arrive at the best measure of his DUCTION. , 
talent: with leisure and opportunity he might have been H 

a Montaigne or a BuHou. He, too, miglit have woven the His H 

woof of research into the web of fancy. He, too, might po**i''ili'i*B 
have lived in a tower, or a college room, and eked out a H 

sluggish imagination with apt quotings from recondite or ^H 

forgotten authors. All the materials of an original master- ^^H 

piece are there — style, erudition, curiosity ; but he preferred ^^| 

the pedestrian office of the translator, and he succeeded so ^^| 

well that in his own lifetime he conquered an easy fame, ^^| 

and that immortality, the shyest of the demons, has not ^^H 

remained deaf to his call. ^^| 

Thomas Fuller, who occupied himself most amiably with E^uUer's ^H 
Philemon Holland, declared that ' the Books alone of his "Pin'on ^| 
' Turning into English will make a Country Gentleman a ^H 

' competent library for Historians.'' Nowadays it is some- ^H 

thing of a disgrace in a book to be indispensable to a ^^| 

gentleman's library; but in Fuller's day, culture was not ^^| 

yet the possession of the people, and the compliment was ^^| 

sincerely paid. The works of Holland might then, and still ^^| 

may, complete a noble bookcase. His originals, as they ^^| 

were admirably turned, were wisely chosen. First came the ^H 

monumental Livy — in 1600 — dedicated in terms of customary The Litj ^| 
adulation to Queen Elizabeth. He modestly describes his H 

p^ormance as the first fruits of a few years' ' study," and he H 

begs the most gracious Lady to accept them ' for the benefit H 

oijoyed of life and liberty.' Thereafter he acclaims 'the Its H 

' incomparable perfections resplendent in your Royal person : <'^''"*"'"» S 
' the wonder of the World.' But no man had more securely H 

xxiii H 
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INTRO- the gift of Euphuistic English, and his dedications are a 

DUCTION and all noble exercises in the art of adulation. Within a 

The PUny single year came the vast folio, Plint/, whose bulk alone is 

w an eloquent tribute to the authors energy and patience. 

H Inscribed in the general terms of flattery to the Right 

H Honourable Sir Ilobert Cecil, it was prefaced by admirable 

H discourses upon theology and the art of translation. The 

H author precisely chimed with the curious spirit of the 

m age, and it is no wonder that this one of Holland's works 

f was the most popular. 

|J?»WBKrfl'* Then followed a third vast folio, the Morab of Plutarch, 

iJfbnMi addressed in a piece of ama/ing prose to James i., whom 

I he describes as his *dear Lord and dread Sovereign." 

L The opening is so fantastic and withal so characteristic 

H of the writer, that it stands here as a specimen of 

H Jacobean extravagance. 'In this general joy of affcc- 

H ' tionate and loyal subjects/ thus begins the learned 

H doctor, 'testified by their frequent confluence from all 

H ' parts, longing for nothing so much as the full fruition 

H ' of that beautiful Star, which lately upon the shutting in 

H ' of evening with us after our long Summer's day, immedi- 

H ' ately by his radiant beams maintained still a twilight from 

H ' the North, and within some few hours appeared bright 

H * shining above our Horizon, suffering neither the dark night 

H ' and confused Chaos of Anabchy to overspread and sub- 

H ' vert, nor the turbulent tempests and bloody broils of 

H ' factious sidings to trouble and subvert our state : I also 

H ' for my part could not stay behind, but in testimony of 

H ■ semblable love and allegiance shew myself; and withal, 

H ' most humbly present unto your Highness this Philosophy 
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' of PLtTTARCH.' In sucb terms did conscious merit add) 
itself to the throne of royalty, when James i. was kii 
and that such extravagance is not permitted to-day, is due 
not to a lofty regard for the literal truth, but to a pitiful 
incapacity to frame so grandiose a period. 

But Holland never fell below the proper level of eloquence, Hia other 
and his Suetonius (1606), of which more presently, was 
dedicated with a rare propriety to the Lady Harington. 
Nor even now have we completed the tale of his works. 
Such trifles as Ammianus MarcdUmcs, Camden's Britannia, 
and the CyropeBilia were also Englished after his imperial 
manner. And we must not forget his single incursion into 
what for him must have appeared light literature. Once 
eTen he condescended to translate that strange compost of 
medicine and superstition, Regimen Sanitatis Salemi, or, 
in his own phrase, 'the Schoole of Salemes Regiment of 
' Health, containing most learned and judicious directions, 

* and instructions, for the Preservation, Guide and Govern- 

* ment of Man a Life,' l"he book's simple rules, which you 
may be sure the old scholar followed himself, are translated 
into a simple doggrell. Here is a sample : — 

'Shun Busie caree, rash sjigers, which displease. 
Light cupping, little driuk, do cause great ease.' 

It is poor stuft', and the Doctor too willingly indorses the 
raedisval nostrums. But this was the mere diversion of 
a serious mind, and does not lighten by an ounce the 
writer's grave reputation. He still remains the first trans- 
lator of his age; and if the Bible is the Shakespeare of 
translation, thee Philemon Holland is the ingenious Ben 
•lonson of a splendid craft. 
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The Suetonitu But the SueioniuJ!, here repniited, is the finest I 

his toil, and tlie reason is not far to seek. Holland 
not so much translate as compose an original work 
a given theme, and Suetonius was a theme which app 
to his profoundest sympathy. Indeed, the author o 
Twelve Caesars was quickened by the self-same spirit ^ 
quickened the biographers of Holland's own time. ' 
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withhU 
author 



genius was a genius of anecdotage, and nothing was! 
tial to his purpose save such facts as appear inn 
the pedantic historian. We may ransack antiquity in 
to find his equal, but we shall easily recognise ii 
Athena: Oxonienaes the love of scandal and intimat 
firmities, which gives a very present life and energyl 
immortal book. As we read the Twelve CteaarSy we \ 
that they were Emperors ; we are persuaded at ever 
that they were men, and, maybe, monsters of inv 
For to Suetonius the greatest hero was made of coi 
(or of uncommon) clay; or at any rate he assuiiM 
heroism as familiar, and explained with infinite p| 
and circumstance that Emperors are memorable fi 
trigue, infirmity, and crime. He was possessed, ia 
Tlie curioBity with the indefatigable curiosity of the modem jotiil 
of Suetonius no|.),ii,g „aa sacred from his prying eye ; and he gatht 
his facts with the reporter's own superficial love oi 
for their own sake, and without the lightest regard tl 
social or historical import. ' 

Yet it is not for us to resent the shamelessnesa I 
method. Many a vice is converted by the centutif 
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a shining virtue, and Paul Pry, an odious figure to-day, 
may appear to-morrow the fearless benefactor of posterity. 
Time has the trick of hallowing even gossip, and there 
is no detail so trivial and so impertinent hut it appears 
tDteresting, nay sacred, in the biography of a man long 
since dead. Thus we are constrained to admire in the 
past that which we deprecate in the present; and if the 
present eavesdroppers make conquest of immortality, our 
remote descendants will no doubt welcome their indiscre- 
tions as an invaluable commentary, though they too will 
deplore most strenuously their own contemporary gossips. 

And there is a perfect logic in the apparent contradic- 
tion. We lose the habit of censoriousness with the years, 
and we palliate in the dead those vices and follies for 
which we would cut a living man. Moreover, the libel 
law looks not beyond the grave; and though at the mo- 
ment of writing his book Suetonius deserved the pillory, 
he has won at last an admiring appreciation. But it is 
fail conspicuous merit that he drew a series of individual 
portraits ; there is not one of his Emperors who is not 
separated from his fellows rather by the peculiar frailties 
of his temper than by any pubhc achievement. ' Art,' 
UBJ8 M. Marcel Schwoh in a luminous essay on Biography, 
Bh opposed to general ideas; it desires only the unique'; 
■ or in other words, it «c claase pas, il ddclasse. Conquest 
does not set a peculiar stamp upon a man ; intellect defies 
the resources of skilful portraiture. And these truths 
were ever present to Suetonius, who selected for his 
illustration the facts which the more princely historian 
with scorn. For instance, his admiration of 
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INTRO- Augustus .is geaerous and sincere; he applauds bis 
DUCTION administration, and givei full credit to his sense of 
justice; but, having finished with his public life, he 
bids us pay a visit (as it were) to the man himself, and 
reveals to us not only his thought but the ordering of 
bis daily life. 

All thought of the politician, the prig, the literary 
patron, vanishes in an instant. No longer are we contem- 
plating the hero who found Rome brick and left it marble ; 
but a Roman citizen of the first century, whose trivial 
tastes and fancies seem worth recording. Thus (we are 
told) he slept always on a low bed, and wore no apparel 
Bit apparel that was not of housewife's cloth, spun at home by the 
women of his family. In the winter he clad himself stoutly 
against the cold, putting on as many as four coats, and 
a waistcoat of wool; and he had so great a fear of the 
sun, that even at home he always kept upon his head a 
broad-brimmed bat. Careless of elegance as he was in 
his dress, be chose his shoes with much circumspection, 
underlaying the soles that he might appear taller than he 
was. At table, though he ate little meat, he was a gross 
feeder — bread, small fishes, cheese, and green figs being most 
to bis taste. But it was not bis custom to wait for the 
meal-time ; rather be would eat whenever his stomach 
called for food. A small drinker, be delighted most in 
Rbaetian wine; and he seldom drank between meals. 
He preferred a sop of bread soaked in cold water, or a 
piece of cucumber, or a young lettuce-head, or some new- 
gathered apple, sharp and tart. 

His appearance, if not precisely handsome, was surely 
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distinguished, 'He had a pair of clear and shining eyes,' INTRCV 

says Suetonius in the English of Holland; 'wherein also DUCTION 

' (as he would have made men believe) was seated a kind of The 

' divine vigour ; and he joyed much, if a man looking wistly Emperor 8 

' upon him held down his face, as if it were against the 

' brightness of the sun. But in his old age he saw not very 

' well with his left eye. His teeth grew thin in his head, and 

' the same were small and ragged. The hair of his head was 

* somewhat curled and turning downward, and withal of a 
' light yellow colour. His eyebrows met together ; his ears 
' were of a mean bigness ; his nose Imth in the upper part, 
' bearing out round, and also beneath somewhat with the 

* longest. Of colour and complexion, he was between a 

* brown and a fair white. His stature but short.' There 
he is painted, with all his imperfections, by the hand of 
a faithful artist, who knew not how to conceal the truth. 
It may be something of a shock to hear that the Divine 
Augustus saw not well with his left eye, that his teeth were 
small and ragged ; yet it is to his greater glory that 
he should be drawn as a man, than represented in the 
guise of a graven image with a marble intelligence and a 
mechanical gesture. 

But the portraiture of Suetonius does not cease here : he Hit intimate 
heightens the effect by a hundred other intimate touches, peculiwities 
For instance, the Celestial Bear (says he) was marked upon 
the Emperor's breast, and he was not very sound in his left 
bucklebone. Moreover, the forefinger of his right hand 
was so weak, that at times he could scarcely write, even with 
the help of a finger-stall of horn. And no less curious is 
Suetonius when he records the qualities of the Augustan 
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INTRO- mind. He saves from oblivion a dozen tricks of st] 
DUCTION epeecli, which seem to bring the man even more vividi 
HU tricks us than his limping leg or failing speech. Thus, whi 
of speech Emperor pointed to those who would never pay their di 
he was wont to say, ' They will pay at the Greek Calei 
For Augustus, too, loved his little joke. And did he ' 
to express the speed of something over-hastily accomplis 
* It was quicker done,' he would exclaim, 'than asparagi 
boiled." Again, he would substitute haceolus for stu 
vaccrrosus for cerritus; and while others employed the p)| 
male ae habere, he by a euphemism would say vapide. 1^ 
differences are they all, but it is by trivial differenof 
speech that the individual is recognised, and it is to | 
purpose that Suetonius has preserved these subtle traittj 
the more earnest chronicler proudly despises. i} 

The Imperial But Augustus, amid the manifold duties of an aii| 
Tiew of style ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^j^^^ f^^. ^^^ cultivation of literature, ad 
views concerning the I-atin tongue, if not always wise,, 
stoutly maintained. He preferred prepositions to ^ 
endings, we are told, and for the sake of clarity he 4 
repeat his conjunctions very often. So he forestalleil 
development of language, and by an act of prophecy ,1 
pelled Latin to initiate a practice which all the mt 
tongues have followed. Moreover, being a practical , 
tician, rather than an artist in speech, he detested ■ 
stinking savours of dark and obscene words.' Strang) 
pressions, either new or old, were distasteful to him ) 
it was one of his pastimes to gibe his friend Ma^cena^ 
prince of dilettanti, for his myrobrechos rincinnos, and 
to compose parodies of his conceited style. Little co| 
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lave these entertaining details with politics; hut they are INTRO- J 
( very elements of character; and bo it is that while DUCTIOM 
'Tericles is a splendid abstraction, the Roman Emperor 1 

appears, after nineteen centuries, an intelligent and way- 1 

ward human being. I 

Augustus is treated no better than the rest, and there is Suetoiiius'a J 
not one of the Twelve who does not masquerade before us '""t*''ial ■ 
in dressing-gown and slippers. And what a magnificent I 

material did Suetonius choose whereon to exercise his genius I J 

It was a period of colossal enterprise and savage lust. The ^M 

old austerity was dead, and the modern world had not yet ^M 

learned the lesson of restraint. The vastest empire, save The vart ^ 
one, which a triumphant energy has ever fashioned, had s™P"s ■ 
succeeded to the policy of small states. A hundred wealthy ■ 

colonies poured into Rome a willing tribute. Military M 

glory was aided by an unparalleled talent for administra- j 

tion. As no land seemed too distant to subdue, so none ^M 

was too wild for civilisation. The progress of victorious ^M 

armies was marked by the more lasting achievements of ^M 

peaceful ingenuity. 1'he modem general lays his railroad ^M 

as he goes : the Roman warrior, inspired by a similar ^M 

wisdom, threaded the desert by an imperishable highway. ^M 

Wherever a river was to be spanned, he threw across it a ^M 

bridge which has defied the shocks of storm and tide. He ^M 

carried the gift of pure water from hill to hill on the giant V 

aqueducts which attest to-day the Roman omnipotence. 1 

The known world was but a network of Imperial roads, m 

and an army might march without impediment from York ^ 

to Jerusalem. Meanwhile the wealth of tribute gave the The vastw 1 
Emparow means and opportunity to indulge their vices and "°^ J 
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INTRO- pamper their appetites. And surely they rose one a 
DUCTION to the height of the occasion. The masterpiece of Sueto 
might bear for a sub-title : ' the grosser Passions delinea 
for, in truth, there is no passion, no vice, that does not 
itself personified in one or other of the Twelve. ToB 
appears remarkable that so much wickedness should W 
centrated in so few monarchs. But lack of habit acco 
for much, and may be it is natural that the Romani 
centuries accustomed to the Republican ideal, should i 
pret callously the advantages of a tyranny. Here « 
set of men, trained to believe in equality, suddenly nU| 
the summit of divine honours. And with the aid o^ 
monstrous corruption which is the birthright of Cosmdt 
they invented vices, as their generals annexed provincei 
So Suetonius spared no single one of the EmperotW 
lays a blasphemous hand on the great Julius hims^ 
he does not see in this splendid hero the greatest gt 
the wisest statesman, the finest historian that the woA 
known, he yet esteems his virtues, and does all the ji 
of which his unemotional temper is capable to his illuri 
qualities. But the chance of scandal cannot be re| 
and Suetonius omits not even the scurrilous verses i 
time. However, it is with Tiberius that the bio^ 
finds his real talent. The description of the volup^ 
scEva ac lenta natura (tti^Xov at/xaTC tTe<f>vp/i4vov) is dI 
less than stupendous. The Emperor who appointed' 
officer of state, a voluptattbits, easily surpassed the 1| 
de Sade in ingenious cruelty. Whether or no the sojo 
Capri be faithfully described, it remains an insuipi 
record of wild insanity, until at the last the EmpeRX* 
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an. Tacitus himself had no love of Tiberius, yet INTRO- ' 
his loftier portrait is also more convincing. The man of DUCTION 
weak will and clear perception is a psychological possibility; 
and while in the page of Tacitus Tiberius is a figure of 
austere tragedy, in Suetonius he is but a bogey of disgust) a 
common epitome of the vices. 

And so the vain and brutish Caligula, who believed that The 
in gathering shells he was wresting the spoils of Ocean, who "^ *''* **' 
designed a horse for the consulship, and who could scarcely 
dine without the excitement of carnage, is followed by the 
stealthy Claudius, who, despite his erudition and tact of 
government, loved nothing so much as the contemplation of 
dying gladiators, and who died Jn a welter of blood. Then 
comes Nero, fit subject for Suetonius, professional poisoner 
and amateur of the arts, who delighted in gold lish-nets and 
silver-shod mules, who sang his own songs 'with a small 
and rusty voice,' and who really believed that with his death 
there died an artist. So Galba's misery is matched by the 
gluttony of Vitcllius, and even the wisdom of Vespasian is 
balanced by a hungry covetousness. Titus escapes easily with 
the semblance of too fine a virtue; and since Suetonius is 
resolved that the Emperors shall be remembered by vice or 
triviality, Domitian is sent down to posterity as the fly- 
catcher. 

Meanwhile, under Claudius and Nero, the mighty Empire No history 
grows in strength, and Suetonius does not note it. In 
page the drum is not beaten, the trumpet blares not. When 
he might present to the world n great historical drama, he 
prefers to play the tragi-comedy of cruelty and lust. The 
tnumph of engineers is as tittle to him as the courage of 
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INTRO- armies. True, he records without sequence or statistics the 
DUCTION mere events of each reign ; but his curiosity is for passion, 
not statesmanship, and he is only himself when, forgetting 
the march of Empire, he sits him down to enumerate the 
follies and vices of his heroes. Tacitus, of course, invites a 
comparison, and in these two — Suetonius and Tacitus — are 
illustrated the opposing methods of history. The author 
of the Annals, that he may set forth his country''s omni- 
potence with a proper reverence for truth, is deaf to the 
frail, delightful voice of hearsay. Though lie has no ardent 
love for his Empire, yet he understands its strength and 
its weakness, and he displays its achievements with an 
absolute regard for the claims of proportion. A rarely wise 
man, he knows most things, and what he does not know he 
easily divines. And as you read him, you recognise that 
he is not only relating the story of one period : he is open- 
The Mgaeitj ing a treasure-house of political sagacity, from wliich the 
of llie Amiah statesmen of all ages may enrich themselves. More than 
this, be is a master of style and irony ; with four words he 
can sketch a situation or enunciate a policy. He who wrote, 
' They make a solitude and call it peace,' has nothing to 
learn in the art of expression, and it is the good fortune of 
the world that the most puissant writer of all time should 
have elected to write the history of the most puissant 
age. But Tacitus merely alTords a general confirmation of 
Suetonius. His material is so far loftier, tliat they rarely 
meet upon a common ground. The one strikes the stars, 
while the other crawls upon the earth. Yet for the very 
reason that they live and work at different levels, the one 
supplements the narrative of the other. To doubt the 
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fafinite superiority of Tacitus would be to laugh at the truth. 
One might as well prefer a common memoir to the Hamlet 
of Shakespeare. Tacitus is a philosopher, with a godlike 
understanding, who compels conviction while he dazzles the 
judgment. He lectures you in the staid and noble dialect 
of omniscience, and to miss a phrase is to confuse the argu- 
ment. Suetonius, on the other hand, has no ambition of 
politics or philosophy. He is but a shambling old gossip, 
who sits over the fire and entertams the first comer with the 
stories his grandfather told him when he was a boy, (Sed 
ovum meum narrantem pner audiebam, says he, in the phrase 
of the true gossip.) For our guidance he provides nothing, 
for our amusement much ; and it is small wonder that white 
we render all our respect to Tacitus, we turn more often to 
Suetonius, that he may beguile our leisure, Wc cannot 
always rest at the cold and splendid altitudes of thought ; 
it is seldom that we cannot enjoy a crack across the hearth 
with a master of scandal. 

The question arises : AVas Suetonius moved by malice or 
by love of truth in the selection of liis material.-' And 
the answer comes that lie is never convicted of the worse 
motive. At the same time, it is evident that he had a 
natural love for whatever was curious and abnormal. Let 
us suppose that all facts are of equal value, and we must 
confess that the historian's interest is mirrored in his choice. 
So Suetonius found food for reflection in the decaying 
morality of the Empire, and he reported that which he 
heard and knew with a perfect impartiality. He held a 
brief for nobody; and if he ever felt the prick of political 
■nimofrity, he is careful to conceal the wound. Averse from 
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INTRO- Hattery, he closed his history at the death of DomilJ 
DUCTION and there is not a single word in his book that impuj 
his honesty- 
He had, on the contrary, a passion for accuracy, a 
while he suppresses his judgment he parades his facts, 
a writer, he is clear rather than distinguished, and his sin 
preoccupation is to express his meaning with a just a 
plicity. Where Latin fails him, he falls back upon Grei 
and as he was a master of both tongues, he could at ^ 
double his vocabulary. Of the man we know little enou 
and that little wholly to his credit. By profession 
advocate and writer, he discharged the office of secretary 
Hadrian, and left behind him one immortal work, 
peace was disturbed by an unhappy marriage, on wl 
account he demanded, with faulty logic, the pis tr 
liberorum. These scanty rumours, with two passages 
Pliny, complete our poor information. But Pliny's ■) 
tion may be cited for the confusion of those who are! 
suaded by his outspokenness to belittle his characteri 
flout his sincerity. ' He was my comradej' says Pliny, ' 
the companion of my school-days." And thereafter, i 
letter to Trajan, Pliny declares him the most upri 
honest, and learned man that ever he had met, andj 
he loved him the more the more closely he came to | 
htm. So once again we must separate the man from 
work, and fee] no surprise that an amiable scholar sh 
have recorded faithfully and without shrinking the ■ 
and frailties of the Koman Emperors. 

Such the writer and such the book which '. 
Holland elected to translate in the plenitude of I: 
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been said, he rather transformec! thiui translated it; INTRO- * 
-er akin to his own curiosity was the matter of DUCTION 
ig book, the curt, crabbed, even brutal style Kollaud'a 
of Suetonius was wholly alien from Holland's elaborate '' 
eloquence. For Holland (as we have seen) loved to adorn a 
simple statement, to turn it about in a dozen different atti- 
tudes, to trick it out with the rich frippery of Elizabethan 
Engbsh. Nor did he scruple to embellish and increase his 
author beyond recognition. In mere bulk his version must luembel- ] 
surely double the original. Here is one instance of many : 

* Jacta. est alea,' exclaimed Ca;sar as he crossed the Rubicon. 
' The dice be thrown,' translates Holland ; ' I have set up 
my rest; come what will of it.' It is magnificent, but it 

not the poHte echo of the accurate translator. However, 
[oUand's object was to employ all the resourcci of his own 
ilendid prose ; and he employs them to such admirable 
purpose, that you may read his Suetoniita in perfect forget- 
fulness of the Latin and in perfect satisfaction with the 
rise and fall of the majestic periods. The masterpiece is lu 
dedicated ' to the Right Honorable and Vertuous Ladie, the dedication | 
Ladie Harington," and the inscription proves that Holland 
had no ill thought of the book's brutality, though he 
does presently declare that Suetonius penned the lives of 
Princes, cadan llhertate qua tpsi vixeruid. ' If haply in pro- 
' secuting this point,' says he, ' he hath recorded aught that 

* may be offensive to chaste and modest minds, ye shall do 

* well to glance over with your eye such places lightly, as 
1 my pen touched unwillingly.' Furthermore, he tells 

i that the work was composed during the last pestilence 
a Coventry, ' for being altogether restrained then from free 



INTRO- 
DUCTION 



Tlie 

translaUir'a 

eruditiou 



TWELVE C^SARS 

' practise of my profession abroad, and no less ioipatiei 
' idlenesse at home, I could not readily think of a bet' 
' course to spend that vacation, than in an argument havi 
* a reference to mine old grammatiL^l Muses, and accordii 
' in some sort, with my later studies in Physic' 

So he composed the work for 'the benefit of you 
scholars," and truly the pathology of the Csesars might mi 
properly call forth his medical knowledge. Moreover, 
equipped his version with a set of notes which are of 
inapposite, but always erudite with the quaint erudit 
of his century. Alone of the Elizabethan translators, 
can refer with confidence to original authorities, and sprin 
his pages with quotations from Josephus and Aulus Gell 
Nor does he neglect such more modern writers as Beroal< 
and Ca&aubon, and he never lets slip a vague chance 
discoursing upon his own art of medicine. But aut 
and theme arc perfectly matched, and it is a gem 
pleasure to read Suetonius's masterpiece of familiar scar 
echoed thus pompously in the sounding prose of Phllei 
Holland. 

CHARLES WHIBLE) 
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References in letters (» >> ^ etc) are to the 
Annotations at the end of the volume. 
References in figures (i * ^ e^c.) are to Notes 
at the foot of the page^ which are printed in 
the original edition as a marginal gloss. 
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f TO THE READERS ^^^H 
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HAi yee may wiLh belLer conlenlment ^^^H 
reade these Historical! reports of the ^^^H 
twelve first Ceasars, which Suetonius hath ^^H 
delivered most truely, compiled as com- ^^^H 
pendiously, and digested right methodic- ^^H 
ally, I have thought it good with some ^^H 
few advertisments orajmised. to commend ^^H 


the same unto you. ^^H 
First therefore, whereas by the judgement of the best ^^H 
learned, and the Analogie of other Histories, hee seemeth ^^H 
to affect nothing so much as uncorrupt and plaine trueth, ^^H 
(the principall vertue of an Historiographer) forbearing to ^^H 
meddle with those Empcrours ' in whose daies he flourished ; ^^H 
because he would not thrust himselfe into danger by re- ^^^H 
vealing, nor betray the Itbertie of a writer in concealing the ^^^H 
faults, much lesse incurre the note of Flatterie, extolling ^^H 
above measure the good parts of Princes then living ; and to ^^^H 
that purpose penned their lives, who were lately deceased, ^^^H 
as one said very well, eadem libertate qua ipsi ■eixcrunt : if ^^^H 
happlie in prosecuting of this point, he hath recorded ought ^^H 
that may be offensive to chast and modest mindes, yee ahal ^^H 
do well to glaunce over with your eye such places lightly, as ^^H 
I with my pen touched unwillingly. ^^H 
Secondly, forasmuch as he contJnueth in generall the ^^H 
Narrations of the said Princes, from before their Nativitie ^^H 
onto their Death and Funerals: and in the severall dis- ^^H 
courses, of their ages, affaires, vcrtues, vices, feature and ^^^| 
lineaments of bodie, first, after an uniform maner, proposeth ^^H 
throughout certain heads summarily, and then exemplyReth ^^H 
^^m ■ Nnvi, Trajanus, and Hadrianus, whose secrctarie he was. ^^^| 
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TO THE the same in due order by perticulers (a most lighU 
READERS method and way of teaching) keeping him selfe still to 1 
Subject matter, without any digressions at all : my advise 
that for your more expedite course in reading the whole, 
direct your minde thereunto. Now, for that his Jul 
Ceasar sorteth not with the rest, but appearcth aKe<pa> 
as whose auncestours, birth, childhoode, etc. be not 
downe, (which maime I impute rather to the injurie 
time, than unto the purpose or overaiRht of the Authou 
have in some sort siipplyed that defect, with the labour 
Lewis Vives, Torrentius and othei-s, which I finde pre " 
in the last and beat Editions. 

Thirdly, considering that brevitie is many 
mother of Obscuritie, may it please those among youj_ 
are not so conversant in such concise writings, as admit 
one word superfluous, to have recourse, for the cleariuf 
some doubts unto the margin, as also to those briefe Ar 
tations, which for their sakcs, out of mine owue read! 
together with the select observations of Beroaldus, Sabell: 
Torrentius antl Casaubonus I have collected. Which 
will ease them of many difficulties that his succinct style 
termes, not elswhere obvious, interlaced, may otOM 
breed. J 

Finally, if there happen to occur some Errata, that 9 
escape either my pen in writing, or the ordinarie dilB 
of meane Correctors in the printing, ye will of J 
judicious candour, I hope, either passe them ovep-J 
connivency, if they he literall, or else taxe with i 
easie censure in cose they bee materiall : so long a 
your full satisfaction, ye may with small paines Iwl 
yee begin either to read or judge, correct what i 
amisse, according to the Exaraen and Review 
annexed to the end of all. Farewell. 
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To the Right Honorable and Vertuous Ladie 
THE LABIE HAKINGTON 

ilADAME, the late pestilence in 
Coventrie, which occasioned my 
translation etc. of this Historie, 
moved me also, in part, to ad- 
dresse the same unto your Honour. 
For being altogether restrained 
then, from free practise of my profession abroad, 
and no lesse impatient of idlcnesse at liome, I could 
not readily thinke of a better course to spend 
that vacation, than in an Argument having a 
reference to mine old Grammaticall Muses, and 
according, in some sort, with my latter studies 
in Physick. Wliat howres, therfore, either the 
doubtful or diseased estate of my neighbours, 
together with the meditations of mine owne 
mortalitie would afford, I employed gladly in 
the said Subject 

Againe, for as much as the selfe same cause 
debarred me from accesse unto your house at 
Combe (a dutie that otherwise the vicinitie of 
our aboad did require) I fully resolved at the 
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finishing of those ray Sedentary labours, to ] 
sent the same to your view : therby to shei 
my selfe (whom it pleased you beforetime ■ 
grace with kind entertainment) from the ju 
imputation of rude negligence in that behal] 
But now, since the same citie so dangerous t' 
yeare before, is become a retyrijig place of safe 
for your Houshold, and hath to mee ah-eat 
yeelded fit opportunitie to excuse my forn: 
absence personally by word of mouth, I ha 
presumed nevertheles to dedicate the same ur 
your Honour, as a token of my thankefulnei 
for your bounteous favour, farre above the p 
portion of my deserts, and an earnest penny 
that prepense minde, which I carie to hont 
your name, in the best maner I could devise, i 

And verily calling to my remembrance 1 
courteously you have vouchsafed heretofoiw 
accept even at second hand my travailes in I 
kinde, and with good words testified oftentM 
the contentment you received therin, I ham 
reason to doubt the like acceptance of that v^ 
out of a loving and devote heart I offer i 
unto your selfe. 

Lastly, when 1 consider, how together ij 
sincere pietie, rare wisdome, and other emii 
vertues, there is seated in your person a sing 
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fection to advance good literature, with an ex- 
traordinarie respect of learned men, I knew no 
means out of my small fortunes to do you greater 
honour, than by entituling you as Patronesse of 
that, which may benefit young Scholers, my 
countrimen, that would be learned : to give 
knowledge unto the word, that all the profit or 
pleasure whatsoever, which shall grow unto them, 
from these endeavours of mine, are derived im- 
mediatly from you and for your sake bestowed 
upon them. 

These motives, right Honorable, as well of my 
first enterprise, as of chusing your Patronage, if 
it please you to approve, (the onely thing that 
I humbly crave at your hand for this present) 
I shall not only thinke my pains well taken 
and choise as well made : prising your acceptance 
to the worth of a competent guerdon : but also 
continue my hearty prayers unto the Aimightie 
for your perfect healtli, proceeding in a vertuous 
course of life, with increase of true Honour here 
upon earth, and after the revolution of many 
new yeares, for etemall happinesse in the highest 
Heaven. 

Your Honours most readie at command. 



THE ■ 
EPISTLE 
DEDICA- 
TORY 



PHILEMON HOLLAND. 



THE HISTORIE OF 



THE TABLE 

A SUPPLEMENT to the Begikminc of 
C. JUUUS CEASAR, DICTATOR . 

CAIUS JULIUS CESAH, DICTATOR . 

OCTAVIUS CiESAR AUGUSTUS . 

TIBERIUS NERO CAESAR .... 

ANNOTATIONS upon C. JULIUS CiESAR, 
DICTATOR 

ANNOTATIONS upon OCTAVIUS AUGUS- 
TUS CiESAR 

ANNOTATIONS upon TIBERIUS NERO 
CiESAR 



8 



TWELVE C^SARS 



SUPPLEMENT TO THE BEGINNING 
OF C. JULIUS CEASAR DICTATOR 




fTIHE Julian linage, as most men are per- 
swaded, is descended from Ascanius Jjittis, 
the flonne of jBneas by Creusa: which 
JiililH, after he had left Lavinium, built 
long Alba : wherein also he reigned. 
Others, grounding upon a more assured 
evidence, have thought it good to derive 
the same rather from Ji'dus the son of 
Asuanius. For when after the death of (this) Ascanius, the 
itingdome of the Latines was devolved againe ' upon Sylvius 
the Sonne of JEneas and Lavinia, the charge of Religion and 
sacred ceremonies of the Latin and Trojan Nation both, 
Remained yet still in the race and progenie of Jiilus : out of 
which are sprung the Julii. These (J ulii) with certaine other 
most noble families of Latiuni, TulJus Hostilius King of the 
Romanes, after he had rased Alba, translated to Rome, and 
raunged among the Nobilitie. Late it was, ere they rose 
find mounted to high place of Magistracie; but were reckoned 
almost in the last ranke of the Patritians of auncient Nobili- 
lie: and of them, the Jiili bare the priiicipall name. For 
('. Julius, (aonne of Lucius) sumamed also JuIub, was Consul] 
together with P. Pinariua Mamcrcinus Rufus, in the yeare 
after the foundation of Rome citie 264- '. And seaven yeeres 
after", his sonne*, with Q, Fabius Vibulanus (Consull) the 
second time. Againe, some space of time comming betweene, 

' Oi rttomed unlo. " Or taiher 165, accoitiing lo ihe Chtooology 

annaed unio Tilus t-iviu!!. " By Ihe compulation of Dionysius, T. Livius, 
Ousiodonis and olhers. * C. [ulius, or Illlus. 
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A Vopiscus Julius, sonne of Caius and Nephew of Lucius, ^ 

SUPPLE- the Consulshippe with L. ^milius M amercinus ' third time 
MENT Coiisull, in the yeere 280-. I finde hkewise, that in the 
yeere 302'' Caius Juhus, sonne of Caius, and nephew of 
Lucius, was a decemvir for the enacting and penning of 
Lawes, and that in the former Election of that Magistracie : 
as also, that Caius Julius sonne of Caius and Nephew of 
Caius, became Consull with Marcus Geganius Macerinus, 
in the yeare 306*, and the selfe same man a second time, 
with Lucius Verginius Trirostus in the yeere 318 * : and 
immediately in the yeere next following ^, a third time, with 
the same Verginius now twice Consull. And thus much for 
the Jiili. For to rcherse and collect all them of that familie, 
together with the honorable places of everie one, which were 
many in number, and of sundry kindes, is not our purpose : 
and besides, the thing it seife is apparent and upon record 
in the pub lick Registers. 

Moreover, I have observed in the Julian line, a certaine 
house also of the Mentone.s : and among them, one Caius 
Julius, colleague in the Consulshippe with T. Quint us 
Pennus Cincinnatus, in the 322 yeere after the foundation 
of the citie. I finde likewise, Caius Julius Denter to be 
master of the Horsemen, when Caius Claudius Crassus Sabinus 
Regillensis was Dictator, for to hold their solemne assembly 
of Election, in the yeare 405. There were besides of these 
Julii, others going under the name of Libones: and of the 
same race one triumphed ; to wit, Lucius Julius, sonne of 
Lucius and nephew of Lucius, companion in the Consulate 
with Marcus Attilius Regulus, in the yeere 486'. But, as 
touching Caius Julius sonne of Lucius, and sumamed C'cesar 
Strabo, whom Suetonius also ment in the 55 chapter of 
Julius Cfesar, and Cicero praisetb in his Bnttits, and in the 
second booke of his Oratoiir, I doubt, whether this addition 
(Strabo,) should not be taken as a by-name. For otherwise 
there is in our hands a peece of silver coine, with the inscrip- 
tion of Lucius Julius, sonne of Lucius, and sumamed Strabo. 
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Tie Epigramme of the former is extant among the Antiqui- 
ties of Rome citie, in this maner. 
C. Julius, L. F. Cffisar Strabo, Md. Cur. Q. Trib. Mil. Bis 
XVIR AGa Uand. ADTR. IVD. Pontif. 

To conclude, I have met with writers, who reckoned also 
long the Julii certaine Annales': which, for mine owne 
t verily, I could never yet light upon, in searching the 
irda and Chronicles. But in the eight booke of the 
Familiar Epistles (of Cicero) and namely in the seaventh 
letter there, of M. Caelius unto Cicero, there is mention 
made among others, of one L. Julius, sonne of Lucius, 
Pomp.' Annalis: where the writing (as I suppoee) is not 
very certaine and cteerely acknowledge. For besides that 
the better corrected Copies call him Villius, (for Julius) 
Livie also hath expresly and plainely written in his fortieth 
booke, that one Lucius Villius a Tribune of the Commons, 
made a Law which provided and ordained, in what yeere of 
mens age they mignt sue for everie kinde of Magistracie, 
aad be capable thereof. Whereupon, unto that familie was 

S'ven this surname, to be called Annales. Thus farre Livius. 
ereunto may be added this moreover; that the Einred 
Julia, is reckoned in the Tribe Fabia (and not Pumptina), 
as we have noted in the fortieth chapter of Augustus. I 
am of opinion therefore, that safer it is to account the 
Annales among the Vilii, and not the Julii. But thus 
much hereof, by the way, and as it were passing by; 
now proceede we to the rest. 

In the linage Julia then, there was a familie also of the 
Caesars. But what the reason should be of that surname, 
it is not certainely knowne ; no more, than who he was, 
that first bare the saide surname. For, before Cssar the 
Dictator, and his father and grandfather, there were Julii 
named Ctesares. As for example; He, who (as Livie wit- 
ncsseth in his 27 booke) was m the second Punick warre 
sent from the Senate to Crispinus the Consul, about the 
nomination of a Dictatour. As for the termc Ca^sarcs, those 
usually the Romane tongue sumamed so, who were borne, 
> 5uniamed. ' Haply Pomptinisoflhe tribe Pomplina. 

n 
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either by ripping their mothers wombes ', or with a bush 6 
haire growing on their heads ^, or else grey-eied ^. Some 
adde moreover the tale of an Elephant slaiiie in Africk, 
which the inhabitants there call Casaar; and upon that 
verie cause, this surname first befell unto Ctesar the Die- 
tatours Grandsire. But Spartianus and Servius, the Authors 
hereof, are of the meanest credite and authoritie. For not 
his progeny alone, of all the Julii, had this surname, but 
many others besides of his house and kinred, both long 
before and also together with him. 

Consuls before Julius Ctesar the Dictator, there were, 
Sext. Julius, Sonne of Caius, nephew of Lucius, together 
with Lucius Aurelius Orestes, in the yeere after the founda- 
tion of Rome 596*: also Sext. Julius sonne of Caius, 
nephew of Sext. was colleague with L. Marcius Philippus 
in the beginning of the Sociall warre in the yeare after the 
cities foundation 662 ^, and in the next vecre after, Lucius 
Julius Sonne of Lucius, and Nephew of Lucius, bare the 
Consulate with Pub. Kutilius Lupus. Neither before these, 
were anie of the Ca;sars renowmed or advanced to the 
highest Office of State ^. Many yeeres after, out of the 
same familie, Lucius Ciesar, son of Sextus and cosin Germane ^ 
to that C. Julius Cassar, who begat the Dictatour, and 
attained only to the Treturship, who also died at Pisse 
without any evident sicknesse, even as he did his shoes 
on in a morning, that L. Csesar I say came to be Consull. 

Well, Cficsar the Dictator was borne at Rome (when 
Caius Marcius and Lucius Valerius Flaccus were Consuls) 
upon the fourth day before the Ides of Quintilis, which 
moneth after his death, was by vertue of the Law Antonia 
called for that cause, Julie. His bringing up bee had with 
his mother Aurelia, daughter of Caius Cotta, and his aunt 
by the fathers side Julia, the wife of Marius. Whereupon 
grew the love that he tooke (a Patritian though he were) 
to the Plebeian Faction, and the hatred he bare to Sulhi. 
The Greeke and Latine tongue, the precepts also and rules 
of Oratorie, he learned of M. Antonius Gnipho, a French 
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man borne. Who being of an excellent wit and sing^ar 
memorie, courteous besiaes in his behaviour, and of a kinde 
and gentle nature, taught the Greek and Latine, Grammer, 
and Rhetorick withal, first in the house of Caius Caesar his 
father, afterwards in his owne; and got much thereby, 
such was the bountie of his scholars, considering that hee 
never compounded with them for any wages or reward. 
Now, was this Caesar wonderous docible and apt to leame, 
yea and framed naturally for eloquence. 

His Latine speech was trimly garnished, (through Domes- 
tical] acquaintance) by his mother Aurelia, a woman that 
spake the Romane tongue purely and elegantly: like 
as the Muciae, Laeliae, Comeliae, and oiner right 
honorable Dames did, in whose families there 
arose Oratours of great name. 
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THE HISTORIE OF 
CAIUS JULIUS CESAR 

DICTATOR 

1 

TLESAR in the sixteenth yeare of his age, 
lost bis Father * ; and in the yeare follow- 
ing •, being elected Flatrwn Dialk ^, he 
cast off Cossutia (a Gentlewoman borne 
but very wealtliie) affianced unto liim 
during his childhood; and espoused Cor- 
nelia the daughter of Cinna fonre times 
Consul : who bare unto him soone after, 
his daughter Julia: neither could he by any nieanes be 
forced by Sulla the Dictatour, to put her away * ° : where- 
upon, deprived of his sacerdotall dignitie, loosing the dowrie 
in the right of his wife, and forieiting all his heritages'* 
descended unto him from his linage and name, hee was 
reputed one of the contrarie Faction': in so much as he 
was constrained to hide his head ' ; and (albeit the quartaine 
Ague hung sore upon him) to change almost every night 
his starting holes wherein hee lurked ; yea, and to redeeme 
himselfe with a peece of money out of the Inquisitours 
bands that made search for him": untill such time, as by 
the niediation of the religious vestall virgines', by the 
meanes also of Mamercus v^milius and Aurelius Cotta, his 
neere kinsfolke* and allied unto him, hee obtained pardon. 
Certaine it is, that Sulla, when he had denied a good while 

' Seaurnlitlts Cess. For ax Rome (bey leckoned the yeares according lo 
thtii Consuls i whose ollice oidinarilf continued one yeare, and beean wiib 
ihe jreaic, upon the first day of Januarie. ' Or Divorse. " Of Mariui. 
■" • To flic into the Sabines Coanliie. ' For Auielia was his mother, 

15 



THE HISTORIE OF 



CAIOS 
JULIUS 
CESAR 



Ihe request of those right worshipfull persoi , 
singular good friends intreating in his behalfe, and 
they persisted earnest suiters still for him, being thus 
v.o. 670. portuned and at length overcome, brake forth aloud i 
these words, either in a Divine prescience, or some pregu 
conjecture, ' Goe to ' (ouoth hee) ' my Masters : take hin 
you, since yee will needes have it so ; but know this witf 
that he whose life and safety yee so much desire, will 
day be the overthrow of the Nobles, whose side yee h 
maintained with mee : for in this Cteaar there be m 



Marii.' 



i 



The first time that Cresar served in the Warres, 
Asjft, and that in the domestical! retinue" of M. Thi 
tlie I'retour ' : by whom being sent into Bithynia for to 
a Fleet, lie made his aboade with K. Nicginedes : not w 
out a foule rumour raised, that he prostituted his bodi 
be abused by the King: which rumour he augmented I 
selfe, by comming againe into Bithynia within fewe dc 
under a colour of calling for certaine money, which sin 
be due to a Libertine'' and Clienf^ of his. The res 
his soulderie he caried with better fame and reputat 
and at the winning of Mitylenie, Thennus honored 
with a Civike guirland ''. 



i 



He was a Souldiour also under Servilius Isauricus* in 
but it was not long: for upon certaine intelligence g 
of Sulla his death, and the hope wjthall of the new dii 
tion that was stirred and set on foote by M, Lepidus' 
returned in all hast to Rome. And notwithstanding 
was mightily solicited by many large offers and faire 
mises, yet forbare he to joyne in societie with Lepidus pi 
distrusting his nature,^ and in part doubting the pn 
oportunitie, which he found nothing answerable to Qii 
pectation. 

■ ' M. Minulius Thermus. ' Surnamed 50 ot the people i 

named Issuri. whom he subdued. ' So vuiable and indiscreet, 
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Howbeit when that civill discord and sedition was ap- 
peased % hee judicially accused for extortion^ Cornelius 
Dolobella, a man who had beene Consull, and triumphed. 
But seeing that the Defendant was found unguiltie and 
acquit, hee determined to retire himselfe unto the Citie 
of Rhodes, as well to decline the hatred of the world*, 
as by occasion of that leasure and repose to leame the 
Art of Oratorie under Apoilonius Molon * a most renowmed 
Rhetorician in those daies. As he crossed the seas thither- 
ward (being now Winter time*) his fortune was about the 
IbIc Pharmacusa to be taken by Hovers, and with them he 
remained in custodie (not without exceeding indignation *) 
for the space well neere of xl. dayes, accompanied with one 
Physician* and two Groomes of his chamber. For, his 
companions and the rest of his servants^ belonging to his 
troine, he had sent away^ immediatly at the very first, to 
procure him money with all speed for his ransome. After 
this, upon the payment unto them of L. talents being set 
a sboare, he delayed no time, but presently put his Fleet to 
Sea againe, embarked, and never gave over pursuing the said 
Pirates, until! he had over-taken them : and no sooner were 
they within his power, but as hee often times had threatned 
in mirth, hee put them all to death. Now whiles Mithridates 
wasted the Countries nest adjoyning, because he would not 
be thought to sit still and doo nothing in this dangerous and 
doubtful state of confederate Nations and Allies to the 
Romaines, he left Rhodes whether he had directly bent his 
course, gathered a power of Auxiliarie Souldiers, expelled 
the Govemour under the King out of the Province, and so 
kept the Cities and States in their allegeance, which were 
wavering and at the point to revolt. 

* Whiles hee goveiced his Province. * For calling into queuion so 
bOBorable » persoo. ' Moloni, not Molonis, u Plutitch lakelh it, th»t is, 
the ion o( Molon. * Hiitrni! nuitsiiui, that is, In the Wintei monethi 
•tiich were Deecmb, Januar. Febi. ' Some reade dignalmie in a divers 
sense. ' Medico, vtl amiia, that b, a fnend. ' Oi the lesl of fais com- 
•mont and servants- ' To the Cities of Asia, a Province adjoyning. 
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In his Militarie tribuneship % which was the first dignitie 
after his returne to Rome, that befell unto him by the 
voyces and election of the people, hee assisted with all tiis 
might those Patrones of the Commons S who stoode out 
for the restitution of their Tribunes authoritie ; the force 
and strength whereof Sulla had abated. Hee effected more- 
over thus much, by vertue of an Act proposed by Plotius*'', 
that L. Cinna his wives brother, and they, who together 
with him in the time of the civill discord above-saide, tooke 
part with Lepidua, and after the Consuls death *, fled unto 
SertoriuB, might returne safely into the Citie, and enjoy 
their freedome. As touching which matter, himselfe made 
an Oration before the body of the people. 

6 

Being Questour *■ hee made as the auncient manner was 
Funerall Orations out of the publique Pulpit called Rostra, 
in the praise of Julia his Aunt by the Fathers side, and of 
his wife Cornelia, both late deceased. And in the commen- 
dation verily of his said Aunt, speaking of the pedigree and 
descent by both sides, namely of her selfe, and also of her 
Father, hee maketh report in these termes : ' Mine Aunt 
Julia' (quoth he) ' by her Mother is lineally descended from 
Kings, and by her F'ather united with the race of the 
immortall Gods: for, from Ancus Marcius are derived the 
Marcii sumamed Reges, id est, Kings, which name my mother 
was atilcd with: and from Venus the Julii draw their 
originall, of which house and name is our familie, So then, 
in this stock there concur and meete together, as well the 
sauctitie and sacred Majestic of Kings, who among men are 
most powerful!, as the religious Cseremonics and service of 
the Gods, in whose power Kings themselves are.' In the 
place of Cornelia departed, hee wedded Pompeia, daughter 
of Q. Pompeius, and Neece to L. Sulla. But her afterward 
hee divorced, suspecting that she had beenc naught with 

> C. CoIU, M. Crassus, and Cd. Fompeioi 
Tribune of ihe Commons. • Lepidus. 
18 
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P. Clodius, of whom there went so constant a report abroa<ie, 
how at the celebration of certaine publique Divine cere- 
monies, he being disguised in womans aparel had accesse 
secretly unto her, that the Senate by Decree directed a 
Commission to Justices Inquisitours, for to sit upon the 
pollution of those sacred Rites and Mysteries •. 
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During his Questureship, it fell unto him by lot to 
execute his Office in the farther Province of Spaine * : where, 
when as by the commaundement of the Lord Pretour \ he 
rode his circuit to keepe the Assises *, and c&me to Gadea, 
beholding advisedly the Image or pourtracture of E. Alex- 
ander the Great in the Temple of Hercules there : at the 
sight thereof hee fetched a deepe sigh, yea, and as one 
displeased and yrked with his owne sloathfulnes, in that hee 
had performed yet no memorable Act at those yeeres', 
wherein Alexander had conquered the whole world, hee 
presently made earnest suite for his discharge and licence to 
depart, thereby to take the first oportunitie of all occasions 
to compasse greater enterprizes at home within the Citie : 
and being moreover much disquieted and dismayed with a 
dreame the night before (for he imagined in his sleepe that 
he had carnall company with his owne Mother) the Divinours 
and Wizards incited him to the hopes of most glorious 
atchievements, making this exposition of his dreamt-, tliat 
thereby was portended unto him the Soveraigntie of the 
whole world, considering that his Mother whom hee saw 
under him betokened nought else but the subjection of the 
earth, which is counted the Mother of all things. 



Departing therefore thence before his time was fully 
expired, hee went unto the Latine Colonies", which wore 
now devising and in counsell to sue tor the freedome of the 
Citie of Rome, and no doubt had solicited and excited them 
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to attempt some tumult and trouble in the State, 1 
the Consuls for the avoiding of this very danger, kept bt 
the Legions for a while which were enrolled for to be si 
into Cilicia. 



And yet for all that, soone after he projected grea 
designea within the Citie, For, not many daies before 
entred upon his ^dileship, suspected he was to have c 
spired with M. Crassus (a man of Consular degree*) w 
P. Sulla likewise and P.^ Autronius, (who after they » 
Consuls elect stoode condemned for suing indirectly and 
corruption for that place) to set upon the body of the Ser 
in the beginning of their yeare; and that after they 
massacred whom it pleased tliem, M, Crassus should ubl 
the Dictatourship; nimselfe be chosen by him Maiste; 
the Horsemen : and so when tbey had setled the Statt 
their pleasure, Sulla and Autronius should be restored ag 
unto tneir Consulship. Of this conspiracie, Tanusius Gem 
maketh mention in his Storie, M. Bibulus in his Ed 
and C. Curio the Father in his Orations. Cicero like 
seemeth to signifie as much in a certaJne Epistle unto A 
wherein hee reporteth that Ctesar established in his Cor 
ship that Kingdome and roiall government, which he plo 
and thought upon when hee was j^dile. Tanusius wri 
farther, that Crassus either repenting himselfe, or else l 
feare, was not present nor kept the day appointed for 
said massacre, and therefore C^sar neither gave that sij 
which by agreement hee should have given. Now agret 
was as Curio saith, that he should let his gowne fall i 
his shoulders. The same Curio yea and M. Actorius 3 
doo write, that he conspired also with Cn. Piso a n 
young Gentleman, who being in suspition for a conspi: 
within the Citie, had the Province of Spaine extroordin 
and without his owne suite bestowed upon him : and i 

E lotted it was, that both hee in forraine parts abroada 
imselfe also at Rome should at once make an insun 
for to alter the State ; and that, by the 
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r the lambranes ' and inhabitants beyond the Po. But 
the designoment both of thp one and the other was defeated 
and frustrate by reason of Piso his death '. 

10 
\Vhen he was ..Edile, besides the Comilium^ the Market- 
place, and statelie Halls of Justice, hee beautified the 
Capitol! also with faire open Galleries built for the present 
occasion to stand onely during the publique shewes and 
piaies: wherein if the number of Images, Statues, and 
pointed Tables fell out to be greater than was needefull, 
part of that furniture and provision might be set forth to 
the view of all men. As for the chasing and baiting of wilde 
beasts, the Stage plaies and solcmne sights, he exhibited 
them both jointly with his companion in Office, and also 
severally by himselfe. Whereby it came to passe, that 
howsoever the charges of these Solemnities were borne in 
commune by them both, yet he alone went away with all 
the honour and thanke thereof: neither did M. Bibulus his 
Collea^ie dissimule the matter, but utter as much, when he 
said that the same befell unto him which befell unto Pollux : 
'For like as '(quoth he) 'the Temple erected in the Com- 
mon Market piace of Rome unto both the Twin-brethren *, 
beareth the name of Castor alone : even so my raunificenc*? 
in expence and Ciesars together in setting out these games 
and plaies, goeth under the name of Ca:sar onely." Csesar 
over and above, did exhibite another shew of Sword-fight 
even at the sharpe; but hee brought into the place fewer 
couples of champions by a good many than he purposed * : 
for, buying up (as he did) such a sort of Fencers from all 
part« out of every Schoole, and putting his adversaries of 
the other faction in great affright thereby, hee gave occasion 
unto the State to provide by a speciall Act in that behalfe, 
for a c«rtaine set number of Sworde-plaiers, above which no 
man might retaine anie at Home. 

< t So nlTed of b river, neere into which they dwelt beyond the Po. 
■ Who wni tliine by SpanUh Horsemen, of whoni hee had the condud. 
tCtwiinii /ratriiui, (bat is, Cuilor and Pollux, who commonly l>e called 
' ■ '-alra. * And yet hee eihibiled 320 paire, as Plutarch writeih 
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Thus when he had gained the harti and favour of t 
people, he gave the attempt by some of the Tribunes ', a 
sued to have the Province of jEgypt by an Act of t 
Commons conferred upon him : taking occasion to ma 
suite for this extraordinarie Govemement, for that t 
Alexandrianes had driven their King out of his Roialmi 
whom the Senate had styled with the title of Allie a 
Friend, an Act of theirs generally misliked. Howbeit \ 
could not carie it, by reason that the faction of the Nob 
crossed him. Whose authoritie because bee would by w 
of quittance infringe and impaire by all meanes possib 
the Tropjees and victorious Monuments of C. Marius 
subduing K. Jugurt.ha, the Cinibrians and the Teuto 
which before time bad beene demolished and cast do« 
by Sulla, he erected and set up againe*: also in sitti 
upon a Commission for the examination of murderers *, 1 
reckoned those in the number of them, who in the time 
the Proscriptlbn, had received money out of the public 
Treasurie for bringing in the heads of Homaine Citizen 
notwithstanding they were excepted by vertue ot 4 
Lawes Coroelife ^ U 

Moreover, he suborned one and set him on", to enc 
C. Rabirius of high treason '', by whose helpe especially so 
yeares before the Senate had repressed and restrained 
seditious Tribuneship of L. Satuminus: and being by 
chosen a Judge Delegate * to passe sentence of the prisor 
so willing he was to condemne him, that when Rabit 
appealed unto the people °, nothing did him so much g( 
as the rigour of the Judge ". 

' Thai hee might goveme it and place (he King; againe in his roiall St 
' Ptatomeu)^ Aulcles the Fathci of Cleopatra, who miny ycatcs after byGabi 
was restored la his Kingdonie. ' As ToTTcntius sailh. * This ii by 
figure Ptolepsis to be understood of Cxsai when hee wai Prxloui of 
Cilie : B£ who favoured the Faction of Marios both then and before, hoi 
ever it may seem that Suetonius speaketh this of him being <£dile, or 
scDtly after bia yEdileship ; which by Torrentius leave, may well fitand < 
the truth. ' In place of the Ptetor. • Ca;sai. 
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13 JULIU8 

Having laied a side all hope of the foresaid Province ', he CE8AH 
stood to be the Highest Priest, not without excessive and a-u-o. 69'- 

most lavish largesse. Wherein, considering how deepely hee J 

engaged himselfe in debt, the same morning that hee was to I 

goe unto the assembhe for the Election, when his Mother I 

kissed him he told her (by report) afore-hand, that he I 

would never returne home but Pontife. And so farre over- I 

weighed he two most mightic Competitours % who otherwise I 

for age and dignitie much outwent him, that in their owne I 

Tribes hee alone caried more voices, than both of them in M 

all throughout^. I 

1* . . "^ 1 

Being created Pretour*, when as the Conspiracie of 1 

Catiline was detected, and all the Senate generally awarded I 

no lighter punishment than death*, for as many as were J 

parties and accessarie in that Action ; hee onely gave his M 

sentence. That their goods should be confiscate, and them- I 

selves put into several! free Cities and Burrowghes imder H 

the people of Rome, and there to bee kept in ward : and H 

furthermore hee put them in so great a &ight that gave H 

sharper censure (intimating eft-soones and setting before H 

their eyes the exceeding great hatred of the Romaine Com- 1 

miinaltie, which in time to come they should incurre) that l 

Decimus Silanus Consul elect was not abashed nor unwilling I 

to molli^e his owne award ', with a gentle exposition (because 1 
it had been a shame to alter it and eate his owne words) as 
if it bad beene taken and construed in an harder sence, than 

hee meant it. And verily prevailed hee had, and gone cleare ■ 

away with it (for many there were alreadie drawne to his ■ 

side, and among the rest, Cicero* the Consuls brother'') but ■ 

that a speech made by M. Cato emboldened the whole house, H 

and confirmed all the Senatours in their former sentence, H 

' Th*t i% Egipt i.nd the teslonng of Ihc king afore said. ' Wliich H 

were 35. * But noi entred yel into the Office. ' Ulitmum suffliiium. H 

■ As il he mcnt by uUimum suppluium, imprisanment or Eome leuc puniih- ■ 

■heol thcD death. ' Quiotus Cicero, ' M. Cicero. \ 
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CAIUS who now were at the point to yeeld unto him. 

^rv^Aw ^°^ *'^ '■'^'^' ^^ ''^ased not to hinaer their proceedings, un 
such time as a troupe of Romaine Knights^ who stood rou 
about the place in Armes for guard and defence ', threati 
to dispatch him out of the way, in case hee continued s 
in his obstinate contumacie, holding and shaking tb 
drawne Swords so neere unto him, as that his next fello' 
forsooke him as he sate with them, and very few taking \ 
in their armes and putting their Gownes betweene \ har 
and with much a doo saved him from violence. Then ■ 
hee scared in deede, in so much as hee not onely condiscei 
onto them, but also for the rest of that yeare ' forbl ' 
come into the Senate house. 
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The very first day of his Pretourship, he convec 
Q. Catulus before the body of the people to receive ti 
order upon a matter to be discussed by them ', as toucV 
reedification of the Capitoll, having withall promulge 
Lawe \ by vertue whereof hee transferred the charge of i 
worke unto another*. But not able to match the No 
and better sort", nor to make his part good with them di 
ing in one line, as they did, whom hee sawe in grcE^ 
quencie to runne by heapes together, so fully bent to n 
resistance, that presently they left their oflictous atteudi 
upon the new Consuls'*, hee gave over this action. 
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But, whereas Ceciiius Metellus ^ a Tribune of the C 
mons, proposed most turbulent and seditious Lawes, malgr 
Colleagues with all their opposition, he shewed himsel 
stout abbetter and maintainer of him: most stifly hei 
him out in the cause, so long until! both of them were h 
injunction and decree of the Senatours remooved from 
administration of the Common-wealth. Howbeit presu 

' Of Consul and Senate. ' Plutarch nameth Curio for one o( them, -i 

M. T. Cicero the Consul his yeere which now drew to an end. ' 4 

to Cn. Fompeius. ' SurDomed Nepos (a» Valerias tritneafeUi]4 

riotous life tud behaviom. 

84 
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everthelesse to continue in his magistracie, and to execute 
his jurisdiction, when he undtrstood once that some were 
ready to prohibite him by force and Anncs, hee sent away 
his Serjeants, cast oft' his embrodered purple Robe', and 
retired privily to his owne house, minding there to keepe 
himselfe quiet in regard of the troublesome time. And 
when two daies after, the multitude flocked unto him will- 
ingly and of their owne accord, promising after a very 
tumultuous manner their hcipe and assistance in the recoverie 
of his former place and dignitie, he repressed them. Which 
thing happening thus beyond all expectation, the Senate 
whicli was hastily met together about that riot and uprore, 
gave him hartie thankes; and that by the principall and 
noblest personages among them, sent for him into the Curia \ 
and after they had in most honourable termes commended 
btm, they restored him fully to his OfKce, and reversed their 
former Decree. 

17 

He ft^Il againe into another newe trouble and daunger, 
being called into question as one of Catilines conspiracie, 

Ih before the Questor Novius Niger in his house, and that 
L. Vettiiis who appeached him ' ; and also in the Senate, 
P. Curius : unto whom for that he detected first the 

its and designments of the Conspiratours, were rewards 
appointed by the State. Curius deposed that he knew so 
much by Cattiline: and Vettius promised to bring forth 
even his owne hand-writing which he gave unto Catiline : 
But this was such an indignitie as Ciusar in no wise thought 
tollerable ; whereupon, craving the testimonie of Cicero by 
which be proved, that himselfe merely of his owne accord 
had given some information unto him of the said Conspiracie, 
he prevailed so much that Curius went without those 
rewards. As for Vettius, after his goods were arrested and 
stresses taken, his houshold-stuife rifletl, himselfe evill 
entreated, beaten, and in the open assemblie of the multitude 
even before the Rostra wel neere pulled in peeces, him he 
dapt up in prison. After the same sort he served Novius 
Indki, Eomc icade /Wic/, ihal is, as if judex were his sumame. 
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the Questour, because hee suffered him, a superiour B 
trate of State ', to be accused and defamed in his house. 

18 
After this Pretourship of his ', having the Govemme 
of the farther Province in Spaine allotted unto liim, h 
tooke order with his Creditours (that were in hand to st 
him) by the meanes of certaine sureties" who came in a 
uudertooke for him : and before the Govemours of t 
l*rovinces were disposcd-of by the State, with Commissic 
scaled for their jurisdiction and other affaires, with alio 
ance and fiirniture also set out for them accordingly, 
contrarie to all right and custome put himselfe in 
journey: were it for feare of some judicial! proceed! 
intended against him whiles he was a private person, 
because he might more speedily succour the Allies of ■ 
Romaines, wlio craved heipe, it is uncertaine. Well, wl 
he had sctled the Province in peace, he made as great h 
to be gone : and not expecting a Successour hee depart 
as well to ride in Triumph as to take upon him the Coni 
ship. But after the Writs and Proclamations were out 
the great Assemblie to Election (of Consuls) when he mi 
not be pricked nor propounded (Consull) unlesse hee enl 
the Cibe in qualitie of a private Citizen, and many w 
stoode him ^ labouring as he did to be dispensed- with foe 
I.awes, forced he was for feare of being put by the C 
ship to forgoe his triumph ''. 

19 ' 

Of the two Competitours with him for the Consulshij 
wit, L. Luceius and I\l. Bibulus, hee made choise of Luc 
to be his Companion in Office ; upon this cumpaet and 
dition. That since hee was a man not so gracious, but b< 
monied than himselfe, he should of his owne purse prono 
in the name of both, and promise to deale monies amon^ 
Centuries'. Which devise being known, the Nobles' 
great men who were afraide, that being once a soverc 
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I UAgistrate ^, and having a collogue ready at his beck to 
agree and conseDt with him, he would both dare and do any 
thing ; perswaded with Bibulus to make promise of as great 
a Donation as the other did : and the most part of them 
contributed their monies thereunto : yea, Cato himsclfe verily 
was not against it, but saide, This Largesse atoode with 
the good of the weale publique. Hecreupon created Consul 
hee was with Bibulus, For the same cause, the saide Nobles 
and principali persons of the Citie gave order, that the 
Consuls for this yeere following, should have the Provinces'" 
and Commissions of least affaire and importance, to wit, the 
looking unto Forrests and Woods '^, unto Lanes and I'athesf . 
Ciesar taking this wrong and disgrace most to the heart, 
made court all that ever he could unto Cn. Fompeius, who 
had taken offence against the Senatours, for that having 
Tanquished K. Mitliridates, his Acts and Decrees were no 
sooner ratified and confirmed. He reconciled also unto 
PompeiuB, M. Crassus, an olde enemie ever since that 
Consulship, which they bare together with exceeding much 
jarring and disagreement: hee entred likewise into a Socictie* 
with them both, upon this contract, That nothing should 
be done or passe in the administration of the Common-weale, 
that displeased any of them three. 

20 
When he was entred into this Honourable place of 
Consulship; hee (first of all that ever were) ordained, That 
all Acts, as well of Senate as People, should day by day 
a£ they were concluded", bee recorded also and published. 
Hee brought-in likewise the ancient custome againe, that in 
what moneth hee had not the Knitches of rods with Axes 
borne before him'', a publique Officer called Accensus" should 
huisher him before, and the Serjeants or Lictours follow 
after behinde. Having promulged the Lawe Agraria, as 
touching the division of Lands among the Commons, when 
his fellowe Consull withstoode and resisted his proceedings, 
hee drave him out of the Common-place, by violence and 
e of Armes. The morrow after, when the saide Bibulus 
' Consull. 

187 
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CAIUS had made his complaiiit in the Senate of this outrage ^^ 
<II^'}'n there would not one be found that durst move the hoi 
about so great a garboile and hurliburly as that was, e 
give his censure thereof (as often times in lighter tumuli 
and stirres there had passed mauy Decrees) bee drave h 
to such a desperate feare, that untill hee went quite c 
of his magistracte, hee kept close within house and nei 
prohibited any proceedings else*, but by way of Edic 
From that time forward, Csesar alone managed all 1 
ati'aires of State, eveu as hee would himselfe : in so mu 
as divers Citizens pleasantly conceited, when so ever tl 
^gned, subscribed, or dated any writings to stand up 
record, would merily put it downe thus. Such a thing » 
done, not when Ciesar and Bibulua, but when Julius e 
Ciesar were Consuls : setting downe one and the same ■ 
twice, by his name and surname : yea, and soone after, 
verses were commonly currant abroad, 

ffon Bibtdo, guidquam nup«r, ted Ca»aTt,faebaa e*t: 
A'am Bifmlo fieri Contiilff nil mentini. 
Cmuir of kte did mnay things, but Bibulm not one : 
For nought by Consul Bibulus, can I reinember done. 

The Stellat champian fields held consecrated and rell 
by our Auncestors, together with the Campane terri 
reserved to yeeld rent and pay tribute for a Subsidie t 
Common-weale, hee divided without casting lots '_ 
twentie thousand Citizens who could shew three diildn 
more**. The Publicanes' making request for some 
hee relieved *, by striking of a third part of their rent! 
warned them openly, that in the setting and letting 
new commodities and revenues of the Citie, they shooli 
bid and offer too much. All other things likewise hel 
and graun ted, according as every mans mind and desired! 
thereto, and no man gaine-said him : but, went any 4 

■ Turdii aliat nU/is. Uiat is. Trespasses or offences. * "' imit|| 
bj ptoaoanatig oat of the Augun learning, (b»t the day was m^tf 
MM aimilialis, that b, no Law-day. * JW tiUtIa, some read, fer Jl 
tkal is, by his Serjeanls and Officers. ' Al the discretion of 
depntedCoaumsganncisfor Ibal pnipose. * For thai theybtrir * 
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.9 thwart him, he was soone frighted away. M. Cato, when CAIUS'n 
Jiee seemed to interrapt and stop his proceedings, hee caused ^y}|» 1 
to be ha]ed violently out of the Senate house by an Officer, ' 

and committed to prison. As L. LucuUus stoutly withstood 
his doings, he put him into so great a feare of sundry 
Actions and criminations, that hee was glad to come and 
fall downe before him at his knees. When Cicero pleading 
upon a time in Court, had lamented the wofuU state of 
those times : the very same day, at the ninth houre thereof^, 
hee brought P. Clodius his enemie to be adopted into the 
bouse and name of a Commoner ; one who long before had 
laboured in vaine to goe from the Nobles, and be incorporate 
among the Commons. Last of all, it is credibly reported, 
that he induced by rewards, against all those in generall of 
the contrary faction, an appeacher *, to profesae that he was 
Bollicited by some for to murder Pompeius ; who being pro- 
duced forth by him before the body of the people, nominated 
(as he had instructions, and as it was agreed oetweene them 
afore) those that set him a worke : but when one or two of 
tbem were named to no purpose, nor without pregnant sus- 
pition of some fraudulent practise ; he despairing the good 
mcccsse of so rash and inconsiderate a project, poysoned 
tbe partie whom he hod suborned^, and made him away for 
telling any more tales. 

21 
About the same time, hee tooke to wife Calpumia the 
daughter of L. Piso, who was to succeede him in the Con- 
late; and affianced his owne daughter Jidia unto Cn. 
ipeiua, rejecting and casting olf her former spouse 
dim Ctepio *, by whose helpe especially a little before he 
impugned Bibulus. After this new contracted afiinitie, 
hee began (in Counsell) to aske Pompeius opinion first"; 
whereas before, hee was wont to begin with Crassus ; not- 
Ithstanding also the custome was, that the Consul should 

1 Thne a, clock in (he aRcr-noonc. * Iitdietm, olhecs lead Judicem, 
\rjl Vclliiis Judex. L. VeUios according lo Dion and Appinn. • Idtst 
JjEttios Jvilex aforesaid : Far, dead hee was found in prison bjr night. 
■ Whom bee promised in miuiige the daughter of Cn. Pompeius. 
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observe that order all the yeere following, in asking th 
Senatours sentences, which he began with, the first day o 
Januarie. 

22 
Being backed therefore by the favour and assistance c 
his wives Father^ and Sonne in Law*, out of all that choic 
of Provinces hee chose especially the Gaules, the wealth an 
commoditie whereof might fit his hand, and minister matti 
sufficient of triumphs". And verily at the first by verti 
of the Law Vatiuia'' he tooke upon him the government i 
Gallia Cisalpina'^ together with Illyricum. Soone after 1 
the nieanes of the Senate, that also which was called Coniata 
for, the nobilitie feared, least if they had denied him it, tl 
people would have bestowed the same also upon him. Wr 
joy whereof he grew so haughtie and proud, that he cou 
not hold and temper himselfe, but after some'fewe dai 
make his boast in a frequent Senate house, that he h, 
gotten now what he desired in despite of his adversaries, a 
full sore against their wills ; and therefore from that tii 
forward, would insult upon all their heads*: whereup< 
when one by way of reproach denied that and said. That 
was no easie matter for a woman so to doo: he answei 
againe, as it were alluding merily to another sence, Th 
even in Assyria there some time raigned Queene Semiram 
and that the women named Amazones' held in times pae 
great part of Asia in subjection. 



When hee had borne bis Consulship, C. Memmius and 
Domitius Pretours for the time being, put to tjuestion 
Acts passed the former yeere ' : whereupon hee referred 
examination and censure thereof unto the body of the Sen 
but seeing they would not undertake the thing, after t) 
dales spent to no purpose in vaine brables and altc 
cions, he departed into his Province. And immediatelj 
Questour* for to prejudice him", was drawne into 1 
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indited upon certaJne crimes. Within a while himselfe 
also was brought judicially to his triall, and accused by L. 
Antistius a Tribune of the Commons : but by appealing 
unto the CoUcdge of the Tribunes, hee prevailed through 
their favour thus much (in regard of his absence about the 
afiaires of Commoo-weale) that he should not be liable to 
the accusation. For his better securitie therefore against 
future times, he travailed much to ohligue and make 
beholden unto him the Magistrates every yoare : and of 
those Competitours who sued for any honourable Office, to 
helpe or suffer none other to come imto the place, but such 
as covenanted with him, and undertooke to defend and 
maintaine him in his absence'. For assurance of which 
their covenant, he stuck not to require of some an oath, yea, 
id a bill of their owne bands. 
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Bat when L. Domitius a Candidate for the Consulship' 
tltreatned openly, that were he once Consul, he would effect 
that which he could not while he was Pretour, yea, and take 
from him bis Armies, hee made mcanes to draw Crassus and 
Pompeius unto Luca a Citie within his Province : with 
whom hee dealt effectually, that for to give Domitius the 
repulse, they should both sue fur themselves to be Consuls 
the second time, and also labour that his government might 
be prorogued or continued for five yeares longer ; and he 
effected both. Upon this confidence hee presumed to assume 
unto those Legions which hee had received from the State, 
others beside, maintained partly at the Cities charges, and 
hi part with his owne private purse. And one Legion 
above the rest, enrolled from out of the Countries beyond 
tbc Alpes, hee termed by a French word, for named it was 
Alauda*. Which, being trained in militarie discipline, 
armed also and set out after the Romaine fashion, hee 
afterwards enfranchized throughout and made free of Rome. 

• For that hee was extraordinarily absent, lonEec than the Law Semprama 
did pemiit. ' The biid Galn-Ua ot Casiila, so called of a eccsl, upon tbc 
bcB^ This Legion it should seemc naie Plumes of feathers to their ciesl« 
|C Helmets, whereupon it tooke that name. 
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Neither from this time forward forbare he any occasioi 
warre, were it oever so unjust or dangerous : picking quam! 
as well with coafederate Nations, as those that were enemie 
savage and barbarous ; whom he provoked to take Annea 
in so much as the Senate one time decreed to send certain 
Embassadours for to survay and %isite the State of tt 
Gaules : yea, and some were of opinion ^ that he should b 
delivered unto the enemies hands. But by reason that h 
affaires sped well and had good successe, hce obtained i 
regard thereof solemne Supplications '' both oftncr, and t 
bold more daies than ever any man did (before himselfe). 



25 



J 



During the time of his (provincial!) government, wl 
continued nine yeares space, these, in manner, were tl 
Acts which hee performea. All that part of Gaulc, whi( 
from the Forrest and Mountaine Pyremeus, the Alpes, at 
the hill Gebena, is enclosed withm the Rivera Khene ai 
Rhosne, containing in cu-cuit 3200 miles, not accountii 
the associate Cities and States who had deserved well of tl 
people of Rome, hee reduced into the forme of a Provuw 
and imposed upon them a payment of tribute yeerely. T.' 
Germanes inhabiting beyond the Rhene, he of all t! 
Romaines first assailed by meanes of a bridge which i 
built over the said River, and those he grievously plagu 
and gave them manie great overthrowea. He set upon t 
Britaines also, a people before time unknowne, whom h 
vanquished and compelled both to pay money, and also 
deliver hostages. In so many prosperous battailes ai 
fortunate exploits, he tasted of adverse fortune thrice ont 
and no more : once in Britaine, when his Fleete had like 
have beene lost and cost away in a violent tempest : a seco 
time in Gaule, where a Legion of his was discomfited a 
put to flight, neare unto Gergovia : and last of all, in t 
marches of Germanic, when Titurius and Aurunculeii 
Lieutenants were forlaycd by an ambush and put tfn^ 
Bword. 

' Namely Calo, Plutarch. 

32 



TWELVE C.ESARS 



[ Within the compasac of which very same time, hee lost 
_ J death, 6rst, his Mother i, then his daughter (Julia) : and 
not long after his Neecc * by the said daughter. And in this 
meane while, the Common -wealth being much troubled and 
astonied at the murder of Clodius \ when the Senate thought 
good there should be but one Consul created, namely Cn. 
Pompeius, hee dealt with the Tribunes of the Commons 
(who intended that hee should be the Colleague in Office 
with Pompeius) to propose this rather unto the People, 
That they would grant leave unto him in his absence, when- 
soever the terme of his government drew toward an end, 
to sue for his second Consulship : because he might not be 
constrained upon that occasion, and whiles the warre was 
yet unfinished, to depart out of his Province. Which when 
be had once obtainecl at their hands, reaching now at higher 
mfttters, and full of hopes, there was no kind of largesse, 
no manner of dutifull OHice either in publique to the whole 
Citie, or privately unto any person that he omitted and left 
undone. His Forum or stately Hall he began to build with 
the money raised of the spoiles gotten in warres : the very 
plot of ground whereon it should stand, cost him MiU'ica 
ncaterliitm" and above*. He pronounced also a solemne 
Sword-fight and Feast unto the people, in the honour and 
memoriall of his Daughter, a thing that never any man 
did before him. And to cause an expectation of these 
solemnities in the highest degree, the viands and whatsoever 
pertained unto the feast, albeit he had agreed with Butchers 
and Victualers for the same at a certaine price, he provided 
ncverthelesse by his housho Id -servants *, All the notable and 
well Lnowne sword players, when and wheresoever they fought 
so, as upon the mislike and displeasure of the beholders they 
wer« in danger to be killed in the place at their commaunde- 
ment, he tooke order and charged they should be had away 

* Anrelia a Dame of singulai chaslitic. ' Neptcm, alii nepelem, Ibat is, 
Nephew. ■ Bf Milo. * That is, a hundred millians of Sesterces, and 
ao, M Plinie writeth, lib. 36, up. 15, if Gtaieauus readeth tiuly, MiUitt 

" DumesticaUm. 
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by force and reservL'd for himsclfe. As for new-Fencers and 
young beginners, liee trained them neither in any publique 
Schoole, nor under professed Masters of that Facultie, but 
at home in private houses, by Gentlemen of Rome, yea, and 
Seuatours, also, such as were skilful in their weapon and 
in feates of Armes, praying and beseeching them earnestly 
(as appeareth in his Epistles unto them) to take the charge 
of every one severally, and to have a speciall care to instruct 
each one, and give them rules in their exercises. The legion- 
arie Souldlours pay in money he doubled for ever. And so 
often as there was plenty of come, hee gave them their 
allowance of it without stint and measure, and other-while 
he bestowed ujmu every one a slave or bond-servant, yea 
and possessions by the poll. 

27 
Moreover, to retaine still the bond of acquaintance, 
affinitie, and good will of I'ompeius, Octavia his sisters 
Neece' wedded unto C. Marcellus, hee atlianced and made 
sure unto him ; but withall, he craved his daughter to wife, 
promised in mariage before unto Faustus Sulla. Having 
thus obligued and brought to his devotion all those about 
him, yea, and the greater number of Senatours, by crediting 
out his money unto them, eitiier gratis, or upon a slight 
consideration : those also of other sorts and degrees, either 
invited kindly by himselfe, or resorting unto him of their 
owne accord, hee gratified with a most maguificent and 
bounteous congiarie". The freed men besides, yea, and the 
Servants and Pages belonging to every one, according as 
any of them were in favour with their Lord and Mtuster', 
tasted of his liberality. Moreover, there was not a man 
sued in Court judicially and in danger of the Iaw; there 
was not any deepely engaged and endebted unto their 
Crcditours ; there were uo prodigall young spend thrifts, hut 
be was their onely supporter, and most readie at all assaies 
to helue them : unlesse they were those that either had com- 
mittea such grievous crimes, or were so low brought, or had 
lo Octaviiu Augustiu, 



* Sa, hee was gieal Unklc unto her, like 
the Emperour. ' Or Patronu. 
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^^■Deen so excessive in riot as that they could not possibly be 
relieved by him. For such aa these, bee would say in plaine 
termes and openly, there was no other I'emedie but civill warre. 
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No lesse carefiill and studious was he to allure unto him 
le hearts of Kings, yea, and whole Provinces throughout 
ithe world: unto some, offering in free gift the delivcrie of 
Captives and prisoners by thousands at a time : unto others, 
soiding aide secretly andi under-hand without authoritie or 
commission of Senate and people, whether and as often as 
they would : and more than this, adorning with goodly 
buildiDg and excellent jreeces of work the mightiest Cities 
in Italie, Gaule, Spaine, yea, and of Asia and Greece. This 
he did so long, untill all men now were astonied thereat : 
and when they cast with themselves whereto this might 
tend, at last M. Claudius Marcellus the Consull, after a 
preface and preamble made to his Edict, namely. That he 
would speake as touching the maine point of the Common- 
weale, proposed unto the Senate, That for as much as the 
warre was now ended, and peace abroad established, there 
mi^ht be one sent to succcede him, before his time was 
fully expired ; also. That the victorious Armie ought of 
right to bee dismissed and have their discharge from war- 
fare. Item, that in the High Court and assembly for the 
Consuls election his name should not bee propounded, con- 
sidenng Pompeius afterward had annulled that Act of the 
people ' " (by vertue whereof it was graunted that he might 
be chosen Consul in his absence). Now it had fallen out 
BO, that hec making a Law as touching the right of Magis- 
trates, in that Chapter and branch thereof, wherein he 
disabled those who were absent for being capable of honours 
and dignities, forgat to except Ciesar : and soone after, when 
the said Law was once engrossed and engraven in brasse, 
and so laid up in the Treasurie, corrected his error and 
oversight. Neither was Marcellus content to deprive Caesar 
of his Provinces, and to put him by the priviledge of a 
fbnner Act passed in especiall favour of him, but he made 
' Ei pUbiscila. 
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CAIUS a motion moreover, that those inhabitants, whom by the 1 

JULIUS Vatinia Ciesar had planted in the Colonic of Novocomui 

CESAR should leese the freedome which they had, as Citizens of Rom 

for that this prerogative of theirs had been graunted 1 

ambitious meanes, and beyond that prescript number whi< 

was appointed and warranted by the Decree in that bchall 



Cfeaar highly displeased and troubled at these proceedin) 
and judging it, (as ho was heard by report many times 
give out) an harder matter for him a principall man of t 
Citie, to be deposed and thrust downe from the highest a 
first place of degree into the second, than from the seco 
into the lowest and last of all, withstood him with all ' 
might and power, partly by the opposition and negat 
voice of the Tribunes, and in part by Servius Sulpitius I 
other Consull. Also in the yeare following when C. M 
cellus who succeeded his cousen Germain by the fathers s 
Marcus, in the consulship, assaied to bring the same abo 
he bribed and made lure unto him, with a mightie sum 
of mony, ^milius, Paulus companion with him in off 
and C. Curio a most violent Tribune, to sticke unto h 
and defend his honor. But seeing all things carried s 
against him more obstinately than before, and the r 
Consuls elect take the contrarie side and bent another w 
he wrote unto the Senate, and by his letters humbly 
sought them, not to suffer the benefit granted unto 1 
by the people to be taken from him: or if they did, 
to give order that other Generals likewise as well as I 
might leave their Armies: presuming confidently, as i 
thinke, upon this, himselfe should be able whensoever 
pleased to assemble together his souldicrs more easily t 
Pompeius to levy new. But with his adversaries he a 
have treated by way of Capitulation in these termea, t 
after he had discharged and sent away 8 Legions, and gi 
over the province of Gaule beyond the Alpes, he migh 
allowed 2 legions with the province on this side the Al] 
or if not so, yet at least wise one, together with lUyric 
until such time as he were created consul. 

86 



TWELVE C^SARS 



30 

But perceiving that the Senate came not betweene nor 
interposed their authoritie to stop the course intended 
■gainst him, and his adversaries denied flatly to admit all 
manner of capitulating and composition concerning the 
common- weal til, he passed into the hither part of Gaule, 
and having kept the Assizes there and executed his pro- 
vincial! jurisdiction stayed at Ravenna, with full resolution 
to be revenged by open warre, in case there had passed 
from the Seiiat, any sharp and cruell decree, touching the 
Tribunes of the Commons opposing themselves in his be- 
balfe, and quarrelt: and verily this was the colour and 
occasion which he pretended of civill warre : yet men thinke 
there were some other causes and motives thereto. Cn. 
Pompeius was wont to give out that for as much as Cipsar 
was not able of himselfe and with his owne private wealth, 
either to consummate and finish those stately workes and 
aedifices which he had begun, or to satisfie the expectation 
of the people which he had raised and wrought of his 
comming, tnerefore he intended to trouble the state and 
set all on a garboyle. Others say, that he feared least 
he should be compelled to give an accoumpt of tbose 
things which in his first Consulship he had done against 
the sacred Auspices, the lawes, and prohibitions of the 
Tribunes" (in tne name of the people) considering that 
M. Cato had threatned and professed eftsoones, and not 
without an oath, that no sooner should he and his armie 
be parted, hut he would judicially call his name in ques- 
tion and bring him to his answere: also for that it was 
commonly spoken abroad that if he returned ones in qualitie 
of a private person, he should after the example of Milo 
plead before the judges, with a guard of armed men about 
the Court and Tribunall. And this seemeth to bee more 
probable by that which Asinius Pollio writeth, who re- 
porteth, that in the battaile of Pharsalia, when he beheld 
nis adversaries before his face, slaine and put to flight, 
he uttered this speech word for word. ' Loe, this was their 
doing: this would they ncedes have, and I Caius 
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Ceasar after so many worthie exploitea atchieved should baw 
beene a condemned man, had I not craved helpe of mine 
armie.' Some are of opinion, that being so long inured and 
acquainted with soveraigne command, and weighing his owne 
puissance and the power of his enemies, in ballance one 
against the other, took the occasion and opportunitie to 
usurpe that absolute dominion, which in the verie prime 
of h]s years he aspired unto; and of his mind, it seemet^ -i 
Cicero was, who in his 3 book of duties writeth, that C 
had alwaies in his mouth, these verses of Euripides, 



KoAurroi' aoixtiy, ToAAa a fuotpiir }(piiaii. 

Which Cicero himselfe translated thus, 

t, imperii gratia 




For if thou muHt do wrong by breach, 
Of lawes, of right and equitie, 
Tia beat thereby a Crowne to reach. 
In all things els keepe pietie. 

31 
When word therefore was brought unto him, 
Tribunes inhibition and negative voice was put down, and 
themselves departed out of the Citic; having immediatly 
sent before certaine Cohorts privily, because no suspition 
might arise, he dissimuled the matter, and was present in 
person to behold a publike Game, viewed, and considered 
the plot forme according to which he was about to build 
a Schoole of sword fencers, and according to his usuall 
manner gave himselfe to feast and banquet often. After 
this presently upon the Sun-setting, he tooke up certatne 
Mules from the next Bakcrsmil-house ; set them in their 
geires to his wagon, and as closely as possibly he could 
with a small retincwe and companJe about him put himselfe 
in his Joumie; and when by reason that the lights were 
gone out, he had lost his way, after he had wandred a 
long time, at the length meeting with a guide by that 
time it was day, he passed on foote through most narrow 
crosse lanes and by-pathes untill he recovered the right 
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_ _ ^.ii'ne- Now when he had ones overtaken his Cohorts, 
at the river Rubicou, which was the utmost bound of his 
province, he rested and stoode still a little while: then 
casting in his mind, how great an enterprise he went in 
hand with, he turned unto them that were next unto him 
and said, ' As yet my mainters wee may well rctume backc ; 
but passe we once over this little bridge, there will be no 
dealing but by force of armes and dint of sword.' 



V As be thus staled, and stood doubtful! what to doe, a 
Strang sight he chanced to see in this manner. All of 
a suddainc their appeared unto him a certaine man of an 
extraordinary stature and shape withall, sitting hard by 
and piping with a reed. Now when besids the shepheards 
and herdmen many aoldiours also from their standing 
wards ran for to heare him, and among them the Trum- 

Etters likewise, he caught from on of them a Trumpet, 
kpt forth to the river, and begining with a mightie blast 
to sound the battaile, kept on hia pace to the very bancke, 
on the other side. Then Ceasar, ' Let us march on," quoth 
he, ' and goe whither the tokens of the Gods and the injurious 
dealings of our enemies call us. The die be throwne: I 
bave set up my rest. Come what will of it.' 






And thus having conveyed his armie over the river, he 
led with the Tribunes of the commons, who upon their 
expulsion out of the Citic were come unto him, and in 
a ful and frequent assemblie, with shedding tcares and 
renting bis garment down the brest, besought the faithfull 
helpe and assistance of his soldiers. It is supposed also 
that he promised unto every on of them a knights living : 
which happened upon a vain and false perswasion, for when 
in his speech and exhortation unto them, he shewed ever 
and a non the (ring) finger of his left hand % and therwith 
avouched and promised for the satisfaction and content- 
ment of al those by whose meanes he should maintaine his 
dignitie, that he would willingly plucke the 
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ring from off Iiis owne finger'' : those that stood hinmost i 
the Bssembty, who might better see than heare him speak, toe 
that for spoKen which they imagined by bare sight, and so tl 
speech went for currant, That bee promised them the dignil 
of wearing the ring (of gold) together with400000(sesterces^ 

34 
The order, proceeding a final complement of those Ac 
which from thence forth he atchieved, summarily goeth 
this maner. He seized into his hands and held Ficcnu: 
Umbrio, and Hetruria. L. Domitius, who in a factio 
tumult was nominated to be ius successor, and kept Corfinii 
with a garison, he subdued and forced to yeeld : and wh 
he had dismissed him, hce marched along the coast of t 
Adri&tick sea ', to Brundis, whether the Consuls and Po 
peius were fled, intending with all speed to crosse i 
narrow Seas: whose passage after he had ass&ied by 
manner of lets to hinder and stop (but in vaine) he tun 
his journey and took the way directly to Rome. And wl 
he had curteously moved the Senatours to give him meet' 
in the Senate house, there to treat and consult as touch 
the State of the Common-weale, be set upon the m 
puissant forces of Pompeius, which were in Spaine un 
the conduct of three Lieutenants, M. Petreius L. Affrar 
and M. Varro : having given out before among his frie 
and openly professed, that he was going to an Annie with 
a Captaine'; and would retume from thence to a Capti 
without an Armie ^. And albeit the besieging of Mass: 
which Citie in his journey forward, had shut the gi 
against him, and exceeding scarcity of com and victuals 
some impeachment and stay unto bim, yet within a si 
time he overcame and subdued all. 
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From hence having returned to the City (of Rome) a 
and passed over into Macedonic, after he had held PoniS 
besieged for the space wel-neare of 4 nioneths, andl 
within most mighty trenches and strung rampiers, he| 

' That is Venice.gulf. 
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mfited at the last in the Plmrsalian battel and put him 
to flight : and following him hotly in chase as he Bed to 
Alexandria, so soone as he understood that ho was slaine, 
and perceived likewise that King Ptolomsus laid wait for 
his owne person also, he warred upon him : which, to say a 
truth, was a most difficult and dangerous peece of worlte, 
by reason that he managed it, neither in place indifferent, 
nor time convenient, but in the very Winter season, and 
within the walls of a most wealthy and (wlitick enemie, 
being himselfe in distresse and want of all things, and 
unprovided besides to fight. Having atchieved the victory, j 
he grauntcd the kingdome of ^Egypt unto Cleopatra and her 
younger brother, fearing to reduce it into the forme of a 
Province, least at any time, beeing governed under some 
L President of a more stirring spirit and violent nature 
than others, it might give occasion and yeeld matter of 
rebellion. From Alexandria he went over into Syria, and 
so from thence into Pontus, upon the urgent newes as 
touching Phamaces ; whom, notwithstanding he was the 
Sonne of that great Mithridates, and taking the opportunitie 
ot the troubles and civill warre among the Romanes, made 
warre, yea, and now bare himselfe presumptuous and over- 
bold for his manifold victories and great successe, yet within 
5 daycs after his arrivall thither, and 4 houres after he 
came into sight of the enemie, he van<)uished and subdued 
in one oncly battaile: eft-soones and oftentimes recounting 
the felicity of Pompeius, whose hap it was, to win his 
principall name for warfare, of so cowardly a kinde of 
enemies. After this, he defeited Scipio and Juba, repairing . 
the reliques of that side in Africk, and the children of 
Pompeius in Spaine. 

36 

In all the civill warres, bee sustained no losse or overthrow 
but bv his owne Lieutenants : of whom, C, Curio was slaine 
in Affiick : C. Antonius yeeJded himselfe into the hands of 
his enemies in Illyricum : P. Dolabella in the same Illyricum 
lofit his fleete, and Cn. Domitius his armie in Pontus. 
Himselfe fought his battailcs alwaies most fortunatly, and 

F 41 



CAIUS 
JULIUS 
CESAR 



THE HISTORIE OF 

never was so much as in any hazard, save only twice: 'J 
before Dyrrachium, where being discomfited and put tofli 
when he saw that Pompeius followed not on in chase 
said of him. That hee knew not how to use a victorie. 
second time, in Spaine, at the last battaile that eve 
fought, what time, being in great despaire, hee was of r 
even to have killed himselfe. 

37 J 

Having finished all his warres, he rode in 5 triiu 
to wit, when he had vanquished Scipio, i times in md 
the same moneth, but certaine daies betweene : andl 
againe, after hee liad overcome the children of Pomjl 
The first and most excellent triumph that hee solemn 
was that over Gaule : then followed the Alexandrine ; i 
it the Pontick ; next thereunto the AfFrican : and last o 
the Spanish : every one set out diversly, with variet 
Ordinance, provision and furniture. On the day of 
Gaules triumph, as he rode along the Velabrum^, hoj 
like to have bcene shaken out of his Chariot, by fl 
that the Axel-tree brake, Hee mounted up ind 
CapitoU by torch-light, having xl. Elephants on hial 
hand and left, bearing branches' and candlesticks. 9 
Pontick triumph, among the Pageants and shewes ofl| 
pomp, he caused to be caried before him the title and SO 
scription of these three words, Vcni, vidi, vici, I came, I 
I contiuered : signifying, not the acts atchieved by warr 
other Conquerours, but noting his expedition in desps 
ing the warre *. ' 



Throughout the Legions of old Souldiers, he gave in 
name of pillage, unto every footman (over and above 
2000 sestertii", which he had paicd at the beginning of 
civill tumult) 4<X)0 sestertii^^: and to the horse-men 8^ 
a piece * '. He assigned lands also unto them, but not lyin 

■ A sttccle in Rome. " Sic 
aoooo. * Rather quadragtna, H 

portion to hotstmen v/ra double. 
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twether, because none of the owners should be thrust out 
(of their livings). Among the people (of Home) beside s. 
modii'' of come, and as many pints of oyle% he distributed 
and dealt 300 Sesterces ' also by the poll, which hee had in 
times past promised, with an overdeale of 100* a peece to 
boote, for time'. Hee remitted moreover one yeeres house 
rent, unto all tenants in Rome, if it amounted to SOOO 
Sesiertn ** and not above : but to those in Italic, if the said 
rent exceeded not 500'. Furthermore, hee made them a 
general) great feast, and distributed a dole of raw flesh ^ : yea, 
and after his victorie in Spainc he gave them S dinners: 
for, deeming the former of them to have been made 
niggardly and not beseeming his liberality, he bestowed 
upon them 5 daies after, another, and in most large and 
■plenteous manner. 



W He exhibited ahewes of sundry sorts (as namely) a sword- 
fight of Fencers at sharpe : hee set forth Stage Plaies 
likewise in severall quarters and Regions* of the Citie 
throughout, and those verily acted by Flaiers in all 
languages': semblably, the solemne games Circcnses^, hee 
shewed; and brought foorth Champions also to performe 
their devoir, and represented a naval-fight. At the soide 
flolemnitv of sword-plaiers, there fought to the uttrance in 
Hie Market place of Home, Furius Leptinua, descended from 
" e rate of Pretours, and A. Caliwnus, one who had beene 
metime a Senatour, and a pleader of causes at the barre. 
Tiere daunced the Pyrrhick" warlike daunce, the children 
[of the Princes and Potentates of Asia and Bithynia, During 
i'ltbe Stage plaies aforesaid D. Labcrius'' a Gentleman of 
^ Rome acted his owne Poem or Enterlude : for which, being 
rewarded with 500 thousand Sesterces, and a ring of gold, 
he passed directly from the Stage by the Orchestra ', to take 
Up bis place among the Knights in the 14> foremost seates. 

• That is, fot bearing so long. ' Visccraiieitim : which as some thinke 
Pnsius callcth dproicoi, and is expounded n^^pails, whereupon Ihe Genius of 
Ncfa merrimeDts, is named Bfi^poi^i. ' To gratifie all straDgen that con- 
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At the Games Circenses, against which the Cirque was 
enlarged on both sides and iiioted round about, there drave 
the Steedes drawing Chariots foure and two together, yea 
and mounted the vaunting Horses from one to another, the 
greatest gallants and bravest young Gentlemen of the 
Nobilitie. The warlike Trojan Game' was performed by a 
two-fold troupe of greater boyes and lesse. The hunting or 
baiting of wilde beasts was presented five daies together. 
And the last day of all, there was a figlit betweene two 
battailes of 500 footmen, SO Elephants, and 3U horsemen on 
a side, put to skirmish one against the other. For, to the 
end that they might have more scope to bicker together, 
the goftlea' were taken up and remooved : but in steed of 
them were pitched two Campes' confronting one another. 
As for the Champions ^ above-said, they having a place for 
to exercise their feats of Activitie set out and built for the 
present time, strove for the prize or best Game three daies 
together in the Region of Mara field. To set out the 
Naumackie or naval battaile, there was a place digged for a 
great poole, in the lesse Codcla ' ; wherein certaine gallies a» 
well with two ranks of Oares as with three; the ships of 
Tyros also and of ^gypt encountred, being mannetl with a 
great number of fighting men. To behold these sights and 
shewes, such a number of people resorted from all parts, as 
most of the strangers either within the streetes of the Citie 
or in the high waies without, were faine to abide within 
booths pitched of purpose : yea, and often-times very many 
were in the presse crowded and crushed to death ; among 
whom were two Senatours. 
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Turning after this to set the State of the Common- 
in good order, he reformed the Kalender, which long since 
through the Prelates default, by their liberty of interlacing 
(moneths and dales) at their pleasure, was so confused, that 
neither the feastivall holidaies of harvest fell out in Sommer, 
nor those of the vintage in Autumne. And he framed the 
whole yeare just unto the course of the Sonne, that it should 
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mtaine S65 daics; and by abolishing the leape monetb, 
e day every fourth ycare might be inserted betweene'. 
Now to the end that the computation of tlie times to 
some, might from the new Kalends of Januarie ^ agree the 
fT>etter, betweene November and December, he put two 
other moneths. So as, that yeore wherein all this was 
ordained, had 15 moneths, reckoning the ordinaric inter- 
laced monetb, which by course and custome fell just upon 
I tlie said yeare. 

I " 

r He made up the full number of the Senatours '^, and cbose 
unto that place new Patritii^^'. The number of Pretours, 
.^Idiles, Questors, and of other inferiour Magistrates hee 
augmented '. Such as were displaced and put downe by 
vertue of the Censors Office, or otherwise by sentence of 
the Judges condemned for unlawfuU briherie, and suing 
indirectly for any Office, hee restored to their former 
roomes. In the election of Magistrates he parted with 
the people thus farre forth; as (excepting the Competi- 
tours of the Consulship) for all the number besides of 
Candidates, the one halfe should be declared those whom 
the People were disposed to propound, tlic other half^ 
such as himselfe would nominate. Which nomination 
passed by certaine bills sent about unto the Tribes, in a 
oriefe kind of Writ, after this manner : Ciesar Dictatour 
unto this or that Tribe (greeting) I commend unto you, 
such an one and such an one, that by vertue of your 
voices and sutfrages they may have and hold the dignitic 
they sue for. He admitted unto honorable places the 
children of those who had been proscript and outlawed'. 
He reduced all Judgements unto two sorts of Judges, 
namely of the Knights degree and the Senatours; as for 
the Tribunes of the Treasurie or chamber of the Citie, 
which had been the third, he utterlv abolished*. The 
generall survay and numbering of the people he held, 
neither after the accustomed manner", nor in the UGUall 
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place, but atreete bj streete, and that by the Land's 
and owners of measuages and tenements standing togeth) 
and whereaa 3020000 Citizens received allowance of ct 
from the State", he brought and reduced them to 
number of one hundred and fiftie thousand. And to 
end that no new conventicles and riots at any time mi 
arise about this review, he ordained, That every yeare 
the place of those that were deceased, the Pretour sh( 
make a new supply and choise by casting lots, out of s 
as had not beene reckoned and enrolled in the for 
survey. 

4S i 

Moreover, when as to the number of 60000 (Root 
Citizens were bestowed in sundry Colonies beyond the ! 
hee made a Law for the more frequent inhabiting of 
Citie (of Rome) thus exhausted and dispeopled; That 
Citizen above 20 yeares of age, and under 40 {unlessi 
were a sworne souldiour to the State", and so bound 
his oath) should remaine out of Italic above 3 ye 
together. Item, That no Senatours sonnc, except 
lodged within the house or Pavilion, or belonged to 
familiar traine of a chiefe Magistrate '', should travaile (f 
of Italie). Item, That no Grasiars should keep and ret 
fewer than a third part of free borne young men, am 
the keepers of their cattell. All professours of phyaic 
Rome, and teachers of the hberall Arts, he enfranch 
Citizens : that both they themselves might more willi 
dwell in the Citie, and others beside desire there to inhal 
As touching money lent out ; when he had quite put d 
the expectation of cancelling debts', (a thine that was o 
moved ^) hee decreed at length ; That all debtours shi 
satisfie their Creditours in this manner: Namely bj 
estimate made of their possessions, according to the w 
and value as they purchased them before the civill wi 
deducting out of the principall whatsoever had beene p 
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' or set downe in the Obligations for the use ; by which 
condition, the third part wel-neare of the money credited 
forth, was lost. All the Societies and CoUedges, saving 
those that were of auncient foundation, he dissolved. The 
penalties of hainous crimes he augmented : and where- 
as the rich and wealthier sort fell to wickednes so much 
the sooner, because they went into banishment ', and saved 
their whole patrimonies and estates : parricides ^ therfore 
and wilfuU murderers (as Cicero writeth) hee deprived of 
all their goods ; other manslaiers besides he fined with the 
losse of one halfe. 
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He ministred Justice and decided matters in Law, moat 
painfully and with passing great severitie. Such as were 
attaint and convict of extortion ", hee removed even from 
their Senatours place and degree. He brake the mariage 
of a man that had beene Pretour, marying a wife presently 
after two daies that she was divorced and went from a former 
husband, albeit there was no suspition at all of adulterie 
and naughtinesse. Hee ordained customes and imposts of 
forraine merchandize. The use of Licters, likewise the 
wearing of purple cloathes* and of pearle he tookc away, 
•aving onely in certaine persons and ages, and upon special 
daies. The Law Sumptiiaria ", to represse excessive cost in 
fare, he executed most of any other : and for this purpose, 
he set certaine Watchmen and Warders in sundry places 

(about tlie shambles and markets where victuals were sold, 
to lay hold upon all cates and viands contrarie to the 
prescript rule of the Law in that behalfo, and to bring 
the same unto him. Otherwhiles also, he sent secretly his 
owne Officers and Souldiours, to fetch away such meatea 
out of the very dining Parlors and banquetting roomes, 
even when they were set upon the bord, if happily they 
had any way escaped the hands of the foresaid warders. 

' In Ibe free Stale before tfie I 

before Kntence pronounced, and 

I ("xls. " Ot scatlel in gmine. 
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a 

For, aa coneeming his purpose to adome and 1 
the Citie of Rome with gallant works, as abo to maini 
and amplifie the Empire, hee had more matters in hia h 
and greater every day than other. Principally his inte 
and meaning was, to build so stately a temple in the hone 
of Mars, as the like was no where to be scene; having fiU 
up and laid levell that huge pit, wherin he had exhibit 
the shew of a Naval battel : and also to erect an exceed! 
great Theater, fast adjoyning to the Mount Tarpeius. Ite 
to reduce the whole corps of the civill Law to a certai 
mesne and mediocrity : and out of that huge and diSus 
number of Lawes, to choose out the best and necessa 
points, and those to bring into as few volumes aa possil 
might be. Item, to erect pub liquely the greatest Librar 
that he could, as wel of Greeke as Latine Authors : co 
mitting unto M. Varro" the charge, Ixith to provide t 
aaid books, and also to digest and place them in ord 
Item to lay the Meerea and Fennie Plashes Pomptinae dr 
to draw and let forth the lake Fucinus : to make a can 
or high-way, from the Adriatick Sea, by the ridge or ^ 
of the Apennine hill, as farre as to the river Tibri8,'j| 
to digge through the Isthmus*". Moreover, to bridks 
Dakes who had invaded Pontus and Tliracia: and s^ 
after, to make warre upon the Parthians by the way 
Armenia the lesse: but not to give them battell befi 
he had made triall of them'. Amid tiiese purposes a 
designes, death prevented him. Concerning which, bef 
I enter into speech, it shall not be impertinent to deli 
summarily those points which concenie the shape, featu 
and proportion of his body: his habite and apparell; 
fashions and behaviour: and withall, what may touch Bj 
his civill and also his martiall affaires. ■ 

45 " 

Of stature he is reported to have beene tall ; of cc 

picxion white and cleare; with limbs well trussed and 

good plight; somewhat full faced; his eiea black, Ivn 
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' and quick ; also very healtlifull, saving that in his latter 
daiea he was given to faint and swoune sodainly ; yea, and 
as he dreamed, to start and be affrighted ; twice also in 
the midst of his inartiall affaires', he was surprized with 
the falling sicknes ". About the trimming of his body, he 
was over-curious * : so as he would not onely be nottcd 
and s have n very precisely, but also have his haire pluc ked, 
in so much as some cast it in his teetfi^^nd twitted Tiim 
therewith. Moreover, finding by experience, that the de- 
formity of his bald head was oftentimes subject to the 
scoffes and scomes of back-biters and alaunderers, hee tooke 
thf same exceedingly to the heart : and therefore he both 
had usually drawne dowiie his haire that grew but thin, 
from the crowne toward his forehead : and also of all 
honoiu^ decreed unto him from the Senate and People, 
he neither received nor used any more willingly, than the 
priviledge to weare continually the triumphant Lawrel 
guirland. Men say also, that in his apparel he was noted 
for singidarity ^, as who used to goe in nis Senatours purple 
studded robe, trimmed with a jagge or frindge at the sleeve 
hand : and the same so, as hee never was but girt over it, 
and that very slack and loose: whereupon, arose (for cer- 
taine) that saying of Sulla, who admonished the Nobles 
oftentimes, To beware of the boy that went girded bo 

L dissolutely ^ 

46 

He dwelt at first in the Subnrra* ; but after he was high 

I the streete Sacra, in an edifice of the Cities. 

my have written, that he was exceedingly addicted to 

ntnesse in his house, and sumptuous fare at his Table. 

"he Mannor bouse which he founded out of the very ground, 

and with great charges finished in the territorie Nemorensis, 

because it was not wholly answerable to bis minde, he 

, demolished and pulled quite downe: although as yet he 

'/ glreudas vel agtndm, that is, cum aiiem ordinarel, Plutarch. 
s he was setting his Annie in battaile ray- " Or fintasiicill. ' His 
. difTcrent from others, or of a new fashion which the Grcckcs call ^ffCiirai 
■^'}^a>4 KOiia^tai. * A sirecte in Rome much fiequented. 

G 49 
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was but of meane estate and deepely eiidebted. 
this speech goeth of him. That id his expeditions he car 
about with him pavements of checker worke made of qimi 
square cut ^, so as they might be taken asunder, and 
againe together. ■ 

" . ... I 

He made a voyage (as they say) into Brit^une, in H 
of pearies : and otherwhiles, in comparing their bigne 
would with his ownc hand peise them to finde their weif 
For to get and buy up pretious stones, engraved and chi 
peeces. Images, and painted Tables of antique worke, 
was ever most eager and sharp set. Slaves likewise 
they were any thing fresh and new come, trimly set 
with all, and line, he procured at an exceeding pricc^a 
as himsctfe also was ashamed of: so as he forbad e 
the same should he brought in any of his reckoning) 
accoumpts. 

48 

It is reported of him, that in all the Provinces | 
he governed, hee feasted continually, and fumist 
Halls or dining chambers ordinarily ; the one, 
cither Gaulcs in their warlike habite ^ or Greeks i 
cloakes; the other, in which the gown'd Romuntil, 
gether with the more noble and honourable person 
of the Provinces sat. The domesticall Discipline of 
house hcc kept so duly, so precisely, and with such seve 
in small matters as well as greater ; that hee bound A 
fetters and yrons his Baker for serving up secretfyf 
his guests other bread than to liimselfe : and a / 
man of his owne (whom otherwise he did set i 
store by) he put to death, for dishonouring by adul 
Romaine Gcntleman^s wife, albeit no man made com 
thereof. 

* The piviog liles of maible, l-Ic., whereof such tloorcs aie made. 
TurnctiuE expoundelh it ; hut it may be meant of the meaner soi 
Caders pi\zloria,'x'iio mK Saj^i oi palliali: to putadiffeiencc belwec 
and the persons of better quiliiy, who were Togali. 



Bithynia iiuiequid, 
Btpattieator Ctesari/i', unquam hahuit. 
Loake what it was timt Bithyne Land bad ever more o 
And he that CiBBar did abuBo, in lilthie wantonnesse. 
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His good name for continencie and clcane life, nothing 
verily blemished, save onely the aboade and inward 
familiaritic with Nicomedes: but a foule staine that was, 
trbich followed him with shnme for ever ; yea, and ministred 
tauDting and roproacbfuU matter unto every man. I omit 

I the notorious verses of Calvus Licinius. 
h 
E let passe the invectives aiitl accusatorie actions of Dola- 
llella and Curio tlie Fatber : in which, Dolabella for his 
part, termeth liim the Kings Concubine in the Queenes 
place, and the inner roome of his Licter : and Curio nameth 
him Nicomeedes his filth and harlot', yea and the Bithynian 
Brothel house, I uvcrpasse likewise those Edicts of Bibulus, 
wherein he published his colleague, and made him knowne, 
by the name of the Bithynian Queene : saying moreover, 
L ^Euat before, he had loved the King, and now cast a fansie 
the Kingdom. At which veric time, as M. Brutus 
ikea report, there was one Octavius also, a man upon 
temperature of liis brainc given to jest and scoft'e over 
adly, who in a most fretjuent assembly, after be had 
Jled Pompcius, King, saluted him by the name of Queene : 
. Memmius likewise layd in his dish, that he stood with 
( rest of the stale Catamites as Cup-bearer, to serve 
medes with wine at a full feast, where sate at the 
ibte divers Merchants and Occupiers, Citizens of Kome, 
3i08C names he putteth downe. But Cicero, not contented 
rewith, that in certaine Epistles he had written, bow by 
! Guard or Pensioners of the said King being conveied 
iato his bed-chamber^, bee lay downe upon a bed of gold, 
' — wed in purple : and so the flower of youth and maiden- 
of him, who was descended from Venus ', became 
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defiled and destdnd in Bithjnia. One time also, as Cscskt' 
in the Senate house pleaded to the cfluae and in the behalfe 
of Nysa, Niconiedes his daughter, and therewith rehearsed 
up the gracious favours that the King had done unto him, 
'Let be' {quoth he) 'these matters I pray you, and away 
with them, since it is well knowne, both what tee bestowed 
upon you, and also what you gave to him.' Finally, in 
the Triumph over Gaule, his Souldiers among other Sonnets 
(such as tney use to chaunt merily when they foUowe the 
(triumphant) Chariot) pronounced also these verses so com- 
monly divulged. 

QaUias Cttnar subegit, Nicomedea Cmsarem, 
Eeee Oeetar nunc triumpkat, ijui ntbegit Qallitu ; 
Nieomtde* now triumphal, qui gubegit *' Ctetarem. 
Cfesar did subdue tlie Gaules, and him hath Nicomede. 
Behold, now Caasar doth triumph, who did the Gaules aubdoifl 
But Nioomede triumpheth not who Caesar had gubdu'd. 

50 

An opinion there is constantly received, that he ' 

given to carnall pleasures, and that way spent much: i 

that he dishonoured many Dames, and those of noble houses : 

by name among others, Postumia the wife of Servius Sul- 

iiitius; Lollin, wife to A, Gabinius; TcrtuUa, M. Crassus 
lis wife, and Mutia the wife of Cn. Pompeius. For, eertaine 
it is, that not onely the Curiones, both Father and Sonne, 
but many others also reproached Pompeius, that for whose 
cause, he had put away his owne wife after she had home 
him three children, and whom hee was wont with a deepe 
sigh and groane to call jEgisthus • ; his daughter (1 say) 
afterwards, hee espoused ; upon a desire of power and great- 
nes by that manage. But above the rest, he cast affection 
to Servilia the mother of M. Brutus ; for whom both in his 
last Consulship ^ he had bought a pearle that cost him sixe 
millions of Sesterces^ : and also unto whom during the dvill 

■ That is, Adulterer: (at da^X- vSgyslhus coaimiiled adultciy with 
Clytemnestra the wife of Agamemnan, ' Proiimo, alii hguttt prime, that 
ii, first, miH Bibtth. ' 46S75 pounds sterling, or 150000 French crowns, 
according to Budxui. 




TWELVE C^SARS 

warre, over nnti above other free gifts, hee sold in open port 
sale, faire Lands and most goodly Manors at a very low 
price : what time verily, when most men mervailed that they 
went so oheape, Cicero most pleasantly and conceitedly, 
• That yee may know ' (quoth hee) 'shee hath the better penny- 
worth in the purchase, Tertia deehtcta est ' ", For it was 
thought that Servilia was bawd also to her owne daughter 
Tertia, and brought her to Cn-sar his bed. 

51 
Neither forlmre lie so much as mens wives in the Provinces 
where he was govemour, as appeareth even by this hia 
Oistichon, taken up likewise by his Souldiours at the Gaule 
Triumph '. 

Urbani, itrvaCe wcoret; machJim calvum ad dueimoK, 
Auto in Gallia ituprum emisti, liic gumpiisCi mutuuia. 

5S 
He was enamoured also upon Queenes, and among them 
he loved Eunoe, the Moore, wife of Iktgudes (King of 
Mauritania) upon whom, as also upon her husband, he 
bestowed very many gifts and of infinite value, as Naso 
hath left in writing; but most especially hee fancied 
Cleopatra : for, with her, hee both sate up many times and 
feasted all night long even untill the breake of day ; and 
also in the same Barge or Galley ^ called Thalamegos ', had 
passed into ^gypt, almost as farre as to Ethiopia, but that 
tits Armie refused to foUowe : and in the end having trained 
^tier into the Citic of Rome, he sent her back againe, not 
:hout exceeding great honours, and enriched with many 
nrards : yea, and suffered her to call the sonnc she bare, 
r his owne name *. Whom verily, some Greek writers 
lavc recorded, to have been very like unto Casar both in 
~iBpe and also in gate^: and M. Antonius avouched unto 
^e Senate, that by the same resemblance he knew him to be 
'b Sonne : averring withail. That C, Matius, Caius Oppiua, 
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CAIUS and the rest of Cwsars friends know as much. ( 
Jm..I(JS c. Oppius (as if the thing were so pregnant, that it requin 
some Apologie and defence) put forth a book entituled thu 
That he was not Ccrsars Sonne, whom Ckopalra Jhthert 
upon him. Helvius Cinna, a Tribune of the Com. confessi 
unto many persons, That hee had a Law drawnc out 
writing and in readines, which Ciesar being absent himse) 
commaunded him to propose, to this cSect, That it might 
lawfull for him to marrie what wives ^ and as many as I 
would °, for to get childrtu upon. And that no man need 
all to doubt how infamous he was, both for uncleannei 
of body against kinde ^, and also for adulteries, Curio 4 
Father in a certaine Oration calicth him a woman f 
men, and a man for all women, 

53 
That he was a most spaire drinker of wine, his ve 
enemies would never denie. Whereupon arose this Apop 
thegm of M. Cato, That of all that ever were, Csesar alo 
came sober to the overthrow of the State. For, about 1 
foode and diet C. Oppius sheweth hee was so indiflTere 
and without curiosity, that when upon a time his Host i 
before him upon the bord olde ranke oile ^ in steed of greei 
sweet, and fresh, so that other guests refused it, be onely ( 
his saying) fell to it and eate therof the more liberal! 
because he would not be thought to blame his Host* 
for negligence or rusticitie. 
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From other mens goods he held not his hands, neitl 
when he had the command of Armies abroad, nor when 
was in place of magistracie at home; for, in SpaJne i 
some have recorded) he took money of the Proconsul *, a 
the Allies there, and that by way of begging, to help h 
out of debt ; and certaine townes of the Lusitanes ', 

' Quas tl ^itol, ducert vetltt, even on Alien. * Fni otherwise. irnXirit 

WIS uolawfull. And Antoliius was the first Romsine ihal hud two wivcj 

' Cinditum eleum ficriuU, cer. or condilum product ia 

: t Q, friend, i Tubero. » That ii ii 
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jtcked in hostile manner, albeit they denied not to do CAIU3 

whatsoever he commanded them ; and besides, did set open "JEyji? 

their gates for him against his comming. In Gaule he <-'ESAR 

robbed and spoiled the Chappels and Temples' of the Gods, 

full of rich gifts and oblations. As for Cities, he put them 

to the sack, more often for bootie sake and pillage, than for 

any trespasse committed. Whereupon it came to passe, that 

he got aoundancc of gold, so as of it which he had to spare 

and did set to sale, he sold ^ throughout Italy and in the 

Provinces after 3000 sesterces of silver the pound weight'. 

In his first Consulship, when he had stollen out of the 

Capitoll three thousand pound waight of gold, hec bestowed 

in the place thereof as much brasse guilt. The priviledges 

of Societie and alliance with the Romanes, as also Kings 

Titles he gave for summes of money '' : as who (for example) 

from Ptolomeus" that was but one, tookc away wel-neere 

6000 talents', in the name of himselfe and Pompeius: but 

afterwards by most open pilling, poling, and sacriledges, he 

maintained the charges both of civitl warres, and also of his 

triumphes and solemne shewes ^ exhibited to the people. 



In eloquence and warlike featea together", he either equalled 
\OT excelled the glory of the very best. After his accusation 
of Dolobella, he was no doubt ranged in the ranke of the 
principall Advocates at Law. Ccrtes, Cicero in his Catalogue 
of Oratours to Brutus, sayeth ; ' He cannot see any one, 
unto whom Cssar might give place'; affirming withall, 
*That hee holdeth an elegant and gay, a stately also, and in 
isome sort a generous and Gentlemanlike kind of pleading': 
['and unto Cornelius Nepos, thus wrote he of the same 
C»sar, ' What should a man say more ? which of all there 
Oratours that practised nothing else but Oratorie, will you 
prefcrre before this Ca?sar? who is there in sentences either 
quicker or cumming thicker ? who for words, yeelded more 
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galliiDt or more elegant?' Hee seemeth whiles lie 
but young, to have followed that forme of eloquence one 
which Strabo Cffisar jirofessed : out of whose Oration a 
intituled, Pro Sardis, lie transferred some sentences, woi 
for word, into his owne, called IMvinatio. It is said, tt 
iji his Pronunciation ', he used an high and shrill voyce; 
ardent motion ; and earnest gesture, not without a lov 
grace. Some Orations he left behind him (in writin 
Among which certaine goe under his name, but untruely 
namely that pro Q. Meiello: which Augustus deemi 
(and not without good cause) to have heene written rati 
by Notaries, who either tooke not his words aright, or wr 
not so fast, as he delivered them, than penned by himse 
For in certaine copies I find that it had not so much as t 
Inscription, Pro Meiello : but guam acrimit MeteUo ^ : be 
(as it is indeede) a speech comming from the person 
C^sar, cleering MetelKis and himselfe, against the crimi 
tions and alaunders of common backebitera to them bo 
The Oration likewise. Ad M'ditcs^, in Spaine, the sa 
Augustus hardly thinketh to be his : and yet there Ix 
of them extant ; the one, was pronounced at the fon 
battaile: the other, at the latter: when, by the report 
Asiiuus Pollio, he had not so much as any time to mak 
speech ; the enemies ran upon him and charged so suddaii 

56 ' 

He left Commentaries also of his owne Acts, to «n 
touching the Gaule-warre, and the Civill warre with Pomn 
For, of the Alexandrine, African, and Spanish warres^S 
was the writer it is uncertaiue : whitest some tbiuke va 
Oppius ; others, Hirtius ; who also made up and fiofl 
the last of the Gaule-war, which was unperfect. As i 
ceming those Commentaries aforesaid of CEesar, Cicen 
the same booke*, writeth thus : ' Hee wrote Comments 
exceeding well, I assure you, to be liked : (naked they 
straight and upright, yea and lovely too, being de^ 
it were, of all ornaments and trimme attire of Styld 
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[irhile his mind was, that other disposed to write a complet 
historic, should furnish and serve themselves with matter 
there ready to their hands, happilie, to some foolish folke he 
did some pleasure, who are willing to curie and frizle the 
same with their crisping pins, but surely the wiser sort he 
skared altogither from wnting/ Of the same Commentaries, 
HirtiuB giveth this report, 'They are 'quoth he, 'in the judge- 
ment of all men so approved, that it seemes he hath pre- 
vented writers, and not given them any helped And yet, 
our admiration of this matter is more than all mens beside. 
For, whereas others doe know onely how well and purely 
they were penned, wee note also with that facilitie ana 
expedition ne wrote them. Pollio Asinius^ thinketh they 
were compiled with smal care and diligence: with as little 
regard also of sound truth : seeing that Ciesar received hand 
over head, and beleeved most things lightly : namely such as 
were by others atchieved ; and even those Actes which 
himsclfe exploited either of purpose or for default of 
memorie hee put downe wrong ; he supposeth also that he 
nneant to have written the same a new and corrected them. 
He left moreover ii. books, de Anahgia: and as many 
Antkatones^ besides a Poeme, entituled Iter- of which 
books the formost ' he made in his passage over the Alpes, 
what time as having ridde his Circuits and finished the 
Assises, he returned out of the hither province of Gaule to 
his armie: those next following^', about the time of the 
battaile at Munda. And the last of all ", whiles he travailed 
from the Citie of Rome into the farther province of Spaine, 
and performed that journey within 24 dayes". Extant, 
there bee also Epistles of his written unto the Senate : which 
(as it seemeth) he was the first that turned into pages and 
leaves, oven to a forme of a Memoriall ^ : whereas before 
time, the Consuls and generalles, never sent any letters but 
written overthwart the paper. Missives likewise there be of 
his written to Ciecro, and to familiar friends as touching 
home-aflaires. In which, if any matters of secrecie were to 

' Aainlus Pollio. ' Againsl Cicero in the dispraise of Calo Utieensis in 
whose commendation Cicero had written before. ' Dt Analegia. * Anti- 
• Caiana. ' Itrr. ' Or rather 17. ' A Booke of remembrance. 
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be carried, he wrote them by privie markes^ : that is to « 
placing the letters in such order, as there could not a 
word be made of them. Which if a man would descypl 
and find out, he must of Necessitie exchaunge everie ioui 
letter of the Alphabet, to wit, d for a and the rest likewisi 
Furthermore there be certaine workes of his abroad in m< 
hands written when he was a boy and a very youth : 
namely. The Praises qfHerades, The Trofftrdie o/^ (Edipi 
as also, Calkcta of Sayings and Apophthegms : all wh: 
pamphlets, Augustus fort)ad to be published, in a certa 
Epistle of his; which beeing verie briefe and plaine; 
sent to Pompeiiis Macer whome hee had appointed f<w^ 
disposing and ordering of his Libraries. m 
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In handling his weapon* most skilful! he was, and 
horsemanship as cunning : but what paines he would ta 
it is incredible. In the marching of his armie, his man 
was to be formost : sometime on horsebacke*, more often 
foote : bare headed, whether the Sunne shone, or the Clo 
poured raine. He made exceeding long Joumies w 
mcredible speede : even an hundred miles a day riding 
some hired wagon ^, if he were lightly appointed otherv 
and without cai-iages. Were rivers in his way to hinder 
passage ? crosse over them he would ; either swimming 
els bearing himselfe upon blowed lether bottles * : so fi 
verie often he prevented the letter-cariers, and messenj 
of hia comming. 

58 j 

In performing his expeditions and martial expk 
doubtful it is, whether he were more warie or adventur 
He neither ledde his armie at any time through wi 

• In manner of Cyphrcs. ' c for b etc ' Or bearing ainies. 
riding sa horec. ° Or carroch with fowre wheeles, ■'. rrTpiKi;K\ti\ 
rffrowrt*, Gmci. ' In imitation hereof Ibc Romnios devised Anegep 
quasi iatnyi^ipat, i. bridges founded upon sudi lealher ixitties blowne 
wind, or lightly stuffed willi straw. 
58 
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duigerous for ambushments, before he had throughly vewed CAIU8 
and descried the situation of the quarters: nor put over ""^I,^!^ 
his fleete into Britaine, until! he had beforehand in proper CESAR 
person ' sounded the havens, and tryed the manner of sayling, 
and arrivall to the Hand. Howbeit, the same man, (as 
circumspect as he was) upon newes brought unto him, that 
his Campe was beleagured in Germaine ; passed through his 
enemies Corps de gvard in French babite, and so came unto 
his owae men. From Brindis to Dirrhachium, he sayled 
over sea in winter *, betweene ii. Fleetes of the enemies riding 
opposite one to the other : and whiles his own forces which 
he had commanded to follow streight after him, lingered 
still behinde; having sent messengers oftentimes to call 
them away but all in vaine, at last himselfe secretly in the 
night went abourd into a verie small botouni, with his 
head hooded : and neither discovered who he was, nor 
suffered the pillot to give way unto the Tempest that 
,came full affront the vessell, before hee was well nere 
rwhelmed with the waves. 
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No religious feare of divine prodigies could ever fray him 
from any enterprise, or stay him if it were once in hand. 
As he sacrificed upon a time, the beast made an escape and 
ran away: yet for all that differred not he his journey 
against Scipio and Juba. He fortuned also to take a fall 
then, even as hee went forth of the ship to land: but 
turning this foretoken to the better presage, ' I take posses- 
sion,' quoth hee, ' of thee, Afrike.' Moreover, in verie 
skome, and to make but a mockerie of those prophesies, 
whereby the name of Scipions was fatall to that province, 
and held luekie and invincible there, he had with him in 
his Campe the moat base and abject fellow of all the 
Cornelian family, and who in reproch of his life was sur- 
Domed Saluito '. 

' Yet himselie wrileth th»l he sent C. Voasenos before. = Hitmi, or in 
a tempettuoui and stoimie season, xs Virgil and others use the word. * Or 
— " hitio, Re&d Plinie, NatnT, Hist. lib. 7- c»P- la. 
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He fought not often i set fields appointed before hi 
but uppon the present occasion offred ; man; times 
struck a battaile immediatly after his joumy, otherwl 
in most foule and stormie wether, when no man 
thought he would once sturre. Neither held he off, 
detracted fight, but in his latter dayes: being tbei 
this opinion that the oftencr he had gotten victorie, 
lesse he was to venture and make tryall of fortune; i 
that a victorie could gaine him nothing so mucJi, 
some disasterous calamitie might take from him. 
enemie put he ever to flight, but he discamped hin 
drave him out of the field. By this meanes he gave 
whom hee had once discomfited, no time to be thinke I 
selves. In any doubtful) and dangerous service, his iq 
was to send away the horses, and his owne with the 
to the ende, that when all meanes of flight were goac^ 
might of necessitie be forced tlie rather to stand to ' 
abide to the last. 
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The horse he used to ride upon was strangly m 
with feete resembling verie neere a mans, ana the 
cloven like toes, which horse was foaled about home 
when the Soothsayers of their teaming had prono 
that he presaged unto his owner the Empire of the 
world, verie carefull hee was to rearc him and nourish 
Now when as the beast would abide no man els to rid) 
himselfe was he that backed him first. The full potii 
and proportion of which horse, he dedicated also aftec 
before tnc Temple of Venus Genitrix •. 



Many a time himselfe atone renued the battaile «{ 
was discomfited, standing in their way that fled and bl 
them one by one backe : yea and by wreathing their ti 
he turned them againe upon the enemies, iIiub deal 

' Neil saft. Some read, iioti lanluiti, i. not oncty etc. but tint 
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'■«fty with his own soldiers, when they were many times verily CAIUS 
so fearefully maskared, that a Standerdbearer threatned as JULIUS 1 
he staled him^, to smite him with the footepoinct^ of the 
speare that carried the JCgle"; and auother left behinde 
' — the Ensignc in Ccasars tiand as he deteined it, 
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^■ium 



Of his constant resolution these be no lesse tokens, if not 
greater (which I shall now reherse). After the battaile of 
Pharsalia, when he had sent his forces before into Africke, 
and himselfe crossed the seas through the streight of 
Hellespont in a small passengers barke', where he met 
with L. Cassius one of the adverse part, with x. strong 
war-ships armed with brascn beakeheads ; be avoided him 
not, nor gave way: but affronting him, began to exhort 
him for to yeld : and so upon his humble supplication 
received him abourd. 



H At Alexandria being busie about the assault and winning 
E«rf a bridge where by a sodaine sallie of the enemies he was 
driven to take a boat, and many besides made hast to get 
into the same, he Icpt into the sea, and by swimming almost 
a quarter of a mile recovered clearo the nest ship : bearing 
up his left hand all the while, for feare the writings which 
he held therein should take wet, and drawing his rich coate 
armour after him by the teeth ", because the enemie should 
not have it as a spoyle. 

His soldiers hee allowed for good, in regard neither of 
inanncrs and behaviour*, nor of wt-lth and outward estate % 
but unely of bodily strength : and he used them all with 
like severitie : with like indulgence also and sufferance. For 

' Aquiiifer. Some read AqitiHfera, as if CaEsar Ihreatoed tlie SUnderd- 
beaier. See Valer. Max, lib. 3. cap. a. ' Wherewith it was pitched into 
tbe groimd. ' Vtctoria nainiula, a feirie boat. If you read victor, 1. being 
conquerooi, distingaish Iheie. ' This seemetb Strang and coDtru; to the 
RonuLO« diuipUne. ' a fartuna, irKavrMrir, othera read, a forma, i, 
"■"tftuiy, favoui, and Icatuie of Imdy. , 
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be awed and chastised them not in all places nor i 
times : but only when the enemie was very neere at hai 
and then especially was he most severe, and precise 
exacting and executing of discipline : in so much as I 
would not give them warning of the time, either of joun 
or of battaile, but kept them readie, intentive and pi 
to be led forth upon a Buddaine, everie minute of an hoi 
whether soever he wold ; this did he also many times wi' 
out any cause, especially upon rainie daies and festiv 
And admonishing his soldiers ever and anon, to obsi 
and have an ey unto him, ho would suddainely in 
day-time or by night, withdraw himsclfe out of the j' 
yea and stretch out his journy more then ordinarie;' 
to tyre them out who were late in following after. 
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As for his soldiers that were terrified with the r 
their enemies, his manner was to animate and encoiA 
them, not by denying or diminishing,^ but by augm 
ing the same to the highest degree, even above the tr 
And thus upon a time, when the expectation of J 
his comming was terrible, he called his soldiers togiti 
and in a pubtike speech unto them, 'Be it knowne i 
you all,'c[uoth he, 'that within these very fewe dayes 
King will bee here with a power of 10 Legions of 3( 
men of armcs'^: an hundred thowsand light armours^ 
three hundred Elephants. Forbeare therefore some of 
to enquire or imagine further of the matter : but 
credite unto me, that know this for a truth: ot. 
verely I will embarque you in the oldest ship I ca^ 
and cause you to be carried away with any wind^ 
what Landcs and Countries it shall be your fortuD 
fall upon."' 

. . . "' . J 

As touching his soldiers trespasses and delinquency 
neither observed and tooke knowledge of them all, dS 

' Minuende, or inhibeada, i. suppressing, whicli might seeme good p 
* Fotemen heavily armed. ' Footcmen lightly onned. 
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inished them fully to the proportion *. But as he made 
Btreight inquisition after those who trayterously forsooke 
their colours, and were mutinous, and proceeded against 
them with rigour: so, at others he would winke. Some- 
times also, after a ^eat battaile and victorie obtained, he 
released them all of militarie duties; permitting them in 
all licentiousnesse to roist and royot wantonly here and 
there : beeing wont to give it out, That his souldiers 
(perfumed though they were with Odours: and besmeered 
with sweete oyles) could fight valiantly. Neither called he 
them in his publikc oration, plaine soldiours, hut by a more 
pleasing name. Fellow-soldiers. Furthermore he maintained 
them so trim and brave, that he stucke not to set them 
out in pohshed armour, damasked with silver and gold : 
as well for goodly shewe, as because they should in battaile 
take better hold and kecpe the same more surely for feare 
of damage and losse. Moreover he loved them so affec- 
tionately, that when he heard of Titurius his overthrow^, 
he suffred the hairc of his head and beard to growe long, 
and would not cut the same before he had revenged their 
death. By which meanes, he both had his soldiers most 
^evoted unto hun, and also made them right valorous. 
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m When he was entred into the Civill warre, the Centurions 
of everie Legion presented unto him one horseman a peece, 
provided out of their owne private stocke"; and generally 
all his soldiers ofFred their service freely, without allowance 
of come or wages out of his purse: considering that the 
welthier sort had taken iippon them the finding and mainten- 
ance of the poorer. Neither all that long time of solderie, 
was their any of them that once revolted from him ; and 
verie many being taken prisoners (by the enemies) and 
having life granted unto them upon condition, they would 
serve as soldiers against him, refused it. Hunger and other 
extremities which necessarily follow warre, not onely whilst 
they were beseeged, but also when themselves befeagured 

' /Vo madt, or, firo more, t, after Ibe m 
~c LegiQos wilh bim, A.V.C. 700. 



n of militarie disdpline. ' And 
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others, they indured so resolutely, that during their stroi 
siedge and fortification against Dyrrachium, Porapey, wh 
he saw what kinde of bread made of a certaine Herbe** th 
lived upon, said, He had to deale with wild beasts, coi 
manding withall, the same quickly to he had away, and r 
shewed to any one : for feare, least his owne soldiers hea 
should be utterly daunted, seeing once the patience a 
coDstancie of their enemies. And how valiantly they bi 
themselves in fight, this on thing may testifie tnat havi 
taken one foy'e in a battaile before Dyrrachium, tl 
voluntarily offered to be executed therfore ' ; in so much 
their Generall was more troubled about comforting tl 

Eunishing them. In all other battailea, they fewer in num 
y many parts, easily vanquished infinit forces of tl 
enemies. To conclude, one cohort "^ and no more of th 
Legion, which had the keeping of a skonce \ made good 
place and held out for certaine houres against foure 
Pompeis Legions : and were in manner all of them through 
shot into their bodies with a multitude of their arrows: 
which were found one hundred and thirtie thousand wit 
their trench and rampires. And no mervaile, if a r 
consider their several facts singly by them selves, cithe: 
Cassius Scieva a Centurion, or of C, Acilius a common sold 
to say nothing of many more. Scseva, when his eie 
smitten out, his thigh and shoulder shot through, and 
buckler perced likewise with tlie shot of l^Oarrowes* 
defended the guard of the fort committed to his charge, 
kept it still, Acilius in a fight at sea before Massilia, a 
his right hand was quite cut off, wherwith he had cau 
the Poope of his enemies ship, following herein that mer 
able example of Cynecirus among the Greekes, leapt : 
withstanding into the saide shippe. shoving and dri' 
before him with the bosse and pike of his buckler thoaftj 
he met in his way. J 

69 
In ten yeeres space during the Gaule-warre, they nevi 
much as once mutinied : in the Civill warres some t 

' Or fort, allhe Siege of Dyrrachium. » Plutarch, 130. 
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•y did : yet so as they were soone reclaimed and came CAIUS 
^aine into order: not so much by the remisse indulgence JULIDS 
as the authoritie of their Captaine : for, never would he t-KSAR 
yeeld one jot unto them in these their seditious tumults: 

nay, hee alwaies withstood and crossed them : and verily J 

the 9 Legion at Placentia, (notwithstanding Fompeius yet J 

was in armes with his power in the field) he caslierde ful 1 

and wholy, and sent away with sliame : yea and after many J 

humble prayers and supplications with much a do restored he I 

them to their places again, and not before execution done I 

upon the offenders. I 

170 I 

Aa for the soldiers of the tent Legion, when as in Rome J 

they earnestly called for their discharge from warfare, and I 

required their rewards even with mightie threats, and that I 

to the exceeding datiger of the whole Citie, at what time I 

also, the war was verie bote in Afrike, he neither would I 

admit them into his presence, nor yet dismisse them albeit I 

his friends seemed to scare him from taking that course : but I 

with one onely word, wherby he named them Quirites^, I 

insteed of MUitcs, he did so gently tume and winde, yea j 

and bring them to his bent, that forthwith they made I 

answere, They would be his souldiers still : and so of 1 

their owne accord followed him into Africk, notwithstanding J 

he refused their service. And yet for all this, he ammerccd I 

and fined the most mutinous sort of them with the losse 11 

of a third part, both of the pillage and also of the Lands I 

appointed for them. 1 

71 I 

In affectionate love and faitlifull protection of his depeti- I 

dants, he was not wanting in his verie youth. When he had I 

upon a time defended Masintha a noble young Gentleman I 

against King Hiempsal', so earnestly, that in the debate J 

and altercation between them he flew upon Juba the Kings ■ 

Sonne and caught him by the beard": after that the said I 

Masintha was pronounced definitively the Kings Tribu- I 

^m 1 Who laid clilmc unto Masinllu as his THbulaiif. 1 

Ml i>5 1 
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CAIUS tarie ' : he forthwith both rescued him out of their 1 ^ 
JULIUS that would have haled him away : and also kept him clos 

L&SAB long time in his owne Lodging ; and soone after his Pret 
ship there expired, when he went into Spaine, tooke 
young gentleman away with him in his own litter aoii 
others hia followers, and favorites, and those ofBceraJ 
attended upon hint with their knitches of rods. 
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His friends he used at all times with so great curt 
tender respect, that when C. Oppius who accompanied 4 
in bis jouruey through a wild forest fell suddaiiiely sicke, 
gave him rowme in the onely Inne that was, while him & 
lay all night upon the ground ^ without doores *. Moreo' 
being now become Emperour and Lord of all : some of tl: 
he advanced even from the lowest degree unto the hi|d 
place of honour. And when he was blamed and repni 
therefore, he professed openly, That if he had usraj 
helpc of robbers by the highway side, of cutters and m 
bucklers in maintaining of his owne dignitie, he wouldj 
faile but requite them and be thankefull even to such, M 
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He never entertained malice and hatred against uiyl 
BO deepely but willing he was to lay downe the same 1 
occasion offered. Notwithstanding C. Mcmmius had ■ 
most hitter invectives against him, and bee againe wxS 
unto him as bitterly, yet soone after, when the said MemI 
stoode for the Consulship, hee friended him all that 
could with his good word and procured him voyces. W 
C. Calvus after certaine Libels and defamatorie Eplgi 
against him, dealt by the mediation of friendes for a rei 
ciliation, he of his owne accord wrote first unto him. . 
for Valerius Catullus (by whose verses concerning Man! 
he could not chuse but take knowledge that he was vi 
and branded with perpetuall infamie) when he excused | 

' Slifiendiarium yuoqiu ftonunliatHm : how ever some tend ft-Mna^ 

as If Cicsar had avencd openly that he wo^ hb waged soldiour. *; 
pallet 01 maltiice upoii the ground. * Under the Jclty of the bouse, , 
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e unto him and was rcadie tu make satisfaction \ be bad 
bim to supper that verie day : and as be used before time, 
so he continued still to make his fathers bouse his lodging. 

Moreover, in his revengements bee was by nature most 
dlde. Those rovers by whome be was taken prisoner, after 
e had forced to yeeld, because he had sworne before that 
he would hang them upon a crosae, he commanded that 
their throats be first cut, and then to he crucified *. Cor- 
□ebus Phagita, whose for-laying him by night, be lying 
sicke and latitant hardly had escaped (although be gave 
bim a good reward*), but had like to have bcene brought 
unto Suila, be never could find in his heart to hurt. Phile- 
mon a servant and secretarie of his, who had promised his 
enemies to take his life away by poyson, he punished onely 
by simple death, without any other torment Being cited 
and called much upon to beare witnesse against P. Clodiiis, 
for being naught with his wife Pompeia, who was accused 
besides for the same cause to have polluted the sacred 
Ceremonies *, he denied that he ever knew any thing of 
the matter, or was able to bring in evidence, albeit both 
his mother Aurelia, and Jidia his sister, bad simply related 
all upon their credites even before the same Jurie and Judges. 
And being demanded thcrupon, wherefore then he had put 
away hia wife P ' Because I deeme,' quoth he, ' that those 
of my house ought to be cleere as well of suspition as of 
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■ By jaying A'fltf^m/if/ 
done. "Wherenote, 

• Ot Bona Dea, i; 
le disguised in womans apparell. 
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e moderation and clemencie which he shewed as well 
, the menaging of the civil war, as in his victorie, was 
admirable. When Pompcius denounced in minatory terms, 
that he would recken him for an enemie, whosoever he was, 
that failed to maintaine the Common- weal th : he for his 



; chappell it was thought he did the 
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part pronounced openly, That he wold make sure accoi 
of them to be his, who stoode indiffereDt betweene and w> 
Neuters. And so many* as upon the commendation 
Pompeius before time, ne had given any charg or pL 
of command unto, in his armie under bim, he graul 
them all free leave and libertie to depart unto him, Uf 
Articles and conditions of yeelding moved and propount 
to Pompeius at Ilerda, whiles between both parts th 
passed reciprocall dealing and commerce continually : wl 
Afranius and Petrcius had taken within their Campe c 
taine of Ceasars soldiers, and {which they repented sot 
after) put them to the sword, he would in no wise imit 
the same perjidious treachery of theirs practised agai 
him. At the battaile of Pharsalia he cryed out, *Sp 
all Citizens'; and afterwards granted unto everie one 
his ownc soldiers (none excepted) this favour to save e 
of them one of the adverse part, whom he would : neit 
were any found or knowne slaine, but in the verie met 
except Afranius, Faustus, and L. Ceasar the younger : i 
even these vercly, men thinke, were not with his gi 
will put to death. Of whom notwithstanding: both 
former, to wit, Afranius and Faustus, after pardon obtai' 
had rebelled and entrcd into armes againe, and L. Cet 
for his part, when in cruell manner by fire and sword 
had made havock of his freed men EUid bondservants, sp 
fully slew the verie wild-beasts also which Ceasar had i 
vided against the solemnitie of a publike shew to be exhibi 
before the people. To conclude, in his very latter daiet 
permitted al those also whom beforetime he had not pardo 
to return into Italy, to govern as magistrates in uxe Ci 
and to command as generals in the field. Yea the t 
Statues of L. Sulla and Pompeius which the commons '. 
overthrown and cast up and down, he erected again 
their due places. And if after this, there was any j 
intended or word spoken against him by his adversa 
to his hurt, he chose rather to represse than to reve 
the same. And so, diverse conspiraces detected and ni 
conventicles, hee found fault with no farther then tl 
by giving notice in some edict and proclamatio%jj 
C8 ^ 



TWELVE C.ESARS 

rhe ba<l intelligence therof. And as for such aa gave out 
bitter speeches of him, he thought it sufficient in an open 
assembhe to give them an Admonition, not to persist there- 
in. Finally, when in a most slaunderous booke written by 
A, Cfficina, and certaine verses as rayling and reprochfuLl 
as it, devised by Pitholaus, his credite and reputation was 
much cracked and empaired he tooke the matter no more 

_ tx> the heart, than one Citizen would have done at an others 
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Howbeit, the rest of his deedes and words overwcigh and 
depresse hia good parts downe : so as lie might be thought 
both to have abused his soveraintic, and worthily to liave 
beene murthered. For, he not only tooke upon him ex- 
cessive honours, to wit, continued Consulship, perpetuall 
Dictature, and Presidency of Manners * ; and more than so, 
the forename of Emperour^, the Surname Father of his 
Countrie; his statue among the Eings, an eminent seate 
of Estate raised above the rest in the Orchestra, among 
the Senatours : but bee suffered also more stately dignities 
than beseeming the condition of a mortal! wight to bee 
decreed and ordained for hini : namely, a golden Throne 
in the Curia, and before the Tribunal * : a sacred Chariot * 
and therein a frame carrying an Image ^, at the solemne 
pomp of his Games Circaises: Temples, Altars, his owne 
Images placed neere unto the Gods ; a sacred Bed-loft ^ for 
such Images to be bestowed upon : a flamin ", certaine 
Luperci^^: and the denomination of one moneth= after 
his owne name. Besides, no honourable offices there were 
but he tooke and gave at his owne pleasure. His third 
and fourth Consulship in name onely and title he bare : 
contenting himselfe with the absolute power of Dictatour- 
ship decreed unto him with his Consulares all at one time : 
ana in both yeeres, he substituted two Consuls under him 
e last moneths : so as, in the meane time, he held 

> Civili animo tulU. ' >. Cemoiship in deed though noi in name. 
I /mpcralarii, i. Suveraine and absolulc coniniander. * In Che rorum. 
f Of tiimscire, as a God. ' Julluni, 
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CAIUS no Election but of Tribunes and j^diles of the Commons. 
JULIUS In steed of Pretours he ordained Provosts, who should 
CESAR administer the affaires of the Citie even whiles he was 
!■ 709> present'. And upon the very last day of the yeare, to 
wit next before the Kalends of Januarie*, the place of a 
Considship being vacant by the suddaine death of a ConsulJ 
he conferred uppoD one that made suite to enjoy the same 
but a few houres •. With semblable licentiousnesse despising 
the custome of his Countric, he ordained majestrates tc 
continue in office many yeares together. To x. men ol 
Pretours degree he graunted the Consulare Ornaments. 
Such as were but enfranchized Citizens, and divers mungrel] 
Gaules no better then halfe Barbarians, he admitted Sena- 
tours^. Furthermore, over the Mint and receipt of tht 
City-revenewes, he set certaine peculiar servants of his owni 
to be rulers. The charge and commaund of three Leg;ion! 
which he left in Alexandria, he CDoimittcd wholly to b 
Sonne of Rufinus hitj freed man, a stale youth and Cataniti 
of his owne. 



rt 



ivered 



Neither did some words of his which he openly delivt 
bewraie lesae presumptuous Lordlines, as T. Ampins writeth 
For example. That the Commonwealth was now no mon 
any reall thing ', but a name onely, without forme and shape 
That Sulla was altogether unlettered and no Gramniarian * '' 
in giving over his Dictature. That men ought now to speaki 
with him more consideratly, and to hold every word that hi 
saith for a Law, Nay he proceeded to this point of Airo 
gancie, that when upon a time in a certaine Sacrifice, thi 
South-saycr brought him word of unlucky Inwards in thi 
beast, and such as had no heart at all, he made answen 
and said. That those which were to follow afterward; 
should prove more joyfUll and fortimate if it plea-sed him * 
neither was it to be taken for a prodigious and strangi 
token, if a beast wanted an heart. 

' Etiam frasenU st : some read aistnte it : cleane contiarie. ' The bu 
of Deceniter. ' Made liet: Citizens of Rome. ' ^am GrammiUiciti 
dictare. ' Should s^ifie better fortune. 
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But the greatest envie and inespiable hatred he drew 
rupon himselfe by this occasion most of all ^. What time 
as al the Senatours in gencrall came unto him with many 
and those most honourable decrees, he received tliem sitting 
still * before the Temple of Venus Genitrix. Some thinke, 
that when he was about to rise up, Cornelius Balbus stayed 
and helde him backe : others are of the mind, that he never 
went about it. IJut when C, 1>ebatius advertised him to 
arise unto them *, he looked backe upon him with a Strang 
kind of lookc : which deede of his was thought so much 
the more intollerabJe, for that himselfe, when Pontius Aquila 
on of the CoUedge of Tribunes", stood not up nor did 
reverence to him as he rode in Tryumph and passed by 
the Trybunei Pues, tooke such snuffe and indignation ther- 
at, that he brake out alowd into these words: 'Well done 
Tribune Aquila, recover thou then, the common-welth out 
of my hands ' : and for certaine daycs togither, never pro- 
misea ought unto any man without this I'roviso and Excep- 
tion, ' If I'ontius Aquila will give me leave ''.'' 
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I To this contumelious and notorious behaviour* of his 
I toward the Senate thus despised, he adjoyned a deede much 
more arrogant : for when as in his retume from the solemne 
Sacrifice of the Latine Holie dayes, among other immoderate 
and new acclamations of the people, one out of the multitude 
had set upon his Statue, a Coronet of Laurell tied about 
with a white band*; and Epidins Marullus, a Tribune of 
the Commons together with liis colleague Ceasetius Flavus 
commanded the said band to be plucked of, and the man 
to be had away to prison, he tailing it to heart, either 
that this overture to a kingdome sped no better, or, {as 
be made semblance and pretended himselfe) that he was 
put by the glorie of refusing it, sharpely rebuked the 

' /» txtiaiilem ox exiiiatiltm, >'. deadly, and [luit which brought him to 
o much as rising up unto them. * Saying wilh bJI, What, 
u sLie Csfsai. * Or gesture. ' Rcsctnbling a Diademe. 
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CAIDS Tribunes, and deprived them both of their authoritii 
^Hi'^iB Neither for all this, was he willing afterwards to put awa 

CESAR j.jjg infamous note of affecting and seeking after the titl 
of a King : albeit he both made answere unto a Commoner 
saluting him by the name of a. King, ITiat he was Ciest 
and no King : and also at the Lupercalia, when Antonii 
the Consul imposed the Diademe oftentimes upon his hes 
before the Rostra, did put it backe againe, and send 
into the Capitoll to Jupiter Optimus Maximus''. Moreovi 
swidrie rumours ran rife abroad, that he would depart (ft 
ever) to Alexandria " or to Ilium '', having at once translate 
and remooved thither the puissance and wealth of tl 
Empire: dispeopeld Italie with mustring of soldiers; at 
withall betaken the administration of Rome-Citie iml 
his fiends : as also, that in the next Session of tl 
Senate, L. Cotta on of the Quindecimvirs " would mo' 
the house to this effect. That for as much as it w, 
contained in the Fatall bookes of Sybilla, that the Pa 
thians could not possiblie be vanquished but by a Kin 
therfore Ceasar should be stiled King. 



This gave occasion to the Conspiratours for to hast< 
the execution of their designe, least of necessitie th< 
should be driven to assent tficreto. Their counsels ther 
fore and conferences about this matter, which before tii 
they held dispersed here and there, and projected ofte 
times by two and three in a companie, they now complotti 
altogither, for that by this time the very people joyed n 
ia the present state, seeing how thing:s went; but bo 
in secret and openly also distasted such soveraintie, ai 
called earnestly for protectors and maintainers of thi 
liberties. Upon the admission of Aliens into the ord 
of Senatours, there was a Libell ' proposed in this foi 
Bonum Factum* etc., That no man would shew the Senal 
house to any new Senatours. And these verses were coi 
moniy chaunted : 

' Or Bill. 
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Oailo* C«asar in Triumphiim durtl, Jidtm in Curia ' CAIUS i 

OaHi Bracaa*^ dtiponaeranl, lidtim clavam sumpierant. JULIUS 

The French in triumph Ceasar leads, In Senate they anon CESAJl 
No Buouer laid their Breeches of, hut purpled robes put on. 

As Q. Mftximus substituted {by Ceasar) to be a Consul 
for S Moneths entred the Theater, and the Sergant com- 

r mandcd * (as the manner was) that the people should observe 
and regard him according to his place', they all with one 
accord cr^ed out, That he was no Consul. After that 
Cjesetius and Marullus the Tribunes aforesaid, were removed 
out of their office, at the next Solcmne assembly, held for 
Election, verie many voices were found declaring them ii. 
Consuls. Some there were who subscribed under the Statue 
of L. Brutus these words, ' Would God thou were alive ' \ 

r Likewise under the Statue of Ciesar himselfe, 

I BrutuB for expelling the King's, was created Consul tbe fir§t°. 
r Thia man for eJEpeUintf the Consuls is hecome King, the last*. 

There conspired against him more than three-score, the 
heads of which conspiracie were C. Cassius, Marcus' and 
Decimus Brutus ; who having made doubt at first whether 
by dividing themselves into partes", they should cast him 
downe the bridge', as he called the Tribes to give their 
voices at the Election in Mars fieldc, and so take him 
when hee was downe and kill him right out : or set uppon 
him in the higti streete called Snrra via ^ : or else in the 
very entrance to the Theater; after that the Senate had 
summons to meete in Counsell within the Court of Pompeius 
upon the Idea of March ^ they soonc agreed of this time 
and place before all others. 

But Cssar surely had faire warning of bis death before 

' Or rather, Idtni in curiam, for the same Ciesat brought them into ihe 
Senate ' Bracai, or Ireusiei, or Brachai, some take them for mantels. 
• Hitler. • Poitremm or Poslreme, at last. ' M. Brului. • Some 
upon the bridge others under it. ' In whith Crosar dwell after he hod 
beene Wgh priest. ' i S of March in honoi of Anna Pcrenna. And because 
Ihe plucs were exhibited in Pompeis Theatre. Thcribre Ihe Senate m 
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it came, by many evident prodigies and Strang foi 
Some few moneths before, wlicn certaine new inhabd 
brought by vertue of the Law .Julia ' to dwell in the Col 
Capua, overthrew most auncient Sepulchers for to bt 
them houses to their landes ; and did the same so much 
more diligently and with better will, for that in searcJ 
they light upon manufactures and vessels good ston 
Antique worke: there was found in that verie monunn 
wherein by report, Capys the founder of Capua lay bm 
a brasen Table with a writing upon it in Greeke words 
Greeke letters to this effect ; ' When the bones and reli- 
of Capys happen to be discovered, it shall come to pi 
that one descended from Julus shall be murdered by 
hands of his neere kinsfolke, and his death soone a 
revenged with the great calamities and miseries of 
Italie.' And least any man should thinke this to 
fabulous tale and forged matter, know he that Cot 
Balbus a veric inward and familiar friend of Ceesar 
author thereof. And the verie day next preceedin 
death, those troupes of horses which in his passage 
the Uiver Rubicon hee had consecrate and let go 
ranging here and there without a keeper, (as he ij 
stood for certaine) forbare their meat and would ^ 
die for it, touch any, yea, and shed teares abound 
Also, as he offered sacrifice, the Soothsayer Spurina i 
him to take heede of danger toward him, and which 
not be differred after the Ides of March. Now, the 
day before the said Idea, it fortuned that as the ' 
RegtUiolua^'- was flying with a little branch of 
into the Court of Pompeius, a sort of other bird 
diverse kindes from out of the grove hard by, pu 
after and there pulled it in pecces. But that nignt 
ijefore the day of his murder, lioth himselfe drea 
he lay a sleepe, one while, that he was flying ab< 
clouds: another while, that Jupiter and he shooke 
and also his wife Calpumia, imagined, that the Fin! 
his house fell downe, and that her husband was 
in her verie bosome i and sodoinely withall the 

' Which him scUe prgmiUgcd. ' Oi Rcgasielui, quasi nx aoit 
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doore of it selfe fiew open. Hereupon, as also by reason 
of sickelinesse, he doubted a good while whether he should 
keepe at home and put oft' those matters which he had 
purposed to debate before the Senate, or no ? At the 
last, being counselled and perswadedby Decimua Brutus, not 
to disappoint the Senatours who were now in frequencie 
assembled and stayed for his comming long since, he went 
forth when it was well neere eleven of the clocke. And 
when one met him by the way ', and offered him a written 
pamphlet, which layo open the conspiracie, and who they 
were that sought his life, he shuffled the same among other 
skroes and writings which he held in his left hand as if 
he would have red it anone. After this when he had 
killed many beasts for sacrifices and could speede of the 
Gods favour in none, he entred the Curui' in contempt of 
all Religion; and therewith laughed Spurina to scorne: 
charging him to bee a false I'rophet, for that the Ides of 
March were come : and yet noe harme befell unto him ; 
albeit hee aimswered, That come indeede they were, but 
not yet past. 

82 
When they saw once that he had taken his place ", and 
waa set, they stood round about him as serviceable attendants 
rcadie to do him honor : and then immediatly Cimber Tullus*: 
who hod undertaken to begin first, stepped neerer unto him, 
as though he would have made some request. When Ceasar 
seemed to mislike and put him backe, yea and by his gesture 
to post him of unto another time, he caught hold of his 
gowne at both shoulders: whereupon as he cried out, 'This 
IS violence,' Cassius''* came in 2, full a front, and wounded 
him a litle beneth the throat ". Then Caesar catching Cassius 
by the anne thrust it through with his stile or writing 
punches *' ; and with that being about to leape forward ' he 

' Ai Obvio quodam, vtl Ovie, I, one Ovius. " Of Pompeius. ' Cwt- 
ifiicaii, or lOrupirati, i. tlie cODsplraloucs stood Found about him. ' Who 

bcfDie had becne his gieal friend aod sided with him. ' Alter Cassiui or 
a^/tr e Caiit'ii one of the Casti, vd aUtr, Casca. * Jugulum, or the chsuiell 
' Out of his chaice. 
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was met with another wound ami staved. Now 
perceived himselfe beset on everie side and assailed with 
drawne daggers he wrapped and covered his head with his 
gowne : but withall he let downc the large lap ' with his 
left hand to his legges beneath, hiding thereby the inferiour 
part also of his bodic, that he might fall more decently ° : 
and so, with 3 and SO wounds be was stabbed: during 
which time he gave but one grone, without any worde 
uttered, aud that was at the first thrust; although some 
have written, that as M. Brutus came running upon him he 
said, Kal <Tv t6kcoi'*; i. 'And thou my sonne'**. When all 
others fled sundrie waies, there lay he a good while dead, 
until) three of his owne pages bestowed him in a licter: 
and so with one arme hanging downe ', carried him home. 
Neither in so many wounds, was there, as Antistius his 
Phyiitian deemed, any one found mortall, hut that which 
he received second, in his breast *. The conspiratours were 
minded to have dragged bis Corps, after hee was thus slaine, 
into the River Tiberis ; confiscated his goods, and repealed 
ail his atrts: but for feare of M. Antonius the Consul and 
Lepidus, Maister of the Horsemen, they held their hands 
and gave over those courses. 

83 
At the demand therefore of L. Piso whose daughter he 
married, bis last will and Testament was opened and red in 
the house of Antonius: which will, upon the Ides of Sep- 
tember'' next before, he had made in his owne house at 
Lavicium and committed to the keeping of the chiefe vestal 
Virgin". Q. Tubero writeth, that from his first Consulship 
unto the beginning of the Civill war, he was ever wont to 
write downe for his heire, Cn. Pompcius, and to reade the 
saide will unto his soldiers in their puhlikc asscmblie. But 
in this last Testament of his, he ordained three Coheires, 

' Which they were wont ta oist over their ihoulOers. Seoec. dt Bemfifo, 
Or luclii: up slack above the wast. ' Some read : Kol ab <i iarar. 

' Some expound this ol the licter its iTone comer thereof hung downe, carried 
as it WKB by three. < Whereby it Eeemelh he bad one given him in fail 
neck before : which the Author hath omitted. ' 13 of Sepiembei. 
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Bie nephewes all of his siatera'. To wit C. Octavius^ of 
three fourth parts, L. Pinarius, and Q, Pedius of on fourth 
part reniaining. In the latter end and bottome of this 
Tcstamentarie Instrument, he adopted also C. Octavius 
into his house and name ; and many of those that afterwards 
murdered him, he nominated for guardiers to his sonne^ if 
it fortuned he had any borne. Yea and Decimiis Brutus to 
be one of his second heJres in remainder. Hee bequeathed 
in his legacies unto the people * his hortyards about Tiberis 
to ly common ; and three hundred Sesterces ^ to them by 
the Poll. 



The aolemnilie of liia Buriall being proclaimed, there was 
a pile of wood for his funeral! fire reared in Mars field, neere 
unto the Tombe of Julia*. Before the Rostra was placed a 
chappell ^ all guilt resembling the Temple of Venus Genetris, 
and within it a Bedstced ^ of Ivorie, nchly spred with cloth 
of gold and purple, and at the head thereof a Tropee^ 
supporting the Robe wherein he was slaine. Now because it 
was thought, that those should not have day enough who 
came to his offerings and brought their oblations, commande- 
ment was given, that without observing the strict order'*, 
every man might bring which way and by what streete of 
the Cittie he would, his gif^ into Mars field above said. 
During the Games and playes then exhibited there were 
cfaaunted certaine verses fitly applyed as well to moove pittie 
as hatred withall of his death, and namely out of the 
Tiagedie of Pacuvius, entituled, Thf judgement q/'Jrmour ■ : 
H Men' Men' lervaue, vt exetnt '[ui mr. perderenl t 

H AIas the while, tliat I these men should save : 

f By bloudy death, to bring me to my ){rave^ ; 

' So hce was there great Unkle. ' Afterwards Augustus, soane o( Alia 
Julius CxEHii ^leis daughter. ' As Poilliumus, i. borne after bis death. 
' Of Rome. ° 4GS. lod. ob. starling. " His owne daughter, wife to 
Pompey.whodiedofcliildbirlh, and by special! privilege, was eniened in Man 
field. ' Or Herse. ' Or Bierre. " AppioH, d pole. '" Which was, 
That the magistrates and Scnalours shold go before without their badges aod 
tolics of dignilie : the knights and gentlemen follnw in muming weed : 
Ibeo the soldiers, carrying the beads or points of Ibeir weapons dowoewaid : 
— '"It of all, Ibe common people marshalled according to (bcit Tribes. 
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as also another out of that of Acctiis' to the sam 
sence. Insteed of a laudatorie oration, Antonius th 
Consul pronounced by the publike Crier, the Act of th 
Senate, wherein they decreecie for him all honour, hot 
divine and humaiiie : likewise the solemne oth wherewit 
they all obliged themselves to defend the life and person < 
him and none but him : whereunto he added some fe 
words of his owne. The fore saide Bed -, the Magistrsti 
for the time being, and such as had borne office of Stal 
alreadie, had conveied ^ into tiie forum before the Rostra 
which when some intended to bum within the cell of Jupiti 
Capitolinus, others in the Court of Pompeius*: all of 
sodaine there were ii. fellowes with swords girt to their side 
and carrying ii. Javelins, who with light burning Tapers, s 
it on fire ; and with that immediatly the multitude that sto< 
round about gat drie sticks together and heaped them ther 
upon, with the Tribunall seats and other pues^, of inferioi 
Magistrats, and whatsoever beside was readie and next 
hand ". After them, the Minstrels and stage players disrobi 
themselves of those vestiments which out of the furniture 
his Tryumphs they had put on for the present use ai 
occasion, rent the same in peeces and flung all into t 
flaming tire. The oldc Legionarie soldiers also did the Ii 
by their armour, wherein they bravely went to solemnize 1 
funeral!. Yea and most of the Cittie Dames did no lesse 
their Jewels and Ornaments which they had about thei 
their childrens pendant brooches also and rich cof 
embrodred and oordred with purple. In this exceedi 
sorrow and publike mourning, a number there were besit 
from forraine Nations : who evcrie one after their Count 
manner, lamented round one after another, by companies 
their tumcs : but above all other the Jewes * : who also J 
many nights together frequented the place of bis sepi 
and where his bodie was burnt. 

' Or Aliui, who wrole a Tragedie bearing the same lille. * 

Bierre. ' DeiultraHt. ' Where he was murdered. " Or Bend 
* They affected Ccesar (it should seem) in regard of many b«lle 
and Danicly for biiii^ne Pompeie to confusion vbo had forced thdr cli 
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The common people streight after bis funerall obsequies 
Fent with burning fire-brands and torches to the dwelling 
louses of Brutus and Cassius : from whence being hardly 
repelled, they meeting with Helvius Cinna by the way, and 
listaking his name, as if be had beenc Cornelius Cinna (one 
ho the day before had made a bitter invective as touching 
,r and whom tbey sought for) bim they slew ; set his 
upon a speare, and so carried it about with them. After 
they erected in the Forum a solide Columne ' almost 20 
foote high, of Numidian Marble : with this title graven 
therupon; PARENTI PATRIJE. 'To the father of 
his Countrie.' At which piller for a long time they used 
■'II to sacrifice, to make vowes and prayers, to deter- 
ine and end certaiiie controversies interposing alwaies 
leir oth by the name of Ca;sar. 

86 

\ Caesar left behind him in the minds of certaine friends 
x>ut him, a suspition, that he vias neither willing to have 
red any longer, nor cared at all for life : because he stood 
■t well to health, but was evermore crasie : and thereupon 
fleeted as well all religious warnings from the Gods, as 
so what reports soever his friends presented unto him. 
There be that thinke, howe trusting upon that last Act of 
the Senate, and there oth aforesaid, be discharged the Guard 
of Spaniards from about him, who armed with swordes, gave 
attendance upon his person*. Others contrariwise are of 
opinion ; that seeing as he did bow he was forelaied on everie 
aide, and confessing it were better once for all to undergoe 
those imminent daungers, than alwaies to stand in feare there- 
of, he was wont to say : It concerned not himselfe so much as 
it did the state, that bee should live and bee safe: as for 
bim, he bad gotten long since power and glorie enough : marie 
the Common-wealth {if ought but well came to him) should 
not bee at quiet, but incurre the troubles of Civill warre, the 
issue whereof would be farre worse then ever it had beene. 
' Oi Piller. " Imeclattlium. 
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This one thing verily, all men well neere are agreed upon. 
That such a death befell unto him as hiniselfe in manner 
wished. For not onely uppon a time when he had read in 
Xenophon^, how Cyrus beeing at the point of death gave 
some order for his funerall, hee setting light by so lingering 
and slow a kind of death, had wished to die quickely and of 
a suddaine; but also the verie daie before he was killed, in 
a certaine discourse mooved at supper in Marcus Lepidus 
house uppon this point, What was the best cndc of a mans 
life ? preferred that which was sodaine and unlookcd for. J 

88 II 

He died in the 56 '" yeare of his age and was canonized 
among the Gods, not onely by their voice who decreed such 
honour unto him, but also by the pcrswasion of the common 
people. For at those Games and playes which were the first 
tliat Augustus his heirc exhibited for him thus deified *, there 
shone a blazing starre for seven dayes together, arising about 
the eleventh houre of the day ; and beleeved it was to be the 
soule of Cassar received up into heaven. For this cause also 
uppon his Image there is a starre set to the verie Crowne of 
hi8 head. Thought good it was to damme up the Court 
where in hee was murdred '' : to name the Ides of March 
Parriddium", and that the Senate should never meets in 
Counsell upon that day. 



Of these murderers, there was not one in manner that 
either survived him above three yeares, or died of his natural! 
death. All stood condemned : and by one mishap or other 
perished : some by ship-wracke, others in battaile : and some 
againe*, shortened their own daios, with the verie same dagger, 
wherewith they had wounded Caisar, 

^ Cyripadia.fi. " InlheS Seplimaoe. 'Consecrate. 'Cassius; as Plutarch 
rGporteth,uidBrulusaccotditit;toDion, and theii. Coscaes. A notable judge- 
ment of Alm^htie God upon the unnstuial murderers of their Soveroine. 
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OCTAVIUS C^:SAR AUGUSTUS 




[jIHAT the principall name and linage of the 
Octavii, dwelt in times past at Velitrse, 
there be many evidences to shewe : for, 
both a street in the most frequented place 
of the said towne long since carried the 
name Octavius, and also there was to be 
scene an Altar there consecrated by one 
Octavius \ who being General! of the Held 
in a warre against the borderers, when he happened to be 
sacrificing to Mars, upon newes brought that the enemie 
gave a suddaine charge, caught the Inwards of the beast 
sacrificed halfc raw as they were, out of the fire ^ ; cut and 
offered them accordingly : and so entred into battaile and 
returned with victorie. There is beside, a publike Act 
extant upon record, wherein decreed and provided ft was, 
that everie yeare after, the inwards in like manner should 
• bee presented unto Mars, and the rest of the sacrifice remain- 
HU, carried backe imto the Octavii. 



These Octavii ^, being by K. Tarquinius Priscus naturalized 
Romaines soone after translated and admitted by Servius 
Tullus, into the Senate among the Patritians, and Nobles, 
in processe of time ranged themselves witli the commons, 
and with much adoc at length, by the mcanes of Julius of 

• Ot to Octavius: Oclavia Canxcrala. " Where they were a boyling 
W rosting. ' Eagem inter Remaiun allecta. 
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? roturnod to tlie I'atritian degree agi 
*Tw^^T?ia ""^^ °^ these that hy the peoples election bare anj 
AUOUS-lua trjicie, was C. Rufus: who having beene Questor b< 
and C. From them descended two families of the 
and those for their estate of life farre different. 1 
and all the rest from him one after another, atti 
places of highest honour : but Caius and his postent 
one even unto the father of Augustus, (such was eitl 
fortune or their will,) staled in the order and di 
gentlemen, and rose no higher. The great Grandl 
Augustus, in the second Funike war ', served in qusi 
Militar Tribune^, in Sicilie, under ^miliua Papi 
generall. His father contenting himielfe with bearii 
like another Burgesse in his owue Bourrough, bei 
welthie by his father, grew to a good estate, and livi 
an olde man, in much peace and tranquilitie. But d 
matters let others make report. Augustus himselfe t 
noe more but thus. That the house from whence bq 
was of Ilomaine Gentlemen, welthie and ancient "^ 
wherein the first that ever came to he Senatour ?| 
father. M. Antonius hittethhim in the teeth with hii 
Grandfather : saying he was but a Libertine home, a 
occupation a roper ^ and come out of a Village ( 
Thurinea : also that his Grandfather was no Iietter i 
verie banquer*. Neither have I founde any more, as j 
ing the Auncestours of Augustus by the Fathers stdej 



Octavius liis father, from the verie beginning of hii 
was of great welth and reputation ; so that I canno 
mervaile, that hee also hath beene reported by so 
banquer or monie changer : yea and one of the dealt 
monie" and servitours employed in Campus Martius,b4 
that stand for offices : for having beene from his veric^ 
brought uppe in wealth highly and plentifully, he 

* Against Annibaill and tbe Carthaginians. " Colonal oF looo foi 
* A seller of ropes : rtitioaem, not Raliotum with a capital A as if i 
a proper name. * ArgtMlariuiH an cKcbanger of monie for gftine. 
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attained unto honorable dignities with i'acilitie, and ad- OCTAVIUS 
ministred the same with credite and reputation. I'resently 9'^^^,n J 
uppon his Pretourshippe, the province of Macedonie fell unto ALGuSlua^ 

his lot. And in his journey thither, the fugitives, to wit J 

the reliques of Spartacus and Catilines forces, who then helde ■ 

the Thurine teritorie hee defaited ; having commisiion ex- H 

traordinarily given unto him in the senate so to doe ; this I 

province hee governed with noe lesse justice then tbrtitude. fl 

For having discomfited in a great battailc the Bessi and the H 

Thracians, he dealt so well with the Allies and confederats H 

of that Kingdome : that there be certaine letters of M, H 

Tullius Cicero extant, wherein he exhorteth and admonisheth H 

hia brother Quintus, (who at the same time, little to his H 

credite and good name, administred the proconsulship of H 

K Asia) for to imitate liis ncigbour Octavius, in doing well by I 

hAk Allies, and winning their love thereby. I 

I I 

^M As he departed out of Macedonie before that he could ■ 

B^irofesse himselfe to be a suiter for the Consulship, he died a M 

siiddainc death : leading these children behind him alive, M 

namely two daughters Octavia the elder, which hee had by I 

Ancharia : Octavia the younger, and Augustus likewise, by I 

Atia. This Atia was the daughter of M. Atius Balbus, H 

and Julia the sister of C. Cicsar. Balbus by his fathers side H 

was an Aricine, a man that shewed Senatours Images and H 

armes in his house : by his mother linked to Magnus Pom- H 

peius in the neerest degree of consanguinitie. And having ^M 

l)ome tlie office of X'retorship he among the xx. Commis- ^M 

sioners devided by vertue of the Law Julia, the lands in the ^H 

territory of Capua among the Commons. But M. Antonius, ^H 

despising the parentage and petegree of Augustus by the V 

mother side also, twitteth him and layeth in his dish, that I 

his great Grandsire was an African borne : saying on while, ^| 

that he kept a shop of sweete oyles, Ointments and perfumes ; ^M 

another while, that he was a baker in Aricia : Cassius verily ^M 

of Parma, in a certaine Epistle taxeth Augustus as being ^M 

K ' the Nephew not of a Baker onely, but also of a banker, in ^| 
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OCTAVIUS these terines. ' Thou hast meale for thy mother. 

C£SAR comes a banker of Nenilone, who out of a most [ 
AUGUSTUS backehouse in Aricia knedetli and mooldetli it 
hands sullied by telling aud exchaugiug monie ', 



Augustus was borne, when M. Tullius Ci< 
Antonie were Consuls, the ninth day before tbi 
of October*, a little before the Sun rising, in the pa3a 
quarter*^ of the Citie, at a place called Capita Bubu 
where now it hath a sacred Chappet, built and erecti 
little after he departed out of this world : for, as it is ft 
in the records of the Senate, when C, Lectorius a jrt 
gentleman of the Patritian order, pleaded to have'^ 
easier punishment for the ndulterie, and alledged, ovefl 
besides his yong yeares and parentage this also in hiifl 
before the Senatours, that he was the possessor andl 
were, the warden and Sextaine of that ground or m 
which Augustus of happy memoric touched first '', ana 
quested that it might be given and granted unto the 
Augustus as to liis domestical and peculiar god : decree 
was that the same part of the house should be consecn 
to that holy use. 



i 



6 
There is yet to be scene the place of his nourcery, 
a suburbion house belonging to his Auncesters, neere i 
Velitra : a very little Cabin, about the bignes of a I^rde 
Pantry : the neighbours are possessed with a certaine i 
ceit, as if he had been there also borne. To enter into 
rowme unlesse it Ik of necessitie and with devout chast 
men make it scrupulous and are afFraide ; upon an old ( 
ceived opinion, as if unto as many as came thethcr rat 
and inconsiderately, a certaine horror and fcarefuhies v 
presented. Aiid verily, this was soone after confirmed 
this occasion : for when the new Land lord and posscssoj 
that farme house, cither by chance and at unwares, or eli 
' Al this is spoken allegorical ly of his base pttieniagc, • 23 of ; 
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rtry some experiment, went into it, there to take up his OCTAVIUS 
lodging, it happened that in the night within verife fewe .^^f^.f, 
houres after, being driven out from thence by some sodaine ■* " 
violence, (he knoweth not how,) he waa found in manner 

r holfe dead, together with bed and all, before the dore. 



I 



Being yet an infant, sumamed he was Thurinus, in me- 
morial of the beginning of his Auncestours : or else because 
in the countrie about Thurii, when hee was newly borne, bis 
father Octavius fought a battailc against the Fugitives. 
That he was surnamed Thurinus, my selfe am able to report 
by a god and sullicient evidence, as having gotten an olde 
little counterfeit in brasse representing him being a child : 
which had in yron letters and those almost wome out, this 
name engraven. This said counterfeit, being given by me 
unto the Prince', is now devoutely kept and worshipped 
among other his bed chamber Images. Moreover called he is 
oftentimes in taunting wise by M. Antonius in his Epistles, 
Thurinus : and himselfe writeth unto him backe againe as 
touching that point, nothing but this : That he marvaileth 
why that former name of his should be objected unto him 
as a reproach. Afterwardes, he assumed tlie surname of 
C. CfEsar : and after it of Atigustus : the one by the last will 
of his great Uncle, by the mother side, the other by the 
■vertue of Munatius I'lancus his sentence: for when some 
gave their opinion, that he ought to be stiled Itomulus, as 
if he also had bcene A Founder of the Cittie, I'lancus pre- 
vailed, that he should he called rather Augustus : not onely 
for that it was a new Surname, but also greater and more 
honourable, became Religious and holy places, wherein also 
any thing is consecrated hy bird flight, and feeding of them 
be called Augusta, ab auctu, i. of growing, or else abavium 
gestu gustuve: i. Of birds gesture and feeding. Like as 
liua also teacheth writing io this manner : 
Av^ttQ Aiigurio jmiilijuam inrlyta condita Boma eU. 
After that Noble Rume tens built by sacred flight of Birds, 

' Hadrian the Empcioi. 
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He was 4 yeares old when his father died : and in tY 
xij. yeare of his age he praised in a puhttkc assemblie, h 
Grand-mother Julia deceased. Foure yeeres after harin 

Eut OQ his virill robe', he had militarie gifts* bestowed upc 
im at the African tryumph of Ciesar, albeit by reason ' 
his yong yeares he had not once served in the warres. Sooi 
after, when his Unkle (Ctesar) was eone into Spaine again: 
Cn. Pompeius children, he followetfwith in a while, (Deir 
as yet not well recovered out of a greevous sickenesse,) eve 
through waies infested by enemies, with verie few in h 
traine to accompany him, and having sufTred shipwracl 
besides: whereby he mightily won his Uncles love, wl 
quickely approved his towardly behaviour and dispositio; 
over and anove his diligence in travaile. When Cfesar.aJ 
he had recovered Spaine and brought it to his subjec4j 
intended a voiage against the Daci ', and from theuce agai 
the Parthians, he being sent afore to Apotlonia, becatn 
Student there and followed his booke. And so soone ac 
had certaine intelligence that Ceasar was slaine, and hima 
made his beire : standing in douB^nH^ suspense a long Q 
fffietlier he should implore the helpe of the Legions or i 
at length he gave over that course eerily, as too hastie i 
untimely, but when he was returned againe to Rome^ 
entred upon liis inheritance, not withstanding his mai 
made some doubt thereof and his father in law Mftii 
Philippus ' a man of Consular degree much disswaded ] 
therefrom. And from that time having levied and assemli 
his forces, he governed the common welth first jointly w 
M. Antonius and M. Le^idus " for the space almost ot, 
yere97and"at the last for xlitij. yeares by himselfe alone. 



Having thus laid open the very sum as it were, of bial 
I will goe through the parts thereof in particular: noH 
the times but by the severall kinds therof, to the end | 
same may be shewed and knownc more distinctly. 

' Othetwis« oiled Gctce. ' His molhcrs husband. 
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civ jll warreg he made, to wit, at Mutine, Philippi, Perusium, 
in Sicilie, and at Actium . Of which the firsF^and last were 
gainst M. Anton fus : the second against Brutus and Cftssius, 
the third against L. Autoiiius brother to the Triumvir, the 
4 against Sex. Pompciu s, Cn. Pompcius his sonne. Of all 
these warres he toolte the occasion and ([uarreH from hence, 
namely, reputing and judging in his mind nothing more 
meet and convenient than the revenge of his unkles death 
and the maintenance of his acts and proceedinges. 

10 
No sooner was he returned from Apollonia, but he pur- 
posed to set upon Brutus and Cassius at unwares : and 
(because upon foresight of daunger they were fled secretly 
out of the way) to take the course of law, and in their 
absence to endite them of murder. As for the Plaies and 
games for Ceasars victory because they durst not exhibit 
them, whose lot and office it was so to do, himselfe set them 
forth. And to the end that he might go through all other 
matters also more resolutely ; lie professed himselfe to labour 
for the Triboneship ^ in the rowme of one who fortuned to die : 
albeit he was one of the Nobility, though not of the Senate. 
But seeing that M. Antonius the Consul withstood his 
attempts, where as he hoped he would have beene his 
priucipall friend in that suit : and vouchsafed not unto him 
so much as the assistance of his owne publike authority, or 
helpe procured from others in any thing, without he agreed 
and covenanted to yeeld unto him some exceeding considera- 
tion: be betooke himselfe unto the protection of those 
Nobles and chiefe Senatours unto whom he perceived that 
Antonius was odious: in this regard especially, that he' 
endevored all that he could by force of armes to espell 
Decimus Brutus besieged at Mutina, out of that province 
which by Ceasar was granted and by the Senate confirmed 
unto him. And thereupon by the advice and perswasion of 
Ifiome he set certaine persons privily in hand to murder 
'intonius; which perilous practise of his being detected and 
»ring still the like danger to himselfe, he waged the old 
' Of ihe commons. ' i. Antonius. 
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OCTAV1U3 soldiers with as bountiful! a larges as possible be could, , 
C^SAR the defence as well of his owne person as of the state. A 

AUGUSTUS being appointed to lead this armie thus levied, in quaii 
of propretour, and together with Hirtiiis and Paosa, « 
had entred upon the Consulship, to aide D. Brutus, be nu 
an end of tnis warre committed unto him within t 
moneths, in two fought fieldes. In the former of wl 
Antonie writoth that he fled, and without coat armou 
horse appeared at length after two dayea and sbi 
himselfe. But in the battaile nest following, well kno 
it is, that he performed the part not onc'Iy of a Capti 
but also of a soldier : and in the very heat and midst of 
medly, by occasion that the Standerd bearer of his O 
Legion was grievously liurt, he supported the ^gle i 
his owne shoulders * and so carried it a good while. ! 

11 

During this warre, when Hirtius had lost his life ia 
conflict, and Fansa soone after of his wound, it was farui< 
rifely abroad, that both of them were by his meanes slaii 
to the ende that having defaited Antonius, and the Commt 
wealth beeing bereift of both Consuls, be alone might w 
uppon the victorious armies. And verily the aeathi 
Fansa was so deepely suspected that Glyco the Phyai^ 
was committed to ward and durance, as if he had put p( 
son into his wound. Aquillius Niger addeth moreover a 
saith, that the one of the Consuls, to wit, Hirtius, was 
the verie confused medly of the battaile killed by Angus! 
himselfe. 

Ml J 

But so soone as he understood that Antonie after ] 
flight was intertained by M. Lepidus : that other Captaii 
also and armies consented to take part with the side ^ : 
forsooke without all delaies the cause of the Nobles a 
principoll Senatours: and for the better pretence of tl 
change and alteration of his minde, craftily and unjust 
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allcadged the words and deedes of certaine of them : as if OCTAVnwJ 
same ■ had given it out of him : That he was a boy; others ^, CJESAR 
that he was to be adorned, and honoured ^ : that neither AUGUSTUS 
bimselfe nor the olde beaten soldiers might be rewarded 
according to their desarts. And the better to approove his 
repentance of the former side and faction that he tooke : 
he fined the Nursines, in a great summe of monie, and 
more than they were able to pay ; for that upon the 
Monuments or Tombe of those Citizens that were slaine 
in the battaile at Mutina (which at their common charges 
was reared) they wrote this Title, That they died for the 
Libertie and Free-dome of their Cittie. 

13 

Being entred into Societie with Antonie and Lepidus, hee a.u.o. 714 
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Fhilippia n ' 
sickely,} and 



weake and sickely,) and that with two battailes : in the 

former being discamped and driven out of the field, hardly 

hee escaped by flight and recovered the Regiment or wing 

of jVntonius. Neither used he moderately the succesae of 

his victorie, but when hee had sent the head of Brutus to 

Rome for to bee bestowed under the Statue of Ciesar, he 

dealt cruelly with the Noblest and most honourable prisoners, 

and not without reproachfull words : so farre forth verily, 

that to one of them, making humble suite and prayer for 

his Sepulture, he answered, (by report) in this wise : That 

it would be anone, at the dispose of the foulea of the Aire : 

and when others, to wit, the Father, and sonne ' together 

intreated for their lives ; he commanded them either to cast 

lots or trie by combato whether of them should have life 

granted ; and so beheld them both as they dyed, wbilest the 

father who ofFred himsclfe to die was slaine, and the sonne 

voluntarily take his death. Whereuppon the rest, and 

amongst them M. Favonius that worthie follower of Cato, 

when they were brought forth with their yrons and chaynes 

I to execution, after they had in honorable termes saluted 

I Antonius by the name of Emperonr*, openly reviled and let 

ftflie at him most foule and rayling words. Having parted 

' Et loUeHdum. ' Soveiaine comniinder. 
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OCTAVTUS betweene them their charges and offices after this \ 
Cje»AR when Antonius undertook to settle the East in good art 
and hiniselfe to bring the olde Soldiers backe into Italie.i 
to place them there, in the lands and teritories belonging 
the free Townes and Burowghes, he kept himsclfe in fav 
neither with the said old soldiers, nor the former possesi 
of those lands : whilest the one sort complained, that t 
were disseized : and the other, that they were not i 
entreated according to their hope, for so good deserts. M 

14 " 

At which verie time, he forced L. Antomua (who c 
fidently presuming upon the Consulship which he then bi 
and his brothers power withall, went about to make 
insurrection and alteration in the state) to flie unto Peru 
and there for verie hunger compelled iiim to yeeld : but 
not without great jeopardie of his owne person, both bel 
and after the warre : for when at a certaine solemne sigh 
stage plaies, he had commanded an ordinarie and comn 
soldier who was set within the 14 ranks', to be raised by 
officer, and thereupon a rumor was carried and spred by 
malicious ill willers and back-biters, as if presently a; 
torture he had put the same soldier to death. There lac 
verie little, but that in the concourse and indignation of 
militarre multitude, he had come to a mischiefeand be 
murdered. This oiiely saved his life : that the man fo 
while missed, sodainely was to be seene againe alive and i 
without any harme done unto him. About the walls 
Perusia, as hee sacriUced, he had like to have been inl 
cepted by a strong companie of sword fencers that sail 
out of the Townc. 

15 

After he had forced Perusia, he proceeded to the exe 
tion of verie many, and ever as any went about either 
crave pardon or to excuse themselves, with this on word 
stopped their mouthes, ' Die yee must.' Some write, tl 
iij. nundred of both degrees (to wit Senatours and Kn^ 
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chosen out of them who had yeclded, were killed as OCTAVIUS 

sacrifices ' upon the Ides of March *, at the Alter built in the 1^^^^,^. 

honor of Julius {Ca;sar) of famous memorie. ITiere have 

been others who wrote, that of verie purpose he tooke armes 

and made this warre to the end that his close adversaries 

and those who rather for feare, then of good will held in, 

upon occasion given and opportunitie by L. Antonius there 

leader, might be detected : that having once vanquished 

them and confiscated their goods, the rewards promised unto 

the olde soldiers he might the better perfonne. 

16 
The warre in Sicile he began betimes and with the first, a. 
but drewe it out & long time ; as being often intermitted : 
one while, for the repairing and rigging of his fleete which 
by two ship-wrackes m tempest, (and that in summer time") 
he had lost : another while by occasion of peace made at the 
earnest cry of the people, for the provision of their victuales 
cut oft' and kept from them : and the famine thereby dayly 
growing: untill such time as having built newe ships, 
manumised and set free xx. thowsand slaves, and those put 
to the ore for to leame to row gallies, he made the Haven 
Julius at Baiz by letting the sea into the Lakes, Lucrinus 
and Avemus. In which when he had trained and exercised 
his sea forces whole winters, he overcame Pompeius bctweene 
Alilai * and Naulochus ' : at the verie houre and instant time a. 
of which Naval battaile, he was suddenly surpri/ed with 
such a sound slecpc, that his friends were faine to waken 
him and raise him out of bed for to give the signall. Wher- 
upoa occasion and matter was ministred (as I thinke) to 
Antonius ", for to cast this in his teeth, that he could not so 
much as with his eyes open see directly before him the 
battaile set in ray, but lay like a sencelosse blocke on his 
backe, looking onely into the skie aloft ' : nor once arose and 
came in sight of his soldiours, before that M. Agrippa had 

' Bnuned with an axe : ajid cot behended. " On which day Julius 
Caesar was murdted. • When commonly it is calme in ihose Seas. ' A 
port town in Siciti«. ° An hatliout neere MesEaniLh. ' Maicus, tbe 
H Triumvir. ^ For Gods helpe. 
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OCTAVIU5 put his enemies 12 ships to flight. Others blame and c _^ 
C^SAR him both for a speech and deede also of his : as if be shot 

AUGUSTUS crie out and say. That seeing his owne regiment of shi 
were cast away by tempests, he would even against the » 
of Neptune obtaine victorie. And verily the next day of t 
Circensian Games ', he tooke out of the solemne pompe thi 
shewed, the Image of the said God : neither in any oti 
warre lightly was hee in more and greater dangers. I 
having transported one armie into Sicilie, when he sail 
backe againe for to waft over the rest of his forces from I 
continent and firme land \ he was at unwares overtaken a 
surprised by Demochares and ApoUophanes the Lievetcna 
ana Admirals of Pompeius, but at the length with ve 
much ado, he escaped with one onely barke. In like mam 
as he travailed by land unto Rhegium '' neere Locrie, kenn 
a farre of Pompeis^ gallies sayling along the coasts, t 
weening them to be his owne, he went downe to the shore, i 
had like to have been caught and taken by them. A 
even then as he made shift to flic and escape throi 
by-waies and blind-lanes : a bond-servant of jEmiJ 
Paulus a companion of his, taking it to the heart that 
Maisters father Paulus, was in times past by him proscril 
and outlawed, and imbracing, as it were, the good occas 
and opportunitie of revenge now oflered, gave the atten 
to kill iiim. After the flight of Pompeius ', when M. Lepii 
one of his CoUegues*, whome hee had called forth of Afr 
to his aide, bearing himaelfe proude upjion the confidenct 
XX. Legions, challenged a soverainetie over the rest*, t 
that, with terrour and menaces: hee stript him of all 
armie, and uppon his humble submission and supplicati 
pardoned his life, but confined him for ever to Circ 
The Societie of M, Antonius * wavering alwaies in dou 
full tearmes and uncertaine, and notwithstanding mi 
and sundrie reconciliations, not well knit and confirm 
he brake of quite in the ende : and the better to proi 
and make good that he had degenerated" from the ci 

" Of Italic. = Seit. » Sent. 

Anlonius nniJ Octavius Augustus. " 
Chapter. 
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behaviour and modestie of a (Romaine) Citizen, he caused OCTAVIU8 
the last will and testament of the said Antonie, which he .f^^f^,a 
had left at Rome \ and therein nominated even the Children AUGUSl-US 
of Cleopatra among his heires to be opened and red in a 
publike assemblie, Howbeit when hee was judged by the 
State an enemie, hee sent backe unto him those of his neerest 
acquaintance and inward friendes and among other C. Sosius, 
and T. Domitius ^", being Consuls at that time still. The a 
Bononians also, tor that of olde they were depcndantcB of 
the Antonii and in there retinue and protection, hee by a 
publicke Act acquit and pardoned for not entring into a 
confederaee with all Italic, on his side '. Not long after, he 
vanquished him in a Navall battaile before Actium ^, what * 
time by reason that the fight continued untill it was late in 
the evening hee was forced to lodge all night conqueror as 
he was, on ship board. 

17 
When he had retired himselfe from Actium into the Hand 
Samos for his winter harbour, being disquieted with the 
ncwes of his soldiers mutinie demanding rewardes and dis- 
charge from service ; those I meane, whom after the victorie 
atcheived hee had from out of the whole number sent be- 
fore to Brindis, he went againe into Italic: but in crossing 
the Seas thither, twice was he tossed and troubled with 
Tempests: first betweene the promontories or Capes of 
Fol<^iien8us and ^tolia : againe, about the Mountaines 
or CliSes Ceraunii. In both which places, part of his 
pinnaces were cast away and drowned : and with all, the 
verie takling of that shippe wherein he embarked was rent 
and tome asunder: yea, and the rudder thereof quite 
broken. Neither staied he nt Brindis above S7 daies, that j 
is to say untill hee had setled his soldiers and contented 
them in their desires and requests : but fetching a compassc 
nbout Asia, and Siria, sailed into ^gypt. Where after hee 
had laied seigc unto Alexan dria, whether Antonie and 
Cleopatr a were together HedTTie soonc became Mais, of 
that Ciltie. And as for Anton ie, who now (all to late) 
* Cd. Domiciiu. 
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OCTAVIUS made meanes for conditions of peace hee enforced to 3 
CffiSAR himselfe away, and saw him dead ^. And to Cleopatra wn 

AUGUSTUS most gladly he would have saved alive for to beautifie 
tryumph hee set the Psylli" to sucke out the venime i 
poysoD within her bodie : for that supposed it was she d 
with the sting of the Serpent Aspis ". This honour he 
unto them both, namely to burie them in one sepulcher : i 
the Tombe by them begun, he commanded to be finist 
Y oung A n tonic the elder of those twaine whom be had 
FiUvi^TTe caused to be violently haled from the Statue 
Julius Cassar of famous memone, unto which, after m 
prayers but all in vaine, he was fled as to sanctuarie, a 
kUled_him^ Likewise Cffisario whom Cleopatra gav< 
openly that she had cone*ive^ by his father Ctesar^ 
fetched backe againe from the place whether he was fled, i 
put him to death. The rest of the Children of Anb 
and the Queene togither, he both saved (no lease t 
if they had bccne linked in neere Alliance unto himsei 
and also according to the state of everie one of theia 
maintained and cherished respectively, 4 

18 
About the same time, when he beheld the Tombe togel 
with the corps of Alexander the great, taken newly fo( 
of the vaute or secret ChappcU where it was bestowed 
set upon it a coronet of gold ; and strewing flowers thereu 
worshipped it: and being asked the question, whither 
would looke upon the Ptolomes* also ? he answered thai 
was desirous indeed to see a King but not the dead '. W 
he had reduced ^gypt in the forme of a province, to the 
that he might make it more frnitfull and fit to yeeld c^ 
and victuals for the Cittio of Home, he skowred and defl' 
by helpe of soldiers, all those ditches where into Nilut I 



ideg 
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' Viditqtie mortuum. In some copies we read thus: Vidilqtu man 
CIiBpalram, i. And he saw Cleopatra dead : for he heard onely of Anli 
death and saw the sworde wherewith hee wounded himselfe. ' His | 
Unkle indeede but father hy adoption. ' Ot PtaUmats, i. the bodi 
Tombes of the Ptolemoees. If you read FUUmaum, it is meant of Lagn 
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flowetb, which by long time had been choakcd with mud. OCTAVTUS 
And that the memorie of his A ctiake victorie might be more CjESAR 
renowmed among posteritie. Tie built tbe Cittie Nicopolis AUGUSTUS 
over against Actium, and ordained certaine games and plaieB 
there, everie S^eefes : and having enlarged the old Temple ■ 

of Apollo*, and the place werein he had encamped, he ^H 

beautified with Navail spoiles and then consecrated it to ^H 

Neptune and Mars. ^H 

H 

After this, sundry tiimulti> and the verie beginnings of ^H 

commotions and insurrections, many conspiracies also de- ^| 

tected before they grew to any head, he suppressed : and ^| 

those, some at one time, and some at an other : namely first ^| 

one of Lepidus the younger : then, another of Varro Mursna, ^| 

and Fannius Capio : soone after that, of M. Genatius ^ : and ^H 

so forward of Plautius Rufus and L. Paulus, his neeccs ^H 

husband : and besides all these, that of L. Audasius accused ^H 

of forgerie, and counterfeit scales ; a man neither for yeares ^H 

able nor bodie sound : likewise of Asimius Epicadus de- ^H 

scended from the Farthynes Nations a Mimgrell ^ " : and last ^H 

ofall, of Telephus, abase NomcnclatorS servant to a woman: ^H 

for free was not Augustus from the conspiracie and daunger, ^H 

no not of the most abject sort of people. As for Audasius ^H 

and Epicadus, they had entended to carrie away Julia his ^| 

daughter and Agryppa, his Nephew (out of those Hands ^H 

wherin they abode confined) unto the armies : and Telepbus ^H 

purposed upon a deepe conceite that the soveraintie of ^H 

dominion was by the Destinies and will of God due unto ^H 

him, even to lay upon )iim and the Senate violent hands. ^| 

And more then that, one time there was taken neere unto ^H 

bis bed-chamber by night, a camp-slave belonging to the ^H 

Illyrian armie, who hiS deceived the porters and gotten ^H 

thither with a wood knife at his side, but whether he were ^| 

out of his wits, or feigned himsetfc mad, it was uncertaine : ^H 

' Which stood upon the saidc piomontarie Actium. ' Or Egnalim. ^^| 

* B^otlen betweenc a bond slave and a Libeitine. * Or Frompler of names, ^^| 

emploied in telling of their names who came lo salute nnd bid good morrow, ^^U 

I and placing nlso of guesLs nt the Table, and in no belter service. ^^| 
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for nothing could bee wrung out of him by ^um 
upon the rackc and torture. 

SO 

Foraine warresbe made in his owne person ij. in alia 
more : that is to say, the Dalmatiui ", when he was y 
verie youth : and the Cantabrian, after he had deft 
Antonie. In the Dalmatian warre, he was wounded t 
for in one battaile he gat a blow upon his right knee wi 
stone: and in an other, not his leg onely, but also boti 
armea were hurt with the fall from a bridge ' ^ The re 
his warres he managed by his Lieftennants: yet so as 
in some of them namely the Fannonian and the Germi 
bee would either come betweene times, or else remaine 
farre of: making his progresse from the Cittie of Rom 
fai-re as to Ravenna, or Millaine or to Aquileia. \ 

SI \ 

He subdued partly by his owne conduct in proper pei 
and in part by his Lieftenants having commission 
mcdiatly from him and directed by his auspicies, Canta. 
Aquitaine, Pannonia, and Dalmatia together with all II 
cum, Rhfetia likewise, the Vindelicis, the Salassians and 
Nations inhabiting the Alpes. He repressed also the ir 
sions of the Dakes, having slaine three of their GeO' 
with a great number of them besides. And the Germi 
he remooved and set further of; even beyond the i 
Albis. Howbeit, of these the Suevians and the Sicarabr 
because they yeelded themselves, he brought over into Gi 
and placed them in the lands next unto Rhene. O 
Nations being mal-content, he reduced unto his ohedit 
Neither made hee warre upon any people without just 
necessarie causes : and so farre was he from desire of enl 
ing bis Empire, or advancing his martiall glorie, tha 
compelled certainc princes and potentates of the Barbaii 
to take an oath in the Temple of Mars the Revenger ' f( 
continue in their allegiance, and in the protection and p 
which they sued for : yea and from some of them he ass 
' Oi turret of woode. 
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to exact a new kind of Hostages, even women ', for that he OCTAVIUa J 
perceived, that they neglected the pledges of the males. And .Vj^^mn i 
yet he gave them libertie, as often as they would, to receive AtlGUSTUSJ 
their hostages againe. Neither proceeded he at any time 
against those, who either usually or trecheroualy above the | 

rest tooke armes and rebelled, to any punishment more 1 

greivous then this, even to sell them as cajitives : with this 
condition, that they shold not serve in any neighbour 
Country, nor be manumised and made free within the space 
of 30* yeares. By which fame of vertue and moderation 
that went of him. he induced and drew the very Indians and 
Scythians, Nations kuowen by report and heere say onely, 
to make suite of their owne accord by Embassadours, for 
amitie of him and the people of Rome. The Parthians also, 
when as he laied claime unto Armenia, yeelded soone unto 
him: and those militarie Ensignes which they had taken 
from M. Crassusand M. Antonius, they delivered unto him 
againe at his demaund : and moreover, oflred hostages imto 
him. And finally when there were many Competitours to- 
gether at one time claiming a title to the Kingdome, they 
would not allow of any, but one by him elected. 

22 
The temple of Janus Quiiinus ', which from the foundation 
of the City before his dales had once and twice beene shut, 
he in a farre shorter space of time (having peace both by sea 
and land) shut a third time ^ Twice he rod on horsebacke 
ovant'' into the City: once presently upon the Philippian 
warre ; and againe, after the Sicilian. He kept three 
Triumphes riding in his chariot : to wit, the Dalmatian, the 
Actiak, and the Alexandrian, and these continued all for 
three dayes together. 



Of shamefull foiles and grievous overthrowes, he received 
but two in all : and those in no place else but in Germanie ; 
namely when Lollius and Varus* were defaited. That of 
Unusuall in tbose dftys. ' Or 20, lalher, ' Tetiie, or Itr. i. thiicc. 



• QninlUius Varus. 



'■%'■ 



97 



THE HISTORIE OF 

OCTAVIUS Lollius, was a matter of dishonour more than lot 
^'^*Jt domage; but tht; other of Varus, drew with it in i..^, 

AUGUSTUS y|.^gj destruction; as wherein three Legions with tl 
General!, the Lieutenants and Auxiliaries", all were slai 
Upon the newes of this Infortunity, he proclaimed ql 
watch both day and night through the City of RomM 
feare of some tumult and uprore: and the iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii J 
Presidents and Deputies over Provinces, he renewed" 
enlarged their time of government : to the end, that 
Allies of the peojjic of Rome might bee kept in alleagea 
by govemours, such as wore both skilful! and also actjuain 
with them. Hee vowed also the great (Komaine) C 
and Piaycs to the honour of Jupiter Opt. Max. 
Commonwealth turned to better State'. This hapi 
during the time of the Cimbrian and Marsian warre'. 
therewith (by report) hee was so troubled and astonied, t 
for certaine moneths together hee let the haire of beard i 
head grow still and wore it long, yea and other whiles wo 
runne his head against the dores *, crying out, ' Quintil 
Varus, Deliver up thy Legions againe,' And the very dt 
of this infortunate calamity he kept every yecre moumf 
with sorow and lamentation. 



c(]uain 



24 
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III warfare and feates of urmes, he both altered ana_ 
instituted many points : yea and some he reduced to 
auncient manner. Militarie discipline" he exercised m 
severely. He permitted not so much as any of his Lieut 
ants, but with much adoe and discontentment, to visite oth 
whiles their wives ; and never but in the winter moneths ''. 
Romaine Knight, for cutting off the thombs " of two yot 
men his sonnes, to avoid the militarie oath and warre servi 
he set in open jiort sale, himselfe (I say) and all his goo 
Whom notwithstanding, because he saw the Publicant 

' Si Rup. in melwrtm datum veriissit. * Which also vias ca. 
Bsllum sociati, wherein lb« A^sadate nations in Ilal^ rebelled : of wt 
Rebellion tbe Authors were the Marsi. ' Upon an opiniun of the Paini 
that if they did injurie to theii ownc bodies tbey should sooner pacific 
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KAbout to buy, and bid very well for him, he appointed and OCTAVIt 
delivered to his owne Freed man, that being confined and c'"""" 
sent away unto his living and iands in the Country, he 
ini^lit permit him to live as Free. The tenth Legion, for 
being stubbome and unwiUing to obey, he dismissed all and 
whole with ignominie: other legions likewise, requiring 
malapertly their discharge, he cassed without allowance of 
rewards cfiic for their service. Whole bands or cohorts, if 
any of them gave ground and roculed, he tithed, that is 
to say, executed every tenth man of them : and the rest, he 
allowed baaly in steed of wheat to fcede upon. Those cen- 
turions who forsooke their Stations, he punished with death, 
even as well as the common soldiors of their bands : and for 
other kinds of DeUnquencie he put them to shame sundry 
waies, as commanding them to stand all the day long before 
the I*nEtoriuin ^ sometimes in their siogle coates * and ungirt ; 
other-whiles with ten foote perches ^ in their hands ; or else 
carying turfes of earth. 

■ 25 

^* After the civile warres, he called none of his soldiours 
either in any publike speech, or by way of edict or procla- 
mation, by the name of Fcllow-soldiours ", but plaine Soul- 
diours. Nay hee would not suffer them otherwise to be termed 
so much as by his sonnes, or his wives sonnes: thinking it 
was a more affected manner of Apiiellation than stoode 
either with martial I aw, or the quietnes of those times', or 
the majestic of himselfe and his house. Libertines '' he em- 

Cloied in souldcrie unlesse it were at Rome about skarfires 
y night, (notwithstanding there was feared some tumidt 
and uprore by occasion of great dearth and scarcity) but 
twice onely : once in garizon for defence of those Colonies 
which bounded fast upon [Uyricum ; a second time for keep- 
ing the banks of the river of Khene. And those, being an 
yet bond, imposed upon men and women of the wealtliier 
sort for to set out, but without delay manumised, he kept 

' The Geoemls Pavilions. ' Oi woslcoales, without their Saga. * Or 
mnting poles, in (oken of RcgradBtioa at putting dawne to n lowet 
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OCTAVIUS with him to serve under one of the formost banners* 

^■^SAR vantguard; neither intermingled with such as were Fme 

AUGUSTUS (jome, nor in the same manner armed. As for militarie 
gifts hee gave unto his souldiours trap[>crs collars and what- 
soever stoode upon gold or silver ^, much sooner than Vallar 
or Mural coronets'^ which were more honourable. These he 
bestowed most sparily ; and when he did, it was »vithout 
suit made therefore : and many times upon the common and 
ba*e souldiers ''. He gave unto M. Agrippa after a navale 
victory in Cilicia a blew streamer. Those Captaines onely 
who had triumphed, albeit they were both companiona 
with him in his expeditions, and also partakers of his 
victories, he thought not meete to be rewarded with any 
gifts at all : because they also had power to bestow the 
same upon whom they would. Moreover he deemed nothing 
lesse beseeming a periit and accomplished Captaine, than 
hast-making and rashnesse. And therefore, these mots and 
sentences were rife in his mouth. XwovBe ffpaSito^, 

AofJHiX^c yap <'s dfif I'miv, 7 Bpaais aTpant^dnji ' : 

As also, Sat celeriter Jieri, qukquid Jial satis bene'. His 
saying was. That neither battaile nor warre was once to be 
under taken, unlesse there might be evidently seene more 
hope of gaine than feare of domage : for such as sought 
after the smallest commodities, not with as little daunger, 
he likened unto those, that angle or fish with a golden hookc : 
for the losse whereof, if it happened to be knapt or broken 
off, no draught of fish whatsoever, was able to make amends. 

26 
He managed magistracies and honorable places of govern- 
ment before due time * ; some of them also of a new kinde • ; 
and others in penietuity *. The Consulship hee usurped and 
entred upon in tlie twentieth yeere of his age ', presenting 

' Sub primere vciiUo or i«4 proprio veiiilo, i. under his owne bojinei. 
^ Qnkquid aura argcuiequt ; eenslant : or rather, quiuiquam auro argenteqne; 
tomtartmt, i. Albeit they were nuLdc of gold and siWer. * By the lawes 
Annuaria, 01 AitnaUs. * As the Trimnvuale. ' As the Tribnnea 
uuthorilie and Censureship. 
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;ibly and in hostile manner his legions before the City, OCTAVIUS 
sending some of purpose to demaund it, even in the name of . .^j^^^.,, 
the Armie for him. What time verily, when the Senate 
made some doubt and stay of the matter, Cornelius a Cen- 
turion and the chiefe man of that message, casting of his 
souldiours Jacket and shewing his swords haft, stuckc not to 
say thus openly in the Senate house, ' This here shall doe the 
deede, if yee will not' ^ His second Consulship hee bare nine 
yeares after : the third, but one yeare l>etweene : the rest 
ensuing hee continued one after an other unto the eleventh. 
Afterwardes having refused many Consulships when they 
were offered unto him, his twelfth Consulsnip a greater 
while after, even 17 yeares, liimselfc made suite for : so did 
hee againe, two yeares afljer it, for his thirtenth : to the 
ende that being himselfe in place of the Soveraine and 
highest Majestrate, hee might bring honorably into the 
Common Hall, C. and L. his (adopted) sonncs^; each of 
them to commence and performe their first pleadings at 
ir due time* in virile gownes. The five middle Con- 
ihips betweene, to wit from the sixth to the eleventh 
helde the whole yecres thorough : the other, for the 
:e of gixe, or nine, fourc, or three moneths: but the 
second, very fewe Iiowcrs : for uppon the very Calends of 
Januarie *, when hee had sitten a while upon his curule chaire 
of estate before the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus; hee 
resigned up the Office, and substituted another in his place. 
Neither cntred hee upon all his Consulships at Kome: but 
the fourth in Asia ; the fifth, in the Hand Samos ; the eigth 
id ninth at Tatracon. 



them 

^P^h( 
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The Triumvirate for selling of tfic Counnon- wealth ^, hee 
administred for the space of tenne yeeres : wherein verily, 
hee stoode against his colleagues proceedings for a good 
while, that there might be no proscription: but when it 

' Or casting it behiad him, rejtito sagule. ' The nalucall sonnes of 
his dauehtci Julis anil C. Agrippa. ' The cidci in his twelfth, the youngci 
in hia thiTlccnth Consuktc. ' The first of Janoftrie oi Newyeercs day. 
* Thai was the colonr and pretence of it. 
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1 it is hard to say. Which will of his, as hee p 

oftentimes when he sate in place, so hee testiHea also I 

' a certaine edict in these wordes: '0 that I might establi 
the Common wealth safe and sound in her owne prop 
seate ', and thereof reai>e that fmite which I desire : ev< 
that I may bo reportea the Author of an excellent esta1 
and carie with mee when I die this hope, that the groun 
worke and the foundations of the Common-wealth whi 
I shall lay, may continue and abide stedfast in their plac 
And verily what hee wished, hiniselfe effected and broug 
to passe ^, having endevoured and done his best every wa 
that no man might repent of this newe estate. For tl 
Citie boeing not adourncd according to the majestie of bui 
an Empire and Subject to the casualties of Deluges ai 
fires, hee beautified and set out so, as justly he made 1 
boast, that where he found it built of bricke, hee left 
all of marble. And for the safety thereof, hee perform' 
as much for future posterity as could be fore-seene mi 
provided for by mans wit and reason. J 



Publike works he built very many whereof the chiefe ai 
principal was his Forum or stately Hall of Justice, togeth 
with the temple of Mars the Revenger : the temple 
Apollo in Palatium ; the Temple likewise of Jupiter tl 
Thunderer, in the Capitol. The reason why he built tl 
said Forum, was the multitude of men and their suite 
which because ij, would not suffice", seemed to have nei 
of a third also. And therfore with great speeti erected 
was for that publike use, even before the temple of Ma 
waa finished. And expresly provided it was by law, th 
in it publike causes should be determined apart, and choc 
ing of Judges (or Juries) by it selfe. The temple of Ma 
hee had vowed unto him, in the Fhilippian warre which H 
tooke in hand for the revenge of his fathers death, i 
ordained therefore by an Act, that heere the Senate shou 

' Base or Pieilstall. ' As if he hud beeni: a God bimselfc, accoiding 
the saying, Sapitns ipst fingil fartuHum libi. 
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be consulted with, as touching warres and triumphs : that OCTAVIOI 
from hence those Pretours or Governours who were to goe CMSAB.J 
into their provinces should he honorably attended and ' 
brought onward on their way : and that hither they should 
bring the ensignes and ornaments of triumph, who returned 
with victorie. The temple of Apollo he reared in that part 
of the Palatine house, which being smitten with lightning 
was by that God required, as the Soothsayers out of their 
learning had pronounced: hereto was adjoyned a gallerie, 
with a librarie of Latine and Greeke bookes. In which 
temple, he was wont in his old age both to sit oftentimes 
in counsailc with the Senate, and also to over-see and 
review the Decuries of the Judges. He consecrated the 
temple unto Jupiter the Thunderer, upon occasion that 
he escaped a daunger, what time as in his Cantabrian 
expedition, as he travailed by night, a flash of lightning 
glaunced upon his licter, and struckc his servant stone dead, 
, that went with a light before. Some works also he made 
Kjimder other folkes names, to wit his nephew, his wife and 
niBter; as the Gallerie and stately Pallace of Lucius and 
pCaius': likewise the Gallerie or Porches of Livia and 
Oetai-ia : the Tlieatre also of Marcellus. Moreover divers 
other principall persons bee oftentimes exhorted to adome 
and beautinc the City, every man acc/>rding to his ability 
either by erecting new monuments, or else by repairing and 
furnishing the old. By which meanes many an j^difice was 
by many a man built : as namely the temple of Hercules and 
the Muses by Marcus Philippus : the temple of Diana by 
L. Coruificius : the Court of Liberty ' by Asinius Pollio ; 
a temple of Satume by Munatius Ptancus : a Theatre 
by Cornelius Balbus; and an Amphitheatre'' by Statillus 
rTaurus: but many and those very goodly monuments by 
V^ Agrippa. 



confene, is oiu Meichauls doe io Ihe Ro^l EitchanEe, built i 
standing upon piller 



THE HISTORIE OF 

OCTAVICS 
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AUGUSTUS .j.j,p „jj^,ig gp^g Qf jjjg City he devided into wards' a 
atreetes. He ordained, that as Magistrates or Aldenr 
yeerely by lot should keepe and governc the former : 
their should be Maisters or Constables elected out of 1 
Commons of every streete, to looke unto the other, Aeaii 
skareGres he devised night-watches and watchmen. To Itet 
downe Inundations and Deluges, he enlarged and cleam 
the channel! of the River Tiberis, which in times past * 
fiill of rammell and the ruines of houses, and so by t1 
mcanes narrow and choaked. And that the Avenues 
every side to the City might be more passable, he tooke 
hand himselfe to repaire the high way or Cawsie Flamii 
so farre as to Ariminnum ; and the rest he committed 
sundry men who had triumphed, for to pave; and I 
charges thereof to be dcfraied out of the money raised 
spoiles and sackage. The sacred Churches ana Chapp 
decayed and ruinate by continuance of time, or consiin 
by fire he recdified : and those together with the rest 1 
adorned with most rich oblations ; as who brought into i 
Cell, or Tabernacle of Jupiter Capitolinus at one Doaj 
16000 pound weight of gold, besides pretious stones v 
at 50 millions of Sesterces, 

31 

But after that hee entred now at length upon the Hi 
priesthood when Lepidus was once dead, wWh he ne 
coidd finde in his heart to take from him whiles he livt 
what bookes soever of prophesies and destinies went co 
munly abroad in Greeke and Latine, either without autht 
or such as were not authenticall and of credite, he caui 
to be called in from all places, to the number of 2000 a 
above : and when he had burnt them, he reteined those oi 
of Sibyls prophesies. And oven of those also he made so 
special choice : and bestowed them close in two litle Dei 
or co&'ers under the base and piedstoole of Apollo Fa 
tinua. The yeeres revolution reduced as it was into order 
Julius of sacred memory, but afterwards through tieglu 

106 






TWELVE CiESARS 

troubled and confused, he brought againe to the former calcu- OCTAVni 
Istion. In the dispose whereof, he called the moneth Sextilis |?/?JpA?- ' 
(rather than September whcrin he was borne,) by his owne 
name, because in it there befell unto hira both hia first 
Consulship and also notable victories. Of all the Kcligious 
and priests, but especially of the vestall virgins he aug- 
mented the number, the dignity and the commodities also. 
And whereas in the rowme of any vestall Nun deceased, 
there must another of necessity he chosen and taken, he per- 
ceiving many to make suite that they might not put their 
daughters to the lottery ; protested and bound it with an 
-Oath, that if any one of his owne Nieces or daughters 
ft^ughtcrs were of competent age he would present her to 
the place. Divers auncient ceremonies also which by little 
and little were disused and abolished, he restored againe, as 
namelythe Augurie'of Salvis, the Flaminshin of Jupiter, the 
6acrc({ Lupcrcal, the Sa}cular playes "' and the Compitalitii. 
_ At the Lupercall Solemnities, he commanded that no beard- 
^LJms boyes should runne. Likewise, at the Secular playes, he 
^Pibrbad young folke of both sexes, to frequent any shew 
^B^xhibited by night ; unlesse it were in the company of some 
^nuncient person of their kindred. The Tutelare Images of 
^Rcrosse-wayes called Leircs Comjntales he was the first that 
^tordained to adomc twice in the yeere with flowers of the 
^■iSpring and sommer seasons. The principal honour next 
^■tinto the immortall gods, he performed to the memoriall 
^■'of those worthy Captaines, who had raised the Itomainc 
■ onpire from a small thing to so high and glorious a state. 
And therefore both the works and monuments of every of 
them he repaired and made againe, reserving their titles 
and inscriptions still ; and all their Statues also in tri- 
umphant forme and shape he dedicated in both the Porches 
or galleries of his Hall of Justice. And in a publick edict 
he professed thus much, that he devised it to this end. 
That both himselfe whiles he lived, and the Princes or Em- 
perours his successors for the ages to come, might be called 
upon and urged by their subjects and Citizens to conformc 
themselves as it were to their pattron and example. The 
, Statue likewise of Pompeius, translated out of the Court 
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OCTAVIUS wherein C, Csesar was murdered, he placed over t _ 
^*^*|f princely Pallace of his Theater under an Arch of o 
AU(,Uhi US ,n^„er of a Through-fare ■. 

32 

Many most daungerous enormities and ofTeDsiveJ 
which either had continued by custome and 
liberty during the civill warres, or else crept in andT 
in the time of peace to the utter ruine of the Cob 
wealth, he reformed. For a number of bold roistei 
professed robbers jetted openly with short sword 
skaincs by their sides, under colour of their owne ( 
passengers and waifaring men, as they travailed : 
the Country, were caught up (by them) as well Fre 
as slaves without respect ; and Kept hard to worke^ 
Prisons of landed men^: many factious crewes alatu 
the title of a New CoUedge had their meetings aii<i ~| 
in fellowship to the perpetrating of mischiefc whatl 
Whereupon, he disposed strong guards, and set watdl 
convenient places : he repressed those Robbers and Hack 
he visited and surveyed the foresaid prisons : and all 
ledges or Guilds save onely those of auncient foundatioi 
by Taw erected, he dissolved and put downe. The bill 
old debts due to the Chamber of the City, he burnt 
being the chiefe matter and occasion of malitious ao 
tions. The publike places and houses in the City, wh 
the tenure and hold was doubtful!, he adjudged unto I 
who were in present possession. The debts and actions* 
menced against such as bad been troubled and sued a 
time in the Law, by whose moumfull habite and distn 
estate their adversaries sought for nothing but pleasure 
the fulfilling of their wils, he anulled and denounced 
condition withall, that if any one would needes bring t 
into new trouble againe, he should be liable to tne 
daunger of punishment or penalty as the molested pi 
was. And to the end that no lewd Act might escape i 

' Supposuit : some leadc, superpaiuit, i. upon such an arched Jiuti 
Through-fiue. ' In manner of Bridewell or houses of c 
obligaUons, ' ExussO oi excussit, i. cancUed. 
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Bapunity ; nor businessc' in Court be shuffled over by delaies, OCTAVIUS J 

■ added unto the Terme ' time 30 daies ' over and above : '^' ""• •• 
mcb daies the Honorarie Games ^ and playet tooke up (he- 
re). To three Decuries of Judges he added a fourth out 

la lower and meaner degree, which went under the name 
Jtl}uccfiarii*,B,nd were to judge of smaller summes. As for 
e Judges hee enrolled and elected them into the Decuries 

tcr they were once 30 yeerea of age * : that is to say, five 
i sooner then they were wont. But seeing that most 
tthem refused and were loth to execute this burdensome 
Mce of judging, he hardly granted that each Decurie should 
we their yeeres vacation " by turnes ; and that the law 
pKtters which were wont to be pleaded and tried, in the 

meths of November ami December' should be let passe 

1 omitted quite. 

33 

■ Himsetfe sat daily in Judgement, yea and other whiles 
■till it was darke night, lying if he had not his health, 
\ a licter which was of purpose set before the tribunal) 
■te, or else in his owue house: and he ministred justice 

t onely with exceeding severity, but also with as great 

jdty. For when upon a time there was one accused for 

Jiifeat parricidy, because he should not be sowed up 

\,a leather male or budget" (a punishment that none 

red but such as had confessed the Fact) he examined 

f report) ujKin interrogatives in this maner, Certea thou 
per murderedst thy father, diddest thou P Againe, when 
la matter was handled before him as touching a forged 

1, and all the witnesses that set their hands and scales 
fcreto, were attaint by the I-.aw Conielia'', he delivered 
pto the Commissioners who had the hearing and deciding 

^ther, of the cause, not onely the two (ordinarie) tables of 

'' Law daies, or pleading litne. ' Liberalia, Bacchanalia, 
" /yataria, or olheis in Ihe honoui of men living which migbt be well spaied. 
* Foi Ihat ihey were volewed at 2cx> Seslcrtia : where as the other were worth 
400. ° Or ao ruther, for the ordinaiie nge whs 25 yeaies, at which Ihcy 
were eligible. * Quarle quoque anna: everie 4 jreare. ' Uppon certaine 
dayei of those moncihs. during which, there were Sporti and Revels and the 
licentious feast Salumatia. 
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, OCTAVIUS condemnation and acquitall, but a third also ; whereby they 
CjESAB might have their partion, who were certainly knowne to have 
AUGUSTUS (jgene seduced and brought to be witnesses as is before said, 
either by fraudulent practise or error and oversight. As for 
the appeales in Court, he yeerely assigned those which were 
for the City-Suiters unto Pretours of the City; but if they 
were for provincial! persons unto certaine men of the Con- 
suls degree, such as he had ordained, in every province one, for 
to be in commiision and to determine provincial) affaires. 

34 
The lawes made before time he revised and corrected: 
some also hce ordained and established a-new : as najnely 
Sumptuaria'^, as touching expenses at the bord : of Adul- 
teries'' and unnaturail filthincsse committed with the male 
kind ' : of indirect suite for offices "■ : of the mutall mariagcs 
of Senatoiirs and Gentlemen with Commoners''. Tbis act 
last named, when he had amended and reformed somewhat 
more precisely and with greater severitie then the rest, he 
could not carie cleerely and go through with, for the tumult 
of those that refused so to do, but that part of the penalties 
at length was quite taken away or els mitigated ; an im- 
munity^ also and toleration (of widow-head) graunted for 
3 yeeres ^, and the rewards twsides augmented. And not- 
withstanding all that, when the order of Gentlemen stood 
out stifly and stoutly, calling in open sight, and publikely 
for the repealing of the said Statute, he sent for Germanicus 
his children, and taking some of them himselfe, and Iwatow- 
ing the others in their fathers armes, shewed and presented 
them unto their view : signifying as well by the gesture of 
his hand, as by countenance. That they should not be loath 
nor think much, to imitate the example of that young 
Gentleman. Moreover perceiving that the force and vigor 
of that Law was dallied with, and avoided by the immatur- 
ity of young espoused wives*, as also by often changing 
01 manages': he brought into a narrower compasse the 
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me of wedding and having such spouses, and also limited OCTAVlOl 
IrorcemeDts. CfiSAR j 

AUGUSTT 

S5 

I The number of Senatours growing still to a shameful and 

tnfuscd company (for there were not of them so few as a 

")0, and some most unworthy : as who after Ciesars death 

i taken into the house for favour or bribes ; whom the 

I people termed abortive ^, as it were untimely births 

febom before their time): he reduced to tho auiicient stent * 

1 honorable reputation : and that in two elections : the 

;r, at their owne choise, wil, and pleasure, whereby one 

a cbooseth his fellow ; the second, according to his owne 

1 Agrippaes mind : at which time he is thought to have 

1 as president, armed with a shirt of maile or privie 

late under liis gowne, and a short sword or skeine by his 

ide ; having a gard also standing about his chaire of estate, 

t wit, tea of the stoutest and tallest men that were of 

matours degree, and all his friends : Cordua Cremutius 

riteth, that there was not so much as admitted then into 

e Senate-house any Senatour but singly one alone by him- 

jflfe, and not before his clothes were well scrchcd and felt, 

■ having any weapon under them. Some of them he 

nught to this modestie, as to excuse themselves^: and 

(t for such as thus made excuse he reserved still the liberty 

to weare a Senatours habite " ; the honor also to sit and 

behold the Games and plaies in the OrchcHra* ; together 

with priviledge to keepe their place at the solemn e publi que 

ists. Now, to the end that being thus chosen and allowed 

E is above said) they might with more religious reverence 

I lesse trouble execute the functions belonging to Sena- 

irs": he ordained, That before any one sat nim downe in 

B chaire, he should make devout supplication and sacrifice 

^th frankincense and wine, at the altar of that God^, in 

'hoBe temple they assembled for the time : and that ordin- 
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OCTAVrL'S arily the Senate should not be holden oftner then twl^ 
AV^fvniti * nioneth, to wit upon the Calends % and Ides'" of the bbi 
AU(t1;stus ^j jJj^^ jjj ^^^ nioneths September and October', none 
should be bound to give attendance, save those that w 
drawnc by lot: by whose number. Decrees might pa 
Furthermore, he devised to institute for himselfe, ana t 
by casting lots, a privie Counsell for 6 moneths : with wh 
he might treat before hand of businesses and afTaires tc 
moved unto a frequent Senate-house fully assembled, 
touching matter of greater importance put to questi 
he demanded the opinion of the Senatours, not after 
usuall manner and in order, but as it pleased himse! 
to the end that everie man should bend his mind so int 
tively thereto, as if he were to deliver his owne adv 
rather then give assent unto another. 

36 I 

Other things there were besides, wherof he wa» 
author and beginner : and among the rest : Tliat the A 
of the Senate* should not be publislied nor appeare u] 
record. Item that no magistrates after that they had 
or given up their honorable places, should eftsoones presen 
be sent as goveniours into any provinces. Tliat for f 
consuls or presidents, their should be a certaine rate 
monie set downe and allowed, for their sumpter-mulea, 
their tentes and hales : which were wont really beforeti 
to be set out and allowed for them, at the publike cosi 
the Citie. Item, that the charge of the Citties Treas 
should be translated from the Questours or treasurers of 
Citie, unto those that had been pretuurs, or to the preto 
for the time being: lastly, that certaine Decemvirs^ sho 
summon and assemble the Centumvirall court', and c " ' 
Centumvirs to the speare, which they onely were i 
do, that had borne the office of Questourshippe.' 

' Hapij, by reason of vintage Ihat was nol to be neglected. 
Satalis Hiii not Senalas coHSulla : be meaDCth Diuma acta, i. the pi 
ings that passed theie every day oS sittine- * Ten men cither chos 
of tie Cetitumvirs by lot, or created of purpose. 
112 
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OCTAVIUS 
3" C^8AR 

And to the end that more men might beare their part in AUGUSTUS 
administration of the common wealc, he devised new othccs : 
to wit, The overseeing of the publikc workes, the surveying U 

of the waies, streetcs, and causies, of the water courses or ^M 

conduits, of the channel of Tybris, and distributing come ^M 

among the people. Al.so the provostship of the Cittie : one ^M 

Triumvirate', for chusingSenatours; ana another for review- ^M 

isg and visiting the troupes or cornets of horsemen, so often ^M 

as need required. The Censours, whose creation was forlet ^M 

and discontinued, after a long time betwccne, he created ^H 

againe. The number of pretours he augmented. He re- ^H 

quired also and demanded, that so often as the Consulsliip ^| 

woB conferred upon him, he might have for one, ij . colleagues ^H 

or companions in office : but he cold not obtainc it ; whilest ^H 

all men with one voice cried out. That his majestie was ^H 

abridged enough alreadie, in that he bare not that honour' ^| 

able office by himselfe, but with another. ^H 

Neither was he more sparing in honoi-ably rewarding ^| 

martial prowes, as who gave order, that to SO Captaines ^H 

.and above, there should be granted by publike decree full ^| 

tryumpha : and to a good many more tryumphall ornaments ". ^| 

Senatours Children, to the end they might be sooner ac- ^| 

quainted with the affaires of State, he permitted to put on ^| 

even at the first their viril gown : to weare likewise the ^H 

Senatours robe poudretl witli broad headed purpic studs ; ^M 

'.and to have their places in the Senate house. Also at their ^M 

{ fiist entrance into warfare, he allowed them to be, nut oncly ^M 

,'Biilitarre Tribunes in the legions ^, hut also captaines over the ^M 

''horsemen in the wings^ And, that none of them might be ^| 

|imexpert of the Camp-atlaires : he ordained for the most ^| 

hpart over evcrie wing or Comet, ij. such Senatours (sornies) ^M 

lJto be provosts. The troupes and companies of Romaine ^M 

liBentlemen, he often reviewed ; and after a long space of ^| 

k I An oliice which 3 men ioincttj' bftic. > CoIodcU of tooo foCemen. ^| 

[" 0< tnen or Amies. ■ 
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OCTAVIUS time betweene, brought into use againe tlic mannei of t 

CiESAR muster^ or riding solemnly'' on horse backc, to shew theni^ 

AUGUSTUS ggj^^gg Neither wold ht- suffer any on of them during tU* 
solemnity, to be unhorsed and arrested by his adverssiyi 
that preteiide<l any matter in law against him : a thing that 
was usually don. And to as many as were known to be aged 
or to have any defect or imperfection of body, he gave lean; 
to send their horses before, and to come on foote to aunswcn' 
when so ever they were cited. And soone after he did thost 
this favour, to deliver up(ie their (publikc) horses, who being 
above 45 yeares of age, were unwilling to keepe them still. 



Having obtained also by the Senate' x. Condjutours, hee 
compelled everie Gentleman (that served with the Citties 
horse) to render an accoumpt of his life. And of such as 
were blameable and could not approve their living, some 
he punished, others he noted with Khame and ignominie: 
the most part of them with admonition, but after sundrie 
sorts. The easiest and lightest kind of admonition, was the 
tendering unto them in open place and all mens sight, a 
pure of writing tables^, to read unto themselves presently, 
m the place where they stood. Some also he put to rebuke 
and disgrace for taking up of mony ujran smal interest for 
the use, and putting it forth againe for greater gaine and 
usurie. 

40 

At the Election of Tribunes * (of the Commons) if their 
wanted Senatours " to stand for that office, he created them 
out of the degree of Romaine Gentlemen : so as, after they 
had born that magistracy, they might remaine ranged in 
whether degree * they would themselves. Now, when as many 
of the Romain Gentlemen, having wasted and decaied thsir 
patrimonie, and estate in the civil wars, durst not out of the 
14 formost seats behold the publike plaies and games, for 

' TVansvittionis. '' A stHatu at leiatarihis, i. out of the Seoolotui 
deeree. * Wherein weic wrillcn ol theit faults, * Dtmartkia. Dion. 

' Of gentlemen or of the Senatours. 
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feare of the penalty by the law (Roscia and Julia) caled 0CTAVIU8 
TheaiToiis, he pronounced openly and made it knowne, that .^^^i^'a 
such gentlemen were not liaule thereto if either themselves 
or their fathers ' before them, were ever at any time valued 
to the worth of Komaine Gentlemen *. He made a review 
of the people of Rome, street hy street : and to prevent that 
the common people shold not be often called away from 
their affaires oy occasion of the dole and distribution of 
corne, he purposed to give out thrice a yeare, tiqucts or 
talies for to serve 4 moneths: but when the people were 
desirous of the old custom he granted them again to receive 
the same upon the Nones'" of every moneth ^ The ancient 
right and libertie also, in Elections and Parliamcntes he 
brought in again : and having restrained the indirect suing 
for dignities by manyfold penalties, upon the day of such 
elections he distributed out of his own purse among the 
Fabians and Scaptians ', who were of the same Tribes, where- 
in himselfe was incorporate, a thousand Sesterces a pcece, 
because they should not look for ought at any of their hands 
who stood for offices. Moreover supposing it a matter of 
great consequence to keepe the people incorrupt and cleare 
ttova all base mixture of forain and servile blood, he both 
granted the freedom of the City of Rome most sparily, and 
also set a certain gage and limitation of manumising and 
enfranchising slaves. When Tiberius made request unto him 
' by letters, in the behalfe of a Grecian, his client to be free 
of Rome : he wrot backe unto him. That he would not grant 
' it unlesse he came personally himselfe, and could perswade 
\ him, what just causes he had of his suite: and what time 
I SB Livia intreated the like for a certaine French-man, tribu- 
[ tarie to the Romains : he flatly denied the freedome of tlie 
r Citty, but offred in lieu thereof immunitie and remission of 
[ Tribute; avowing, that he would more easily abide that 
I somewhat went from the publike treasure and chamlx-r of 
|i tiie Cittie, than have the honour of the Romaine Citie to 
I be made vulgar, and common. Nor content, that he had by 
[ 'diverse straight edicts and provisoes kept many slaves from 

' Parrnfiius : comprehending a.11 auncealouis. ' 400 Sestcttia ot 

■oStitenii, i. 3215 I. sterling. ' A'h'iij .uiitsfue Mnnh. 
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I ■ OCTAVIUS all manner of freedome, but more a great deal from 
C^SAR freedom in the best condition ; as liaving precisely and with 
much curiositie put in caveats both for the number and also 
for the condition and respect otherwise of those that were to 
be made free : he added thus much moreover : Tliat no 
slave, who had ever bcenc bound and imprisoned, or examined 
by torture should obtaine the freedome of the Cittie, in any 
kind of enfranchisement whatsoever. The olde manner of 
ffoing antl wearing apparell also, he endcvoured to bring into 
use againe. And having seene upon a time Hssembletl to 
heare a nublike speech, a number of Citizens ciadde all in 
blacke clokes' or sullied gownes *, taking great indigni 
thereat crying out with all : lleholde, quoth he, 

Bomanog rerum dominos gentemipie. tagatam. 

The Itomaines ^, Lorda of all the world, and tonj^e rob'd NaUon. 

He gave the vEdiles in charge not to suffer any person from 
thence forward, to abide or stay, either in the Common 
place or the Cirque, but in a gowne'', laying a side all clokes 
or mautills thereupon. 



1 



His liberality unto all degrees of Citiitens he shewed often 
times as occasions and opportunities were oHred : for both 
by bringing into the Cittie in the AUexandrine Tryumph the 
treasures of the ^Egyptian Kings ho caused so great plentie 
of monie, that usurie fell, but the price of Landes and Lord- 
ships arose to a verie high reckoning : and also afterwards, 
so often as out of the goods of condemned persons there was 
any surplusage of monie remaining above their lines; he 
granted for a certaine time the free lone and use thereof to 
as many as were able to put in securitie for the principal!, 
by an obligation in duple the summe. The substance and 
wealth of Senatours hee augmented, and whereas the valew 
thereof before amounted to the sumnies of 800000 Sesterces * : 

■ By blacke be mnneth clokes or gownes of a seUe russel colout, foi their 
gownes should be white and Gtife, nol sullied, ' By the liope Irema, 
meaning ihose that were in clokes or foule gowncs. " ~ ' 

* Duple Ihc worth of Gentlemen, 
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he taxed or sessed them at 1200000 : and looke who had not OCTAVIUS-J 
80 much, he supplied and made it up to the full. He gave ,,*i^j^^ 
Congiariesi often times to the people, hut hghtly they were AUUUbiui 
of diverse summes, one while 400, another while 300, and 
some times 200 and fiftie Sesterces ; and he left not so much 
as boyes under age, whereas they had not wont to receive 
such congiaries, iinlesse they were above eleven yeares oldc. 
Hee measured out also to the people by the Poll, Come in 
times of xcarcitic oftentimes at a veric lowe price, and other- 
whiles freely, without payinge therefore : and as for the 
Tickets, of monie, he dupled the summe in them contcined. 

42 

And that you may know, hee was a prince more respective 
of thrift and holesomenes, than desirous of popularitie, praise, 
and honour : when the people complained of the want and 
dearth of wine, he checked and sniboed them with this most 
severe speech, That his sonne in lawe Agrippa had taken order 
good enough that men should not be athirst,by convcighing 
so many waters into the Cittie. Unto the same people 
demanding the congiarie; which indeede was by him pro- 
mised, he aunswered; That his credite was good, ana he 
able to performe his word : hut when they earnestly called 
for one which hee had never promised, hee hit them in the 
teeth by an edict or proclamation with their dishonestie, 
and impudencie: assuring them, that give it he would not 
although he had intended it. 

And with no tesse gravitie and resolution, when uppon his 
proposing and publishing of a congiarie, he found that many 
in the meane time were manumised and inserted into the 
number of Citizens, he rejected such, and said, they should 
rot receive any, unto whom he had made no promise: and 
to all the rest hee gave lesse than he promised: that the 
summe which he had appointed, might hould out and be 
sufficient. When upon a time, there was great barrainnesse 
and sL-arcitie of corne, being put to an hard exigent and to 
seeke a difficult remedie, in so much as he was driven to 
expcll out of the Cittie, all the sori: of young slaves pam- 



' Largesses. 
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OCTAVIUS pered and trimmed up for sale, as alsu whole scholes ( 
C^SAR companies of Novice-fencers and sword players : all strangers 
■ and forainors, except Physitians and scholcmaisters : yea and 

some of the ordinarie houshold servants : so soone as the 
market began to mend, and victuals grew plentiful!, he 
writeth, That it tooke him in the head to abolish those 
publike doles of Come for ever : because upon the trust and 
confidence of them, tillage was cleaiie laid downe. Howbeit 
he continued not in that mind long, as being assured, that 
the same doles might be set up againe one time or other 
by the ambitious humour (of Princes his successors). And 
therefore after this he ordrcd the matter so indifferently, as 
that he had no lesse regard of the Citticsfermours of tillage, 
and other undertakers and purveiours of the publike come, 
than of the people and commons of the Cittie. 

43 

In number, varietie, and magnificence of sok'mne shewes 
exhibited unto the people he went beyond all men, Hec 
rc|)ortetii of himielfe that he set foorth plaies and games 
in his ownc name fourc and twentie times ' : and for other 
magistrates who either were absent or not sufficient to beare 
the charges, three and twentie times. Divers times, he 
exhibited iilaies by cverie strcete, and those uppoii many 
stages, and acted by plaiers skilfuil in all languages not in 
the Common forum onely, nor in the ordinarie Amphitheater, 
but also in the cirque. In the enclosure called Septa, he 
never represented any sportcs but the baiting and coursing 
of wild beasts and the shcwes of champions-sight; having 
built woodden scaffolds and seatea for the nonce in Mars 
field. In like manner, he made the shew of a Navall battaile 
about the River Tiheris, having digged of purpose a spacious 
hollow pit within the ground, oven there whereas now is to be 
scene the grove of the Csesars, On which dayes he bestowed 
warders in diverse places of the citie, for feare it might be 
endangered by sturdie theevcs and robbers, taking their 
vantage, that so few remained at home in their houses. In 
the Cirque he brought forth to doc their devoir, Charioteis, 
' Qualcr cl viHcs. 
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Runners, and killers of savage beasts: otherwliiles out of the OCrAVIUS J 

noblest young gentlemen of all the Cittie. As for the war- C'^^'" 

like Riding or Turnament called Troie, he exhibited it AUGUS 

oftenest of all other, making choyse of boyes to performe it, 

as well bigger as smaller: supposing it a matter of antiquitie: 

a decent and honorable mancr besides, that the towardly 

disposition and proofe of noble bloud should thus be seene 

and knowne. In this soleninitie and sport, he rcwai-ded 

C. Nonius Asprenas weakened' by a fall from his burse, 

with a wreath or chaine of gold, and permitted both him- 

selfe and also his posteritie to beare tbe surname of Tor- 

quatus. Rut afterwards he gave over the representation of 

such pastimes, by occasion that Asinius I'ollio the Oratour, 

made a grievous and invidious complaint in the Senate house, 

of the fall that ^Eseminus his nephew tooke, who likewise 

had thereby broken bis legge. To the performance of his 

stage plaies also and shewes of swonle fight, he employed 

some times even the Gentlemen and knights of Rome : but 

it was before be was inhibited by vertue of an Act of the 

Senate. For after it verily, he exhibited no more, save 

onely a youth called L. Itius, Ijorne of worshipfuU parentage, 

onely for a shew : that being a dwarfe not two foote high, 

and weighing 17 I',* yet he had an exceeding great voice. 

One day of the sword fight that he set forth, he brought in 

for to behould the soleninitie, even through the midst of the 

Shew place, the Parthians hostages who then were newly 

sent (to Rome) and placed them in the second ranke or 

row of seates above himselfe^. His manner was moreover, 

liefore the usuall daies of such spectacles and solemne sights, 

and at other times, if any Strang and new thing were 

brought over unto him, and worthie to be knowne, to bring 

it abroad for to be scene upon extraordinary daies, and in 

any place whatsoever. As for example, a Rhinoceros within 

the empaled or railed enclosure called Septa: a Tigre upon 

' 0[ lamed. * Hi& lightnes was more lo be noled than hi^ Ebort stature : 
foi whetaa the toll height is 6 iaate nnd the weight aomewhnl above lOO 1. 
this levity nf I loot is undet ihRl proportion the one halfe. ' Suferque se: 
or bdiind at hii backc hichcr, uid iherforc further of: or else in a lecond 
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THE HISTORIE OF 

f OCTAVHTS the stage: and a Serpent 50 cubits long, within the Hall 
C^SAR Comitium. It fortuned that during the great Circeian games 
AUGUSTUS ^iji^i, hp had vowed before, he fell sicke: whereby he lay in 
his litter and so devoutly attended upon the socreil chariots 
called Thensic. Aeaine, it happened at the beginning of 
those plaies, which he set out when he dedicated the temple 
of Marcellus, that his curule chaire became unjoincted, and 
therel)y he fel upon his hack : also at the games of his 
nephewcs when the people their assembled were mightily 
troubled and astonied, for feare that the Theater would fall: 
seeing that by no means he cold hold them in, nor cause 
them to take heart againe, he removed out of his owne place, 
and sat him downe in that part thereof which was most 
suspected. The most confuse and licentious manner of be- 
holding such spectacles, hee reformed and brought into 
order ; mooved thereto, by the wrong done to a Senatour, 
whom at Puteoli in a freijuent assemble sittinge at their 
right solcmiic Games, uoe man bad received to him sod 
vouchsafed a rowne. ^jH 

Hereupon when a decree of the Senate was passed, That 
so often as in any place there was ought exhibited publikely 
to be seenc, the first ranke or course of Scates should be 
kept cleere and wholly for Senatours : he forbad the Embas- 
saaour of free nations and confederals to sit at Rome within 
the Orchestra : because he had found, that even some of their 
libertines kind were sent in embassage. The soldiers hee 
severed from the other people. To maried men that were 
commoners, he assigned several rewes by themselves. To 
Noble mens children under age his own tjuarter': and to 
their teachers and govemers the next thereto. He made 
an Act also, that not one of the base Commons wearing 
blacke and sullied gownes should sit so necre as the midst 
of the Theatre \ As for women he would not allow them to 
behold so much, as the sword Fencers, (who customarily in 
the time past were to be seene of all indiflPerently) but from 
' Cuneum suum or a rancke of Iheit O' 
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some higher loft above the rest', sitting there by them- 
selves*. To the Vestall Nunnos he graunted a place a part 
from the rest within the Theatre, and the same just over 
against the Pretours Tribunall. Howbeit from the Solem- 
nitie of Champions-shew, he banished all the female sex : so 
farre forth, as that during the Pontificiall Games ^, he put of 
a couple of them who were called for to enter in to combat, 
untill the morrow morning **. And made proclamation, that 
bia will and pleasure was. That no woman should come into 
the Theatre before the fift hower of the day *, 

45 

Himselfe beheldc the Circcian Games, for the moBt part 
from the upper lofts and lodging of his friendes and freed- 
men, sometime out of the Pulvinar% sitting there with his 
wife onely and children. From these shewes and sights 
he would be absent many hourcs together, njid otherwhilcs 
whole dayes: but first having craved leave of the people, 
and recommended those unto them, who should sittc as 
presidentes of those Games in his turne. But so often 
as he was at them, he did nothing els but intend the same : 
either to avoide the rumor and speech of men, whereby 
his father Csesar (as he said himselfe) was commonly taxed, 
namely for that in beholding those solemnities ne used 
betwcene whiles to give his mind to read letters and peti- 
tions", yea and to write backe againe: or els uppon an 
earnest desire and delight he had, in seeing such pastimes, his 
pleasure and contentment wherein, he never dissimuled, but 
oftentimes frankely professed. And therefore he proposed 
and gave of his owne at the games of prise and plaics even 
of other men. Coronets and rewards, both many in number, 
and also of great worth : neither was he present at any of 
these Greek games and solemnities', but he honored everie one 
of the Actors and provers of Maisteries therein according to 
' .And by consequence tarlher of. ' Spec/art lenttssil soli!. * Which 
him selfe exhibited beinc PoutifcK Maximus, i. the High priest. ' Eleven 
of the clok. by which home iX\ that sight was past. ' And not, e pul- 
vinari, i. The bedloft wber the sacred Im^es of Ihe Gods were devoutly 
beitowcd, which had beene brought in their Tbenses and carried thelher, aX 

« solemn gii,mc5, " As if he had no delight in those games.. 
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OCTAVIUS their deserts. Hut moite affectionately of all other h 
C^AH to Bce the ChampioDS at fist fight*: and the Latines esf 
cially; not those onely who by lawful! calling were professet 
and by order allowed (and even those he was wont to mat 
with Greeks) but such also as out of the common sort 
towncs-men, fell together by the cares pell mell in t 
narrow streets, and though they had no skill at all of 6g\ 
yet could lay on load, and offend their concurrents one w 
or other. In summe, all those in gener&ll, who had a 
hand in those publike games or set them forward any wi 
he deigned gooa rewards and had a speciall respect of the 
The priviledgcs of Champions he biath maintained enti 
and also amplified. As for sword fencers he would r 
suffer them to enter into the lists, unlesse they might be d 
charged of that profession, in case they became victou 
The power to chastice Actours and plaiers^ at all times a 
in everie place (granted unto the Magistrates* by auncit 
law) he tookc trom them, save onely during the plaies a 
uppon the stage, Howbeit he examined streightly nev 
tnelesse at all times either the matches or combats of Cha 
pions called JCt/stici^, or the fights of sword fencers, I 
the licentiousnesse of stage plaicrs he so repressed, tl 
when he had for certaine found out, that Stephanio, 
actor of Romaine playes had a mans wife waiting up 
him shome and rounded in manner of a boy, he confir 
and sent him away as banished : but well beaten fi 
with rods through all the three Theatres ^ And Hy 
the Fftntomime'^ at the complaint made of him by 1 
Pretour, he skourged openly in the Court yard before 
house: and excluded no man from the sight thereof: i 
and he banished Pylades out of the Cittie of Rome a 
Italie, because he had pointed with his finger at a Spec 
tour who hissed him out of the stage, and so made l " 
be knowne. 



1 



' PitgiUs, aunswerable in Greece Id llie Romaine GUdiatores. 
had learned the skil and feile of fighting. • 13y beoling with i 
' Pteloon and ^Eliles. ' Pompeii, Balbi, Melelli. For so many if 
were in Augustus dayes, besides the Ampliitbeatte ot Statilius Tan: 
' A cunninR Actonr conncer^ting all parts. 
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Having in this manner ordred the Cittio and admiiiistred AUGUSTUS 
the civile affaires therin, he made Italie populous and much 
frequented with Colonies" to the number of 28, brought 
thither and planted by him ; yea he furnished the same with 
publike worKes and reveoues in many places. He equalled 
it also after a sort, and in some part with the verie Cittie of 
Rome in priviledges and estimation : by devising a new kind 
of Suffrages ^ which the decurions or elders of Colonies gave 
every one in their owne Towneshippe, as touching Majes- 
trates to bee created in Rome, ana sent under their hands 
and scales to the City against the day of the solemne Elec- 
tions. And to the end, there should not want in any place 
either honest and worshipfull inhabitants, or issue of the 
multitude ; looke who made suite to serve as men of armes 
on horse-backe upon tbe publique commendation of any 
towneship whatsoever^, those hee enrolled and advanced 
unto the degree of Gentlemen. But to as many of the 
Commoners as could by goode evidence prove unto him as 
hee visited the Countries and Regions of Italy ', that they 
had soDnes and daughters he distributed a thousand ses- 
terces a piece, for every child they had. 

47 
As for those Provinces, which were more mighty than • 
other, and the government whereof by yeerely Magistrates 
was neither easie nor safe, he undertooke himselfe to rule' : 
the rest hee committed to Proconsuls by lot: and yet 
otherwhiles he made exchange of such Provinces: and of 
both sorts, hee oftentimes visited many in person. Certaine 
Cities, confederate and in league with Home, howbeit by 
over-much libertie running headlong to mischiefe and de- 
struction, hee deprived of their liberties. Others againe, 
either deepely in debt he eased, or subverted by earthquake 
he reedified, or able to alledge their merits and good tumea 
done to the people of Rome hee endowed with the franchises 
of Latium ; or else with freedome of llome. There is not, I 



' Cuiiucaaque eppidi. 
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suppose, a Province, (except Aifrick onely and Sardinia) 
hee went unto it. Into these Provinces after he had chaced 
' Sextus Pompeiiis thither, he prepared to saile out of Sicilic 
and to crosse the Seas : but continual] stormes and extreame 
tempests checked him: neither had hee good occasion c 
sufficient cause afterwards to passe over unto them. 



1 
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All those kingdomes which he wan by conquest and force 
of amies, unlesse some fewe, hee either restored unto those 
Princes from whom hee had taken them, or else made tiicm 
over to other. KK. mere Aliens, Princes, his Associates hee 
conjoyned also together among tliemselvos by mutuall bonds 
of alliance, as being a most ready procurer and maintaJoer 
of affinity and amity of every one; neither had he other 
regard of them all in generall than of the very naturall 
members and parts of his owne Empire. Moreover, he was 
wont to set Guardians and Goveniours over the saide Princes, 
when they were either young and under age, or lunatick and 
not well in their wits ; untill such time as they were grownc 
to ripe yeerea, or began to come againe to themselves. The 
chilciren of very many of them, he both brought up and 
also trained ana instructed together with his owne. 

49 
Out of his militarie forces, he distributed both Legions 
and Auxiliaries by Provinces. He placed one fleetc at 
Misenum, and another at Kavenna, for the defences of the 
upper' and nether* Seas, A certaine number of Souldiours 
he selected for a guard, partly of the City, and in part of 
his owne person, naving discharged the regiment of the 
Calagurritanes *, which nee had retained about him, untill 
he vanquished Antonius; and likewise of the Germaines 
which hee had waged among the Squires of his body, unto 
the disasterous overthrow of Varus : And yet he sufired not 
at any time, to remain within the City more then 3 cohorts, 
and tnosc without their pavilions. The residue, his manner 

' Suferi, called otherwise ihc Adiiatich Sea : Venice-galfe. * Inferir 
olheiwise Tusci, or Tyrihenl, i, the Tuskane Sea. ^ People of Spaine. 
12-t 
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was to send away to winteriug places and sommer harbouTB OCTAVIDR 
about the neighbour-townes. Moreover,all the souldiours that '-'^SAR J 
were in any place whatsoever, hee tied to a certaine prescript " " S 
forme and proportion of wages and rewards, setting downe 
according to the degree and place of every one, both their 
times of warfare, and also the commodities^ they should 
receive after the tcmie of their service expired and their 
lawfull discharge: least that by occasion of old age, or for 
want, they should after they were freed from warfare, be 
solicited to sedition and rebellion. And to the end, that 
for ever, and without any difficulty, there might be defrayed 
sufficient to maintaine and reward them accordingly, he 
appointed a peculiar Treasurie for soldiors with new revenewes 
devised for their maintainancc *. And that with more speede 
and out of hand word might be brought, and notice taken 
what was doing in every province, hee disposed along the 
rode high-waies, within small distance one from another; 
first, certaine young men as posts ; and afterwards swift 
wagons to give intelligence, This he thought more com- 
modious, and better to the purpose, that they who from a 
place brought him letters might be asked questions also, if 
the matters required ought. 

50 
Id charters, patents, writs, bils and letters he used for bis 
lie, at the first, the image of Sphinx": Soone after, that 
>t Alexander the great : and last of all, his owne ; engraven 
Ty the hand of Dioscurides ^ : wherewith the Princes and 
Emperours his successours continued to signe their writings. 
To all his missives his manner was, to put precisely the 
very minutes of houres, not of day onely but of night also, 
wherein it might be knowne, they were dated, 

51 
1 civill curtesie % there be many, and 

' F«s, pensions, land and living. '' DutetiUsimis tt Quim/Hagtiimi! 
'"rmm vtnaiium. Bonis etiam damnatermii, i. wiih the Iwo hundrelh pcny, 
^^ the tiflielh peny of wares suld: wilb Ihc goodsalsoof condemtied pcrsoiu. 
r A cmuting Lapidarie and graver in pretioiu stooes. 
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POCTAVIUS those right great proofes ami exiierimeiits. Not to reckon 
>_?^?*^ lip, how many ana who they were of the adverse faction, 
that he vouchsafed [>ardon and life; yci, and suffVed to 
hold Btill a principall place in the City : he was content and 
thought it sufhcicat, tu punish Junius Novatus and Cassius 
Patavinus, two commoners; the one with a fine of money 
and the other with a slight banishment : notwithstanding 
that Junius Novatus in the name of young Agrippa had 
divulged a most hiting and stinging letter, touching him, 
and Cossius Patavinus at an open table and full feast, gave 
out in broad termes. That he wanted neither harty wishes 
nor good will to stab him. Moreover in a certaine judicial! 
triall, when among other crimes this article was principally 
objected against /Emilius jElianus of Corduba, That hee was 
wont to have a. bad conceits' and to speake but basely of Cicsar, 
himselfe turned unto the accuser, and as if he had beene sore 
offended, ' I would,' quoth he, ' thou wert able to prove this 
unto mc: in faith j^lianus should well know, that I abu 
have a tongue : for I will not stick to say more by him/ 
And farther than this he neither for the present nor 
afterwards inquired into the matter. Likewise, when 
Tiberius grieved and complained unto him of the same 
indignity in a letter, and that uncessantly and after a 
violent manner, thus he wrote back agaiue : ' Doe not my 
good Tiberius in this point follow and feed the humor of 
your age * : neither set it too neere your heart. That there 
is any man who speaketh cvill of me ; for it is enough for 
us, if no man be able to doe us harme.' 

Albeit, he wist well enough, that Temples were usually 
graunted by decree even unto Pi-oconsuls, yet in no Province 
accepted hee of that honour, but joyntlie in the name and 
bchalfe of himselfe and of Rome. For in Rome verily, ho 
forbare this honour most resolutely: yea, and those silver 
Statues which in times past had bcene set up for him, he 

' Male opiaari. The same in ihU Author, thai Mate dkire. " Youde i 
impuCiDg hUcollei and cruclt; to the heate of youlb and bote bloud: iiiea«V' 
ing Tibetius by himselfe. 
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melted every one. Of which ', he caused golden Tables^ to OCTAVItW I 
be made, and those he dedicated to Apollo Patavinus, ^^^^__ 
When the people offered and instantly forced upon him the 
Dicta toll rship, he fell upon his knees, cast his gownc from 
olt'his shoulder, bared his brest, and with detestation of the 
thing, besought them not to urge him farther. 

5S 
The name and title of Ixird ' ' he alwaies abhorred as a 
contumelious and reproachfull terme. When upon a time, 
as he beheld the plaics, these words were pronounced out of 
a Comocdie *, O good and gracious Lord '' : whereupon the 
whole assembly witfi great joy and applause accorded thereto, 
as if they had beene spoken of him : immediatly Ijotli with 
gesture of hand and shew of countenance, he repressed such 
undeccnt flatteries : and the next day reproved them most 
sharply by an edict : neither would hee ever after suffer 
himselfe to be called Dominits, no not of his owne children 
and nephewes either in earnest or boord. And that which 
more is, such faire and glavering wordes hee forbad them to 
use among themselves. Lightly, you should not have him 
depart forth of the City or any Towne, nor enter into any 
place, but in the evening, or by night : for disquieting any 
person in doing him honour by way of dutifull attendance. 
In his Consulship hee went commonly in the streetes on 
foote : out of his Consulship oftentimes in a close chaire or 
licter" ''. Id generall Salutations and duties done unto him 
be admitted the very Commons, entertaining the suites and 
desires of all commers with so great humanity as that he 
rebuked one of them merily, because in reaching unto him 
a supplication, he did it so timorously, as if hee had raught 
a small pcece of coine^ to an Oliphant, On a Senate-day, 
he never saluted his Nobles but in the Curia " : and those 
verily as they sat, every one by name ivithout any prompter*: 
and at his departure out of the house, he used to bid them 



I With the money, for which Ihcy » 



' CariiHiu, otherwise 



uled Trifodai, standiag upon 3 fecte : from which Ondes wete deliveted. 
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[ OCTAVIUS farewell one by one as they were set, in the same i 

CAESAR Witli many men he perfonned mutuall offices yeclding one 
* * kindnes for another interchaugeahly. Neither gave he over 

frequenting their solemnities and feasts ' untill he was farre 
stent in yeeres : and by this occasion, that once upon a day 
of Espousals ^ he was in the presse and throng of people aore 
crouded. Gallus Terrinius a Senator, and none of liis 
familiar acquaintance, howbeit fallen blinde and purpoaing 
resolutely to pine himselfe to death ""i he visited in proper 
person, and by his consolatory and comfortable woriis per- 
swaded him to live still. 



As he delivered a speech in the Senate, one said unto 
ium, ' I conceived you not ' : and another, ' I would gain-say 
you if any place were left for rac to speake'*. Divers times 
when upon occasion of excessive altercation and brabbling 
among the Senatours in debating matters, he was about to 
whip out of the Senate a pace lu a great chafe, some of 
them would choke him with these words, ' Senatours ought 
to have liberty to speake their raindes concerning the 
Common-wcale.' Aatistius Labeo at a certaine Election of 
Senatours, when one man chooseth another*, made choise of 
M. Lepidus, who sometime was (Augustus) mortall encmie, 
and then in Esile. Now when he demaunded of the said 
AntistiuE, If there were not others more worthy to be chosen ? 
hee returned this aunswcre. That every man had his owne 
liking and judgement by himself^ Yet for all this, did no 
mans free speech or froward selfe-will, tume him to displea- 
sure or danger. 

55 

Moreover, the diffamatory libels of him cast abroad and 

dispersed in the Curia, he neither was affrighted at, nor 

tooKe great care to refute; making not so much as search 

after the Authors. Onely this he opined, Tliat from thenc«- 
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forth there should be inquisition made, and examination OCTAVIQ 
had of those that either in their owne name or under other CSSABf 
mens, did put forth libels, rimes, or verses to the infamie of ' 
any person. Furthermore, to meete with the spiteful! 
taunts and skurrile scofles of some, wherewith he was pro- 
voked, he made an Edict against such. And yet, to the 
end that the Senate should passe no Act, for the Inhibition 
of their licentious liberty ' in their last wils and testaments ', 
he interposed his negative voice. 

66 

Whensoever he was present himselfe at the General! Ward- 
iinotes for Election of Magistrates, be went with his owne 
Candidates* round about to the Tribes, and humbly craved 
their voices^ according to the usuall custome. Himselfe also 
gave a voice in his owne Tribe ' as one of the ordinary people. 
When hee appeared as witnesse in j udiciall courts, hee suirred 
himselfe right willingly to be examined upon interrogatives, 
and also to be impleaded against and confuted. His common 
Hall of Justice * he made lesse, and of narrower compasse ' ; 
as not daring to encrocli upon the next houses and dispossessc 
the owners. He never recommended his sonnes unto the 
people, but with this clause added thereto. If they shall 
deserve. When, beeing yet under age, and in their purpled 
childs habit °, ai tiie people generallv that sat in the Theater 
rose up unto them, and the stanaers below clapped their 
hands, nee tooke it very ill and complained grievously thereof. 
His minions and inward friends he would have to bee great 
and mighty men in the City ; yet so, as they should have no 
more liberty than other Citizens, but be subject to lawes 
and judgements as well as the rest. When Asprenas 
Nonius '', a man of neere alliance and acquaintance with him 
'Iras accused by Cassius Severus, for practising poison, and 
leaded for himselfe at the Barr, hee asked counsell of the 
late, what they thought in duty he was to do .'' ' For I 

ind in doubt,' quoth he, 'least oeing here present as an 
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se bioad jcsis, of any person, Casaubonus. 
I TribubHi, i. among other Tribes. 
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I OCTAVIUS advocate, I shoiiltl acquit the prisoner defendant^ and I 
CdiSAR hinder the course of law ; againe, if I be absent and faile 
him, least I might be thought to forsake and prejudice my 
friend " ; whcrupon, by all their consents, lie sat there in the 
Pues * certain houres, but spake never a word nor afTuurded so 
much as a commendatorie speech in the defeodants belialfe, 
as the maner of friends was to do in the triall of such cases. 
He pleaded the causes even of his very clients, and by name, 
of a certain shield-bearer**, whom in times past he had 
called forth to serve him in the wars: he spake I say in his 
defence, when he was sued in an action of the case. Of all 
those that were thus in trouble, he delivered one and no 
more from making his appearance in Court : and him verily 
no otherwise, but by earnest praiers and entreating the 
Accuser before the Judges : and nim he perswaded at length 
to let fal his action. And Castritius it was, a man, by whose 
meanes he came to the knowledge of Murenaes conEpirocie. 

67 

How much, and for what demerits of his, he was beloved, 
an easie matter it is to make an (estimate. The acts and 
decrees of the Senate concerning his honors I ])asse over, as 
which may be thought wrested from them either upon mere 
necessity or bashfull modesty. The Gentlemen of Home of 
their owne accord and by an uniforme consent celebrated his 
birth-feast alwaies for 2 daics together. All States and 
Degrees of the City, yeerely upon a sotemne vow that 
they made, threw small pieces of brasse-cuinc into Curtius 
lake * for the preservation of his life and health, Semblably, 
at the Catenas of Jariuarie every yeere they off'red a new 
yeeres-gift in the Capitol unto him, although he were 
absent. Out of which masse and grosse sum he disbursed 
as much money, as wherewith he bought the most pretious 
Images of the Gods, and dedicated them in divers streets: 
as namely Apollo Saiidaliarius ^, and Jupiter TragKdus ", and 

' Or offender. " Within the Ban, among the Advocalcs, as a well 
wilier. ' Or TarguatUr, Sculnrio : some lake this for a proper name of 

some souldiour of his. * Into the railed or empaied place named StflOt 
where sometime was that Lake. ° In the Shoonoken street, * In the 
TragEPdiims st 
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others besides \ For the rcedification of his house in Pala- OCTAVIUS 
tine- consumed by fire, the old soldiours, the Docuries {of .l^^f^,^. 
the Judges) the Tribes, and many severall persons by them- AUOUbfUS 
selves of all sorts, willingly and according to each ones 
ability brought in their monies together. Howbeit, he did 
no more but slightly touch the hcapes of such money as 
they lay, and tooke not away out of any one above one 
single aenier^. As he returned out of any province, they 
accompanied him honorably, not onely with good words 
■nd lucky osses*, but also with songs set in musicall 
measures. This also was duly observed, that how often so 
ever he entred Rome, no punishment that day was inflicted 
^pon any person. 

58 
The surname* in his stile of Pater Patriae, they all pre- ■« 
sen ted unto him with exceeding great and unexpected 
accord. The Commons, first, by an Embassage which they 
jent unto Antium : then, because he accepted not therof, at 
Rome as he entred the Theater to heboid the plaies, they 
^tendered it a second time themselves in great frequencie, 
dight with ]..awrell branches and Coronets. Soune after, 
tiie Senate did the like, not by way of decree nor acclamation, 
but by Valerius Messatia, who had commission from them 
all, to relate their minds in this maner. 'That,' quoth he, 
•which may be to the good and happinesse of thee and thy 
house O Caesar Augustus (for in this wise we think, that we 
pray for perpetuall felicity and prosperity ' to this Common- 
vealth). The Senate according with the people of Rome, 
do jointly salute thee by the name of Pater Patrise^.' Unto 
wliom, Augustus with teares standing in his eyes, made 
snawere in these words, (for I have set the very same downe, 
like as I did those of Messala^) 'Now that I have (mine 
honorable Lords) attained to the beighth of all my vowes 
and wishes, what remaineth else for me to crave of the 

• Aliaqiu. In rtifiluliSMem, elc. ' Mount Pnlaiinc. ' 7d. ob. 

< FamUh emnibus, or, nommibHs, i. names. ' Oi addilioD. " Ftlici- 

tatem Reif. tl lata huic fro, felicttatem el lala Eiip, kuic. ' Father 
oT Ihe CouDtrcy. ' Sicnl Mmella. 
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OCTAVIUS immortall Gods, but that I may cane with mee this un 

C^SAR consent of vours unto my lives end ? * 
AlIfiflSTriS ■' ■' 



AUGUSTUS 



Unto Antoniug Musa his Physitian, by whose me 
was recovered out of a dangerous disease, tbev ei 
Statue, by a generall contribution of brasse, just 
image of iEsculapius. Some housholders' there wi 
in their last wils and testaments provided, That thei 
should leade beasts for sacrifice into the Capitol! 
their vowes, with this title caried before them ct 
the reason of so doing. Because they * had left Ai 
living after them. Certaine Cities of Italy begai 
yeere that very day, on which he first came to them, 
of the Provinces, over and above Temples and 
ordained almost in every good Towne, solerane GanM 
Playes every fifth yeere in his honor ^ 

GO \ 

Kings his friends aud Confederates both severally i 
one in his own kingdome built Cities caUing them Cxtk 
and jointly altogether intended, at their common cfaa 
fully to finish the temple of Jupiter Olympicus at AI 
which long time before was begun, and bo dedicate it J 
his Genius. And oftentimes, the said Princes leaving! 
realmes, going in Romaine gownes, without Diadems* 
regall Ornaments, in habit and manner of devoted Clie 
performed their dutifull attendance unto him day by d 
not at Rome only, but also when he visited and trava 
over the provinces. 

61 
For as much as I have shewed already what his publ 
coriage was in places of Commaund and Magistracies: 
the managing also and administration of the Common-we 
throughout the world both in warre and peace: now wil 
relate his more private and domestical! life : as also wl 
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.viour hee shewed and what fortune hee had at home, OCTAVIUS ' 
among 1 



» owne, even from his youth unto his dying 
hy. His mother he buried during the time of bis first 
%»isulship, and liis sister Octavia in the 54 yeere of bis age. 
^d as he had performed unto them both, whiles they lived, 
'e offices of pietie and love in the best manner : so when 
J were dead, he did them the greatest honours he pos- 
bly could. 



1 



He had espoused, being a very youth, the daughter of P. 
'vilius Isauricus : but upon his reconciliation unto Antonie 
r their first discorde at the earnest demaund of both 
r soldiours, that they might be conjoyned and united by 
le ncre affinitie, he tooke to wife (Antonius) daughter in 
Claudia, the naturall daughter of Dame Fulvia by P. 
lius : a young UamoseU, scarce mariageable. And upon 
le displeasure, falling out with Fulvia his wives mother, 
put her away, as yet untouched and a virgine : soone 
T, he wedded Scribonia, the wife before of two husbands, 
1 of Consular dignity, and by one of them a mother. 
lis wife also he divorced, not able to endure, as bee 
writeth bimselfc, her shrewd and perverse conditions ; and 
forthwitii, tooke perforce from Tiberius Nero, Livia Drusilia 
his lawful! wife and great with child. Her he loved 
entirely, her he liked onely, and to the very end. 

6a 

Upon Scribonia he begat Julia : by Livia he had no issue, 
although full faine he would. Conceive once she did by him ; 
but she mtscaried, and the Infant was borne before time. 
As for Julia, bee gave her in mariage first to Marcellus the 
Sonne of his sister Octavia, even when he was but newly 
crept out of his chtldes age. Afterwards, when Marcellus 
was departed this life, he bestowed her upon M, Agrippa, 
having by intreatie obtained of his sister, to yecid up unto 
him her right and interest in her sonne in Law '. For at the 
same time Agrippa had to wife one of the MarcellEe* (her 
llet daughiers husband. ' II seemclh the youHEet. 
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OCTAVIUS daughters) and of her body begotten children. When this 
ini^wriid ^S"PP* ^^^ likewise dead, he cast about and sought for 
divers matches a long time, even out of the ranks erf 
Jiomainc Gentlemen, and chose for her, his wives Bonne 
Tiberius ' : whom he forced to put away a former wife then 
with child, and by whom hee had beene a father already. 
M. Antonius writeth, that he had affianced the said Julia 
first, to Antonie his sonne : and afterwards to Cotiso Kiog 
of the Gctes: what time Antonie himselfe required to have 
a Kings daughter* likewise to wife. 

64 
By Agrippa and Julia he had 3 nephewes, Caius, Lucius, 
and Agrippa : nieces bkewise twaine, Julia and Agrippina. 
Julia ne bestowed in mariage upon Lucius Paulus, the 
Censors sonne : and Agrippina upon Germanicus, his siaten 
Nephew*'. As for Caius and Lucius he adopted them for his 
owne children at home in his house, having bought them of 
Agrippa their Father by the brazen coiue and the balance * \ 
Whom being yet in tneir tender yeeres, he emploied in the 
charge of the common- weale: and no sooner were they Consuls 
Elect, but hee sent them abroade to the government of 
Provinces and conduct of armies. His daughter and nieces 
above named, hee brought uppe and trained so, as that hee 
acquainted them with houaewiferie, and set them even to 
carde, spinne and make cloth : forbidding them streightly 
either to say or doe ought but openly in the sight and hear- 
ing of all men, and that which might be recorded in their 
day bookes''. Ccrtes, so farre forth he prohibited and fore- 
warned them the companie of strangers, that he wrote uppon 
a time unto L. Tucinius ', a noble young gentleman and a 
personable, charging him that he passed the bounds of 
modestie, in that he came once to Baise for to see and 
salute his daughter : his nephewes, himselfe for the most part 
taught to reade, to write and to swimmc', besides the 



' Emperour after hii 
he tneanelh Cleopatra, * Seroris, 
Ixjlh true. ' /"f asam, vel ptr as tt libram. 

Vinicius. 
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l^iments and first introductions to other Sciences. But in OCTAVIUS ] 

ting travailed hee so much as in this, that they might ,y9'^^!i5:_ 1 

ate his handwritinge. Hce never supped togitner with AUGUSTUS i 

I, but they satte at the nether ende of the Table: neither 

nt hec any Journie, but hee had them eitfier goinge before 

a s Wagon, or else about him rydinge by his side. 

G5 

s joious and confident as hee was in regard both of 

t issewe, and also of the discipline of his bouse, fortune 

him in the proofe of all. His daughter and niece 

ler of them named Julia disteined with ail kinde of 

wdnesse and dishonestie he sent out of tite nay as 

lushed : Caius and Lucius^ ' both, hee lost in the space of 

I tnoneths, Caius died in Lycia, Lucius at Massilia. His 

lepbewe Agrippa, togither with his wives sonne 

Kfiushce adopted" his soimes in the Forum of Rome by 

I Act of all the Cnria'\ But of these twaine within a 

[1 time hee cast out of his favour, yea and confined aside 

» Surrentum, Agrippa, for his base disposition and fell 

Moreover he tooke much more patiently the death, 

I the reprochfull misdemeanours of his children. For, 

:he infortunitie of Caius and Lucius he was not extreamely 

inaied and cast downe: mary, of his daughter and her 

Wd pranckes, he gave notice in his absence to the Senate, 

I that in writing, which his Questor'= red openly before 

: and for very shame he absented himselfe a long time 

I avoyded the company of men : yea, and that which more 

K>nce he was of mind to put her to death. And verely, 

;, about the same time a freed woman of his named 

tebe, one of them that were privie to her naugtitines, 

n neck in a halter, and so ended her daycs, he 

■ it out, that he wisht with all his heart he had beene 

tebes father*. Confined thus when she was, he debarred 

I wholly the use of wine, and all manner of delicate trim- 

ta. of bb Nephewes. ' These Acles were called Lcg^s Cuiiaticz made 

— '"menl of all the Curia:, in nombct 30, into which Romulus divided 

These Inwes Sexl. Papyrius collected into one Buolte, and called 

u (ivii€ Fafyrianuni. ' Serdultim, olheta read Slolidum, and 

t. Sottish 3,aA rude. ' Oi that lus duugbter had betne Pbcebe. 
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OCTAVTUS ming and decking her bociic 
. S^'^ any man. one or other, bond ' 



neither would he pennitte 
free, to have accesse unto 
her without his privitio and leave asked : nor unlesse he 
might be certified before, of what age, of what stature aod 
colour hee was, yea aiid what markes and skars he caried 
about him •■. After 5 yeares ende, he remooved her out trf 
the Hand • into the Continent where shee abode at more 
libertie somewhat, and not so streightly looked unto : for, 
to call her home againe once for all, he could by no nieanes 
bee intreated : as who, many a time when the people of 
Rome besought him earnestly and were very instant with 
him in her behalfe, openly before a frequent assembly of 
them cursed such daughters and such wives : saying, ' God 
blesse yee al from the like.' The infant that his niece Julia 
bore after she was condemned, hee forbad expresscly to take 
knowledge of, and to give it the rearing. As touching hie 
nephew Agrippa, seeing him to proove nothing more tract- 
able, but ratlier braine sicke every day more than other, he 
transported him (from Surrentum) into an Hand and enclosed 
him there besides with a guard of soldiers. He provided 
also by an Act of the Senate, that in the same place he 
should be kept for ever. And so often, as there was any 
mention made either of him or his ij. Julie', he used to fetcn 
a sigh and gronc againe, and with all to breake out into this 
speech, 

aiff o()ii\ov fflyoftof r'liiivai, ayoyot' dnAfBai. 



Would God I never hod wedded liride 
Or else without any chiide bsd died°. 



m 



J 



Friendship with any person at he did not easily intei . 
so he maintained and kept the same most constantly: 
not honoring only the vertues and deserts of every man 
according to their worth, but enduring also their vices and 
deliquences at least wise if they exceeded not: for out of al 
that number of his dependants ther wii hardly be any found, 
during his frendship to have bin plunged in advemty and 
' Pondataria. Tacit, lib. i. ' Daughter and 



718. 
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srby overthrown : except Salvidienus Rufus whom he had OCTAV 
fore advanced to the dignitic of Consul ; and Cornelius ^'^^^^Slj 
romoted by him to the provostship of -Egypt, raised AUGUSTf™ 
09 the vcric dunghill. The one of these for practising 
Bitiously an alteration in the state : aiid the other for his 
':haDkeful and malitious niind he forbad his house and all 
I provinces. But as for Gallua, when as both by the 
naces of his accusers, and also by the rigorous Acts of the 
pate passed against him, he was driven to shorten his 
hie life : Augustus commended verely their kind harts to 
1 for being so wroth and grieving so murli in his hehalfe : 
trbeit for Gallus sake ho wei>t, and complained of his owne 
1 fortune, in that he atone might not he angrie, with his 
tends, within that measure ai he would himselfe : all the 
rest of his favorites flowrishcd in power and welth to their 
live* end, as chiefe persons every one in their ranke : notwith- 
standing some discontentment and mislikes came between. 
For otherwhiles, hee found n want in M. Agrippa of patience, 
and in Maecenas of Taciturnitie and secrecie; when as the 
one ' upon a light suspicion of his cold love, and affection *, 
with a jelousie besides, that Marcellus should be preferred 
before him left all and went to Mitylena; : the other' unto 
his wife Terentia revealed a secret '', as touching the detection 
of Murentes conspiracie. Himselfe also required semblably 
mutual benevolence of his friends, as wel dead as living. 
For although he was none of these that lie in the winde to 
mung and catch at Inheritances, as who could never abide to 
rcape any commoditie by the last will and testament of an 
unknown person ; yet weighed he most strictly and precisely 
the supreme * judgments and testimonies of his friends con- 
cerning him, delivered at their deaths : as on who dissimuled 
neither his grief in case a man respected him slightly and 
without honorable teannes; nor his joy, if he rememhred 
him thankfully and with kindnes. As touching either 
legacies or parts of heritages, as also portions left unto him 
by any parents whatsoever, his manner was cither out of 
hand to part with the same unto their children, or if they 
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F OCTAVIUS were in tlieir minority, to restore all unto them witli the 
C^SAR increase, upon the day that they put on their virile gowno, 
AUGUSTUS Qp gi^ whereon they maried. 

67 

A patron he was (to his freedmen) and a Maist (to his 
bondservants) no lesse severe, than gratious and gentle: 
many of his enfranchised men he highly honoured and 
imployed especially: by name, Licinius Enceladus, with 
others. His servant Cosmus, who thought and spake most 
hardly of him, he proceeded to chastice no farther, than wiBi 
hanging a paire of fetters at his heeles : as for Diomedes 
his Steward, who walking together with him, by occasion tf 
a wild Bore ruiuiing full upon them, for very feare put hie 
Maiat. between liimselfe and the Beast, hee imputed unto 
him rather timiditie, then any fault else: and although 
it were a matter of noe small perill, yet because there mt 
noe prepensed mallice, hee turned all into a jest. Cai- 
trariwise, the selfc same man, forced to death ProciUuB a 
freed man of liis and whome hee set greatest store by, because 
hee was detested for abusing mens wives. Gallus ^ his scribe*, 
had received 500 deniers for making on privie unto a letter 
of his hands : but he caused his legges to be broken for hit 
labour. The pcedagogue and other servttours attendant 
uppon Caius his sonne, who taking the vantage of his sicke- 
nesse and death bare themselves proudly and insolently in 
his province^ and therein committed many outrages, he 
caused to be throwne headlong into a Kiver, with heavie 
weights about their neckes. 

68 

In the Prime and flower of his youth he incurred sundrie 
waies the infamous note of a vicious and wanton life. 
Sext. Pompcius railed uppon liim as an effeminate person. 
M. Antonius laycd to his charge, that he earned his unkles 
adoption, by suff'ring the filthy abuse of his bodie. Semblably, 
Lucius brother to the said Marcus enveied against him, oa 
if he had abandoned and prostituted his youth (deflowied 
' Oi ThoUus. ' Gierke ot seci 

138 
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1 tasted first by Cxsar) unto A. Hirtius also in Spainc OCTAVIDi 
[ 300000 sesterces : and that hee was wont to sindge his ''^^^^J 
tees with red hotte Walnutshels \ to the end the haire AUGDSTP" 
ght come up softer: the verie people also in generall 
je time on a day of their Solemne Stage playes, both 
kstrued to his reproach, and also with exceeding great 
^lause verified of him a verse pronounced uppon the 
Bge, as toticliing a priest of (Cybele) mother of the Gods 
laying upon a Timbrell : 

Vide^ne? Ciwcdxia orbem digito temperal'. 



[_ That he was a common adulterer his verie friends did not 
Biie : but they excuse him for sooth : saying, That he did 
Jnot upon filtliy lust, but for good reason and in pollicy : 
I the end ho might more easily search out the plots and 
Metises of his adversaries, by the meanes of women and 
bes, it skilled not whose. M. Antonius objected against 
■^ , besides his over hastie manage with Ltvia^, that he 
bed a certaine Noble dame, the wife of one who had beene 
Insul, forth of a dining parlour, even before her liusbands 
'e, into his own bed cliamber, and brought her thither 
ske again to make an end of the bancjuet with her haire 
I ruffled, even while her eares were yet glowing red : also 
ht he put away Scrilxjnia^, because she was too ptaine and 
ind with him, upon griefe she tooke, that a Concubine 

s so great and might do so much with him : as also that 

there were bargaines and matches sought out for him by his 
friends, upon liking: who stucke not to view and peruse 
both wives, and young maidens of ripe yeares, all naked, as 
ifToravius the baud were a selling of them. Moreover he 
writcth thus much to himself, after a familiar sort, as yet 
!>eing not fallen out flatly with him, nor a professed enemy : 
■ What hath changed and altered you ? Is it because I lie 
with a Queene, she is my wife ? And is this the first time ? 
Did I not so 9 yeares since? Alas good sir, you that wold 

' A kind of Psilotbtum. * Wbome hcc could not forbcaic, but mary 
Lirbcn she was gcot with childc. * His owne wife. 
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I OCTAVIUS have me company with Octavia my wife onely, tell me t 
I C^SAB know you for your part none otner women but Driunllsf ■ 
f AU(jUSTiJ3 (Jq jq. gQ jjj^y yQ^ j^gpg ^g|j jyjj (mvc YouT health, as when 
you shall road this letter, you be not redy to dealc carnally 
with TertuUft^ or Torentilla, or Rutilla, or Salvia lltiscenia, 
or with all of them. And thinke you it skilleth not, where 
and whom you lust after and meddle with ?' 

70 
Moreover, much taike there was abroad, of a certcune 
supper of his more secret, yis then the rest, and which was 
commonly called Dodecat/teas " : at which, that their sat 
guests in habit of Gods and goddesses, and himselfe among 
them adorned insteed of Apollo : not onely the letters of 
Antonie, who rehearsed most bitterly the names of every one 
do lay in his reproach, but also these verses without an 
author so vulgarly knowne and rife in cveric mans mouth : 

Cum primum Utorum eonduail mewia Choragum, 

Sexque Deot vidit Maliia, texifuf Beat : 
Impia diim Phmbi Canar mnnifacia /urft( ; 

Ihaa funvi Dtforuni arruit aduJteria : 
Omnia se a lerris tunc numina deelinartiaL 

Fugit et auraioi lupiter ipse tkronos : 

When first the table of these (g;ueat8) hired one the dauiu 

And mallU^'^ six Goddesses and OdiIb as many si 
\Philes C»sar Phrebus tonter/aites profanely^, and in stead 

Of supper, new adoltries makes ° of Gods against nit Inw ; 
All the heavenly powers then, from the earth their eies 
turned away. 

And Jupiter himselfe ' would uot lu gilt Shriues * longer stsy. 

The rumor of this supper was increased by the exceeding 
dearth and famine at that time in Rome : and the very next 
morrow, there was set up this cry and note within the 
Cittie, That the Gods had eaten up all the Come : and 

' Tcrlia, Teienlia, Rufa; na lovers use to name [heir sweete Kcaits. 
• CkoragHin, Choregan, or one lo provide Uie fmniturc of Ihe feisis. * Some 
U.ke this to be the name of one of the 6 goddesses gucEts : or rather some 
dame that could skill in bringing snch together. * Tkronos, aiitr*^ 
beds, or Tkelos, Scutcheons in Architecture. 
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|Kt C'ffisar was become Apollo in deede ', but yet Apollo OCTAV 
Je tortor*: under which surname that God was worshipped .,*;'^?'^5J 
lone place of the Cittie. Furthermore, taxed hee was for 
f greedie grasping after pretious house furniture and costly 
Irinthian Vessels : as also for giving himselfe much to dice 
For, as in time of the proscription, there was written 
r his statue : 

Pater Argtnlariua, Ego Corint/iiariui. 
Hy father vos a Bankiug-monie chotiger, 
Aud 1 nm now R Corinth- Vessell-muager. 
I Because it was thought he procured some to be put into 
B bill of those that were proscribed, even for the love of 
eir Corinthiau-Vosselles i so afterwanles, during the Sicilian 
, this Epigrame of him went currant abroad: 
Ponlquam liin claste triclia navfs perdidit ; 
AHquando ul vincat, iudit astidue aleam. 
Since time he lost hia ships at Sen In fight ilefaited twice ; 
Tlint win he may sometime, ho playes cuutinualJy at dice. 

71 
k Of these criminous imputations or malicious slanders (I 
W not whether) the infamie of his unnaturall uneleannesse 
fe checked and confuted most easily by his chast life both at 
le present and afterward. Somblably the invidious opinion 
phis excessive, and sumpteous furniture: considering, that 
5ien he had by force won Alexandria, he retained for him- 
rffc out of al the kings houahold stufFe and rich Imple- 

Knts, no more but on cup of the pretious stone Myrrha*: 

and soonc after, all the brasen vessels which were of most 

use, hee melted everie one. Mary for fleshly lust otherwise 

II and wantonnes with women he went not cleere, but was 

iL^Motted therwith. For afterwards, also as the report goes, 

^Bhfgavehimselfeovermuch to thcdeflowring of young maides 

^^Bhome his wife sought out for him from all places. As 

^|u- the rumour that ran of his diceplaying he bashed no 

whit thereat : and he played simply without Art and openly 

for his disport, even when he was well striken in yeares : and 

besides the moneth December ', upon other play dayes also, 

fc ' Not counleilaiteas at (he supper ovei night. ' Ot Muiiha. The Cassidooie. 
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yea and worke daiirs too. Neither is there any < 
made thereof. Fur in a cei-taioe Epistle writi 
owne hand : ' I supped,' quoth hee, ' my Tiberius wi 
same men : there catne moreover to beare us compani 
guests, Vinicius, and Sahius the fatlier. In supper 
we played like olde men % both yesterday and to day 
when the dice^ were cast '' looke who tnrewe the di 
Canis or Senio, for cvcrie die he staked and laved ' 
stocke a denier : which he tooke up and swooped all i 
whose lucke it was to throw Venus.' Againe in m 
letter, 'We lived full mcrily, my Tiberius, during thi 
Quinquatria'' : for, wee played everie day : we haunted 
and neat the dicing house. Your brother* did his 
with many great shouts and outcries : howbeit, in the 
he lost not much : but after his great losses gathered 
his crummes pretily well by little and little, beyond his 
and exspectation, I for iny part, lost SOOOO Sesterc 
mine owne name : but it was when I had beene over lil 
in my gaming, as commonly my manner is. Fur, if ] 
called for those loosing-hands which I forgave my f 
gamesters, or kept but that which I gave cieane aw; 
had wonne as good as 50000 cleere. But I choose n 
thus to <loc. For my bountie exalteth nie unto cbbI( 
glory,' Unto his daughter thus he writeth, ' I have sent : 
you 250 deuiers; just so many as I had given to my p 
a peece, if they would have played togither in supper t 
cither at cockcall, or at even and odde.' For the rest oi 
life, certaine it is, that in everie respect he was most i 
tinent, and without suspitioii of any vice. 

72 
Hee dwelt at first, hard by the Forum of Rome above 
winding staires Anularia?, in an house which had been Cal 
theOratours: afterwards in the mount Falatium : howl; 
in a meane habitation, belonging sometime to Hortensi 
and neither for spacious receite nor stately setting out, a 
trim furniture, conspicuous : as wherein the galleries were I 

' Betweene dishes or courses of seivices. ' For Talanim luais fuit stni 
' Or hones. ' Dmtus Nero. 
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lort, standing uppon pillers made of (soft) Albane stone ; OCTAV; 

hd the Refection Roumes without any marble or beautiful! C,S1SAH;J 

pvements. For tlie space of 40 ycares and more, hee kept AUGUSTT 

1 bedchamber winter and summer : and albeit hee found 

f experience the Cittie not verie holesome in the wiuter 

t his health, yet continually he wintred there: if hee pur- 

psed at any time to do o\ight secretly, and without inter- 

; hee had a speciall roome alone by it selfe aloft which 

e called Syracuse ' ". Hither would hee withdrawe himselfe 

pderlj, or else make a steppe to some Country house neere 

e Cittie, of one of his Libertines. Was hee sicke at any 

Then hee used to lie in Mscenas his house. Of all 

S retyring places of pleasure, hee frequented these especi- 

[y, that stood along the Maritime tract, and the Isles of 

mpania; or else the towues nere adjoyuiug to the Cittie 

of Rome, to wit, Lanuvium, Prieneste and Tibur : where also 

within the Porches of Hercules Temple, he sat verie often to 

minister justice. Large palaces and full of curious workes 

hee misliKed r and verily, those that were sumpteously built 

he rased downe to the verie ground : his ovrne as little as 

they were, he adometl and IreautiKed not so much with trim 

tatues and gay painted Tables, as with open walks*, pleasant 

■roves ', and such things, as for their antiquitie and rare- 

f were notable : of which sort were at Caprece the huge 

pembers of monstrous fishes * and wilde beasts : the bones 

lat are saide to bee of Gyants, and the armour of the denii- 

'k and worthies in olde time. 

73 
I How slenderly provided he was of houshold stuffe and 
liture otherwise appeareth by his dining pallets and 
bibles yet remaining: the most part whereof be scarce 
answerable to the elegancie of a meere private person. 
Neither slept he by mens saying otherwise than upon a low- 
bed ', and the same but meanely spread and laid with Cover- 
lets. He wore not lightly any apparell but of huswifes 

' Or Technophyon. ' Xyslis, admiUinE the winter sunne. ■ For 
■tukdc in Summer. ' BcUuantm, as whales, whirpoolcs, etc. ' Not mfsed 
ttjipe and swelling high with downe. 
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TAVIUS cloth, made within house ; by his wife, his sister, 
,; CSSAR daughter and neipces. His gownes were neither streigd 
and skant, nor yet wide and large. Ilis Senatours robe 
neither with overbroad studs of purple guarded, nor with 
narrow. His shoos underlaide sooiewhat with the highest, 
that bee might seeme taller than bee was. As for the 
raiment which bee used abroade, and his sbooes, hee had 
them at all ttmes laycd readie within bis Bedchamber, 
against all suddaine occurreiits and unlookcd for occasi^^ 
whatsoever. 



r occasi^^^l 

settaU^H 

ined any^^l 



He feasted daily ; and never otherwise than at a set b 
not without great respect and cboise of degrees and i 
Valerius Mcssaila writoth, that hee never intertained any 4 
his libertines at supper except Meanus, and him naturalized 
first % even after the betraying of Sex. I'ompciusfleete; him- 
selfe writeth, that he invited one, in whose ferroe hee would 
make his abode, and who in times past had beene a Spie ^ * of 
his. Hee came to the bourde himselfc when he made a feast, 
sometimes very late, and otberwhiles left the same as soone : 
and then his guests would both fall to their suppers before 
he sat downe, and also continued sitting still after hee was 
gone. The suppers hee made consisted ordinarily of three 
dishes of meate* and when hee would fare most highly of 6 
at the most ; and as he entertained his guests in no exceed- 
ing sumpteous manner, so he welcomed them with all the 
kindnesse and curtesie that might be. For he would pro- 
voke tbem, if they cither sat silent or spake softly to the 
fellowshippe of discourse and talke t yea and interpose 
cither Acroames^ and players or else Triviall fellowes " out 
of the Cirque, but most commonly these discoursing poore 
threedbare Phylosophcra ^ 

' Cana retta, or redo, absolulely, in difference of sparluta. ' Restored 
to his blood nod created a gentle man, for be was DohoIhs aurtu amutlis ul 
in/ir ingenues habereltir. Dion. ' Sfeitilator, or a squire of his bodic 
* TUbui ferrulis, not such as ours be : but framed in manner of Tropees, with 
devises that some meates might lye flat, oiher? hang thereupon. ' As 
minstrels, Musitians, QuiriEtccs, etc. ' As fortune lelleis, juglera, Buflbni| 
etc. ' Arclalagoi. 
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Festivall and solemne daies lie celebrated sometimes with "^"'J^^ 
immeasurable expenses, otherwbiles with mirth and sport 
onely : as the Salumaiia, aud at other times when it pleased 
him, hee used to send abroade as his gifts, onewhile apparaile, 
golde and silver: otherwhile mony of all stampes, even olde 
jKreces currant in the Kings dayes,and strange coynes; some- 
time nothing but haire clothes, spungcs, cole rakes ', cizars' 
and such hke stuffe, under obscure and doubtfull titles 
symbolizing somewhat else. Hce was wont also to offer sale, 
by marling in the time of a banquet to his gucates, of such 
thinges, as were in price most unequall \ yea and to tender 
blinde bargaines unto them also of painted Tables, with the 
wronge side outwarde, and so by uncertaine vcnturinge uppon 
their happe, either to frustrate and disappoint, or fully to 
satisfie the hope of the Chapmen : yet so, as the cheapninge 
of the thinge should alwayes passe through everie bourde, 
and the losse or gaine growe to them all as common. 

76 
As touching diet (for I may not over passe so much as 
this) bee was a man of verie little meate, and feedinge for 
the most part groBse. Secondebreade* and small fishes: cheese 
made of cowes milke and the same pressed with the hand \ 
and greenc figges especially of that kinde which beare twice 
a yeere, his appetite served imto. His manner was to eate 
even just before supper, when and wheresoever his stomacke 
called for foode. His very wordes out of his owne Epistles 
ohewe no lesse, whith are these : ' Whiles wee were in a 
British Waggon ', wee tasted of bread and Dates.' Againe, 
'As I returned homeward in my Licter from the Palace, I eate 
an ounce weight of bread with a fewe hard coated Grapes ^.' 
And once more, ' The vcnr Jewe, my Tiberius, observetn not 
his Fast upon the Sabbath ' so precisely, as I have this day : 

' Or fire toilts. ' Ot snippers. ' A kindc of Lollerie. * Ot cheat. 
• Much like An^lols, manu fircsmm, mane press«m, >'. Greene cheese new 
made. • Or Gennain, esiaia. For they weie used in both countries in- 
differently. ' Vzn'i dwadnii, or, with bkid kernels. 
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I 0CTAVIU8 who in tht baines, not before the first houre of the n ^ 
I CjESAR past, chewed ' two morsels of bread, even before I began t* 
J AUGUSTUS ^ anointed; Upon this retchlesse neglect of diet ', he used 
divers times to take his supper alone, either before his other 
guests were set and fell to meate, or else after all was tokea 
away, and they risen : whereas, at a full bourd he would not 
touch a bit. 

77 
Hee was by nature also a very small drinker of wine. 
Cornelius Nepos reporteth of him, that his usuall roanner 
was during tne time hee lay encamped before Mutina to 
dnnke at a supper not above thrice. Afterwards, whenso- 
ever hee drank e most liberally hee passed not sixe Sextants*; 
or if hee went beyond, he cast it up againe. Hee delighted 
most in Rhetian wine ; and seldome dranke hee in the day 
time '. In steede of drinke liee tooke a sop of bread soaked 
in colde water ; or a peece of Coucomber, or a young lectuce 
head, or else some new gathered apple, sharpe and tart', 
standing much upon a winish liquour within it. 

78 
After his noones repast hee used to take his repose, and 
to aleepe a while, in his cloathes as he was, with bis shoocs 
on", stretching out his fcete'', and holding his hand before 
his eyes. After supper hee retired himselfe into a little 
Closet or Studie'. And there continued hee by a candle 
farre in the night, even untill he had dispatched Uie rest of 
that dales businesse, cither all or the most part. From 
thence, he went directly to his bed : where, hee slept at the 
most not above seaven hoiires : and those verily not together 
but so, as in that space of time hee would awake three or 
foure times.- and if hee could not recover his sleepe thus 
broken and interrupted (as it happened otherwhiles), hee 

• Or, did ettle. ' Ex hoc in ebservantia, vel, ex hoc ohscrvaniia : upon tU» 
due observing of his, to ente when his stomack called for it, and not elt 
■ 6 measures, containing either 2 ounces a peece, or two cyathes, i, 3 ouncw. 
In all, at the most not above a good pint, or a small wine quart, called 
Sextarius, consisting of 18 ounces. * iHUrdia, as wc say, betwixt m '" 
• An'dum, or aridum, 1. drieJ, but yet of 3, winish last 
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mid send for some to reade or tell tales': and by their OCTAVIOal 

sues catch a slcepe againe, and drawe the same out often ..^/^^i^l 

Iter day-breake. Neither would he ever lie awake without ■ 

e sitting by his beds side. Much offended bee was with 

t of sleepe (or waking) early in a morning ; and if bee 

! to bee awakened sooner than ordinarie, either about 

B worldly affaires of his friends, or service of the Gods, 

.use hee would not prejudice thereby his owne good or 

ilth, hee used to stay in some of his familiar friends 

per roomes and loft, next to the place where his occasions 

n. And even so, many a time for wont of sleepe, both as 

I was caried through the streetes, and also when his licter 

■ set downc, hee would betweeue whiles take a nap and 

le stay. 



I Hee was of an excellent presence and personage, and the 

me throughout all the degrees of his age most lovely and 

iable ; negligent though liee were in alT manner of piked- 

se, for combing and trimming of his head so carelesse, as 

Mt he would use at once many Barbers, such as came next 

pd, it skilled not whom : and one while hee clipped, another 

lile hee shaveii his beard ; and yet at the very same time, 

I either read, or else wrote somewhat. His visage and 

nntenance, whether he spake or held his peace, was so 

mild, so pleasant and lightsome, that one of the Nobles and 

Potentates of Gaule, confessed unto his Country-men, he 

was thereby onely staled and reclaimed, that he did not 

approach ncerc unto him, under colour of conference as hee 

passed over the Alpes, and so shove him downe from a 

fiteepe crogge to breake his necke, as his full intent was. 

Hee had a paire of cleere and shining eyes : wherein also, (as 

hee would nave made men beleeve) was seated a kinde of 

Divine vigour : and hee joyed much, if a man looking wistly 

upon him helde downe his face, as it were against the bright- 

nesse of the Sunne. But in his olde age he saw not very 

well with the left eye. His teeth grewe thinne in his head, 

and the same were small and ragged : the haire of his head 

' Or, to hold him with Uike. 

147 



I OCTAVIUS 

CiESAR 
■ AUGUSTUS 




THE HISTORIE OF 

was somewhat curled and turning downeward ; and i 

of a light yellowe colour. His eye-browes met together : lot 
eares were of a meanc hignesse : his nose both in the upper 
part', bearing out round, and also beneath so mev hat with 
the longest ^ Of colour and complexion, hee was betweene 
a browne and faire white '. His stature but short : (and yet 
Julius Marathus his freedman writeth in the Historic of ais 
life, that bee was five foote and nine inches high '), But as 
lowe as the same was, the proportionable making and feature 
of his limmes hid it so, as it might not be perceived, unlesw 
he were compared with some taller person than himselfe 
standing by. 

80 
His body, by report, was full of spottes : having upon the 
brest and bellie naturall markes which hee brought with him 
into the worlde; dispersed, for the manner, order, and Dum- 
ber, like unto the starres of the celestiall beare*; as also 
certaine hard risings of thicke brawnie skinne, occasioned in 
divers places by the ytching of his bodie, and the continual! 
and forcible use of the Strigil ^ in the Baines : which callo- 
sities resembled a Ringworme". In his left hucklebone', 
thigh and legge, hee was not very sound : in so much, as many 
times for griefc thereof he halted on that side : but by a 
remedic that he had of Sand and Reedes ", he found ease and 
went upright againe. Also, the fore-finger of his right hand 
hee perceived otherwhiles to be so weakc, that being bc- 
nummed and shrunke by a crampe upon some colde, he 
could hardly set it to any writing, with the helpe of an 
hoope and finger-stall of home. Hee complained also of 
the griefe in bis bladder '', but voiding at length little gravell- 
stones by urine, he was eased of that peine. 

81 
All his life time hee tasted of certaine grievous and 

' Toward his forehead. ' Deducliart, or as some expound it, sharp uid 
thin, Lepton. " Inter aquilum landidumqiit, somewhat tanned and lunne. 
burnt, 05 Casaubon scemeth lo interpret it. * Charlcnisiiie hii « ' 

' Much like a curry comb. 

148 





CiESARS 

daungerous sicknesses, but especiallie af^er the subduing of 0CTAV1D8 j 
Caittabria : what time, by reason of liis liver diseased and ,,9;Sfi5',-il 
corruptedbyDestillationsSheewasdriventosomeextremitie: AUGtJSTUa.J 
and thereby of necessitie entred into a contrarie and desper- 
ate course of Phyaicke'; for, seeing that bote fomentations 
did him no good, forced hee was Ijy the direction and couDsell 
of ADtonius Muta his Physitian, to be cured by colde. He 
had the experience also of^some maladies which came yeerely'' 
and kept their course at a certaine time. For about his 
birth-day ', most commonly he was sickish and had a faint- 
nesse upon him : likewise in the beginning of the Spring'', 
much troubled hee was with the inflation of the midriffc 
and hypochondriall parts*: and whensoever the windc was 
southerly, with the murr and the pose. By occasion whereof, 
his body beeing so shaken and crasie, hee could not well 
endure either colde or heat. 



In winter time clad he went against the colde with foure 
coates, together with a good thicke gowne, and his AVast- 
coate or Peticoate bodie of woollen ; well lapped also about 
the thighes and legges ', During Sommer he lay with his 
bed chamber dores open, and oftentimes within a ctoisture 
supported with pillers, having water walming out of a 
spring '', or running from a spout in a Conduit ; or else some 
one to make winde hard by him*. Hee could not away so 
much as with the Winter sunne shine : and therefore even 
at home hee never walked up and downe in the aire without 
a broad brimd Hat* upon his head. He travailed inalicter, 
and never lightly but in the night. The journeyes that he 
made were soft and small : so as if hee went n'om Rome 
but to Tibur or Preneste, he would make two daies of it. 
Could hee reach to any place by sea : hee chose rather to 
saile thither, than goe by land ''. Hut as great infirmities as 
he was subject unto, hee maintained and defended his body 

• DtsliUationibui jminort viliafo. Whal if we thus point mid read ? 
DtiliUationiitu, jodnore viiialo: to this scnce, Thai he was oiueh subject 
to thewmes, by occasion thai his liver was diseased, lo wit, obslnicled oi 
I (topped. * Undei the short riba. ' Oi Bond-grace. 
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EoCTAVIUS with as much care and regard of liimselfe : but principally 
J C^SAR by seldome bathing ' " : for, anointed hee was very often 
■.AUGUSTUS j^nj uggj (.Q sweate before a light fire: and tlien upon it 
to be dowssed in water luke-warme, or else heated with long 
standing in the Sunne. And £0 often as he was to use tbe 
Sea waters hote, or those of Albula^ for the strengthening 
of his sinewes, hee contented himselfe with this: namely to 
sit in a wooden bathing Tub, whicli himselfe by a Spanish 
name called Ditreta ', and therein to shake up and downc his 
hands and feet one after another, by tumes. 

83 
The exercises in (Mars) field of riding on horse-backe and 
bearing armes, he laid aside iminediatly after the civile 
warres, and tooke himselfe, first, to the little tennis-ball ', 
and the hand-boll blowne with winded Soone after, he used 
onely to bee caried^ and to waike, but so as that in the end 
of every walkc he would take his runne by jurapcs, lapped 
and wrapped within a light garment called Sestertius* or a 
thiune vaile and sheete of linnen ". For his recreation and 
pastime, his manner was sometime to angle or fish with Um 
hooke, otiierwhilea to play with cockall bones ^, or trundling 
round pellets", or else with nuttes even among little boyes; 
whom hee would lay for, and seeke out from all parts, if 
they were of an amiable countenance and could prattle 
pretily with a lovely grace ^, but principally those of the 
Moores and Syrians kind. As for Dwarfes, crooked and 
mishapcn Elves and all of that sort, he could not abid* 
such, as being the very mockeries of natures work, a 
unlucky presage. 

Eloquence, and other tiberall professions he exercised front 
his very childhood right willingly, and therein tooke exceed- 

' In hot waters. ' Which nalDially were hot standing upon a vdne 
of brimslDnc. ' Either on horsobackc, or in a licter. * Two toole 

and a halfe square. ' These the Romaincs called Dtlicias sunt, Oteit 
playfeies and deaiHnga in an honest sence : not sacb as the Greeks ia <a 

uncleane signilicitioa, named Paidita, wanton baggages, CaLamites. 
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ing great paines. During the waire at Mutina, notwith- 0CTAVIU8J 

standing that huge lieape of afiaires and occurrents, (by C^SAK ■ 

report) he read, he wrote, hee declaimed every day. For AUGUSTUal 

afterwards, neither in the Senate-house, nor Ijefore the 

people, ne yet to his souldiours made he ever speech, but 

it was premeditate and composed before : albeit hee wanted 

not the gift to speake of a sodaine and extempore. Now, 

for feare least his memoric at any time should faile him, 

least also he might spend too much time in learning by 

rote, hee began to reade and rehearse all out of his written 

copie. His very speeches also with folke by themselves, even 

with Livia his wife about any grave and serious matters were 

never but penned and put downc in writing: out of which 

hee would rehearse the same, that hee might not speake 

otherwise ex tempore or more or lesse than was meetc. His 

pronunciation and utterance was sweete, carying with it a 

peculiar and proj>er sound of his owne: and continually he 

used the heipe of a Phonascus to moderate his voice : but 

sometimes when his throatc was weakened ', he delivered his 

orations to the people, by the mouth of a Crier. 

^ 85 

^h Many compositions lie made in prose, of sundry argu- 
^Bments. Of which he would reade some in a meeting of his 
^^BiniUars, as it were in an Auditorie: as namely a Kejoin- 
^^Br, called Rescripia, unto Brutus, against Cato ^, Which 
^^Hlumes, when for the most part, hee had rehearsed, being 
^^^w well stricken in yeeres and growing wearie, hee made 
B over to Tiberius for to be reade througn. In like manner 
hee wrote certainc Exhortations unto I'hiiosopliie, and some- 
what of his owne life : which hee declared in thirtie bookes % 
even unto the Cantabrian warre, and no farther. As for 
Poetrie hoe dealt in it but superficially. One Treatise there 
is extant written by him in Hexametre verses, the argument 
whereof, is Sidlie, and so it is entituled. There is another 
booke also, as little as it, Of Emsrammea : which for the 
most part hee studied upon ana devised whiles hee was in 

' When he was hoarse, by reason of rhewme. ' UUinni!. ' xxx. 
Lihrit, or lalhei liii. accoiding [o Suidas, and all old Copies. 
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OCTAVIUS the Baines. For, liaving in a great and ardent heat b^un 
C^SAR a IVagiedie', when he saw his stile would not frame thereto 

AUGUSTUS ^jjj speeJe no better, he defaced and wiped it quite out 
And when some of his friends asked him. How Ajax did } 
he answered, tlmt his Ajaj: was fallen upon a Spunge". 



The Eloquence that he followed was of an Elegant and 
temperate kind : wherein he avoided unapt and unfit Sen- 
tences, as also the stinking savours, as himsolfc saith, of 
darke and obscure words : but tooke espedall care how to 
expresse his minde and meaning most plainely and evidently. 
For the better effecting whereof, and because hee would not 
in any place trouble and stay reader or hearer, hee studce 
not either to put Prepositions unto Verbes, or to iterate 
Conjunctions very oft : which being taken away breed some 
obscurity, although they yeeld a greater grace. As for those 
that aflect new-made words ', such also as use old termes past 
date, hee loathed and rejected alike, as faulty? both the sorts 
of them in a, contrary kinde. Those he snooke up diven 
times, but especially hts friend Maecenas, whose Murobrechdi 
dnc'mnoH^^, for these were his termes, he evermore cuneth 
and taxeth, yea and byway of imitation" merrily scoffeth at 
Neither spared he so much as Tiberius for hunting other- 
whiles after old words out of use, and such [as] be obscun 
and hardly understood. As for Marcus Antonius he ratetil 
him as if he were frantick, for writing that which men 
may rather wonder at, than understand. And proceeding 
to mocke his lewd and unconstant humour in choosing a 
kinde of eloquence by himselfe, he added thus much more- 
over, 'And are you in doubt to imitate Cimber Anniiu 
and Veranins Flaccus^, so that you might use the wordcs 
which Crispus Salustius gatherea out of Catoes Original*? 
or rather transfer the rolling tongue of Asiatick Oratoure, 

' Called jijai. ' Was wiped away ot blolled out with a sponge : allod* 
ing to Ajax thai fell upon his own, sword : wheicof Sophocles made ■ 
Ttafitedie cnlituled Ajax. ' Curled lokes or feakes, glib and dropping 
nsEunewith sweet baluies. ' CensoHux, who wrote a bmike of Antiquities 
50 called. 
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III of vaine words, and void of pithy sentences into our OCTAVIDS 
nguage and maDner of speech ? ' And in a certaine Epistle, C^SAR 
■isiiig the ready wit of Agrippina his owne niece ', ' But AUGUSTUS 
M have neede,' tiuoth hee, 'to endevour that neither in 
biting nor in speAing, you be troublesome and odious.' 

87 
his doily and ordinary talke certaine phrases hee had 
ich hee used very often and significantly : as the letters of 
owne hand writing doe evidently shew : in which, ever 
anon, when hee meant some that would never pay their 
ts, he said, 'Tbey would pay ad Caloidas Gracas^.'' 
id when he exhorted men to bcare patiently the present 
what ever it was, ' Let us content ourselves,' quoth 
with this Cato^.' To expresse the speedy expedition of 
ling done hastily, ' Quicker,'' would he say, '• than Sparages 
be sodden." Hee putteth also continually for Sliiitii^*, 
:eolus^: for PiiMtt-f", PuUeiaceua: and for Ctritus, Vacer- 
and in steede of Male se habere, Vajnde se habere: 
and for Ijinffuere, Bet'izare, which commonly we meane by 
Lachanizure^. Semblably, for aimiia, sumvs ; and domos, in 
the genetive case singular for domns. And never used hee 
tbeae two words otherwise, that no man should thinke it was 
a fault rather than a cuatome. Thus much also have I 
observed, especially in his manuscripts, that he never eutteth 
a word in sunder ; nor in the end of any rewes ^ transferreth 
the overplus of letters unto those next following, but pre- 
sently putteth them downe even there underneath, and 
"" !oseth them {within a compasse line). 






88 



_ Orthographie, that is to say, the forme and precise rule 
aS writing set down by Grammarians, he did not so much 

' By his daughter Julia, and M. Agrippa the mother of Caligula. ' At ihc 
Creek Calends, j. at latter Lammas, for the Uioelis had no Calcndl, no more 
Ihan Ihe Lalines A'ikwkiu.u, i. ncwe mooncs to begin iheir monelhs witli. And 
yet Ihe word seemelh to be derived of /Mo in Greekc. * Read Mocrob, 
Satumai. z. * i. A Toole. ' K<ff Blileelus a blile, vtl BIocbImi, n Blax, 
■Dt'l Baltelus. • Or (or FuMaia, i. Pulesium, Pultiactum. ' Ot Loihaiiii- 



' Or lines. 
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TAVIUS observe : but seemeth to follow their opinion rather, who 
f C^SAR thinke, Men should write according as they speake. For, 
Augustus whereas oftentimes he either exchangeth or leaveth cle&ne 
out, not letters onely but gyllables also, that is a common 
errour among men. Neither would I note tlius much, but 
that it seemeth strange unto mee, whicli some have written 
of him, namely, that he substituted another, in the pUce 
of a Consulare Lieutenant (as one altogether rude and 
unlearned) because hee hod marked in his hand-writing, i» 
for ipsi. And looke how often liiniselfc writeth darklv by 
way of ciphring, hee putteth b for a, c for b, and so fortd 
after the same manner, the letters next following iu steede 
of the former : and for ,c a duple a a. 



Neither verily was he lesse in love with the studie of 
Greeke literature : for, even therein also he highly excelled, 
as having beene brought up and taught under the professed 
Rhetorician Apollodorus of Pergamus. Whom beeing now 
very aged, himselfe as yet but young had forth of Rome 
with him to Apollonia. Afterwards, also when he «as well 
furnished with variety of erudition and learning of Sphierus *, 
he entred into familiar acquaintance with Areua the Philo- 
sopher and his two sonnes, Dionysius and Nicanor : yet so, 
as for all that he neither could speake readily, nor durst 
compose any thing ^. For if occasion required ought, he 
drew it in Latine, and gave it unto another for to be trans- 
lated into Greeke. And, as he was not altogether unskilful! 
in Poemes, so he tooke delight even in the oldc Comoedie" 
also, which he exhibited oftentimes to be acted in publiquc 
solemnities. In reading over and perusing Authors of both 
Languages, hee sought after nothing so much as holsome 
precepts and examples, serving to publique or private use : 
and those, when he had gathered out of them word for word, 
hee sent either to his inward friends and domcsticall Servi- 
tours, or to the Commauuders of armies and Governours of 
Provinces : or else for the most part to the Magistrates of 
the Citie, acconling as any of them needed admonition. 

» In Greeke, 
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Poreover, whole bookes ho both read from one end to the OCTAVn 
9ier unto the Senate, and also published oftentimes to *'^^^J 
►e people bj- proclamation : as namely, tlie Orations of ' 

L Metellus* touching the propagation and multiplying of 

Bildren : those likewise of Rutilius concerning the model 
id forme of buildings ' : thereby the rather to perswade 
|em, That hee was not the first that lookt into both tliese 
jatters, but that their fore-fathers in old time had even then 

■care and regard thereof The fine wits flourishing in his 

Ties he cherished by all meanes possible. Such as rehearsed 
efore htm their Compositions he gave audience unto, 
Burteously and with patience : not onely verses and histories, 
hit orations ^ also and dialogues. Mary, if any thing were 
ritten of himselfe, unlesse it were done with serious gravity 
d by the best, hee tooke offence thereat ; and gave tlie 
stours in charge not to suffer his name to be made vulgar 
Bid stale, in the trivial contentions (of Oratours, Poets, etc.) 
phen they were matched one with another. 

90 
I For Religious scrupulosity and Superstition, thus by 
Bere-say hee stoode aflected. Thunder and Lightning hee 
I much afFraide of : in so much as alwaies and in every 
X, hee caried about him for a preservative remedie a 
alesskinne^: yea, and whensoever he suspected there would 
be any extraordinarie storme or tempest, he would retire 
himseLfe into a dose secret roomc under ground ", and vaulted 
above head : which hee did, because once in times past, he 
had beene frighted with a flash of lightning, crossing him 
in his journey by night ; as we have before related. 

91 
As for dreames, neither his owne, nor other mens of him- 
selfe, he neglected. At the battnile of Philippi, albeit hee 
meant not to step out of his pavilion by reason of sicknesse, 

' As wcl lo cut of Ihe expenses of sumpleous ledifices as to prevent danger 
bf Stiare-liiea. ' Which were not so usunlly ted and rchersed in open 
audience. ' Ot of a sea calfe, «ich us Plinie writelh checkclh alt liglil- 
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OCTAVIDS yet went hee forth, warned so to doe by the drean^ 

CiESAR Physitian '. And it feU out well for him ; consider 

after his Csin))e forced and woon by the eneintest li 

was in that concurse of theirs stabbed through and 

and torne, ait if hee had remained there behind lyix 

Himselfe every spring was wont to sec many visia 

fearefuU, but the same proved vaine illusions aiK 

purpose : at other times of the yeere he dreamed I 

often, but yet to more effect. AVhen as hee orffl 

frequented tne temple dedicated to Jupiter the Thifl 

in the CapitoU, he dreamed that Jupiter Capitolini 

plained, How his worshippers were taken from him p 

and that hee answered, Hee had placed lliundering 

hard by him, in steede of a Porter^: whereuppa 

after hee adorned the Lanteme' of that Temple 

Ringe* of belles, because such commonly do hangea;| 

Gates ^. By occasion of a vision by night, he begged jt 

uppun a certaine day mony of the people*, and held a 

hand hollow ° to those that brought and olTrcd uaU 

brazen Dodkins ^ or mites called Asses. ] 

92 J 

Certaine foretokens and ominous signes he obsera 
unfallible presages, to wit, if in a morning his shoes we| 
one wronge, and namely, the left for the right, he Iij 
unluckie : againe, when hee was to take any long jouna 
land or sea, if it chanced to mizzle of raine, hee tooks 
for a luekie signe betokening a speedte and prosg 
retume. Bat mooved he was especially with uncou^ 
supematurall sights. There happened a date tree to ^ 
forth betweene the very joincts of the stones before hisi 
which he reraooved and transplanted in the inward cou 
his domesticall Gods *; taking great care that it might 
roote and grow there. Hee joied so much in the I 
Caprea?, the boughes of a very old holmetree hangins 
drouping now for age down to the ground, becamej 

' Medici. Some read, amici, i. a friend. ' Dote keeper. 
* Or chime. • To raise the porters. * As b^^rs do, 
worth ob, ij.q. ' Whcrin they stood. 
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sgaine at his comming tKither, that he would needcs make OCTAVIt 
an exchang with the State of Naples, and in lieu of that ..V^fiSil 
Hand gove thcni ^naria. Certaine dayes also hee precisely 
ohserved : as for example : hee would not take a journey 
any whither, the day after tlie Nundtmr " : nor begin any 
serious matter uppon the Nones of a Moneth ; herein verily 
avoyding and eschewing Dought else, as he writeth unto 
Tiberius, but the unluckie ominousncssc • of the name '', 



\ 



Of foraine ceremonies and religions, ns hee entertained 
with all reverence those that were auucient, and whereof liee 
conceived good reason : so hee despised tbe rest. For having 
beene instituted and professed (in the sacred mysteries of 
Ceres) at Athens, when afterwards he sat judicially upon the 
Tribunall at Rome to here and determine a controversie as 
touching the priviledge of Ceres priests in Attica, and per- 
ceived tnat certaine points of great secrccie were proposed 
there to be debated : hee dismissed the assembly and multi- 
tude of people standing all about in the Court, and himselfe 
alone heard them pleiui the cause. But contrariwise, not 
onely when hee roade in visitation all over ^gypt, himselfe 
forbore to tume a little out of his way for to sec Apis', but 
also commended his nephew Caius, because in ryding through 
June, he did not so much as once make supplication* in 
Hierusalem ''. 

94 
And seeing we have proceeded thus farre \ it would not 
be impertinent to annex hereto, what befell unto him before 
hcc was borne ? what happened uppon his verie birth-day ? 
and what presently ensued thereupon P whereby, that future 
greatnes and perpetuall felicity of his, might be hoped for 
and observed. At Velitre, part of the (Towne) wall in 
oMe time had beene blasted by lightening: uppon which 
occasion, answere was given by Oracle, that a Citizen of 
that Towne should one day be ruler of the world. The 
* Or do bis devotioiu. ' In tbe historicall 



ai gieat and worthy a prince. 
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OCTAVIUS Velitrines, in confidence hereof, both then immediatl 
Av^rvTii •^fterwardes also, many a time warred with the pee 
Rome, even wel neere to their own finall ruine and di 
tion. At length (though late it was) by good prooH 
evidences it appeared that the said strange accident 
tended the mightie power of Augustus. Julius Ma 
reporteth, that some sixc moneths Before Augustus Na) 
there happened at Rome a prodigie ptiblike]y ki 
whereby foreshewed and denounced it was, that 
was about to bring forth a King over the people of '. 
at which the Senate beeing ailrighted made an Act, 
no man child that yeere borne should be reared and br 
up. But they whose wives then, were great bellie 
everie one was readie to drawe the hope unto him 
tooke order, that the saide Act of the Senate shol 
be brought into the Cittie Chamber and there eni 
I reade in the bookes of Asclepiades Mendes' ent 
TTieoloffOTimenon *, howe Atia \ being come at midnif 
celebrate the solemne sacrifice and divine service of A 
whilest other dames slept, fell fast asleepe also ; and aodi 
a serpent '' crept close unto her, and soone after went 
from her ; she therewith being awakened purified her ■ 
as she would have done uppon her husbands companie 
her ; and presently there arose to bee scene uppon her ] 
a certaine marke or speckc representing the picture 
serpent, which never after could be gotten out : in so I 
as inmicdiatly thereupon shee forbore the publike baine 
ever : also, how in the x. moneth after, she was deliver 
Augustus : and for this cause he was reputed to be ^ 
Sonne of Apollo. The same Atia, before she was hrouj ' 
bed of him, dreamed that her entrails were heaved i 
stars, and there stretched foorth and spred all over 
passe of earth and heaven. His fatner Octavius lil 
dreamed, that out of the wombe of Atia there arose 
shining beames of the Sun. The very day on which he, 
borne, what time as the conspiracie of Catiline was del ' 
in the Senate house, and Octavius by occasion of his 



' Or Mcndcsius bearing Ihe name oS ihc Cillie Mendes in Mgypl, 
ivine dUcaurtes. ' The mother oS Augustus. 
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Childbirth came verie late thither, well knowne it is and OCTAVIDS 

commonly spoken, that P. Nigidius' imderstandinge the C^SAB 

cause of his stay, so soone as he learned the houre also when ' 

shee was delivered ', gave it out confidently, That there was 

borne the Soveraine Lorde of the Worlae, Afterwardes, 

when Octavius leadingc an Armie through the secret partes 

of Thracia, inquired in the Sacred grove of Libir pater 

(according to the rites and ceremonies of that iBarbaroua 

Heligion), concerning his sonne, the same aunswcre hec 

received from the Priestes there; for, that when the wine 

was powred uppon the Altars, there arose from thence so 

great a shining flame, as surmounted the Lanterne^ of the 

Temple, and so ascended uppe to Heaven : and that in times 

past the like strange token happened to Alexander the 

great, and to none but him, when hee sacrificed uppon the 

same Altars. Moreover, the night next following, hee 

presently thought he sawe his sonne* carrying a stately 

Majestte above the ordinarie proportion of a niortall wight, 

with a Thunder bolt and a Scepter^ (in his hand) with the 

Triumphant Robes also of Jupiter Opt. Max. (uppon his 

backe) and a Itadiant Coronet (on his head); over and 

besides his Chariot dight with Lawrell and drawne with 

12 steedes exceeding white. While hee was yet a very babe ', 

(as C. Drusus hath left in writing extant,) being by his 

nource l^de in the evening within a Cradell in swadling 

bands, beneath uppon a lowe floure : the next morning hee 

could no where bee seene: and after longe scekinge was 

found at last, lying uppon a verie high Turret just against 

the Suime-rysinge. So soone as hee began to speake, hee 

commaunded the Frogges to keepe silence, that about the 

mannour of his Grandsires by the Cittie side, chaunced to 

make a foule noyse : and thereuppon ever after, the Frogges 

in tliat place are not able to crouke. About fourc miles 

from Rome, as yee goe directly to Capua', it fell out, that 

Bodainely an ^gle snatched a peece of bread out of his hand 

OS hee tooke his dinner within a pleasant grove : and when 



' A fimous Aslrologer. 
' Or sleeplt. ' Oclav 
I Jnpiler. • Auguslus. 



' And thereby the Horoscope of his Nativity. 
s, " Which property uc attributed unto 
In the way Appia. 
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he had mouuteJ up a very great height, came gentlj 
of a suddaine agalDe and restored unto him the sam 
Catulus after the dedication uf the Capitol dreamei 
nights together : in the former, him thought, that J 
Optimus Maximus, nhiles many young hoyes. Noble 
sonnes, were playing about his Alter, severed one of 
from the rest and bestowed in his bosome the publike I 
Seale'^ of the State ' to carrie in his hand. And the 
night followinge he saw in another drcame the same I 
the bosome of Jupiter Capitolintis : whome when hee 
maunded to bee pulled from thence, prohibited hee » 
the admonition of the God, as if the same boy shou 
brought up for the defence and tuition of the Coto 
weale. Nowe the morrowe after, chauncing to meete 
(young) Augustus, (whome earst hee had not knowne be 
hce beheld him wistly not without great admiration, 
withall openly gave it out, That hee was for all the \ 
like imto that boy of whom hee dreamed. Some tel 
former dreame of Catulus otherwise : as if Jupiter, (wh* 
a number of those boyes required of him a Tutor) poi 
out one of them, unto whome they should referre all 1 
desires : and so lightly touching his lipps, and taking 
were an assay therof with his fingers, brought that I 
backe to his own mouth, M, Cicero having accompa 
Caius Cffisar into the Capitoll, happened to report unU 
familiar friendes the dreame hee had the night bef 
namely how a boy of an ingenious face and countenance, 
let downe from heaven by a golden Chaine, and stoodi 
the doore of the Capitoll, unto whom Jupiter delivere 
whip ^ : hereuppon espying at unawares (little) Augui 
whom (as yet altogether unknowne to most men) his Ui 
CiEsar had sent for to the sacrifice, hee avouched plau 
that this boy was very he, whose Image was represented u 
him in a vision as he lay aslecpe. When hee was putt 
on his virile gowne, it fortuned that his broad studt 
Coate' with purple, being unstitched in the seames of fal 
shoulders, fell from about him downe to his 
were who made this interpretation ; That i 
' Oi Citie. ' Which Carsir hid givcD bini ioiitead ol 
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nothing else, but that the decree ^ where of that Robe [is] OCTAVIUI 

n badge should owne day be subjected unto him. Julius of .S^^3--^ 

sacred memorie beiDg about to choose a plot of ground for "'^"'J''^' 

to encamp in, about Munda, as he cut downe a wood, chanced 

to light upon a date tree which lie caused to bee spared and 

reserved as the verie presage of victorie : from the root of it, 

there sprung immediately certaine shoots which in few dayes 

grew so fast, that they not onely equallized but over topped 

also and shadowed their stocke: yea and doves' haunted 

the same, therein to nestle and breeder notwithstanding 

that kind of birde cannot of all others away with any hard 

leaves and rough branches. Uppon this straunge sight 

especially, Ca-sar, by report was mooved to suffer none other 

to succeede him in the Empire but his sisters Nephewe. 

Augustus, during the time that he was retired to Apollonia, 

went up in the companie of Agrippa, into the gallerie' of 

Theogenes the mathematician *, Now, when Agrippa, (who 

inquired first what his owne fortune should be) had great 

matters and those in manner incredible foretold unto him ; 

Augustus himselfe * concealed the time of his owne nativitie, 

and in no wise would utter the same ; for feare and bashful- 

nesse, least he should be found inferiour to the other. But 

when, hardly after many exhortations and much a doe, 

hee had delivered the same, Theogenes leapt foorth and 

worshipped him. Augustus then anone conceived so greate 

a confidence in his fortunes, that hec divulged his Horoscope 

and the ascendent of his Nativitie : yea and also stamped a 

peece of silver coync, with the marke of the Celcstiall signe 

Capricornua, under which figure and Constellation hee was 

borne 

f After Cssars death, being returned from Apollonia, as he 
pDtred Rome Cittie, sodainely when the skie was cleere and 
iirether verie faire, a certaine round coronet in forme of a 



Senators. ' Doves tre consectal to Venus, from whence the Julii arc 
By Ihein Iherefbre and the dnte tree was prEligutcd peqjeluall 
that name and Tamilie. ' Oi scboole. ' Oi asttolt^er. 
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I OCTAVIUS raine bowe compassed the circle of the Simne, and thei 
I C^SAR soone after, the monument of Julia, Ctesars daughter w« 
I AUGUSTUS smitten with lightening. Moreover in his 6rst Consulship*, 
whiles he attended to take his Augurie, there were presented 
unto him, like as to Romulus, 12 geirs * : and as hee sacrificed, 
the Livers of all the beasts then killed appeared in open view 
enfolded double, and turned inwardly from the nether fiUcti 
and no man of skill conjectured otherwise, but that 
speritie and greatnea hereby was portended. 
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Furthermore, the very events, also of all his warres 
foresaw. What time as all the forces of the Triumvirs* 
were assembled together at Bononia, an jEgle perching over 
his teat, all to beat ij Ravens that assailed and fell uppoD 
her of either side, and in the end struckc them both down 
to the ground: whicii sight the whole armic marked verie 
well, and presaged thereuy that one day, there would arise 
betweene the Colleagues of that Triumvirate such discorde, 
and the like end ensue thereof, as after followed. At PhiUppi 
there was a certaine Thessalian^ who made report of the 
future victorie: alledging for his author Ceesar of famous 
memorie, whose Image* encountred him as he joumied in 
a desert and by-way. About Periisia when he offred sacrifice 
and could not speeded but demaunded more beasts* still 
to be killed : behold, the enemies made a sodaine sallie 
forth, caught up and carried away the whole provision of 
the Sacrifice. The Soothsayers then agreed uppon this 

Coint, That those perilous and adverse calamities which 
ad becne threatned and denounced to him that sacrificed, 
should light all, and retume upon their heads, who gat the 
Inwards; and so it fell out in deed. The day beSire he 
fought the battatlc at Sea neere Sicilie, as he walked upon 
the shore, a fish leapt out of the sea and lay at bis feet 
At Actium, as hee was going downe to fight the battaile, 
there met him in the way an Asse with his driver, the mans 

' Or Vullurs. ' Anionic Lepidus, and Oclavius AuEUstus. ' And the. 
fore by Ultelihoode a wizaid. * Or spectre, ■■"■-■ 

of the Gods. 
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name was Eutychus, and tlie beasts Nicon K After victorie OCTAVIUI 
obtninod, hee set uppe the Images of them both in bra§se, 
within that Temple, into which hee converted the verie ' 
place where he encamped. 

97 
His death also (whereof from hence forth I will write) and 
i deification after death was knowne before by many signes 
Mt evident. When hee had taken a review of the Cittie; 
3 was about the solemne purging ' thcrof within Mara field 
lore a frequent assemblie of people: an j^gle there was 
bit soared oftentimes round about him, and crossing at 
igth from him unto a house thereby, setled upon the name 
E Agrippa, and just upon the first letter^ of that name ; 
pich when he perceived, the vowes which the manner was 
t he made iintill the next Lvstnim "*, he commanded his 
iUcague Tiberius to nuncupate and pronounce. For, not- 
khstanding the Tables and instruments "^ containing them 
Me now written and in readinesse, yet denied he to under- 
■e those vowes which he should never pay. About the 
B Be time the first letter^ of his owne name, upon a flash 
and stroke of lightening went quite out of the Inscription 
that stood uppon his status; aunswere was made by the 
Soothsaiers, tnat he was to live but just one hundred dayes 
after: which number that letter did betoken; and that it 
would come to passe that hee should hee Canonized and 
registred among the Gods, because iEsar, the residue of the 
name Ca-sar, in the Tuskane Language signified God. Being 
about therefore to send Tiberius away into lUyricum and to 
companie him as far as Beneventum, when diverse suiters, 
for one cause or other interrupted him, yea and detained 
him about hearing and determining matters judicially, hee 
cryed out alowd (which also within a while was reckened 
as a presaging osse,) That were he once out of Rome, he 
would never after be there againe what occasion soever 
might make him stay. And so being entered upon his 
joumie he went forward as far as to Astura: and so pre- 
sently from thence (contrary to his usuall mancr %) with the 
' Called Luilnim. ' h. ' C, in Cscsaj. 
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ind and gentle gale tooke water by ntgbl 



The cause of his sickenes he caught by a flux of the beilit 
And for that time having coasted Campanie and made cir- 
cuit about the Hands next adjoyning, he be§towed also foure 
dayes within a retiring place of pleasure at Capre« : where 
he gave his minde to all ease and courteous anabilitie. It 
happened as he passed by the Bay of Puteoli, certaine pas- 
sengers and souldicrs out of a snip of Alexandna^, which 
then was newly arrived, all clad in white, dight also with 
garlands, and burning frankincense, had heaped upon him 
all good and fortunate words, chaunting his singular prayses 
in uese terms, That by him they lived, by him they sayled, by 
him they enjoyed their freedome, and all the riches they bad. 
At which, he tooke great contentment and was cheered at 
the heart : insomuch a^ thereupon he divided to evene one 
of his traine about him 40 peeces of gold '', but he required 
an oath againe and assurance of ech one, that they should not 
lay out that monie otherwise than in buying the wares and 
commodities of Alexandria''- For certaine dayes together 
that remained, among diverse and sundrie gifts, he distri- 
buted among them over and above, gownes and clokes, with 
this condition, that Romans should use the GrL-ekisb habite 
and spcake likewise Greekc ; the Grcekes also weare Romoine 
attire and use their language. He beheld also continually 
the youtbes exercising themselves (of whome their remained 
yet some store at Caprea?) according to the auncient cuatome'. 
And even unto them he made a feast in his owne sight, per- 
mitting them or rather exacting of them, their olde libertie 
of sporting, of snatching appels and cates, and of skambling 
for such small gifts and favours as were sent or skattered 
abroad. In one word, be forbore no manner of mirth and 
pastime. The Isle hard by Caprea- '', he called Aprago|)olis % 
of the Idlenesse of such as out of his traine retired them- 
selves thither. But one of his beloved minions named Mas- 
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gabas', liee had wont merily to call «Ti<m)T, as one would say, ( 
The founder of that Hand. The sepulchcr of this Masgabas 
(who died a yeare before) when he perceived one time out of 
his dining chamber to be frequented with a sort of people 
and many lights : he pronounced this verse a loud which he 
made ex tempore. 

mlarov it r^ji^ov tlaopm itvpoifitvov, 
1 see the Tombe of Ktistes' all on lire. 

And therewith turning to Thrasyllus a companion of 
Tiberius sitting over against him, and not woting what the 
matter was, he asked him of what Poets making he thought 
that verse to be ? And when he stucke at the question and 
made no angwere, he came out with an other to it. 

'Opas ipaiaai Matryafiav rifiti/wvoi'j 

TTiou seest witli lights Maagabas honoured. 

Of this verse also ho demaunded whom he thought to be 
the maker? but when Thrasyllus returned no other answere 
but this, That whosoever made them, right excellent they 
wore; he laughed a good and made himselfe exceeding 
meric. Soone after he crossed over to Naples, albeit even 
then his guts were greatly enfeebled and the disease* 
grew variable* i yet for all tnat, the Quinquennal Gymnick 
games'" instituted in the honor of him, he beheld to tne very 
end, and so together with Tiberius went to the place ap- 
pointed. But in his return from thence, his disease increased 
more and more, so as at length he yeelded to it, at Nola : 
where, having sent for Tiberius and called him backe from 
his journey, he held him a groat while in secret talke ; neither 
&om that time framed ho his minde to any greater afiaire. 

L 99 

W Uppon his dying day, enquiring over and anoiie, whether 

' tiiere was as yet any sturre and tumult abroad as touching 

him? hee called for a mirror % and commanded the haire of 

' The foander. 'Or ifyec disiiogLish Ihus, ^/iv&j variaHle iamcH, elc, 
yet by leaion that his disease alteied, and binucUt: was beltei some time then 
r Other. ' A looking glasse. 
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n'AVIUS his head to boe combed and trimmed : his cl 

J^SAR for weakenrase to hang or fall, to Ix' composed a_„ ___, 

JGU8TUS 1-hen having admitted his friends to come imto I 

asked of them whether they thought he had acted 

Entcrlude of his life? he adjoyncd with all tbu fin 

elusion *, for a Plaudits, 

AoT* itpoTor ta'i nams iifult f«To X"?"' TvmjcmTf, 
Now clap your hands and all with J07 resound a ahoi 

After this he dismissed them all, and whiles he 
tioned with some that were new come from the Citt 
cerning the daughter of Drusus then sicke, sodainely 
the kisses of Livia, and in these words he gave up tn« 
* Live mindful! Livia of oiu- wedlocke, and so farewell, 
died he an easie death and such as he had ever wis 
have. For lightly, so often as he heard of any body 1 
departed this life quickely and without all panges, ne 
unto God, that hee and his might have the like Eutha 
for, that was the verie word he was wont to use, Oln 
onely and no more he shewed of a minde disquieted ai 
tracted, before he yeelded up his vitall breath : in tl 
suddainely started as in a fright and complained, Tb) 
wa§ harried away by 40 tall and lustie younge men. 
even that also was rather a pregnant presage of his 1 
than a raving fitte and idle conceit of light bnuoe. ] 
many souldiers they were indecde of the Prtetoriut I 
who carried him forth (dead) into the streete upon 
shoulders. 
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Hee died in that very bed-chamber wherein his F 
Octavius left his life before him, when Pompeius 
Anpuleius, having both their forename Sextus, were 
Buls : foureteene dales before the Calends of Septcmbei 
the ninth houre' of the day : being 76 yeercs oide wai 

' Oi chapE. * As Lhc mannet is at the endi; of Coiruedics to cal 
Plaudile ! iiec persisted thcrfoie lo the metaphor, and by this pta 
allcgoiiwth the end of this life, wliidi hee called tiefoie Aliminn 
■ Euthanasia. * The Nineteenth of August. 'About three ofUiei 
after noone. 
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five and thirtie daies. His corps waa conveighed and borne OCTAVIUS j 
by the Decurions ' of the free burrowghcs and Colonies from 9^^™ j 
Nola to BovillK by night, for the bote season of the yeere : AUGUSTUS | 
whereas till the day time it was bestowed in the Hall of 
every towne, or else in the greatest temple" thereof. From 
Bovillie the degree of Romaine Gentlemen tooke charge of 
it, and brought it into the Citie of Home, where they placed 
it within the Porch of his owne house. The Senate both in 
setting out his Funerals, and also in honouring his memo- 
rialls, proceeded so farre in striving, who should shew greater 
affection, that among many other complements, some were 
of minde, that the pompe and solemne convoy of his ob- 
sequies, should passe forth at the Triumphal gate with the 
image of victorie, which is in the Court Julia going before : 
and the chicfe Noble-mens children of both sexes singing a 
dolefull and lamentable song, others opined, that upon the 
very day of this funerall, their rings of gold"* should be 
layd away and others of yron put on. Againe, divers 
gave advise, that his bones should be gathered up * by the 
priests'^ of the most auncient Societies. And one above 
the rest would have had the name of the moneth August^ 
to be shifted and transferred unto September; for that, 
Augustus was borne in this and died in tlie other. Another 
perswaded, that all the time from his very birth unto the 
dying day, should he named Scculum Afigmtum*, and so 
recorded in the Kalcndars and Chronicles. But, thought 
best it was, to keepe a meane in the Honours done unto 
hiro. Whereupon, twice, and in two severall places praised 
hee was in a funerall Oration ; once before the temple of 
Julius late deceased, of sacred memorie, by Tiberius; and 
againe'' at the Rostra^ under the Veteres, by Drusus the 
Sonne of Tiberius, and so upon Senatours shoulders was hee 
borne into Campus Martius, and there committed to the 
fire and burnt. Neither wanted there a grave personage", 

' Aldecmen, or Senators. ' A thing ugainst the olde received relieion. 
* Before him called Scxtilli. • The Aoeusl flge. ' Or before. *Dii> 
namcth him Numuius Allicus : nnd saith, he was hired by Livia for two 
milliaos of Sesterces, to sweare that ofAugostDS, which Proculos had som- 
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[ OCTAVIUS one that bad been Pretor, who affirmed and bound it { 

CffiSAR an oath. That he saw bis ve^ image ' when he was bumt. 
ascending up to heaven. The chiefe Gentlemen of the 
Knights order, in their single waatcoates*, ungirt and bare- 
footed gathered up his reliques* together, and bestowed 
them in a stately monument^': which peece of work bim- 
selfe had built between the street Flaminia and the bank of 
Tiberis in his sixth Consulship, and even then given the 
Groves growing about it and the walks adjoyning to be 
common for the use of the people of Rome for ever. 
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His last will and testament made by him when L. Plaocua 
and C. Silius were Consuls, the third day before the Nones 
of April *, a ycere and foitre moneths before bee died, and the 
same in two bookes written partly with liis owne hand, and 
in part with the hands of Polbyus and Hilarius his freed 
men, the vestall virgins" who had the keeping thereof upon 
tmst brought forth ; together with three other rolls or 
volumes sealed alike. All which Instruments were opened 
and read in the Senate. He ordained for his 6 heires; in 
the first place, Tiberius of the one halfo and a sixt part ^ : 
and Livia of a third " : whom also be appointed to beare his 
owne name ''. In a second ranke ^, hee appointed Drusus the 
Sonne of Tiberius to inherit one third part : and Germanicus 
with his three male children, the other parts remaining. In 
a third degree*, he nominated of his owne kinsfolk, Allies and 
friends, very many. Hee bequeathed as a legacie to the 
people of Rome* 400000 Sesterces^ an hundred times told. 
To the Souldiours of the guard* a thousand Sesterces a 
peece. Among the Cohorts of the City Souldiours 500, and 
to those of the Legionarie cohorts 300 a peece. \Vhich 
summe of money bo commaunded to be paicd presently : for 
bee had so much in store at all times (put up in bagges and 

' Or true I'ortraict, ' Or shirts, as some would expound lutacis. • /• 
MausaUa. * The third of April]. ' For default oF the olhct if tlMjr 
dyed. * If the second heires (oiled. ' Some read guadHrngtnlm 
triciis quinquics-, and then it ii [hiee millions and a halfe more. *0r 
PratonuiQ band. 
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coffers) lying by him. Sundry parcels gave hee beiides by OCTAVTUa 
legacie parole. And of some thereof he deferred the pay- CffiSAR 
ment ', if the same were above 20000 Sesterces. For paying AUGUSTUS 
of which he set a yeeres day at the farthest ; alledging for 
his excuse his meanc estate ; and protesting, that by this 
account there would not come to his heires hands, above 
150 millions * : albeit within the compasse of 20 yeeres im- 
mediatly going before, hee had received by the wills and 
testaments of nis friends 4000 millions ^ All which masse 
of treasure, together with two patrimonies by his two 
fathers* and other inheritances, hee had spent wel-neeie 
every whit upon the Common -weal e. The two Julie, to wit, 
his daughter and niece ^ (if ought hapned to them*) he 
forbad expresly to be enterred in his owne Mausoleum. 
Of those three Rolls or Instruments above named, in the 
first he comprised his owne directions as touching his 
funerall: the second contained a Register or Index, of 
those Acts which he had atchieved : and his pleasure was, 
that the same should be engraven in brazen tables^, and 
erected before his Mausoleum. In the third he represented 
a Breviarie and abstract of the whole Empire : to wit. How 
many Souldiours were enrolled and in pay, in any place what- 
soever ? as also, How much money was in the common Trea- 
surie of the City and in his owne coffers ? I.,astly, what the 
arrierages were of such revenewes and tributes ai were due to 
the state and unpaid : whereto he annexed also a Shedule, 
containing the names of Freed men and bond, his receivers, 
at whose hands the reckoning might be exacted. 

* PredaxUque guitdam ad cicena Sesterlia, So Torrenlias eipoundetb il. 
* Of Sesterces. ' Quattr dtcies millies, foure thousand millions. * Oclirios 
and Julius Cirsax. ° Hit riaughtets dttughiet. ' If Ihey died. ' tiCntit 
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TIBERIUS NERO C^SJ 




HE Patritian famiUe Claudia (fo« 
was likewise anotlier Plebeian < 
name, neither in power nor digi 
feriour) had the first beginning i 
Regillum' a Towne of the Sabines. 
thence tliey came with a. great retll 
vassals to Home newly founded, th 
dwell : induced thereto by the coua 
T. Tatius, fellow in government of the kingdome 
Romulus; or (which ia the more received opinion) th 
the perswasion of Atta' Claudius*, a principall pen 
that nouse, about tlieC yeere after the kings were exp 
and so, by the Senatours of Rome, rannged they were e 
the Patritii, Upon this, soone after, they receivi 
vertue of a graunt from the whole City, for their Clien' 
vassals, lands to occupy beyond the river Anio: ai 
themselves a place ^ of sepulture under the Capitol : a 
forth, in processe of time obtained 3S Consulates, five J 
tures, Censures seaven, Triumphs sixe, and two Ova 
This family being distinguished by sundry fore-name 
surnames both, in a generall consent rejected the fore, 
of Lucius, after that two of their linage bearing that 
were convict, the one of robberie, the other of a 
Among surnames it assumed the addition of Nero*; 
in the Sabine tongue signifieth Strong or stout. 

' Or Regilli. ' Or Clausus. ^ Lecum. Some read luc^, 
Ihe strict signilicalion of a sacred Grove, but of a. pleasant tuft of tr 
with monumcata weie beautiGed : as you may gatlier by (he Uu 
Augustus. 
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Many of these Claudii, a^ they deserved many vaies pass- 
ing well of the Common-wealth : so, in as many sorts they * 
faulted and did amisse. But to relate the priDcipall 
examples onely in both kindes ; Appius surnamed Ca^us^ 
was hee, who disswaded the entring into league and societie 
with King Pyrrhus, as prejudiciall unto the State : Claudius 
Caudex* was the 6rst man that passed over the narrow Seas 
with a fleete, and drave the Carthaginians out of Sicilic : 
Claudius Nero surprised and defaited Asdrupal comming out 
of Spaine with a very great and puissant armie before he 
could joyne with his brother Annibal. Contrariwise, Clau- 
dius Appius^ Uegillanus being Decemvir' chosen to frame 
and pen the Romaine Lawes, went about by violence (for 
the satisfaction of his 0eshly lust) to enthrall a virgine Frec- 
bome : and thereby gave occasion to the Commons for to 
fall away and forsake the Nobles a second time, Claudius 
Drusus having his ownc statue erected with a Diademe in a 
Towne called Forum Appii**, attempted with the helpe of 
his favorites and dependants to hold all Italic in his ownc 
hands. Claudius Pulcher *, when as in taking of his Auspicia" 
before Sicilie, the sacred pullets would not feede, caused 
them, in contempt of Religion, to be plunged into the Sea, 
That they might drinke seeing they would not eate : and 
thereupon strucke a battaile at Sea : in which, beeing van- 
quished, and commaunded by the Senate to nominate a 
Dictator, scorning, aa it were, and making but a jest at the 
publique danger and calamitie of the State, named a (base) 
Sergeant of his owne called Glycia^ There stand likewise 
upon record, the examples of women, and those as divers and 
contrary. For, two Claudiie there were of the same house: 
both shee that drew forth® the ship with the sacred images 
of the Idamn mother' of the Gods sticking fast and grounded 
within the shelves * of Tiberis, having before made her praier 
openly, That as she was a true and pure virgin, so the ship 
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' Or Appttis Claudius. 
" Or Ilyeia. • ] 



' I. One of the ten Decemvirs. 
. Nal. kiM. lib. 7, c&p. 35. 
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might follow her, and not otherwise : as also anal 
after a strange and new manner, being a woman ', wa| 
before the people of high treason, for that when I 
wherein shee rode could hardly passe forward by i 
thicke throng and preasse of people, she had open] 
That her brother I'ulcher were alive againe, and nr 
a fleete the second time, to the end there might I 
meanes a lesse multitude at Rome, Moreover, 
knowne it is, that all the Claudii, excepting ond 
Clodius who for expelling Cicero out of Rome, suf 
selfe to be adopted by a Commoner ^^ and one y« 
than himselfe, were olwaies Optimates, the onely m 
or patrons of the dignitie ana power of the PatritiM 
ana in opposition of the Commons so violent, stubbs 
selfe-willed that not one of them, although he sto<M 
his triall for life and death before the people, couldl 
his hart so much as to change his weede **, or to <ai| 
favour at their hands. Nay, some of them there wi 
in a brawle and altercation, stuck not to beat t| 
Tribune of the Commons '. Furthermore, a virgiue i 
there was of that name, who when a brother i 
triumphed without a warrant from the people, oi 
up with him into tlie chariot, and accompanied hn 
into the Capitoll : to this end, that none of the "B 
might lawfully oppose themselves and forbid the Tri( 



From this race and linage Tiberius Cffsar derivij 
Genealogie, and that verily in the whole bloud and b 
sides : by his Father, from Tiberius Nero : by his t 
from Appius Pulcher, who were both of them the sob 
Appius Csecus. Incorporate hee was besides into the I 
of the Livii, by reason that his Grandfather by the m 
side ' was adopted thereinto : which family (Comt 
though they were) flourished notwithstanding an> 

' For, unto this time that sex had not bccnc endited und attaint aj 
See Valer. Max. lib. 8. cap. 1. ' C. Fonleius. ' Claudia, 
teverent legard weie these Nunnes, that no magistrate might ntharl 
TOBse them. * Or mothers grandfather matenui ava. 
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highly ri?puted ; as being honoured and graced with eight TIBERIUS 

Consulships, two Censureahips, and three triumphs : with a ^^^^^Hj 

Dictatourship also and Maistership of the Horsemen: re- 

nowmed likewise and ennobled for brave and notable men, 

Salinator* especially and the Drusi': as for Salinator, in a.u,c. ssa ^ 

his Censureship hee noted and tailed all the Tribes everie 

one and whole bodie of the people, for unconstant ievitie, 

for that having uppon his former consulship condemned him 

and set a fine uppon his head, yet afterwardes they made 

him Consul a second time and Censour besides. Drusus, 

upon the killing of one Drausus the General! of his enemies 

in close combat and single fight, purchased unto himselfc 

and bis posteritie after }iim that surname. It is reported also, 

that this Drusus beeing propretour, recovered and fetched a.u, 

againe out of his province Gaule, that gold which in times 

past had beene given unto the Senones when they besieged 

the Capitol: and that it was not Camillus (as the voice 

goeth) that wrested the same perforce out of their hands. 

His Sonne * in the 4 degree of descent, called for his singular a.v.c. 433. ] 

imployment against the Gracchi, Patron of the Senate, left 

behind him a sonne : whom in the like variance and debate, 

as he was busie in devising and putting in practise sundrie 

|>lots, the adverse faction treacherously slew. 



But, the Father of this Tiberius Ca?sar, being Treasurer 
ubto C. Csesar', and Admiral) of a fleetein the Alexandrine 
warre performed very good service for the atchieving of vic- 
tory, whereupon hee was both substituted Pontifex in steed 
of Scipio, and also sent with commission to plant Colonies 
in Gaule, among which were Narbona * and Arelate. How- 
beit, after that Ccesar was slaine, when as all men for feare 
of troubles and uprores decreed a finall abolition and obli- 
vion ^ of that fact (and all other quarrels thereupon depend- 
ing) he proceeded farther and opined. That they should 
consult about the rewards of such Tj'rant- killers. After 
this, having borne his Pretourship (in the end of which 

' Or rather Dnisui. '' Or Nephew, ol/nefes. 
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RIUS yeerc there arose some discord betwecnc the Triumvi 
RO retaining by him still the ensignes' and ornaments < 
"^^ ofiice after the time fully expired, and following L, Ai 
the Consul! and the Triumvirs brother, as farre as to F 
when the rest yeelded themselves, continued alone fa 
stuck to the faction (that sided against Octavius) an 
escaped to Preneste, then to Naples : where when hi 
proclaimed (but in vaine) freedome for all bondslavei 
fled into Sicilie, But taking it to the heart, that h 
not immediatly admitted to the presence of Sextus Pon 
but debarred the use of his Kiiitclies of rods to bee 
afore him', hee crossed the Seas into Achaia, and wt 
M. Antonius. With whom, by occasion that shortly 
an attonement and peace was made betweene all partii 
returned to Home ; and at the request of Augustus, yi 
imto him his owne wife Livia Drusilla, who both a1 
time was great with child, and also had already 1 
brought him a sonne named Tiberius, in his owne I 
Not long after, he departed this life, and left his cbi 
surviving him, namely Tiberius Nero and Drusus Nera 



Some have thought that this Tiberius (Ciesar) was i 
at Fundtc, grounding uppon a light conjecture, becaus 
mothers Grandame* was a Fundane borne; and for 
BOone after the image of Felicitie *, by vertue of an Ac 
the Senate was there publiquely set up". But, as the 
Authors and those of better credite doe write, borne het 
at Rome in the Mount Palatium, the sixteenth day b* 
the Calendes of December*, when M. jEmilius Lepidua 
Consull the second time together with Munatius Plai 
even after the warre at Philippi: for so it staudes i 
record and in the publique Registers. Yet there want 
some who write otherwise : partly that he was borne'a y 

' To wii, his sixe lictors or vergers' with their Knitches of rods 
axes sticking therin. Ateiand, ab Aleiandr. ' Semit ad fit 

Vfcaiii: because the cup or bonet was the bxdgc of freedome. * Oi 
gnindamG by the mothers side. ' Falieilatis, or Facundilalis, i. frnj 

nea. * The liiteeath of November. * Gtiiitwn. 

174 



TWELVE CAESARS 

I before in the Consulship of Hirtius and Panso, and partly TIBER 
Ithe yeere next following, wherein Servilius Isauricus and NEROJ 
lAntonius were Consuls. 



His infancic and childhood both were exceeding forward ' ' 
■ and the same full of toilesome travaile and daunger, by occa- 
[1 that every where, hee accompanied his Parents still, in 
their flights and escapes. And verily, twice hee had like to 
liave descried * them with his wrawling at Naples, what time 
as a little before the forcible and suddaine entrie of the 
enemie, they made shift secretly to get into a ship : namely 
once, when bee was taken hastily from his Nources breast : 
and a second time out of his Mothers lap and armes, by 
those who as the necessity of the time required, did their 
best to ease the poore women of their burden and loade. 
Hee was caried away with them likewise through Sicilie 
and Achaia : yea, and beeing recommended to the Lacedeu- 
monians (who were under the protection of the Claudii their 
Patrones) for to take the charge of him in publique, as hee 
departed from thence by night, hee was in daunger of hia 
life by reason of a light flaming fire, which suddainly from 
all parts arose out of a wood : and compassed all the com- 
panie in hia traine so, a^ that some part of Liviaes apparell 
and the haire of her head was scorched and sienged there- 
with. The giftes bestowed uppon him in Sicilie by Pompeia 
the sister of Sextus Pompeius, to wit, a little Ctoake with a 
button or claspe to it : likewise studds and bosses of golde, 
continue and are yet shewed to bee scene at Baie. After 
his returne into the Cittie of Home, beeing adopted by M. 
Galtius a Senatour in his last will and testament, hee accepted 
of the inheritance and entred upon it: but within a wliile 
forbare the name, because Gallius had sided with the adverse 
faction and taken port against Augustus. Being 9 yeares 
olde he praised his father deceased openly from the Rostra. 
Afterwardes, as hee grewe to be a springall, he accompanied 
in the Actiacke trynmph the Chariot of Augustus, ryding 

' Luxurioiam, i. growing a pace lo maluiily. ' Or discovered. 
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TIBERIUS uppon the steede drawing without the yoke' on the 
NBfiO hand, when as Marcellus the sonnc of Octavia rode upon 
other on the right hand ". Hee was president also t ' 
Actiack Games and plaies, yea and the Troiaa Tumi 
in the Circean solemnities, where he led the troupe ol 
bi^er boyes. 



After hee had put on his virile robe \ his whole youth 
all the time besides of tlie age next ensuing, even unto ) 
beginning of his Empire, hee passed for the most pari 
these affaires following. He exhibited one sworde fignt i 
formed by fencers to the outrance, in memorial! of his fa ' 
likewise another in the honourable remembraunce 
Grandfather Drusus: and those at sundrie times 
diverse places : the former in the Forum ^ of Rome 
second in the Amphitheatre ; having brought againe 
the Lists, even those that were freed before time and 
charged from that profession : whom hee now hired 
bound to fight, with the summe of one hundred thoi 
sesterces. Hee did set foortli stage playes also, but w\ 
htmselfe was absent : all with great magnificence, and 
at the charges of his mother* and father in li 
Agrippina^ the daughter also of M, Agrippa, and neic^ 
Pomponius Atticus a Gentleman of Rome, him I tna| 
unto whome Cicero wrote his Epistles, hee tooke to iri 
And when hee had begotten of her a sonne named Dn^ 
albeit shee fitted him well enough and was besides li 
Childe againe, enforced hee was to put her away ; and foofl 
with to wed Julia the daughter of Augustus : not witihl 
much griefe and heart breake : considering that hee bi 
desired still the companie of Agrippina and also mislfl 
the conditions and demeanour of Julia, as whom he n 
ceived to have had a minde and fansie unto him whiles s] 
was the wife of a former husband. Which verily was thou{ 
also abroade. But as hee grieve* '■'--'■ -'^-- '■'-- -■- — 

' Or spitenpole. 
* Uvta. ' Augustus 
name of her father. 
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hee had driven away Agrippina, so when hcc cliauuced but TIBERIUS J 

once (as sliee mette him) to see her, hee followed her still NBRO 

with his eyes so bent, so swellinge, and staring^, that 

streight order was given, and a watch set, shee should never 

after come in his way nor within his sight. With Julia he 

lived at the first in great concord and niutuall love: but 

afterwardes hee began to estraunge himselfe'', and (that wliich 

was the more griefe) hee proceeded to part beddes and to lie 

from her continually, namely, after that the pledge of love, 

their sonne beegotten beetweene them, was untimely taken 

away: who beeing borne at Aquileia died a very infant. 

His owne brother Drusus^ hee lost in CJer manic, whose bodie a.u.c. 73S'T 

he conveyed throughout to Rome going before it all the way 

on foote. 



In his first rudiments and beginnings of civile oiHces, he 

ftleaded at the barre in defence of Archelaus ; of the Tral- 
ians and Thessalians : all of them in sundrie causes whiles 
Augustus sat in judgement to heere their tryall: in the 
behalfe also of the Laodicenes, Thyaterenes and Chians, who 
bad suffered great losse by Earthquake, and humbly sought 
for reliefe, he intreated the Senate. As for Fannius Caipio, 
who together with Varro Murcena had conspired agamst 
Augustus, hee arraigned of high treason before the judges, 
and caused him to bee condemned : and amid these affaires, 
he executed a duple charge and function * : to witte, the 
purveyance of Corne and Victualles, whereof there happened 
to bee scarcitie : and the skouringe or riddance of the 
worke-house prisons * : the Lordes and Maisters whereof 
were become odious, as if they had caught uppe and held 
to worke not onely waifariog persons, but those also who 
for feare of taking a militarie oath and to be enrolled, 
were driven to shrowd themselves in such corners and start- 
ing holes. 

' Rcadie as il were to run out of his head. - Or disagree. ' Who 

died when he was Consul. ' Whiles! hee was Questour, and but 19 

~ a olde. ' BrgastiilBmm. Such as l»idcwcl and housct of cor- 



THE HISTORIE OF 



i,.3SSAR jjjg (jpgj. gervice in the warres was in the 

A,v.c. 738. Cantabria, what time hee had the place of a 
tarie '. Afterwardes, having the conduct of 
the East parts, hee restored the kingdoine of Armenia 1 
Tigrane:, and from the Tribunall seat did put the Diac 
uppon his head. Hee recovered also those militarie ensi 
which the Parthians had taken from M . Crassua. After 
hee governed as Regent that part of Gaule beyond 
Alpes, caUed Comata : which was full of troubles, parti; 
the incursions of barbarous nations, and in parte thre 
the intestine discorde of Princts and Nobles of the Coun 
Then, warred hee uppon the Rhctians and Vindelici, an 
forwarde uppon the Fannonians and Germaines (whom 
vanqiushed all). In the Rhfetian and Vindelicke warres, 
subdued the Nations inhabiting tlie Alpes : in the ] 
nonian, he conquered the Breuci and Dalmatians. In the ( 
mainc warre hee brought over into Gaule 40000 thatyecl 
unto him, and placed them neere unto the Rhene bai 
where they had there habitations assigned. For wl 
Acts, hee entred the Citie of Rome both Ovant (rydinj 
horsebacke) and also Triumphant mountwl uppon a Chat 
being the first" (as some thinke) that was honoured v 
Triumphant ornaments, a newe kinde of honour and m 
ejaunted to any man before ; to heare Magistracie hee b 
- 737, beganne betimes, and also ranne through them all in man 
738. 742i 747- joynctly and without intermission, namely his Quarsti 
Prseture and Consulate. After some space betwcenSr 
became Consul a seconde time, yea and also receive^ 
Tribunitian Authoritie for five yeares together. 

10 
In this confluence of go many prosperous successes, in 
strength also of his yeares and perfect health, hee haJd ■ 



purpose, sodainely to retire himselfe and 

way as farre as hee could. Whether it were for the wearint 

' Colonell of a thousand footmen. ' Primus, some read frius, i. 1 
ovaiiotum, before he had ridden at 
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hee had of his wifi?, whome neither hee durst plaincly charge or TIBER] 

put awaye, nor was able to endure any longer, or to theende ^^Q^i 

that by avoyding contempt' incident to daily and continuall 

residence, hee might maintaine and increase his authoritic 

by absenting himselfe, if at any time the State stoode in 

neede of him, it is uncertainc. Some are of opinion, that 

considering Augustus his children were nowe well growne, 

he of his owne accorde yeelded up unto them the place and 

possession, as it were, of the second degree^, which himselfe 

had usurped and held a long time ; following herein the 

example of M. Agrippa, who having preferred M. MarceUus, 

to bee imployed in publike affaires, departed unto Mitylens; 

least by his presence he might seemc to hinder^ them or 

deprave their proceedings. Which cause even himself, but 

afterwards, alleadged : marie, for the present, pretending 

the satietic that he had of honorable places, and rest from 

his travailes, he made suite for licence to depart : neither 

ea»e he any earc to his owne mother humblie beseeching 

him to stay ; nor to his father in law, who complained also 

that hee should be foreaken thereby and left desolate in the 

Senate. Moreover, when tliey were instant still to holde 

him backc, hee abstained from all kinde of meate foure dayei 

together. At length having obtained leave to be gone, he 

left his wife and sonne behind him at Rome, and forthwith 

wentdowne to Ostia : giving not so much as one word againe 

to any that accompanied him thither, and kissing very few 

of them at the parting. 

11 

As he sayled from Ostia along the coast of Campanie, 
uppon newes that he heardof Augustus weakenesse, he stayed 
a while and went not forward : hut when a rumor began to 
be sprcd of him, (as if he lingred there, waiting some oppor- 
tunitie of greater hopes,) hee made noo more adoc, but even 
against winde and wether sayled through and passed over 
to Rhodes : having taken a deUght to the pleasant and 
healthfull situation of that Hand, ever since he arrived there 
in his retume from Armenia. Contenting himselfe here, 
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[ TIBERIUS with a meane and small habitation, with a ferine house 
" J* likewise by the Cittie side not much larger nor of greaUr 
"^ receite, he purposed to lead a verie civil! and private life: 
walking otnerwhile in the Gymnase* without lictor* or 
other officer, performing acts and duties in maner one fa 
another with the Greekes conversing there. It happoial 
uppon a time, when he disposed of the businesses which bet 
would dispatch one day, that hee gave it out before hand, 
He was desirous to visite all the sicke * in the Cittie. These 
words of liis were mistaken by those next about him. Where- 
upon all the lazars and diseased pei-sons were by commaunde- 
ment brought into a publike porch or gallerie and placed 
there in order according to the sundrie sorts of their mala- 
dies. At which unexpected sight, being much troubled 
and perplexed, he wist not for o. good while what to do: 
howbeit he went round about from one to another, excusing 
himselfe for this that was done even to the meanest, poorest 
and basest of them all. This onely thing and nothing elw 
beside was noted, wherein he seemed to exercise the power 
of his Tribunes authoritie. Being daily and continual!; 
conversant about the Schooles and Auditories of professours, 
hy occasion that there arose a great braule among the 
Sophistcrs* opposite in arguing cases and declaiming one 
against other, there chaunced to bee one who perceiving 
liim comming bctwceiie and inclining to favorize one part 
above the other, rayled bitterly at him. With drawing 
himselfe therefore by little and little, and retyring home to 
his house, he came fortli sodainely againe and appeared witli 
his Lictours ; where he cited by the voyce of nis cryer to 
appeare judicially before his Tribunall, that foule mouthed 
rayling fellow, and so commanded him to be had away to 
prison. After this, he had certaine intelligence given him 
that Julia his wife was convict and condemned for her inoon- 
tinencie and adulteries; also that in his name (by a warrant 
directed from Augustus) she had a bill of diverse sent unto 
her. And albeit, he was glad of these tidings, yet he 

' Or publike place of exercises. ' He 
and Consul thu secund lime. ' /Egros, s 
walk the fields. * Rhelocicions. 
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thought it his part, as much as lay in him, by many letters TIBERIUS 1 
to reconcile the father unto his daughter : yea and how ever NBRO 
she had deserved badly at his hands, yet to suSer her for to 
have whatsoever he had at any time given unto her in free 
gift. Now, after he had passed through the time of his 
Tribunes authoritie, and confessed at last, that by this re- 
tyring of his out of the way he sought to avoidc nought 
else but the suspition of Jelousie and emulation with Caius 
and Lucius : hee made suite, That seeing he was now secured 
in this behalfc, and they strengthened enough and able with 
ease to manage and maintaine the second place in govern- 
ment, he might be permitted to returne and see his iriendes 
and acquaintance againe, whose presence he missed and 
longed after. But nee could not obtaine so much : nay, 
admonished hee was and warned before hand, to lay a side 
all regard of his friends and kinsfolke, whom he was so will- 
ing to leave and abandon before. 

12 
Hee abode therefore still at Rhodes, even against his 
will: and hardly by the meanes and intercession of hisowne 
mother wrought thus much, that for to cover his ignominie 
and shame, he might be absent under this pretence, as if 
lie were Augustus his Lieutenant. And then verily, lived 
he not onely private to himselfe, but also exposed to daunger, 
and in great feare of some hard measure: lying close and 
hidden in the uplandish and inward parts of the Iland ; and 
avoyding the offices of them that made saile by those coasts, 
who had fref^uented him continually: for as much as no 
man went into any province that way, as Lord Generall or 
Magistrate', but ne strucke a side and turned to Khodes. 
Besides, other causes there were of greater feare and trouble 
presented unto him. For when as he crossed the seas to 
Samos for to visit Caius, his wives sonne*, president of the 
iiast parts, he perceived him to be more estranged than 
before time through the slaunders and criminous imputa- 
Itions which M. LoUius companion and govemour to the 



* As Pixtor, proprxtoc, proconsul, < 



' The Sonne of his wife Julia by 
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TIBERIUS saide Caius had put into his head. H. 
r^sAR suspitioii by certaiDc Centurions, whr 



as drawen a 
his favour hai 
vanced, and who at the day limited in their pasport 
retumEfd to the camp, That he had delivered unto mai 
them ') Mandates of an ambiguous and duple construi 
such as might seeme to sound the mindes of everie on 
soUicite them to rebellion. Of which suspition being 
fied by Augustus, bee never rested to call for, and i 
to have some one of any degree and order what t 
observe all his deedes and words. 
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He neglected also his wonted exercises of hoi 
armour : yea, and having laid by the habite* of his 4 
Countrie, hee betooke himaelfe to a clokeand slippers' 
such a state and condition as this, continued hee olmofi 
yecres throughout, more dispised and hatefull event 
then other: insomuch as the Meniansians overthi " 
Images and statues : and upon a time, at a cert 
where familiar friends were met together (by occ 
mention was made of him,) there was one stood i 
promised Caius, That in ease he did but command an 
the word, he would immediatly sayle to Rhodes and 
unto him the head of that exiled person : for so wa 
commonly called. And chiefly upon this which was | 
bare feare, but plain perill, enforced he was by mosfc< 
prayers not onely of his owne but also of his mot 
require and seeke for to retunie : which he obtained a| 
with the helpe somewhat of good fortune. Augusl 
fully set downe with himselfe to resolve upon not) 
touching that point, but with the wil and good likio) 
elder sonne * : now was he, as it happened at that tini 
offended and displeased with M. Lollius, but to hia 
in law* (Tiberius) well affected, and easie to be 
intreated. By the permission therefore and good 

' Or of his friends. ' The gownc. ' Panlofles or coi . 

after the greckbh fashion. * Caiiu, hia nephew ot daugbt«) 
' His mothers husbatid. 
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Caius called home he was ; but with this condition, That he TIBERIUS ^ 
should not meddle one Jote in the affaires of State. -?*i^^R, 

14 
Thus in the 8 yeare after his departure, returned he full a.u.i 
of great hopes and nothing doubtfull of future fortunes, 
which he had conceived as well by Strang sights, as also by 
predictions and prophesies even from his very birth. For 
Livia whiles she went with child of him, among many and 
sundrie experiments which she made, and signes that she 
observed (and all to know whether shoe should bring forth 
a man child or no .■•) tooke closely an egge from under an 
hen that was sitting, and kept it warme sometime in her 
owne, otherwhiles in her womens hands by tumes one after 
another, so long, untill there was hatched a cock-chicken 
with a notable combe upon the head. And when he was 
but a very babe, Scribonius tlie Astrologer gave out and 
warranted great matters of him, and namely. That he 
should one day raigne as Monarch, hut yet without the 
royall Ensignes^. For as yet, ye must wote, the soveraignc 
power of the Casara was unknowne. Also, as he entred into 
his first expedition, and led an armie into Syria, through 
Macedonie : it chaunced that the consecrated Altars of the 
victorious Legions* in time past at Philippi shone out 
sodainely of themselves all on a light fire^ And soone 
after, when in his journey towarde lUyricum he went to 
the Oracle of Geryon ncre unto Padua, and drew forth his 
lotte, whereby he was advised that for counsell and resolu- 
tion in such particulars as he required after, he should throw 
golden dies*" into the fountaine Aponus, it fell out so that 
the dies thus cast by him shewed the greatest number': and 
even at this verie day these dies are scene under the water. 
Some fewe dayes likewise before he was sent for home, an 
iEgle, (never seene afore time at Rhodes) perched upon the 
very top and ridge of his house : and the verie day before 
he had intelligence given him of his retume, as he was 



i. The Diode mc. 
Ami cv Suiduclii ipiibx 
^Ot CockaJs, lalm. ' Vei 



1 the fire was taken from Uicm. 
II Cous, which is the best chance. 
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TIBERIUS changing his apparell, his shirt was secne on fire, 
NERO also the Astrologer ^, whom for his great profesdoL 
C^SAR dome and cunning he had taken into his house to t| 
companie, he made then most triall of; namely, ' 
kenning a ship a farre of, he affirmed, That jo; 
was comming, whereas at the verie same i 
walked togither Tiberius was fully purposed to I 
him headlong downe into the sea, as being a false 
(for that things fell out untowardty and < 
former predictions) and one besides who chaunct. 
most part to bee privie unto him of all bis secreta.)! 

15 
Being returned to Rome, and ha^^ng brought hit 
DrusuB solemnly into the Forum *, he remooved imm 
out of Carina and the house of Pompeius' unto Ew 
and the Hort-yards of Miecenas: where he gave h 
wholly to quietncsse performing private duties one 
not medling at all in publike offices. After that 
and Lucius were dead within the compasse of S y< 
he together with their brother M. Agrippa was adop; 
Augustus, but compelled first himsclfe to adopt Grerm 
his brothers sonne. Neither did he ought afterwards 
housholder", nor retained one jote of that right wh 
had forgon by his adoption. For, he gave no donatio 
manumised no person : nor yet made ijenefite of any in 
ance or legacies' otherwise tlien in the nature of Pcctd 
and so he did put them downe in his booke of receits. 
from that time forward was there nothing pretermitti 
the augmentation of his state and Majestie : and much 
after that Agrippa once was in disfavour and sent a 
wherby the world tooke knowledge for certaine, tha 
hope of succession rested onely in him, 

' Which brogbt ihe messenger of his returae. " There lo com 
and shevre the hrst proofe of pleading it Barie. ' Which was in the 
Carina. ' Or Eiquiila, an other slreele in Rome. ° 0( a 

rather : by Velleius and Ko, and as himselfe halh wiitten in Auj 
• One that was lui juris. ' Falling unlo him by the Testaments 
CriendcB. 'Astocke given and granted unto one by him under 
tnition he is, be hee father or maister, 
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Nowc was the Trihunitian Authoritie conferred ft second 
time uppon him, and that for the terme of 5 yeeres; the 
hoDorable charge and commission likewise, for to pacifie the 
State of Gcrroanie was assigned unto him : and the Parthian 
Embossadours, after they had declared their message at 
Rome unto Augustus, were commanded to repaire unto him 
atso into his province '. But upon the newcs that Illyncum 
revolted, he remooved from thence to the charge of a new 
warre*, which, being of all foraine warres the most dangerous 
since those with the Carthaginians, he menaged with the 
power of 15 Legions, and equal forces of Auxiliaries, for 
the space of 3 yeares in great extreraitie of ail things, but 
especially in exceeding scarcetie of Come, And notwith- 
standing that he was oftentimes revoked from this service, 
yet persisted he unto the end, fearing least the enemie so 
neere a neighbour and so puissant with all, should make 
head and come upon them, if they first did quit the place 
and retire. And verily, passing well paied and rewarded 
was hee for this perseverance of his, as having thereby 
fully subdued and brought under his subjection all Dlirjcum 
as fiirre as reaclieth and spreadeth betweene Italic, the King- 
dome of Noricum, Thracia, and Macedonie : betweene the 
Iver Danubius also and the gulfe of the Adriaticke sea. 
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Which glorious exploit of his was yet more amplified and 
encreased by the opportunJtie of an occurrcnt that fell 
betweene. For, ahout the verie same time Quintilius Vanis 
together with 3 Legions was overtbrowne and defaited in 
Germanic : and no man made any doubt, but that the 
Germaines following the traine of this their victorie, would 
havejoyned with Pannonia in case Illyricum had not heene 
subdued before. For these his noble Acts, a triumph with 
many great honours was decreed for him : some also de- 
livered their sentence, that he should be sumamed Pan- 
; others would have had the addition of Invincible: 
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TIBERIUS and some againc of Pius, in his style. But as touch 
NERO su,-!] Bumame, Augustus interposed his negative voj 
CJaAR aiising and undertaking in his behalfe, that lie i* 
contented with that ', which he was to assume aj 
death. As for the Triumph, himselfe did put it i 
a further day, by occasion that the whole state ' at 
for the overthrow and losse above saide of Varus : 
thelesse, he entred the City in his rich Prsetexta 
brodred purple Robe, with a chaplet of lawrell ii\ 
head: and so mounted up to the Tribunall erec 
him in the Scpta"^, whiles the Senate stoode to give ■ 
ance: and there, together with Augustus, in th 
betweene the two Consuls hee tooke his place i 
downe. From whence, after he had saluted the pe«^ 
was houourably conducted round about all the Temp 

18 
The next yeere following, being returned into Ga 
when hee perceived that the Varian defeature at 
banned through the rashnossc and negligence of the' 
rail, he did nothing at all without the opinion of his Ci 
of warre. And whereas hoe had used also before to 
upon his owne bothom, and to rest in hii^ selfe-judd 
alone, then, contrary to his manner hee confer- .kI withv 
as touching the menagement of the warre: yea, q 
shewed more care and precisenesse in every point tb 
wont was afore-time. Being about to passe over the ] 
all his provision of victuals strictly reduced to a L 
rate ana stint, hee would not sena over the water 
he had considered (standing upon the very banke 
river) the lode of every Waggon, that no cariages roig' 
discharged or unloaden ', but such as were by him i 
and thought necessary. When hee was once on tV 
side of Rhene this course and order of life he held : 
to sit uppon a bare banke of turfe, and so to eate his n 
to lie abroad all night, and take his rest oftentimes y ' 
tent ; to deliver all directions for the day following, i 
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what suddainc service or businesse was to bee enjoyned, TtBERH 
by writing ; with this caveat and admonition, That where- ^^"-l?. 
of any mail doubted, hee should repaire unto him at all 
houres of the night, and seeke for no other eNpositour but 
himselfe. 

19 
Martiall discipline he required most sharply, bringing 
againe into use and execution certaiut; kindes of chastise- 
ments and ignominious disgraces which bad beene used in 
auncicnt times : in so much, as he branded with open shame 
the Lieutenant of a Legion, for sending a few Souldiours 
with bis owne freed-raan over the other side of the river a 
hunting. As for battailes, albeit hee did put as little as 
might be upon the hazard of Fortune and chaunce : yet 
eiitred he upon them with much more resolution, so often as 
whiles hee watched or studied by a candle, the light sud- 
dainly fell downe and went out, when no body forced it : 
trustmg confidently (as hee said) upon this sigiie, which 
both hee and all his Auncestors had tried and found to be 
infallible during all their warlike conducts and regiments. 
But howsoever hee sped well and had good successc in this 
■ province, he escaped very faire that hee had not beene 
T lulled by a certaine Rhutene ' *, who being among those that 
I Were next about his person, and detected by his timorous 
Lgesture, was apprehended, and with torture forced to con- 
Ffesse bis prepensed de^ignment. 



Being after two yeeres returned out of Germanie to Rome, 
^hee rode in that triumph which he had diff'erred, accom- 
F,|ianicd with his Lieutenants, for whom he had obtained 
K'triumpball ornaments \ And ere hee turned into the Capi- 
■ ^U hee alighted from his Chariot, and howcd himselfe to 
the knees of his Father *, sitting then before him as Presi- 
dent, A Captaine and Commaunder of Pannonia named 
Baton, hee rewarded first, with exceeding great Presents, and 
then remoovsd him to Ravenna, in thankfull requitall for 
' W Kkuttna yuadam. ' Augustus Ccesar, 
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sufTcring him upon a time, when with his Annie hee] 
enclosed within the streights, to passe Forward and < 
After this, hee bestowed upon the people (of Re 
Golemne dinner, where they sate at a tnousand tables : ^ 
gave besides to them three thousand Sesterces a peece B" 
Congiaric. Hee dedicated also the temple of Cona 
likewise that of Pollux and Castor in his owne name and] 
brothers, all out of the spoile woone from the enemies. 
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7 vertue of ar 
Consuls, that hee should administer '' 
Prorinces jointly with Augustus : and likewise hold iLe 
generall review and muster of the people, hee had performed 
the same and finished it with a solenme purging called 
Litstnim, hee tooke his journey into Illyricum. And bein^ 
•- 767- incontinently called baclce out of the very way, he came and 
found Augustus dangerously sicke, howbeit yet breathing 
and alive : with whom he continued in secret talke, one 
whole day, I wote well, it is commonly received anil 
beleeved, that when Tiberius after private conference was 
gone forth, these words of Augustus were over heard by the 
Chamberlaines : Miserum populum Romanuvt, qni siib lam 
lentis maxillis rrit .- ' O unhappie people of Home, that shall 
be under such a slow paire of chawes".' Neither am I 
ignorant of this also, that some have written and reported 
of Augustus, how openly and in plaine termea without dis- 
simuling, hee disliked his churlish behaviour and harsh- 
nesse of manners so much, as divers times being in pleasant 
discourse and mcry talke, he would breake-of when Tiberius 
came m place : howbeit, overcome by his wives intreaty and 
earnest praier he refused not to adopt him ; or rather wai 
induced so to doe, upon an ambitious humor and conceite of 
his owne, that leaving such a successour, himselfe might 
another day be more missed and wished for againe. ^ et 
cannot I be perswaded otherwise, but to thinke, that 
Augustus, a right circumspect, considerate and prudent 
Prince did nothing, especially in so weighty a businesse, 
hand over head and without advise : but having 1 
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weighed the vices and vertues of Tiberius, esteemed his TIBERIOSJ 
vertues of more worth : and namely seeing that both he ^^rfn T 
sware solemnly in a generall assembly of the people, That J 

hee adopted him for the good of the Common-weale'': and 
also commeudeth him in certaine Epistles for a most expert 
and martiall warriour, yea the onely Defender and Protectour 
of the people of Rome. Out of which, I have thought good 
to quote some places heere and there for example. ' Fare- 
well most sweet Tiberius, and God blesse your conduct and 
proceeding, warring as you doe for mee and the Muses ^.' 
Againe, 'O most pleasant, and (as I desire to bee happy) 
right valiant man, and accomplished Captaine, with all per- 
fections, adiew.' Also, ' As touching the order and manner 
of your Sommer-campe, for mine owne part verily, my 
Tiberius, I am of this mindo, That considering so many 
diOicultiefi and distresses : in regard also of so great sloatti 
and cowardifie of Soiildiours, no man in the world could per- 
forme the service better than you have done. And even 
they of your traine, who were with you doe all confesse, 
that this verse may be applied Htly unto you : 

Vuu» homo nobis vigilanilo rcatiluit rem". 

One man alone by watchfull sigLt 

Our tutt'ring state hath set upright 

And whether,'' quoth he, 'there fall out any occurrent to , 
be considered upon with more care and diligence, or whether 
I bee displeased and angry at any thing, 1 have a great missc, 
I assure you, of my Tiberius i and evermore that verse of 
Homer commeth into my remembrance : 

TovTOu 8' ecnriffifvoio, Ka\ ik vvplit aiSofiivoio 

Sitipo vooriinaiiuf, firt'i vipioiti toijaai '''. 

Whiles this man beares me company (bo well he doth for&^ee) 

We may ev'n out of flaming' fire rcturne, both I and hee. 

' When I hcarc say and read that you are weakened and 
growne leane with uncessant and continuall labour. God 
eonfoimd me, if my body doe not quake and tremble. I 
pray you therefore spare your selfc : least if it come to our 

'Efiai cat fUNnjais oi roTi ffoii, ■'. thy fiiends. * Iliadi'i. 
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■ Tiberius eares, that you are sickc, both I and your mother also die 
NERO for sorrow, and the people of Ilome beside, hazard the 
Empire. It makes no matter, whether I be in health or 
no, if you be not well'. The Gods I beseech, to preserve 
you for us and vouchsafe your health both now and ever, 
unlesse they hate the people of Rome to death." 

The death of Augustus hee divulged not abroad, befor* 
that young Agrippa was slaine. This Agrippa was killed 
by a militaric Tribune^ set and appointed to guard him, ao 
soone as hee had read the writ', whereby hee was cora- 
maunded to doe the dcede. This writ, whether Augustus 
left behind him when hee died, thereby to take away all 
matter that might minister tumult after his death : or 
whether Livia in the name of Augustus endited it, and that 
with the privity of Tiberius, or without his knowledge, it 
rcsteth doubtfull. Certaine it is, that when the saide Tribune 
brought him word, that the thing was dispatched which be 
had commaunded, he made answere. That he gave no sudi 
commaundement, and added moreover, lliat be sbotdi^ 
answere it before the Senate : declining no doubt tbe 
and hard conceit of men for the present : for within a 
after he buried the matter in silence. 



icb be 11 
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Having nowe assembled the Senate by vcrtue and authority 
of his Tribuneship ', and begun to make a speech' unto 
them by way of consolation ^ : all on a suddaine, as unable 
to maister his griefe, he fell into a fit of sighing and groan- 
ing : yea he wished, that not onely his voice, but his vitall 
breath also might faile him : and therewith gave the bookc 
unto his Sonne Drusus to read it out. After this, when the 
last will or testament of Augustus was brought in, and none 
of the witnesses admitted to come in place, but those onely 
who were of Senatours degree, the rest standing without 

' .S'l /ii ntti valtbi; : or, li lu mode valtbis, L So you conliDue w^ 
'^ Colonel. ^ Oi warnmt. * Which bee bad penned, * Foi tlie 
death of Auguslus. 
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the Curia and there acknowledging their hands and seales, TIBERIU 
hee caused it to be read and pronounced by his freed man. NERO , 
The will began in this manner: 'For as much as sinister 
fortune hath bereft me of Caius and Lucius, my sonnes, I 
will that Tiberius Ciesar be mine heire, in the one moity and 
a sixth part'.' By which very beginning, their suspition 
was augmented who thought thus, that seeing he forbare 
not after this sort to make Bis preface, hee ordained Tiberius 
to be his successour upon necessity, rather than any judge- 
ment and discretion. 

Albeit hee made no doubt to enter upon his imperiall 
government immediatly and to menage the same, and that 
by taking unto him a strong guard of Souldiours about his 
person, that is to say maine force and the very forme of 
absolute rule and dominion : yet notwithstanding, he refused 
it a long time : and putting on a most impudent and 
shamlesse mind, one while he seemed to rebuke his friends 
that encouraged him thereto, as those who knew not, what 
a monstrous and untamed beast an Empire was: and other- 
whiles with ambiguous answerca and crafty delaies holding 
the Senate in suspence when they besought him to take it 
upon him, yea and humbly debased themselves before his 
knees : in so much as some of them having their patience 
moved therewith, could endure him no longer: and one 
among the rest in that tumult cried aloude, ' Let him either 
doe it at once, or else give over quite': and another openly 
to his face upbraided him in these words. Whereas other 
men be slacke in doing and performing that which they have 
promised, he was slacke in promising that which hcc did 
and performed. In the end, eis if forsooth he had heene 
compelled, and complaining withall, that there was imposed 
upon his shoulders a miserable and burdensome servitude, 
he tookc the Empire upon him : and yet no otherwise, than 
giving hope, that one day he would resigne it up. His very 
words are these, ' Untill I come unto that time, wherein yee 
may thinke it meete to give some rest unto mine aged yeeres,' 
' That is to say, in S parts of IwcIve, ai 2 third parts, 
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The cause of this holding of and delay that he madetl 
thefeare of imminent dangers on every side, in so muc* 
he would often say, Hee lield a Woolfe by the cares. „ 
there was one of Agrippaes slaves named Clemens, who | 
levied and gathered together no small power, for to ren 
his Maisters death: and L. Scrihonius Libo, a noble i 
secretly complotted sedition and rebellion ; yea, and a t 
fold mutinie of the Souldiours arose, in lllyricum ao^ 
Giermanie. Both the armies c«,lled hard upon him \ 
performance of many matters eictraordinarily : but ahd 
all, that they might have equall pay with the Pretoriaii 
souldiou^8^ And as for the Germanician ** souldiours, th^ 
verily refused him for their Prince and Soveraigne, as not aw 
them ordained: and with all their might and mainc ut^m 
Germanicus who then was their Generall to take upon him 
the government of the State, albeit he withstood and denied 
them stoutly. Fearing therefore the issue and danger of thi* 
occurrent most of all, he required for himselfe to have that 
part of the Common-weale in charge, which it should please 
the Senate to lay upon him : seeing that no man was suffi- 
cient to weld the whole, unlesse he had another or manT 
assistants rather joyned with him. Hee feigned himselfe 
also to be sickly, to the end that Germanicus might with the 
better will and more patience abide in expectance either of 
speedy succession after him, or at least waies of fellowship in 
the Empire with him. Well, after hee had appeased those 
mutinies, Clemens likewise by a fraudulent wile he over- 
raught, and brought to his devotion. As for Libo, because 
he would not be thought at his entrance newly into the 
Empire for to proceede rigorously, two yeeres after and not 
before he charged and reproved him before the Senate, con- 
tenting himselfe all that meane space to beware of him 
onely, and to stand upon his guard. For, as the said libo 
was together with him among other Pontifices sacriliciog, 
hee tooke order, that in steed of the (yron) cleaver, 
there should be closely laid for him a chopping- knife of 
lead ; and when the same Libo requested upor 

192 



TWELVE CAESARS 

have secret talke and conference with him, he would not 
graunt it, without his sonne Dritsus might be by : and io 
long as he walked up and down? with Libo, he seemed to 
leane upon his hand; and so, held it sure enough all the 
while untill their communication was ended. 
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But being once delivered from this feare he caried himselfe 
at the beginning very orderly and after a civill sort, yea 
and somewhat under the port of a private person*. Of 
very many dignities and those right honourable, which by 
publique decree were presented unto him, he accepted but 
few, and those of the meanest kind. Plis birth -day- mind, 
falling out in the time of the Plebeian games and plaies 
exhibited in the Cirque", hee hardly would suffer to be cele- 
brated and honoured so much as with the addition extra- 
ordinarily of one chariot drawne with two Stcedes. Hee 
forbad expresly, any temples, Flamina or, Priests to be 
ordained for him, yea and the erection of Statues and 
images in his honour, without his leave and permission : the 
which ranne with this onely clause and condition. That they 
should not be set up among the images of the Gods, but stand 
with other ornaments of the house. Hee prohibited also by 
his negative voice the solemne oath of observing and keeping 
his Acts inviolably: as also to call the moneth September*, 
Tiberius; or October^, Livius. ITie forename also in his 
stile of Imperator ^ ; the surname likewise of Pater Patria: : 
as also a Civick Coronet" at the fore gate or porch of his 
Palace he refused. Nay, the very name of Augustus, hcerc- 
ditarie though it were, he would not put as an addition to 
any of his Epistles, but those onely which he sent unto 
Kings and great Potentates. Neither bare hee more than 
three Consulships : the first but a few dayes ; the second 
three moneths ; the third in his abseoce no longer than unto 
the Ides of May*. 

' Paula miHus quam firivaliim tgit : or, little .better Ihan the port, etc. 
1' Ot Novetnber rathei, for in it hee was Imm, of his own name. ' Or 
^ -ptember, of his molhcrs. * From the Calends or Rrsl doiy of January Io 
le IS of May. 
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Hee detested flattery and obsequious complements so 
much, as that hee would admit uo Senatour to his Licter 
side either by way of dutiful attendance, or otherwise about 
any buainesse whatsoever. When a certaine Consulare' 
person was about to make satisfaction unto him, and humblj 
to entreate and crave pardon by a reverent touching of his 
knees, he started and fled from him so, as hee felt therewith 
and lay along upon his backed Yea, and that which more 
is, if in any talke or continued speech there passed words <rf 
him smeiUng of flatterie, hee would not sticke to interrupt 
the speaker, to checke him, and presently to alter and correct 
such termes. One there was who called him DominuJi, that 
is, Sir^but hee gave him warning not to name him am 
more by way of contumely. Another chaunced to say, Hu 
sacred businesses: and a third againe. That he went into 
the Senate, aiwtore se, i. by his warrant or aucthoritie. Hee 
caused them both to change those words, and for auctore to 
say Sua-ion; that is, by his advise and counsell : and in 
steede of Sacred, to put in, Laborious and painfull. 



Moreover, against railing taunts, bad reports and rumours 
as also slaunderous libels, verses and songs cast out either 
of himselfe or those about him, he stoode so flrme and 
patient, na that ever and anoue he would give out. That in 
a free state, folke ought to have both tongue and thought 
free. And when upon a time the Senate called earnestly 
unto him, Ttiat sucn crimes, and the offenders themselves, 
might be brought judicially into question ; ' Wee have not,' 
ijuoth hee, ' so much leasure as to entangle our selves in 
many aSaires. If yee open this window once, yce will sufler 
nothing else to be done : for under pretence heereof yee shall 
have the quarrels of every man preferred unto you *.' There 
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a besides a {>assing civill Apophthegme ' of his extant which TIBERIUS I 
lee uttered in the Senate. ' If so be,' quoth he, ' that hce ^^S^, 
peake otherwise of mee than well, I will endeavour to give 
in account of my deedes aud wordes, but in case hee continue 
o still, I will hate him for it againe.' 



And these things were so much the more remarqueahle in 
him, for that in speaking to them either one by one severally *, 
or to all at once in generall, yea and in reverencing them, 
himselfe exceeded in a manner the measure of all humanity. 
When he dissented one day in opinion from Q, Haterius m 
the Senate: 'Pardon mee, I beseech you,' quoth hee, 'if I 
as a Scnatour shall speakc ought over-frankly against you': 
and then directing his speech unto the whole house : ' Both 
nowe,' quuth hee, ' and many times else, my Lords, this hath 
oeene my saying, That a good and gracious Prince, whom 
yce have invested in so great and so ausolute a power, ought 
to serve the Senate and all the Citizens generally : often 
times also, yea and for the most part, every of them par- 
ticularly. Neither repent I that I have so said, for I have 
ever found you, and doe so still to be my good, my gracious 
and favourable Lords.' 

30 
Furthermore, he brought in a certainc shew of the common 
Libertie, by preserving entier for the Senate and Magistrates, 
both their auncient majestie and also their authority : neither 
was there any matter so small or so great, pertaining to pub- 
lique or private affaires, but proposed it was at the Counsell- 
table before the Senatours : as namely, about Tributes, 
Customes and Revenewes of the State : of Monopolies : of 
building and repairing any publique works : of enrolling or 
discharging Souldiours: of setting downe the number as 
well of Legions as of auxiliarie forces. Finally, who should 
have their place of commaund and government continued 
by a new commission : or take the charge of extraordinary 

''Such as might bcsecine one CiticcD to spcokc of anothei , and not a Prince 
1 of his Eubjecu. ' >. The Senalouis. 
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VTBKRIUS waires : as also what, and in what forme they thought H 

I ^^^^ to write againe, and to answere letters sent bv Kios 
certaine Captaine over a comet • of horse-men, being at 
for an outrage and for robberie, he compelled to mai 

^^^_ answere before the Senate ^ Hee never entred the 

^^^L but alone. And l>eing one time hrought in sicke i 

^^^1 his litter, he caused all his traine and company to void 

^^^H That some Decrees were enacted against bis mind 

^^^H sentence, hee never once complained, nor found bin 

^^^H grieved. Notwithstanding hee opined, that Magisl 

^^^1 appointed to any charge, ought not to bee absent ; t 

^^^1 end that by their presence they might the better i] 

^^^1 their function and calling : yet one I*retour elect, obb 

^^^H the favour of a free embasss^ ^ '. Againe, when he ai] 

^^^H in the Otriculunes* behalte a graunt, that they n 

^^^H bestowe the money in paving a cawsie or high-way, « 

^^^H was by Icgacie given to the building of a new Theater! 

^^^1 could not prevaite but that the will of the Testator d| 

^^H stand and be fullilled. When it fortuned upon a time, 

^^^1 an Act of the Senate should passe by going to a sid^ 

^^^^ himselfe went over to the other part where the fein 

^^^H number were, there was not one that followed him. C 

^^^H matters also were handled and debated by the Magist] 

^^^H and the ordinarie course of lawe, and not otherwise : wt 

^^^H in the Consub bare so great sway and authority, thai; 

^^^H taine Embassadors out of Africk repaired unto theng 

^^^H dispatch, as complaining that they were put-of and delj 

^^^H by Cssar unto whom they had heene sent. And no mcrq 

^^^H for evident it was, that himselfe also would arise up ^ 

^^^H the saide Consuls and give them the way. I 

^^^H Hee rebuked Generalls of Armies even such as had h 

^^^^^ Consuls for not writing unto the Senate of their i 

^^^^H > Oi wing. ' Whureas by course he ehold bavc bad his uitUl I 

^^^^H th« Lord General, tx piiace himadfe. * Libtram legali 
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exploites : also for consulting with him and asking his TIBERID8 I 
advise as touching the graunt of militarie gifts ^, as if it ^f^"" 
lay not in their owne power to give and dispose all. Hee 
commended a Pretour for bringing uppe againe the auncient 
custome, in the entraunce of his government, to make an 
honourable mention and rehersall of his Auncestours before 
a frequent assembly of the people. The funerall obsequies 
of certaine Noble personages, he accompanied with the 
common multitude to the very fire". The like moderation 
he shewed in meaner persons and matters both. When bee 
had called foorth unto him the Magistrates of the Rhodians, 
for delivering unto liim publike letters from the State with- 
out the due subscription'', he gave them not so much as 
one hard worde but onely commanded them to subscribe 
and sent them away. Diogenes the professed Grammarian, 
who was wont to dispute* and discourse at Rhodes every 
Sabltath \ had put him backe and would not admit him into 
his schoolc comming of purpose extraordinarily to here him, 
but by his page posted him of untill the 7 day. Nowe when 
the same Diogenes stood waiting before his gate at Rome 
to doe his dutie and to salute him, he quit him no otherwise 
than thus, namely by warning him to repaire thither againe 
7 yeares after. When the presidentes and govemoiirs abroad 
gave him counsell to burden the provinces with heavie 
tributes and taxes he wrote backe unto them. That it 
was the part of a good ahepheard to sheare his sheepc 
and not to slay them. 



By little and little he put himselfe forth and shewed his 
princely majesty; how ever for a long time, in some variety, 
yet for the most part, rather mild and gratious than other- 
wise, and more inclined to the good of the common wealth : 
and at the first, thus far forth onely interposed he his 
absolute power and inhibition, That nothing should be 
done unjustly*. Therfore he both repealed certaine con- 
stitutiong of the Senate, and also very often, when the 

' As collars, Chcincs, spearcs, cliaplcls, i:Ic. ' Oi tcadc a lectiUE. 
■ Once a week« or eveiy 7 day. * Beside Ihe rule o( law. 
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IBERIOa Magistrates were sitting judjciallv upon the Bench, t 

I^^RO matters, he would offer himselfe to joyne as it 

C.XSAR counsell, and to be assistant with them, or else j' 

apinst them in the fore part (of the Tribunall). 

the rumour went that any defendant were like bi 

to escape eleere, all on a sodaine, he would he « 

and cither on the ground below, or else from the T 

[ scat of the L, chiefe Justice », put the other Judges oi 

I in mind of the lawes, of their conscience and religi 

I of the crime whereupon they sat. Also if any thj' 

amtsse and faultie in the publike ordinances and i 

I of the Cittie, forlet by occasion of idlenesse or U 

I through evill custome, he undertooke to reforme the 



He abridged and restrained the expense of Stagil 
and games' exhibited unto the pcnple. hv cutting 
the wages paied to Actours uppon the stage, and re 
the couples of sword fencers to a certaine number. 
Corinthian vessels and manufactures grew to an exc 
high rate, and that three barbels were sold for 
sesterces, he grievously complained, and gave his oj 
that there should be a gage set, and a mediocritie k 
houshold furniture: as also that the price of victu 
open market should be ordred yeerly at the discreb 
the Senate, with a charge given unto the .^^iles J 
inhibitc victualling houses, tavemes, and thus farre fi 
as they should not suffer any pastry-workes to be se 
to sale " : and to the end, that by his owne example 
he might put forward the publike frugalitie, himselfe i 
solemne and festivall suppers caused oftentimes to be s 
up to the bord, Viands dressed the day before and 
halfe eaten alreadie, saying, That the side of a wild 
had in it all the same that the whole. He forbad exprt 
by an Edict, the usuall and daily kisses commonly givei 
taken : likewise the intercourse of new yeares gifts se 
and fro : namely, that it should not continue aftei 
' Ofsword-f«ncc». 
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Calends of Januarie. He had wont to bestow for his part TIBERIUS ] 
a new yearcs gift foure fold worth that which he received, NERO 
and to give the same with his onne hand : but being offended 
that a whole moncth together hee was in his other affaires 
troubled with such as had not beene with him, nor felt Ms 
liberalitic uppon the verie feast, hee never gave any againe 
after the saide day. 

35 
Wives of leawd and dishonest life, if ther wanted accusers 
to call them publikely into question, his advise and sentence 
was, that their next kinsfolke should, viore maiorum ', agree 
together in common, for to chastice and punish. He dis- 
pensed with a gentleman of Rome for hia oath {who had 
Hworne before, never to divorce his wife) and gave him leave 
to put her away, being taken in adulterie with her sonne in 
law*. Certaine women infamous for whoredome and filthi- 
nesse, began to professe before the ^diles bawderie : to the 
ende, that having by this base trade and occupation lost the 
right priviledge and dignitie of matrones, they might delude 
the lawes* and avoide the penalties thereof. Serablably, 
out of the youth of both degrees *, the leawdest spendthrifts 
of all other, because they would not be liable to an Act of 
the Senate in that behalfe, for performing their parts in 
acting upon the stage, or their devoir within the lists ^, 
wilfully underwent the ignominious note of infamie*. But, 
as well them, as those light women aforesaid he banished 
all : that none ever after should by such delusion of the law 
seeke evasion. He tooke from a Senatour his robe ', after 
he knew once, that just before the Calends of Julie" hee 
remooved out of his dwelling house into certaine Hort- 
yardes and gardens", to the end that when the said day 
was past, be might take his house againe within the CitJe 
at a lower rent. Another he deprived of his Questureship 



' Accoirling to the monei and custome of their aancestours. * That 
married her daughter. • Juiue, etc., de Adutleriil. * As wdl Senatouia 
a gentlemen. ' In sward-fight at the shame. * By committing some 
leawd parts. ' He iIcpKved uim from his Seoatours plncc. * without 
the Ciltie. 
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(ERIUS for that having (as it were) by lotterie, chosen and 
fEKO a wife the one day, he dismissed her on another '. 
ESAR ^ 

36 
All foraine ceremonies in Religion : the Xgypti 
and the Jewish rites he prohibited : compelling the 
were given to that Superstition*, for to burne a 
religious vestimenta : the instruments likewise and fi 
what soever thereto belonging. The serviceable yi 
the Jewes, under colour of a militarie oth he se 
sundrie provinces which were in a pestilent and unht 
aire above others': the rest of that Nation or such , 
addicted to the like religion, he banished out of 
upon (Kline of perpetuall bondage if they obeyed do 
expelled also Astrologers: but upon their ernest is 
and promise to give over the practise gf that j' 
mitted them there to remaine. 
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A speeiall care he had to keepe the peace, and to p 
the state from outrages and robberies, as also from lice 
mutinies and seditions. The set guards and garisi 
soldiers, hee disposed tliicker than the wonted mannf 
throughout all Italie, Hee ordained a standing ( 
at Rome^ wherein the Pnetorian Cohorts wandering u 
downc before that time and dispersed in diverse Inm 
Hostclries, might be received. All Insurrections o 
people he punished most sharply ; hee touke likewise 
paines to prevent such commotions. There happened 
some discord and variance to be a murder committed i 
Theatre : but the principal heads of the faction, as ah 
actours themselves for whose sake the quarrel and fray b 
he exiled : neither could he ever be brought for any p 
and intreatie of the people to revoke and restore t 
When the Commons of Pollentia would not suffer the 
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corps of a certaine principall Ccsturian to be carried with TIBERIDS J 
funerall obsequies out of their market place, before they had NERO 
forcibly extorted out of his heires hanas a peece of money to 
the setting out of a game of Fencers with unrebated swords, 
he tooke one Cohort from Rome, and another out of K. 
Cotius^ Kingdome, dissimuling the cause of this journey, 
and sodainely discovering their armes and weapons which 
they closely carried, and giving alarum with sound of trum- 
pets, all at once he put them into the Towne with banner 
displayed at sundne gates and so cast into perpetuall prison 
the greater part of the Commons and Decurions^. The 
priviledge and custome of Sanctuaries, where ever they 
were, he abolished. The Cyzicenes who had committed some 
notorious out-rage and violence upon Komaine Citizens, he 
deprived generally of their freedom, which in the warre 
against Mithridates they had by their good service gotten. 
The rebellions of enemies he repressed : not undertaking 
therefore, any expedition afterwards himselfe, but by his 
lieutenant onely ; and not by them verily without lingring 
dclayes, and driven thereto of necessitie. Kings that re- 
belliously tooke armes, or were suspected to breake out, 
hce kept downe with throats rather and complaints, than 
otherwise by force and open hostilitie. Some of them, 
wliome hee had trained out of their owne llealmes unto 
him with faire words and large promises hee never sent 
home againe: as by name Maralmduus the Gerniainc, 
Thrasypolis a Thracian: and Archelaus the Cappadocian, 
whose kingdome also he reduced into the forme of a 
ivince. 
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^^Lfor two yeares together after he came unto the Empire, 

^^Hfe never set foote once out of Rome gates. And the time 

^^^■uing, hee absented not himselfe in no place unlcsse it were 

^^y townes neere adjoyning, or as farre as Antium when he 

travailed farthest : and that was verie scldome and for a few 

dayes : albeit he promised and pronounced openly oftentimes 

that bee would visitc the provmcesabo and armies abroade: 

' A pelic king about the Alpes. '' Scnatours, or Aldcnncn. 
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VTIBERIUS the govcmcmcnt of the province Siria : uppon the other ha 
NERO conferred the Provostship of Rome, professing even in all 
his letters and nntings, That they were most pleasaot com- 
panions and friends at all assaies. To Sex. Claudius ' a 
SCMX fomicatour and prodigal dingthrift, who had in timts 
past been by Augustus put to igoominic and shame, yea sod 
by himsclfe some fevfe dayes before rebuked before tb* 
Senate, be sent word, that hee would take a supper wiUi 
him : uppon this condition, that he altered nothing, nor left 
ought out of his ordinarie and customed manner : and namely, 
that wenches all naked should serve at the Table. He pre- 
ferred one to be a competitour for the Questorship, who «ai 
a most ba.se and obscure person, before others that weir 
right noble gentlemen : onely for carousing and drinking up 
at a banquet, a whole Ampnor*' of wine when he dnuike' 
unto him *. Unto Asellins Sabinus he gave SOOOOO Sesterces 
for a diologue of his making, in which he brought in a coin- 
bate or disputation, betwccnc the Mushrome, the Ficedula', 
the OLster, and the Thrush ''. To conclude, he instituted a 
new office, forsooth, a voluptatibus**, wherein he placed Priscitt 
a gentleman of Rome, and one who had beene Censor. 

43 
But during the time of his private abode in Caprea-, he 
devised a roome with seates and benches in it, even a place 
of purpose for his secret wanton lusts. To furnish it there 
were sought out and gathered from all parts, a number of 
yoimg drabbcs and stale Catamites, sorted together : such 
also as invented monstrous kinds of libidinous filthinesse, 
whom he termed .y/MHfria:.- who being in three rankes or rewes 
linked together should abuse and pollute one anotbeni l»odie 
Iiefore his face: that by the verie sight of them he might 
stirro up bis owne cold courage and fainting lust. Hce bad 
bed chambers besides, in many places, which he adorned 
with tables and petie puppets : representing in the one sort, 
most lascivious pictures, and in the other as wanton shapes 
and figures. He stored them likewise with the bookea of 

' Or Scstius GiiUus. ' Or tend 
ofncwc pleasures, etc. 
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Uephantis : that none might be to seeke for a. patterne of TIBERITJ& 1 
e semblable forme and fashion, in that beastly businesse NEBO 
tfomied in everie kind. He devised in the woods also 
I groves here and there, ccrtainc places for lecherie and 
JinereDiis Acts : wherein he had within caves and holow 
tckeii youthes of both sexes standing at receit readie pro- 
Itute, in habit of Faniskes and Nymphos; in so much as 
w men in open place, abusing the vulgar name of the 
nd, termed him usually, Caprineus^'. 

41 
He incurred yet the infamie of greater and more shame- 
1 filthinesse, such as may not well be named or heard, and 
mch lesse beleeved : to wit, that hee should trains up and 
ich fine boyes the tenderest and daintiest that might be 
d (whom he called his little fishes) to converse and play 
itweene his thighes as he was swimming, and pretily with 
ftigue and teeth seeme to make unto his secret parts, and 
Inere to nibble: whom likewise, as babes of good grouth 
and strength, howbeit as yet not weaned, he should set unto 
his privie member as unto the nipple of a breast, to sucke. 
Ann verily, both by nature and for his yeares, more prone 
he was and given to lust in this kind^ Therefore, whereas 
a certaine painted table of Parrasius making, (in which 
Atalanta yeldeth her month unto Meleager in that beastli- 
nesse) was given unto liim as a legacie: upon condition, 
that if he were ofTended with the argument or matter repre- 
sented therein, he might in lieu thereof receive a millian 
of Sesterces, hee not onely preferred the saide picture before 
such a summc of monie, but also dedicated it in his ownc 
bed-chamber. It is reported besides, that being at sacrifice 
upon a time, he casting a fansie to the beautifull and well 
favonred face of a youth and servitour as he carried before 
him the Censer^, coulde not containe, but immediatly and 
before tlie complements of sacrifice were well and fully 
performed, even there and then take him a side out of the 

Elacc and so abuse his bodie: and together with him a 
rother of his, the minstrel : yea and soone after, for that 
' Or Caprinicus : or Caproneus. ' /rrvmalio. ' Or incense pan. 
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TTBBRIUS the; twitted and upbraided one anottier for this ab( 
NERO act, he brake their legges both. 

45 
Moreover, in what sort he was wont to 
the very heads of women, and those nobly bona 
good reputation, appeared most evidently by th^ 
end of one dame named Mallonia. For when shed 
force brought unto his bed, and most resolutely, to] 
it, refused to suS'er any more, than naturally a woB 
to suffer : bee suborned certaine promoters falshlv t^ 
her : and evermore as she pleaded in her ownc de^cnd 
her still, whether she repented not yet of her Obd 
which bee followed so long, untiil at length shee i 
Court, made hast home to ber house, and there 
sclfe through with a «word^: after shee had o\ 
aloud reproched the sbagbaired and rammish o] 
with his filthv am! beastly mouth. WlierLipnn in 
entcrlude called, Alellankum Kj.'(idium, this infamo' 
sbamcfiiU Note, reeeived with exceeding great accori 
rife and currant abroade in everie mans mouth, Th 
oldc bucke-goat was licking the nature- of the dc 
females). 

46 
Being a very niggard of his purse, and one that 
part with nothing, he never maintained those of his 
in all bis journies and expeditions with any wages 
salaries', but found their mcate and victuals onely : ye) 
I needes say, that once out of his father in lawes Indu 
and bounty, he bestowed iippon them a peece of liben 
when having raunged them according to the worth 
of everie one into three rankes, he dealt among those < 
first 600000 sesterces : of the second 400000 : of the 
200000, j\Jid the same called he the companie *, not • 
friends but Gratorum^, i. of his thankfull favourits. 
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47 

All the whiles he was Emperour, neither built he any 
stately workes : (for the verie temple of Augustus^, and the 
recdification of Pompeius Theatre which onely and none else 
he had undertaken, after so many yeares he left unfinished) 
nor exhibited so much as one solemne shew unto the people : 
and at those which were by any other set out, he was very 
seldome present ; and all for feare least some thing should be 
demanded at his hands : and namely after that he was com- 
pelled once to manumise the Comiedian Actius^ Having 
releeved the want and povertie of some Senatours, because 
he would not helpe more of them, he denied to succour any 
other than those, who allcdged before the Senate good and 
just causes of their necessities. By which deede of his, he 
frighted the most part upon a modestie and bashfulnesse in 
them: and among the rest, one Ortahis, the nephew of 
Q. Hortensius the professed Oratour, who being of a very 
meane estate had begotten foure children, by the meanes 
and perswasion of Augustus ^ 

48 
As touching his publike munificence, he never shewed it 
but twice : once, wtien he purposed and published a free 
lone for 3 yeares of an hundred millians of Sesterces : and 
againe, when unto certaine Land-lords of faire houses and 
tenements, which situate upon mount Ceelius were con- 
sumed with fire, he restored the full price and worth of 
them. One of these Boones he was forced to grant, by 
reason that the people in great want of monie called ear- 
nestly for his helpe : what time as by vertue of an Act of 
Senate hee had ordained. That Usurers should lay out two 
(third) parts of their Stock* in lands, tenements and appur- 
tenances immoveable ^ ; the Debtoiirs likewise make present 
payment of two parts of their debts ; and yet the thing was 
not done and dispatched accordingly" : the other, for to miti- 

' At Rome. * An Actaui in a ComiEdic. ' He hitil maried a youog 
,rife upon hope of msJDieaance by vertue of the lawes Papia, Popptei, and 
' '■- • ^- Dalrimonie. ' T-- ■•■-->-- ->---■ '-'-■ - 
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' That (beibjr theii money might c 
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1BERIUS gate the greevousnesse of those heavie times '. 

NERO this (later) beneficence of his he so highly prise< 
commtiunded the name of Mount Cffilius to be cht 
e&Ued Augustus. The Legacies given by August 
last will unto the Souldiours being once publh 
never after bestowed any Largesse upon them : sa 
among those of the Prietonum^ hee dealt one 
Deniers a peece; in and to the Legions in Syria 
gifts for that they alone among all their £nsigni 
field honoured no image at all of Sejanus^ Mor 
made very seldome any discharges of olde Souldic 
expecting upon age their death, and by death ga 
some gaine and vantage. Neither succored he 
Provinces with his bountiful hand, except it were 
occasion that certainc Cities therein were by i 
overthroivne *, 
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Afterwards, and in processe of time he cavi 
wholly even to rapine and platnc pillage. It is for 
knowne, that Cn. Lcntulus the Augur, a man of ex 
great wealth, for very feare and anguish of mind was 
driven to a loathing and wearinesse of his owne life; 
his death to malce no other heire but himselfe. Ths 
Lepida likewise, a right noble Lady was condemned I 
to gratify Quirinus '', one that had beene Consult, but ] 
rich 'and childlesse* withall: who having before tii 
her away beeing his wedded wife, twenty yeeresaftei 
her judiciallv into <]uestion, and laid to her charge, tht 
agoe she haa l>ought and provided poison for to take 
bis life. Besides, as well knowne it is, that certaine } 
and Potentates of Gaule, Spaine, Syria and Greece, foi 
their estates upon so slight a slaunder and impudent 
tation, that against some nf them nought else waa ob 

' For then il wis that xx thousand wefe killed at Fldeney by Ihe ( 
Theater. ■ Publicala. ' Or Guard. * As of their GeneraU. 
■Ilowance of lands, fees oi yearely Pensions for (heir setvioe. 
Dumbei 12. Flin. lib. x, cap. 84 ; Euseb. Chi-onU. i], ' Her b 

* And Iheifore he hoped to be his heire. 
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but tilis, that they had part of their substante and weaJtIi TIBERIUS 1 
lying in money ' '': yea and that many Cities and private per- NERO 
suns lost their auiicient immunities and privi ledges, as also 
their right in mines and mottals. Tolls and customes : and 
linaily that Vonones a King of the Parthians who beeing 
driven out of his kingdome by his owne subjects, retired 
Iiioiselfe with an huge masse of Treasure into Antiochia, 
under the protection, as it were, of the people of Rome, was 
perfidiously stnpt out of all and killed. 

50 
The hatred that hee bare to his kinsfolke and neere Allies, 
hee bewraied, first in his brother Drusus by disclosing a 
letter of his : wherein hee dealt with him about compelling 
Augustus to restore the common Libertie : afterwards, in 
others also. As for his wife Julia, so farre was he from 
shewing any courtesie or kindnesse unto her when she stoode 
confined (which had bcene the least matter of a thousand) 
that whereas by an Ordinance of her fathers, shee was shut 
up within one Towne, hee gave straight order that shee 
should not steppe out of dores, and enjoy the Societie of 
people and worldlie commerce : nay, hee proceeded so farre, 
as tu bereave her of that little stocke and housholde-stuife 
which her Father allowed her : yea, and defrauded her of the 
yeerely Pension and exhibition for her maintenaunce : and 
all, forsooth, under a colour of common right and law, be- 
cause Augustus in his last will and testament had not ex- 
presly provided in this bchalfc. Being not able well to 
endure his mother Livia, as chalenging to her selfe equall 
part with him in power and authority, hee avoided both to 
keepe ordinary and daily company, and also to entertaine 
long speech or secret conference with her ; because hee might 
not be thought ruled and directed by her counsailes ; which 
otherwhiles notwithstanding he was wont both to stand in 
ncedc of, and also to use. Semblably, he tooke to the very 
heart the passing of this Act in the Senate, * That in his 
atile as he had the title, sonne of Augustus, so this addition 
should runne withall sonne of Livia.' And therefore it was. 



DD 



' More than by law they might. 
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Ill person among oii 
and souldiours ])oth, \ 
could, as her manner 



By these degrees he ) 
malice against her, hut 
report. iSlie liad heen \ 
to en role one in the Dcc\ 
free Denizen and Citi/en 
choose and admit the par 
condition, That she woulc 
annexed to the Jnstrumem 
graunt was by my mothe 
Whereat she highly displei 
out of her Closut and Cabin 
(written) unto her, as tone 
tollerable manners ; and tl 
tooke the matter so gree 
those writings so lon<i: bv 
dish so spitefully, that soi 
cause of his departure fnm 
space of three yeeres eomp 
absent and his mother livi 
that was no more thm> ' • 
same. ^ '^ 
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X selfe had given that order. Her will hce annulled, all her TIBERIIB 
[enda and faiiiiliars,cven those unto whom upon her death- NERO 3 

i she had committed the charge of her FuneralB, within a CiESAR j 
krt time he persecuted and plagued, yea and one of them, 
I vit, a worshipfuU Gentleman of Rome, he condemned to 

epump'. 



|0f his two sonnes, hee loved neither Drusus that was by 
tture, nor Germanicus by adoption, as a father should doe, 
I taking offence at the vices of the one^. For Drusus was 
I an effeminate minde; given to a loose and idle life, 
lerefore was not Tiberius so neeroly touched and grieved 
fc him beeing dead ; but presentlic after his funerall, returned 
|his ordinarie and accustomed businesse prohibiting vaca- 
I of Justice^ to continue any longer. Moreover, when 
! Iliensian Kmbassadours came somwhat with the latest 
:omfort him, he, (as if now by this time the memoric of 
p sorrow bad beene clcano wome ont,) scoffed at them and 
ide this answere, That hee likewise was sorie in their be- 
Ife for the losse they had of Hector, so noble and brave a 
[^tizen. As for Germanicus, ho depraved and disgraced him 
so, as that not onely he did extenuate and diminish all his 
worthy exploits as mere vaine and needlesse, but also blamed 
his most glorious victories, as daungerous and hurkfull to 
the Common -wealth. Also, for that without his advise, hee 
went unto Alexandria, (by occasion of an cxtreame and sud- 
daine famine) hee complained of him in the Senate : yea, 
and it is verily beleeved, he was the cause of his death, and 
used the meanes of Cn. Piso, Lieutenant of Syria ; who 
soone after beeing accused of this crime, would (as some 
thinke) have uttered abroad those directions and warrants 
that hee had so to doe : but that Sejanus secretly withstood 
it*. For which, Tiberius was oftentimes and in many places 

' Or wheele and buEkel : in Aulliam. Some read, in Amili4an, ot 
Antiryram.i. an lland t or else/a/uniaoitaditngeoD in the common prison. 
' Of Drusus. ' liulitinm, as the maner was in any mourofull time, 
• Ni Stianus surela ohlarlt: at. Nisi ea stcrela ebslaruHl, i. but that they 
were in secret delivered, and tfacrefore conld not lie proved, 
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I TIBERIUS much blamed^, and in the night season commonly called 
NERO upon with this crie and note, Reddf Germanicum^ i. ' Gitc 
us Germanicus againe.'' The suspition whereof hiinscUc 
afterwardes confirmed and made good, by afflicting in cnwli 
manner the wife also and children of the said GermaDicus. 
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53 
Furthermore, hia daughter in law^ Agrippina, for com- 
plaining over-boldly of him after the death of her husbanil. 
he tooke by the baud, and recited unto her a Greeke ver«* to 
this effect, ' If thou hast not soveraine Rule and Domiiutm,' 
quoth he, 'tbinkest thou prety daughter that thou art 
wronged?' and so vouchsafed her no speech at all after. 
Also, because upon a time, when shee durst not at supper 
tast of those appcls which he had reached unto her, he for- 
bare to invite her any more ; pretending, that she chargtd 
him with the crime of attempting her with poison : wheou 
in deede, it was of purpose plotted and packed aforebsnd, 
both that bimselfe should by the offring of such fruit tempt 
her, and she againe beware most present and assured deatk 
At the last, having untruly accused her, as if shee minded to 
flie one while to the Statue of Augustus, and another wlule 
to the Armies, bee confined and sent her away to the Isle 
Pandataria ; and as shee railed at him, bee by the hands of 
a Centurion with whipping and lashing her over the face 
struckc out one of her eyes. Againe, when as shee was fidls 
determined to pine her selfe to death : hec caused her mouth 
perforce to bee opened, and meato to l>e crammed into her 
throate : yea, and after that by continuance in this minde 
shee consumed quite away and died in the end, hec inveighed 
against her in most odious and reproachfull termes : having 
opined first in the senate, that her birth-day also should bee 
reckoned among the dismall and unlucky dayes. Further- 
more, he expected thankes, as for an high favour done unto 
her, in that bee strangled her not before with a cord, and so 

' Increfilttm: others read imcriptum, >'. This insctiptioa was in many 
places set upon his Statues. ' Geimonicus his adopted sonaes wife, and 
daughter to Agtippa and Julio. 
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pg her to the Gemt/niit' ' '', and in regard of such a singular TIBERIUS 1 
mencie as this, hee sufl'red a Decree to passe. That thankes J^JVJ, 
Kild hee given unto him, and a Present of Golde consecrated 
' D Jupiter Capitolinus. 



L Whereas by Germanicus he had three nephewes, Nero, 
rusus and Caius ; by Drusus one, to wit Tiberius, when he 
to left destitute and fatherlesseby the death of his children, 
3 two eldest sonnes of Germanicus, namely Nero and Drusus, 
Irecommended to the LL. of the Senate ; and celebrated 
s day of both their Commencements with giving a Con- 
rie* to the people. But no sooner understoode he, that 
ion New-yeeres-day there had heene publique vowes made 
I the Citie for their life also and preservation, but he gave 
B Senate to understand, That such honours ought not to 
■ conferred upon any persons, but those that were experi- 
1 and farre stept in yeeres. Thereby, having discovered 
e inward character and canker of his hart, from that day 
vard hee exposed them to the slaunders and imputations 
fall raen : when also, by sundry subtile devises hee had 
IDUght so, that they might bee both provoked to give 
ping taunts, and also beeing so provoked come to rais- 
icfe and destruction, he accused them in his letters, heaped 
t bitterly upon them hainous reproaches, caused them 
tbe judged enemies to the State, and so hunger-starved 
I to death ; Nero, within the Isle Pontia, and Drusus 
E the verv foote and bottome of Palatium. Men think 
it Nero was driven to worke his owne death *, what time 
I the Hangman *, as sent bv a warrant from the Senate, pre- 
vted unto him halters and hookes^ As for Drusus, kept 
I was from all foodc and sustenance: in so much as hee 
we the attempt to eate the very flockes that stuffed the 
ittrese ' whereupon hee lay : and the reliques ^ of them 
bth, were so dispersed and scattred abroade, that hardly 
ney could be ever gathered together. 

' Oi Largesse. • To famish his owne selfe wilfiillj. * Ot 
' To strangle him, and drag him in the S^ala GeiHOHia. 
' BoncB and ashes wliich wis done by him ofspigbl. 
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Over and above his oldo friends and familiars, hee hd 
demaunded twenty out of the number of the best and pri»- 
cipall Citizens, as Counsailours and Assistants unto him id 
publique affaires. Of all these, hee could hardJy shew 
twaine or three at the most alive : the rest, some for ok 
cause and some for another he brought to confusion and 
killed : among whom (with the calamity and overthrow of 
many more) was ^lius Sejanus, whom hee had to the 
highest place of authoritie advaunced, not so much for anT 
good will, as to be his instrument and right hand, by wbow 
ministerie and fraudulent practises he might circumvent the 
childrenof Germanicus, and soestablisheasbeire apparent in 
succession of the Empire the Nephew he had by Drusus, as 
his natural] sonne. 

66 

No milder was he one jote unto the Grceke Professoun 
and Artists, living and conversing daily with him, and in 
whom hee tooke most contentment. One of them named 
Zeno, as hee retisoned and discoursed very exactly ' of a 
(juestion he asked, What harsh dialect" that was, wherein 
he spake ? and when hee answered, It was the Dorick, he con- 
fined him for his labour into Cynaria, supposing that he 
twitted and reproached him for his olde vacation and absence 
from Rome because the Rhodians spake Dorick. Semblably, 
whereas his manner was out of his owne daily readings, to 
propound certaine questions as hee sate at supper : having 
intelligence, that Seleucus the Grammarian enquired dili- 
gently of his Ministers and Servitours, what Authors at any 
time hee had in hand, and so came prepared to assoile tht^ 
saide questions, first hee forbad him nis house and ordinarie 
Societie, afterwards hee forced him even to death. 
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His cruel], close and unpliable nature was not hidden, no 

not in his verie childhood ; the which Theodorus Gadaneus 
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bis teacher in Rhetorick, seemed both at first to forc-scc 
most wisely, and also to expressc and resemble as fitly, when 
bv way of chiding and rebuke hee called htm ever and anonc 
Pelon Hmmati Pephnramenon ,- *. clay ' soaked in bloud ^. 
But the same brake out and appeared somewhat more, when 
he became Emperour, at tlie very beginning : what time as 
yet he lay for to win the love and favour of men, with a pre- 
tence of civill moderation. A certaiiie BufFon* there was, 
who as a Funerall passed by, had willed the party whose 
body was carried forth, to report unto Augustus, That his 
Legacies were not yet payed and delivered, which hce had 
left for the Commons of Rome*. Him, he caused to be haled 
and brought unto his presence, to receive also the debt which 
was due : and then commaunded him to be led to execution, 
and so to relate the truth unto his father (Augustus). Not 
long after as he threatncd to send unto prison one Fompeius 
a Homaine Knight, for stoutly denying some thing;, hec 
assured him, That of a Pompeius he would make him a 
Pompeianus, glauncing by this bitter and biting taunt, 
both at the mans name and also at the old infortunity 
of that side \ 

58 
About the same time, when the Pretour came to know of 
bim, whether his pleasure was to holde the judiciail Assiites, 
as touching the case of Majestie ", or no ? he made answere. 
That the Lawes must have their course and be put in execu- 
tion : and in very truth he executed Ihem with extreame 
rigoiu". There was one who from the Statue of Augustus 
had taken away the head, for to set the same upon tlie 
Statue of another. Tlie matter was debated in the Senate : 
and becaase some doubt arose. Who did the deed .'' inquisition 
was made by torture. The party delinquent being condemned, 
this kind of Calumniation by little and little proceeded so 
farre, that such points as these also were made capitall crimes: 

1 Or tnirc. ' Clay so (emptied becommeth verie strong, lough and stiRe. 

A scoffing jester. * Eiato meriue, or e/are marine, i, with a loude voice 
called upon the dead maJi, etc. > The Tampciitni, thai took part with 
" mpeiui against Julius Cxsar. ' High treason. 
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namely, to have beatt-n a slave, about the image of A 
Item,if a man had shifted his apparcll'and put on otb 
(about the said Image). Item, to liave brought 
privie or brothclhouse lus image - imprinted either i 
or ring. Lastly, to have empaired any word or deal 
in the least creditc and reputation that might bee. 
dude, it cost one his life, for suffering in his owne 
honour to be decreed unto him, upon the same c 
they had in times post beene decreed for Augustus.! 
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Many ports besides under the colour of giai 
reformation, but rather in deede following the coun 
owiie nature, hee used to play, so cruelly and w 
rigour, that some there were, who in verses both u^ 
by way of reproach the calamities present, and al 
warning of the future miseries, in this manner : \ 

Asper et tmiuilit. JirfViter it* omnia ditam r 
Bispeream, si te mtiler amare potest. 
Harsh and unkind, (In briefe wilt tliou 1 should e&y all ?) tho 
God mc coafound, if mother thine van love thee in her hart. 
A'on M equen ; quare f hoji aunt tiH miliia centum ; 
Omnia si qua-ras : et likodoa e^ium est. 
No Knight thou art ; and why ? for hundred thousanda uone : 
(Search all) thou hast in store : aud now at Rhodes exil'd do'st 
Aurea mutasti Saturni seectila, C'cesar ; 
Incolumi nam te,ferTea semper eruut. 
Of Satumc King thou changed hast that age resembliog fcold. 
For while tliou, Ctesar, liv'st, the world of yron shall ever hold. 
Fastidil vinum quia iam sitil isle cruorem : 
Tarn bibit hunc aride, quam bibil ante merum. 
Wine doth he loath, because that now of bluud he hath a thirs 
He driiiketh that as greedily, as wine he did at first 

Aspice faticem sibi noti libi, Romule Sullam ; 

iSt JUarium, si tns, as/rice ; sed reducem. 
Nee ntm Antoni eivitia bella moventis : 

iVec semei in/ectas, agpice etcde mtmus. 
Et die, Roma peril. Regnabil sanguine muUo, 
Ad regnum qalsqitis venit ab exiiio '. 

' Fled ihithci for refuge as unto a Sanctuarie, or otherwise how i 
' Eithei of Tiberius or Augustus. Read Seneca de tetufitiis, lib. 3, 1 
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« Sulla, happy for himselfe, O Roniidua nDt for tliee : 
-d Marius, m case thou wilt, hut new returned, see ; 

e behold of AntAiiie thoKe hands in bloud embrew'd 
w, 1 meane of Antonie, who civill warres renew'd. 
n say, Hume goes to wrack. And he with blud-shed much wil raign 

to a Kingdom es-state is come, from bauishmeat againe. 

liich verses at first, he would have had to be taken and 
Dstrued as made by them who were impatient of any 
ionlly rule and absolute dominion at Uomc : and as if they 

1 beene framed and devised, not so much with any con- 
Uerate judgement, as upon Stomach and Choler. And 

rermore his saying was, Oderint dum probent, i. Let them 
kte mc, so long as they suffer my proceedings to passe, 
jot afterwards, even himselfe proved them to be very true 
3 most ccrtainc. 
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E Within few dayes after hee came to Capree, when a 
ndier-man, suddamly and unlooked for presented unto him 
B hee was in a secret place doing somewhat by himselfe) a 
irble of an extraordinary bignesse •, he caused his face to 
t rubbed all over with the same iish : as put in a fright, no 
pubt, for that from the backe side of that Hand, he had 
2 meanes thorough the rough thickets and by-wayes, to 
sepe and get unto him where he was. And when the poore 
jDow amid this punishment seemed to rejoyce yet, and said, 
k was happy that he had not offrcd unto him a lopstar also 
■hich he had caught) of an huge greatnesse, hee com- 
inded that his face should be grated and mangled like- 
wise with the said Lopstar, A Souldiour, one of his owne 
guard, for filching and stealing a Peacock out of an Orchard * 
he put to death. In a certaine journey that he made, the 
Licter wherein he was caried chaunced to be entangled and 
somewhat stayed with briars and brambles : whereupon a 
Centurion of the formost cohorts in the Vaward, that had in 
charge to try and cleere thee waies, he caused to be laid 
along upon the ground, and there he all to beat him^ untill 
he was well-neere dead. 



' Being slculy and having a couple of barbels, ' Qt garden 
i»d|rcl5 : which punishmcnl was cilled FiiUuaritim. 
I EE 
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Soone after, hee brake out into all kiodet 
one who never wauted matter to worke upon : 
the familiar fricndes anil acquaintance of liis c 
first, then, of his Ncphewea and daughter iii lHwe,« 
last of Sejanus : after whose death hee jrrewe to be ni< 
Whereby especially it appeared, that nimselff was J 
so much to be provoked and set on by Sejatius : as 
to sc^^■e his turne and feedc his humour, seeking a 
all occasions r howsoever in a ccrtaine commentarie ■ 
composed summarily and briefely of his owiie life , 
write thus much, That he executed Sejanus, bi^cauat 
found that hee raged furiously against the children 
manicus his sonnc. Of whom to say a truth, the o 
selfe murdred, after he had first suspected Sejanus, 
other, not before he had killed him. To prosecute 
ticular all his bloudie deedes would require a long ti 
shall suffice thi'R'fore to reherso in gfTieniH tlie jiatt 
it were and examples of his crueltie. There parsed n- 
over his head, no not so much as any festivall and r 
holieday, without execution and punishment of folke ' 
suffered even uppon Newyeares day. Accused and con 
there were many together, with their children, ai 
wives. Straight commaundement and warning waf 
that the nere kinsfolke of such persons as stood cont 
to die, should not moume and lament for them. £s] 
rewardes were by decree appointed for their accusers, 
whiles also for bare witnesses. No informer and pr 
was discredited, but his presentment taken. And 
crime and trespasse went for Capital!, and so was re 
were it but the speaking of a few simple words, Obji 
was against a Poet, that in a tragtedie hee had revil 
railed uppon Agamemnon ^ '' ; as also it was laide to i 
torians^ charge, for saying, that Brutus and Cassius 



' Quam Scianum giitertnii eicasioius . 
Caplaine and Generall of the Greekcs at Troye. ' A. Cremulius 
read Seneca Consolal. ad Marcum, ca]i. 2Z. * Who slew Julius C 
were accouinpteU Tyrannsclotwi. 
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e last of all the Romaiiis '. Presently were tho Authors and TIBElud 

liters punished, and their writings called in and aboUshed : NEROr 

Btwithstanding certaine yeares before they had beene re- 

* sd even in the hearing of Augustus, with his good liking 

I approbation. Some committed to ward, were deprived 

t onely of their Solace and comfort in studying, but also 

f the verie use of talking with others. Of such as were 

ted peremptorily by writ and processe to aunswere at the 

lire, some gave themselves (mortall) wounds at home in 

leir houses {as sure to be condemned, onely to avoyd tor- 

Iftnts and ignominy) others in the open face and raiddest 

fthe Court dranke poyson : and yet were they with their 

bunds hound up, and whites they yet panted betweene alive 

bd dead, haled away to prison. There was not one executed 

pthce wasthrowne also into the Gfmom(E,tmd drawne with 

e drag. In one day were there twentie^ so throwne and 

iawne : and among them boyes and women. As for young 

pies and maidens of unripe yeares, because by auncient 

i and tradition, unlawful! it was to strangle Virgins, 

t deflowred they were by the hang-man and afterwards 

tangled ^ Were any" willing of themselves to die,'' such 

ire forced violently to live. For he thought simple death 

Might a punishment, that when he hard, how one of the 

Wners, Camulius ' by name, had taken his death volun- 

nly before, he cried out in these wordes, ' Camulius hath 

iaped my hands." Also in overseeing and perusing the 

Bsoners in Gaole, when one of them besought to have his 

nishment with speed, he made him this an s were : 'Nay 

y, thou art not yet reconciled unto me, that I should 

7 thee such favour.' A certaine Consular writer ^ hath 

rted this in his Annalca : That upon a time at a great 

^t (where himselfe also was present,) Tiberius being on 

'lodaine asked, and that openly with a lowd voyce by 

Hwarfc standing at the Table among other Buffons * and 

bters, Wherefore Paconius being attaint of treason lived 

I long ? for that instant verily chid the partie for his 

cie and malapert tongue : but after a few daicu wrote 

P Or Calvilius. ' Who had beene sometime consul, and thcrefoce lo be 
* /it/cr Catreas, 
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riBERIUS unto the Senate, to take order with all speede for 
NERO tion of Paconius, 

casAR 



He increafed and strained stili more and more thi 
by occasion that he was galled and fretted at tbe 
his Sonne Drusus liis death : for, having beene of 
that he died upon some sickenes and intemperal 
soonc as he understood at length, that he was poys 
so made away by the villanous practise of his wife 
and Sejanus together, he spared not to torment anc 
any one whomsoever; so bent and addicted win 
together to the inquisition and tryall of this onelj 
as that when word came unto him how au host a 
inhabitant of Rhodes (whom by familiar letters ^e 1 
for to Rome) was come, he commanded him out of 
be put to torture -, as if he had beene some neere 

E resent at the foresaid examination: but afterwan 
is crrour was discovered, and seeing how he had nr 
he caused him also to be killed, because he should not 
iuid mako knowne the former injury*. The place j 
bee seene at Capreie of his butcherly carnage : from i 
caused condemned persons after long and exquisite t 
to be flung headlong before his face into the sea : wh 
readie to receive them a number of mariners, who wi 
sprits, poles, and oarcs should bcate and batt their ca 
to the end that none of them might have any breath 
remaining in the bodie. He had devised moreover, 
other kinds of torment, what time as men by dt 
meanes had their lode with large drinking of stron 
sodainely to knit fast and tic their privie members witl 
strings, that hee might cause them to swell and be 
most dolorous paines occasioned at once as well 
strcight strings, as the suppression and stoppage o 
And had it not beene that both death prevent 
Tbrasyllus* also enforced him of purpose, (as men 
put of some designes in hope of longer life, be wou 

1, nnd wife to the sail 
him. * The AMral 
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BUrilred a good many more (as it is fully beleeved) and not TIBERIUI 
spared those verie nephewes of his that remained yet alive ; NERO 
considering he both had Caius in suspition, and also cast 
of Tiberius, as conceived in adulterie. And it soundeth 
to truth, that he was minded thus to do. For, ever and 
anon, he called Priamus happie in that he overlived all his 
sonnes and daughters. 

63 
But, how amid these prankes he lived not onely odious 
and detested, but exceeding timorous also and exposed to the 
contumelious reproches of the world, there be many evidences 
to shew. That any soothsayers should be sought unto and 
consulted with a part without witnesses by, he forbad : as 
for the Oracles neere adjoyning to the Citie of Rome, he 
attempted to subvert them all. But being terrified with the 
uiajcstie of those answeres^ which were delivered at Prieneste', 
hi£ gave over : namely, when as he could not finde them, 
(sealed upp though they were and brought downe to Rome) 
within the chist until the aame was carried backe againe unto 
the Temple*. And not daring to send away and dismisse 
from him one or two * Consulare LL. deputies % after hee 
had offered provinces unto them, he detained them so long, 
untill after certainc yeares expired, he ordained others to 
succecdc them : whiles the other remained present with him : 
whereas in the meane time, reserving still the title of the 
utfice : he assigned unto them many commissions and matters 
of charge : and they continually gave order for execution 
thereof, by the ministerie of their Legates, Livetenanta and 
Coadjutours. 

His daughter-in-law ", and Nephewes, after they were once 
condemned, he never remooved from place to place other- 
wise than chained and in a close covered licter sowed up fast : 

' FortiaiM or cbaunces. ' In mnnner of a Lotlery. ' Of Farlunc at 
Picnestc. ' L, vEUus Lamia and L. Amintius. ' Ot Presidents that 
b.id bcenc Consuls. ' Agrippinn, his adopted sonne Germaaicus wife and 
ir Livilla betote named, wile [o Drusus hb nalurall sonne. 
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Tiberius setting his soldiers to prohibite all passengtn 
NERO them, and waifaring persons travailing by, « 
CffiSAR backe thither ', or to stay their pace and stiutdl 

65 

When Sejanus w^nt about seditiously to work 
in the state : albeit he saw now that both his bi 
publikely solemnized, aiid also his Images of gold 
everie where, he overthrew him (I must needs ssv^ 
but with much adoo, by craftie sleights and gi 
than by his princely aiitboritie and loipcriall pi 
first, to the end that he might dismisse the Dian 
honour, he assumed him to be his Colleague ti 
Consulship, which in his long absence^ he had b 
him for that verie purpose. Afterwards when fa 
ceived him with nope of AiSnitie^ and tlie 
authoritie, he complained of the man (looking for 
mattc-r) in a shnniefull and pitious Oratiun ' : bciei 
LL. of tliu Stnatf among uthL-r iv.juwt-;. T.i s< 
the Consuls to conduct him an aged and desolate 
some guarde of soldiours, into their sight. Aiid i 
thelesse, distrusting himselfe and fearing an uprorc 
given commandement, that his nephew Drusus, w 
he kept in prison at Rome : should be set at liberti 
did so require,) and ordained genemll captaine. 
whiles his ships were readie rigged and prepared 
Legions soever he ment for to flie, hee stood lool 
and anon from the highest cliffe that was, to^ 
markes and signes, which he had appointed (least m 
might stay too long) for to be reared a great 
thereby to have intelligence, as any occurrent (gooi 
fell out. Nay, when the conspiracie of Sejanus 
suppressed, he was never the more secure anti resol 
for the space of 9 moneths next ensuing he stirred 
of the village^ called Jovis. 

' Because they shold not aske who was within. ' For he rema 
Capresi. * To l)c nialehed in tnatiage wilh on of bis neipc. 
Epistle rather written unto the Senat. ' In Rome, about Si 
was so hijfhly honored there. ' Or ferine house, in tile Isle Ca 
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TIBERIUS J 
66 NERO 

I Beside all this, diverse and simdrie reprochfull taunts l~*SAR 
1 all parts nctled and stuog his troubled minde. For 
e was not a person condemned, that reviled him not in 
■sorts openly to his face, yea and discharged uppon him 
probrious termes by libels laid for the nonce in the verie 
hestra^, with which contumelies verily, affected he was 
T a most divers and contrarie manner: so that, one while 
ideeired far verie shame of the world, that all such abuses 
Hht be unknowne and concealed : otherwhiles, hee con- 
^ned the same, and of his owne accorde broached and 

f' ed them abroade. Furthermore, rated he was and 
at in the letters also of Artabanus K. of the Farthians, 
) charged him with parricidies, murders, cowardise and 
jurious roiot : who gave him counsell likewise with all 
pede possible, to satisfie with a voluutarie death the hatred 
tils Citizens, conceived against him in the highest degree 
I most justly. At the last, being even wearie of himselfe, 
nhe beginning of such an Epistle as this, hee declared and 
jessed in manner the verie summe of all his miseries. 
lall I write? myLL. of the Senate, or how shall I 
e ? Nay, what is it, at a word, that I shall not write at 
B time ? The Gods and Goddesses all plague and con- 
md me utterly at once, feeling as I do my selfe dayly to 
Hah." 

67 

tome thinke, that he foreknew all this by the skill he had 

■ future events'": that he foresaw also long before how 

!at a colamitie and infamie both, would one day betide 

: and therforc it was, that he refused most obstinately 

»ke upon him the Empire and the name of Pafer Patriie, 

[also stood against the oath, to maijitaine his Acts : for 

e least within a while after, to his greater disgrace and 

Bme he might be found infcriour, and unworthie of such 

fciall honours, which verily may be gathered out of the 

^ ' Where ihc Sonatours sat to behold the plaies. ' For he wns wonder- 
"j adiiiaoi lo the stu-Iy of Astrolt^e ma such curious Arts. 
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11BERIUS Speech hee made as touchiug both tbasc u 
NERO saith but thus: That hee would be aJwaii^ 1 __ . 
and never chaunge his manners, so long ad he cc 
his sound wits. Howbeit, for example siUce, t 
would be that the Senate hinde not themselves ta 
rattfie the Actions of any one, who by aoniu cbau 
bee altered. And againe, 'Marie, if at any time," 
'yec shall make doubt of my lovoll behaviour ac 
mind unto you (which before it ever happen, 1 
dying day to take me from this minde and opiatoi 
once conceived of me and afterwards chaimged} th( 
of Pater Patriw will adde no honour unto me, but 
you either with inconsiderate mshnesse, for ininc 
Surname uppon mee, or else with incoustancie, for 
trary judgements of mce.' 

«" I 

Corpulent he was, big set and strong, of statu 
the ordinaric", broad betwcene the shoulders a 
breasted ; in all other parts also of the bodie (i 
crowne of his head to the verie sole of his foote) < 
making and congruent proportion. But his left 1 
more nimble and stronger than the right : and his j 
firme, that with his finger he was able to bore tn 
greene and sound Apple : with a fillop also to bre 
head of a boy, yea of a good stripling and big you 
colour and complexion he was cleere and white : wea 
haire of his head longe behind, in so much as it covi 
very necke : which was thought in him to be a 
appropriate to his linage and families Hehadaninf 
and well favoured face : wherein notwithstanding a 
many small tumours or risingcs'': and a paire ( 
great gogle eyes in his head, such as (whereat a mai 
marvaile) could see even by night and in the darke : t 
was onely for a little while and when they opened fir 
sleepe : for in the ende they waxed dim againe *. H 
was with his necke stifFe and shooting forward * ° : 

' The Claudii. ' For such ptominent eyes are not commonly 
sight. ' Manner of going. ' Oi downeward into his bosome. 
224 
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mtenance bent and composed lightly to severitie : for the TIBER 
st part he was silent : seldome or never should you have NERO 1 
1 taike with those next about him: and if hee did, his 
ich was exceeding slowe, not without a certaine wanton 
iticulation and timbling with his fingers. All which pro- 
rtiea being odious and full of arrogancie, Augustus both 
served in him. and also went about to excuse and cloke 
r him before the Senate and people, assuring them, tboy 
e the defects and imperfections of nature, and not the 
« of the mind. He lived most healthful] : and verily 
I the time well neere that he was Emperour not once in 
iBier craaie ; albeit from that he was thirtie yeares old 
b governed his helth after his owne order and direction, 
thout any helpe or counsel! at all of Physicians ''. 



I little respect as bee had of the Gods, or sence of 
V religion, (as one addicted to astrologie and calculation 
KDativities, yea and fully pcrswaded, that all things were 
Tie and ruled by fatall destinie') yet feared he tiiunder 
Singly : and were the aire or wether any whit troubled, 
! ever carried a chaplet or wreath of lawrcll about his 
dte * : because that kinde of greene branch is never, as they 
r blasted with lightning '. 

70 
Tie libcrall Sciences of both sorts * he loved most 
ctionatly, in the Latinc speech* he followed Corvinus 
Messatla ; whom being an aged professour he had observed 
from his verie youth : but with overmuch affectation and 
curiositie he marred all and darkened his stile : so as he was 
thought to do somewhat better ex tempore^, than upon 
studie and premeditation. He composed also a poem in 
lyricke verses '. the title whereof is, A complaint of 
D. Cirsars death''*'. Hcc mode likewise Greeke poemes in 

' The course of the stare, ' Or upon his head in mancr of a Coronet. 

• As Plinic reporteth, lib. i nnd j;. ' As wel tlrceke its Latine, * Pmse. 

* 0( a sodaine. ' One of Augustus apnitci, yet some expound it of Julius 
%9Bi, Dictator. 
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BERIUS imit&tion of Euphorion, Rhianus and Parthenius : in vhiA 
NERO Poets being much delighted, their writings and Images lie 
dedicated in the puhlike Libraries among the auncient uJ 
principall authors. A number therefore of learned ntai 
strove a vie to put forth many pamphlets of them ', and to 
present him therewith. But above all he studied for the 
Knowledge of fabulous historie', even unto meere fooleries^ 
and matters ridiculous. For, the verie Grammarians (whidi 
kind of professours as we have said, he affected especitiUrl 
he would a-ssay and appose commonly with these and sudi 
like questions : namely. Who was Hecubaes mother ? What 
name Achilles had among the Virgins^ ? What it was th«l 
the Mer-maides were wont to sing ? The verie first day, 
(after the death of Augustus) that he entred into t6e 
Curia, as if he minded once for all to performe the dutie of 
piotie and religion ; following the example of Minus he 
sacrificed indeede, as the manner was with Frankinceiuc 
and wine, but without a minstrell, as the said Minos s 
time did at the death of his sonne'. 



71 

In the Greeke tongue, howsoever he otherwise was i 
enough and spake it with facilitie, yet he used it not cvi 
where, but most of all forbare it in the Senate house : 
much verily, as when he came to name Alnnopoliutr, 
craved leave before hand : for that he was to use a s 
and foraine worde; yea and in a certaine decree of i 
Senatours, when this word Emblema ^ was red, he gave I 
opinion, that the saide word should be changed, and inst«i 
of that Strang terme some Latine vocable sought out : 
such an one could not be found, then to utter and decl 
the thing, though it were in more words and by circumlo< 
tion. A certaine Greeke souidier also, being required for i 
deposeand deliver his testimonie, he forbad to make answi 
unlesse it were in Latin". 

' Dt hiii, haply of (heir doing. ^ Wherein many tales or bbles a 
setted, * The daughters of King Lycomedes in the IeIc Scyrcs « 
bee faigned him selfc to bee a maidco. ' Andiogeus. 
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UI the time that he was retired and lived from the Cittie 

|llome, twice and no more he assaied to retume thither: 

e he came by water embarked in a gallie ', as farre as to 

B hort-yards and gardens adjoyning to the Naumachia^ : 

% he had set guardes along the banks of Tibre, for to void 

d put backe such as went forth to meete him. A second 

Die, by the streete or part way Appia, so farre as the 7 

pies end from Rome - *' : but when lie had onely seene the 

illes a farre of, without approching necrer unto the Citie 

! returned, i'or what cause he did so at first^ it was 

;ertainely knowne : afterwardei, affrighted he was with 

B prodigious picture and straung sight *. Among other 

ignts he toolte great pleasure in a Serpent Dragon", 

kich. when according to his usuall manner, he would have 

1 with his owne hand and found eaten by pismires, he was 

med thereupon to beware the violence of a multitude. 

I his returae therefore speedily into Campania he fell sicke 

I Astura : but being eased a little of that maladie he went 

rward as farre as to Circeii : and because he would give no 

^icion of sickenesse, he was not onely present himaelfe at 

e games exhibited by the garison souldiers there, but also, 

len there was a wild bore put foorth into the open shew- 

e for to be baited, he launced darts at him from above, 

; he was: and presently therewith, by occasion of a 

ptvulsion in his side, and for that bee had taken the cold 

e upon an exceeding heat, he fell backe by relapse into 

wbeit, he bare it out a pretie 

while: not withstau ding that after he was come downe so 

iarre as to Misenum, he pretermitted nothing of his ordinary 

and daily manner, no not so much as his feasting and other 

pleasures : partly upon an intemperate humour of his owne, 

and in paii: to dissimule and palliate his weakcnesse. For, 

when Charicles his Physician, who by vertue of a pasport 

was licensed to depart and be absent, went foorth from the 

table and tooke hold of his hand to kisse it, he supposing 

* When be came 

9sei 



Mcano wliilc, wliei 
the St'iiatc that cen 
missed, but not so n 
lie hail written very 
that noniinateil tiiev 
I'rowninf]^ hereat, as if 
fully purposed to ^o ag 
would attempt nothing, 
without all daunger. 
teni])est as the violenee k 
him, hee died soone aftt 
Lueidliana'^% in the 78 yc 
A.u.c. 79c. of his Empire, and the s 
of AprilF : when Cn. A( 
Niger were Consuls. Soi 
him a poyson of sh)w ope: 
little consume him. Oth' 
desired meat in the rem is j- 
swowned (it was denied 
throwne u|)pon his face 
breath. Some againe, tl 
to himselfe, he called for 
his finger whiles he faintei 

1 JV;;./.- ' 
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mselfe drawing on aiid readie to die^ he tooke of his Iting, TIBERIUS 
■ if he minded to give it unto some one, aiid so held it a ""='"" 
petie while : then afterwardes did it uppon his linger 
[aine: and so keeping down and griping close his left 
md*, lay still a long tiuie without once stirring: but 
idainely calling for his gromes and servitours, when none 
ide aunswerc, rose up, and not farre from his pallet, his 
rength failing him, fell downe dead. 

74 
I Upon the last Birth-dayes-fcast of Ids that ever he saw, 
thought as hee lay a sleepe, that Apollo Temenites (an 
il of exceeding bignesse and most artificially wrought) 
lich was newly brought from Saracose to be set up in the 
■arie of his new temple, assured him, That he could not 
sibly by him be dedicated. And some few dales before 
death, the watch-tower that gave light ' at Caprea- by an 
thquake fell downe in the night : and at Miscnum, the 
les remaining of the embers and coales brought in to lieatc 
refection parlour, being quenched quite and continuing 
1 a long tnne, suddainty brake forth into a light fire, at 
shutting in of the evening, and so shone out a great part 
the night and gave not over, 

75 
iThe people joyed so much at his death, that running up 
J downe at the first tidings thereof, some cried out in this 
bte, '(Fling) Tiberius into Tiberis' * ; others in their prayers 
loui^ht the Mother Earth and the infemall Gods to vouch- 
e him now dead no place, but among impious wretches: 
] a sort there were, who threatned his bfelesge carkasse 
! Drag and the Geinonia : as who, over and above the 
nembrance of his former cruelty in times past, were pro- 
iked to anger with a fresh outrage newly committed. For 
'tereaa by an Act of Senate it was provided. That the 

' /nttlUeln dtficlionc. Some c^tpound Ihis of Ihe slinking away of his 

tuniliais and (hose Ihai were about him. ' Upo" which he waie the ring, 

» Unto lea mcD and possetigeis by night, ' Tibtrium in Ttierim. Into 
■"" — is Vfilh Tiberius. 




TIBERIUS execution of condemned persons should be put off 
NEW? tenth day after (sentence given), it happenea so, tha 
CSSAR Qjj which some of them were to suffer, fell out to be 
same, wherein newes came of Tiberius death. The 
soulcs, notwithstanding they piteously called for m 
(because in the absence yet of CaJus no man was knt 
might (in such a case) be repaired unto and spok 
the Gaolers, for that they would do nothing ega 
Constitution aforesaid strangled them and 6ung thei 
into the Gemonia. Heereupon, I say, the peoplet 
against him encrcaaed, as if the Tyrants cruelty r 
still after his death. His corpes, so soone as it begw 
removed from Misenum, notwithstanding the most pi 
with one voice. To carie it rather to Atella", and t 
hatf-bume it'' in the Amphitheatre S yet was broi 
llome by the Sotdiours and burnt in a publick fimen 

1 
76 
A two-fold will ^ he made two yeeres before : t 
written with his own hand : the other by his free< 
but both of them were of the same tenour : and sig; 
had them with the seales of most base persons. By ve 
which will and testament, he left coheires and eqi 
portion Caius his nephew by Germanicus, and Tiber 
Drusus. These he substituted and appointed to s 
one another. He gave legacies also to manie men 
among the rest unto the vestall Virgins, and to the Soi 
of all sorts in general! : as also to the commons of 
by the poll : yea and to the Masters of everie Strt 
themselves severally. 

' He meaneth 1 suppose a counteipaiie indenled. 
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ANNOTATIONS UPON 
C. JULIUS C^SAR DICTATOR 



J^ Caiub C^sar, hM died sodajnly at Vime in Ita^, as heo put on 

■ abooes in a morniug, when hee was newe risen. Plin. Nattir. Ifitt. 

1 7, c. S3. 

I Ftamen Dialig, i. the great Priest of Jupiter. Tliree Fianiens 
ire were at Rome, by the first Institution ; Dialia of Jupiter, 
ttialit of Mars, (iuirinalit of Romulus ; and these were the princi- 
I: UDto whom (in processe of time) 12 more were adjoyned, attend- 

r all upon severall Godds and Goddesses, Carol. Sig. de ant. Jam 

m. lib. 1, cap. !9. 

' Ul rtpudiaret. In the civill Lawe, wee observe a difference 
betweeae Repadium and Divartima. Repudiam, when the man re- 
jecteth and casteth off the woman betrothed only unto him before 
maiiage iu this forme, OondUiane tua non utor. And in this wise 
Cxeaie and Coseutja parted before. Dinortium, when hee putteth ber 
away after sbee is his wedded wife, with these sotemne words ; Ret 
tua* tibi habeto, or Rek tuna tVA agito. HDw1>eit, in this place Repudiare 
is to be taken in this latter sense, for Cornelia was his wiie, and had 
borne him a daughter. Paul. ModeHin Cuius. 

^ I take it, that be meaneth such inheritances, as are not Tesla- 
matiaria, hut Legtlinur : 1, MTiich when one dietb intestate, (all 
unto the children first, and for dethult of them, to the Agnati and 
Gentiles, i. to the next of kinne, and to the name. These are called 
with u.s, the Right heiree at common Law. Vide Car. Sigon, de JudiuiU, 
lib. cap, i. De antiq. jur. civ, Rota. lib. 1, cap. 7. 

* The principall of them was, Cornelius Phagitas, a Freed man of 
.'^itlla, unto whom Cti>sar gavit two talents, fur to escape his hands. 
See onp. 74, mid Plutarchus, 

' It Ijclonged unio these Votaries and Nunnes of Ve^ta, to goe 
bctweene parties oHended, and make reconciliation. See more hereof 
" ub Alexandr. Genial die, lib. 6, cap. 12. 



-Mo) 



■ Voung jtentlemen ot nohle hloud, the better to bee trained up in 
" U feats, and the knowledpfe of any Province affaires, were wont 
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' CAIUS to attend the LL Deputies there, nnd to lip eiitertiUDeil i 
I' JULIUS in the same pavilion, as familiar companiong. Cic. orai. m 

I' CffiSAR Plancio. 
^ LibertincB were eiich properly, as of bondmeB wpre m 
and made Free, altliau>;li Sueto. elsewhere, to wit in CT. Cat 
the children of such, Libertines; by which it appearetb 
confoundeth them with Ingenui, i. Freehonie. 

'^ Clients have « relation to their Patrones ; arid ^a th 
Patrilii and Nob1e«, so the other were Commoners. Ani 
rautuatl and reciprocal! entercourse of duetie was betveene tl 
lui the Patrons were ready to instruct in the knowled,Bi9 of tl 
Ui defend and protect their Clients, who had put themselves i 
patrouoffe : eo these were bound to attende their Patrons w| 
went abroad into the city and returned home, to relieve tt 
their purso in the bestowing of their daughters etc. And 1 
was for neither of them to enforme, to depose, to (rive their » 
to side with adversaries, one ngainst another, without the [ 
^uilt of treachery and perfidious prodicion. 

'' Made of oken branches, or of Hex, or Eaculus, beano^ 
defect of the Oke for saving the life of a citizen. Althoug-h ( 
of the field were honoured therewith, in other respects. 



■ Who being Consull with Q. Catulus Luctatius, went i 
repeale and anull all the Actea of Sulla late deceased, and so 



' By the death of Lepidus, whom his Colleague Catulus dn 
of Italy into Sardinia, where he dyed, as some write, of a 
Rheume : or as others, with a deepe thought that he tooke 
intelligence that he had of hia wives adultery, in which mela 
he pyned away. Plutarch. 
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■ These Tribunes Militarie, call them Colonels over a the 
footmen, whereupon they tooke that name first, to wit, wht 
Romaine Legion consisted of 3000 according to the three a 
Tribes, Rhamniitm, Lucenim and Tatimitium : or High Marehi 
Budteus would have them to be, considering the execution of 
office in the campe, not much unlike to our Kn. Marshals in 
daies ; some by vertue of an Act or Lawe preferred by Rutilus F 
were chosen in the Armie by the L. Generall, and named j 
or Rufuti, others bj^ the voices of the people in their pi 
aBsemblyes for Elections called Comitia, and for distinction 
named Gontitioti. And such a Tribune Militarie was Ctesar is 
place. 





^ Jlogatimie Plolia. A bill preferred, and the same as a Laws not 
ft SDOcted, <iras colled Rogalio, (as one wuuld say) Inlerrogatio : for 
t the people nero demaiuided and asked their opiaions in this 
of words : VelUune, jubeatiKnc Quirilft, etc. : Is il your will and 
re, yee citizeDs of Rome, that such a thio^ should poxae, or no ! 
i of him who proposed the same, it tooke the name. 



» By the Lttine Colonies, are meant here those beyond t.lie Po, 
' ;h b^nfi before endowed Lalinilale, >. with the freedome of Latium, 

1 not therwitfi contented, imleB^e they might be donati civUate, i. 

y the Franchisea and Ffeedome of Rome. 



' Coiamitium waa one part of the Forum Komanum, wherein stood 
■ Jiottra, and the people used to assemble for election of Magirtrates, 
r making of Lawes, and hearing of publike Orations. 



f- Sulla, in the time of his proscription and outlawing of the adverse 

Ition of C. Mariua, ordained two talents for every one that killed 

any of the proscribed and brought him his head, not sparing master 

or father : but that the servant might kill hin master and the souue 

his father ; nay hee made it death if they saved any such. 

•■ Of Cornelius Sulla. 

K12 
* T. IdbienuB. Cicero and Hortensius pleaded for him. 
^ For, to kill a Tribune of the Commons, who were Sacrofatidi and 
nio^Mi, would beare tlie Action PerdaflHanit. And tliat was laide 
to RabiriuB a Seuatour his charge, although indeede hee slewe him not, 
but one Scava : mary, when be was killed, hee caused his head, in 
most ludihrious manner to be caried about 

Now was the crime Perdttf,UioHi», all one with treason aininst tlie 
Common wealth, or a principall person of State : or else Felouie in 
some high degree. 

' The liberty of appealing unto the people, was gmunted by Tullus 
HoEtiliua the third king of the Romaines, as appeareth by I^viua, in 
Df Horatiua, for killing hia owne sister. 

13 
^ Q. Lutatius Catulus, and P. Serviliua Isauricns. 



CAIUS \ 
JULIUSJ 
C^SAJtl 



^ Casar envying such an honour unto Catulus, as to reedifie and 
licate the Capitol consumed with fire, a peeco of worke that Sulla 
i Kctatour tooke in liand but finished not, and the onely thing 
fGG 233 
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'iAlVS wherbj- hiit felicity waa not (.'umpleat, wauld h 
VhlVS conferred it upon ajiother : aiid t)ierefor« pot 
£ii.\R before tlic bodie of the piHtple, tliere to btte 
whether it were their mindc and will that Q 
wime other. 

'' A Lawc ia uid to be promiilged, after it 1 
bee roiiiudered upoQ, until] it be fully enactt__ 
rensoiia were alledg^d for Ibe convenience thof 
free it was for any msu who had a voice to impi 
'^ Optimaitt dud Popularcf, were in tbe citie ol 
ogiuust other, and are lively described by Cic«n 
Sextia, iu these wordes, Ihia gimera in hae cA 
eorum, ipii a-rmtri in rrp. atgar in ea te ejmJtmti 
(fiiibut ex gnterihiu, atteri Pdpulam; lUler, (iplim 
t>oAiFrunf. Qui to qum /acitbant, qucuqae tUfrfntnt, 
e*»f voMtant, Pofiularr* 1 quiauiemUantg^rrbant, 
euifue proharmlur ; Oplimaltii habebantur. item. < 
quia t De numero li quarii innumvn^Uu, rirque e*. 
■urn*. Sunt pTineipe* eontiHi publiei. SunI qui eor% 
Sunt man'morHm Ordinum Aomfnw futftat ptOet Q 
Jbutwique; Roma, Sunt nrgotta genmtet, tutttelitM 
Wlierby it appeareth, tliaf those were rouiited Oi 
uf iiuble birtfi, nud of -reat »e;ilt)i, etr. : !,„t 
Hqr-ilf^, or Pi>-f.vii, if tbev Ktnode for <..oil th 
those that eo did ; nay, wfiether tliey were Bur; 
rou^lieR, yeomen of the country folloning huslianc 
Tradesmen, or very Libertines, so they affetted (ro< 
reckoned in the numlier of Optimalet. On the ot] 
aynied onelv at this, to please and content the m 
never bo well borne or otherwise <[ualified, they vt 
Populitrrg ; so that it seemeth, that Populan-s were 
tliat Livie wrileth of, and uhonie Q. Fahius reduce< 
Tribae urbaiiat ; and Optimatex, tlie Trihut nixticte, 
poptt/iiK, fnntor et rultor lionnram. Thus much ol 
<Mtion of this worde OptiniuleK. But for as much 
of tlie Nohilitie aiid Gentry of Ronie were Popular, 
CommunalUe favourers of the bet:t things usually ; 
or the better sort, are meiit the Patrilii and Gentle 
'I Upon the Kalends of January, t. the first da^ 
Consuls entred their ollicie, on which day at 
obsequiously by those better sort of tlie citizens 
waiting nnon them, wlien they went up into the Cj 
fice, and home SKaine. On this day likewise it ap[ 
began his PretorKliipp. 



» This purple Robe bordered, called PrtrUxIa, « 
proper to the Pretors ouely, but to other Magii 



ANNOTATIONS 

idercd it was or garded aiwut witli purple. For Plhiie writeth, 
t Lentulufl Spinier j£dile Curule, trore in }iis Robe, purple of a 
■bledie, called thereupon, Dibapha. And thereupon it was called id 
«ek jripiic6p<bvpoi. And not onely citie-Mapistrates, but FrieHtes 
A children of gentle birth used the same. Setting aside the border 
Vpurple, it was otherwise white. 

■ " By Citria simply without any adjuuctioa, is nient Curia Hostilia, 
(-nitnesseth Alex, ab Alexoiidro. t. A Btatly place built by K. TuUius 
atiliua in the Forutn Romnimm, neere unto tlie Roiitra : where, as 
6 the Parliament house aasemhled the Senators ordinarily to consult 
%poD the affaires of State. For, other places there were, under the 
name of Curia, wherein likewise the S«nat met together, as Curia 
Pompeii, in which Cssar was muntered, Divi Augutli, etc., but then 
they bad their addition. I am not ignorant, that other Curiie there 
were for the Poutities and Priestes. To say nothing how the people 
was divided into Cvrisa, id ail, Parishes, and in every of them vas a 
Curia, and a euperinteudeut or Curate called Curio. 

17 

" Superiour Magistrates, bee the Consuls, Preloiirsand Censors, tlie 
rest as .^iles, (Jueetors, were accounted iuferiour, etc. 

18 

" Crassus is named for one, who entred into a bond for him of 830 

talents, wliat Idme C»sor deeply indebted, said, big mtV/tes et quin- 

yentief cenleitn miliia numum sibi adeste oporUre, ut nihil haberet, id est, 

that 250 ntillions of sesterces would but set him cleare with the 

'' By the Lawes, none might make suit for a tryumph, but whiles 
they remained absent without the citie, nor for a Consulship except 
they were present as private persons within tlie citie. In these 
streighU, Cwsar made choyce to be ConsuU, and gave over his right to 
a triumph, for tlie victoria obteyned in Spaine over the Called and 
Lusitanes. 

19 

' The manner was at Rome, that they who sued for Magistracies 
should for the obteining of the peoples voices and suffrages make 
promise of certaine summes of money to be distributed amonge them, 
and such as were appointed to deaie the salde Largesse, they colled 
Divitores. Now, for that the Election of Consuls passed by Comilia 
cenluriiila, that is, by the aiwembly of tlie people, by their centuries or 
Hundreds according as Serv. TuUus first ordeyned them, therefore was 
this money to bee devided amongst them, as they gave their voices. 

* Provinces signifie three things, the countries conquered or yeilded, 
and the same governed by Roman Deputies : and this is the proper and 
primative siguiGcatioii thereof, also the Region wherein any Roman 
Generall by commission from the state maketh warr : and last of all, 
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wtiftt publick fdnFtioa or affurMMCver is to be administnd. 
eenc« it is htien taken. 

" Eitlier for the cutting dowiie of trees for the beet col 
or els for s gsurd to be kept Qeare unto tbem, to suppreM 
nge committed hy the«ve«, hauntiitg the ssme and m 
Bpoyting passeo^n. 

^ To wnend the wmies and beaten psthcs, when, either 
men or beastM sfaoulde pasee with more ense. And verily 

base matt ' "" great forces to bee perforoiM 

by conseii employed therein could coa 



greate proj. 



o be feared. 



- This socieu. >'ill warre that after ensued, 

Ceasar and I*om[ii L-h the Poet Lucau alluded wtj 

n rum 

Fi.^^ imijiu eommimii Bama. 

20 

■ As well to avoids b •nvnesingB and consaltathHW 

vide for the hjstorie aou «.dUH riall of cTery matter. 

'' One of the CodhoIb onely Lad the twelve Licton going b 

with the rods ;ind a.tes : to win, ea.-li of them tlieir mon 
turues one afler the other, Ae si umbo fnnce* hnfiereni dupliaU 
tidereliir. As Livie writeth : An ordinance as auncient well i 
the first institution of Consuls. 

° Accensus, aii officer attendant upon Magistrate, so nt 
aectendo, id est, of ^ving summons to any for appearance, or o 
any to the Magistrate. 

" Great indulgences, immunities and priviledges were grai 
the Romanes uuto those that had Jua trium iiheronwi : but at 
writeth more particularly to the explication of this p)ac< 
assembled 20000 together, craving maintenance and foode eve 
for three children and more that they had. 

" Publicanes were they that either foracertaiue rent tooke 1 
the publicke revenewes of tlie City, whether it were corne, pa: 
customes, impostes, etc., oriindertooke by thegrosse tomakep 
for the state, or to build and repaire any citie-workes, etc 

21 

" This was not moiy: mnionim, for then his sentence sliou 
bene demauuded first, that by the Censors was elected j 
Senatus, id est, President of the Counsell ; but extraordina 
appearcth by Aul. Gel. Noel. Attic, lib. 4, cap. 10, and lib. 14, 



For as Livie tostifieth, lib. 38. The Romaoes triumphed 
r the Gaules, than over all the world beside. 



ANNOTATIONS 

' Which Vatiuius a Tribune of the Commons proposed in the 
klfe of Julius Ceaaar, that for five yesren together, hee should 
it castinff lots, iind the Senates decree), goverue Cisalpine Gaule, 
bether with Illyricum ; coiitrarie lo the Laws iSenipronia, which pro- 
id that Buch Proviuriall Uoveruours, or LL. Deputies, should 
rely bee chosen hy the Senate. Carol. Sigon. lib. 2, cap. 1, de 
ijtAO jure jrrovinciariim, 
■ Cis&lpina Galliii, is tijat, which lay betweeiie Italy and the Alpes, 
~i<Ied into Cispadaiia and Traii«padaiui, according to the mle thereof, 
lier on this side, or heyond the river i'o : it caried the name like- 
a of Togata, either because it was much inhabited by the RomauoH, 
{for that uuto this Province the Romano Robe Toya was graunted, 
lb iu resard that the saide Province was more civill and peaceable, 
D the oUier called Transalpiiin. 
* Comata Gallia, a part of Gallia Trangalpioa, lying beyond the 
I, from Italy toward Spaine : so called for the long haire that they 
_ : and mn'tictoxKcas put for the whole Transalpine Province, like 
■ Brachata, one part of the said Province, so called of a c«rtaine klnde 
■■pparell, is taken for the whole and confounded with Comata. 
[■ This temie, which they commonly use, who threaten such as they 
Jntcmne, may bee draweu to an oliaceeiie and filtliy sense, not heere 
k hee named : and albeit Ceasar hereby was galled to the quick, as 
privie to himaelfe, of tlie passive abuse of his liody with K. Nicumedes, 
yet in his answere thereto, he turned it to another signification. 

' ^^'arlike women, m) called (as some write) of their paps which they 
did cut off and sear, therby to bee more expedite and nimble in fight, 
and to shoot at greater ease. See Strabo, Justin. Q. Curtius, Hero- 
dotus, etc. 



24 

" ^Vho stoode in Election for the Consul sliippe : so called of the 
whited robe, which they put on, who sued for such Magistracies and 
placed of Honour. For whereas tlie ordinario gowue that llomaine 
citiieus daily wore, was white of it selfe, against such a time they made 
it whiter with chalke : so that a difference there was betweene Toga 
alba, and Candida, whereupon they were called CandUlali, as appeareth 
by Macrobius, and T. LJvtus, lib, 4 ab tirb. condita. 

'' Supplication, was a aolemne Honour done unto the Lord Generall 
of a Province upon some notable victorie. For the manner wag, that 
LL, Goveniours, after they were by tlieir Souldiers salute by the name 
of Emperour, i. Soveraigne commanders, should seud their Letters 
'ight with Lawrell unto the Senate, wheriu they required both to be 
d by the saide name, and also to have solemne processions made hy 
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(.mr m^-n =«<i- inv for -he plo: of ^.^-d a:Vrft-a;d ; 



properly railed a toca-lArie. "bioh ■ 



: the Rf.E 

^on: by -tifh Ov!e or wiue «a,- t-:ren. " 

I !□ thi- pUce, by it are ment other initf besto 



' In Mime copies, nee readc,. tiur.nd- no" fii'.'atifilo Pompe 
lilTifjiiiiket. To thi^ seuce : That t»par beeiac ah^ect. was iit 
by vertue of an Act made by Pompeius to that effect, coosir 
ha<) not Jibr'Jirateii the same by any ordinauce of the people, 
of hid owiie authority corrected it after it stood upon record u 
':ham1ier. 

30 
■ Tliiti hatli reference unto his violent de&lins with hi 
r>iii<iill BibuliM. See before iu the 20 chapur. 
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33 

* The fourth finger next unto the little one^ honoured especially 
with a golde ring^ ror that there is an evident arterie from the heart 
reachii^ unto it. Gellina. But Plinie alledgeth another reason. 

** He would doe any thing rather than his souldiers so well desendng 
at his hands^ should not bee satisfied : such a credit caried the ring 
upon a Romaines finger. 

*^ Which is the State and worth of a Romaine knight or gentleman 
according to this verce of Horace : 8i quadritmntU sex, septem miUia 
detirUy PUbi eris, etc.^ and amounteth to 3125 li. starling. 

34 

* As if Petreius, Afranius, and Varro had no skiU in martiall feats. 

^ He meaneth Cn. Pompeius, for his militarie knowledge and war- 
like exploytes sumamed Magnus, t. the Create : whose principall power 
was now overthrowne at Ilerda in Spaine. 

37 

* Ljfehnuehas Oestantibus, bearing either young men that caried 
Linckes, Torches^ and cresset lights : or els braunches and candle 
stickes^ resembling them^ and holding the said lights. Some reade, 
LyehnoM gettatUibtu, f . bearing lights : but to the same affect 

38 

* Super Irnia HS., t. Sestertia: that is to say, 15 li. 12s. 6d. 
^ Quatema Sestertia, t. 31 li. 5s. 

^ Vicena quatema miliiay 187 li. lOs. By which reckning, hee gave 
unto horsemen foure times as much as to footemen. Looke in the 
marginaU note to the tezt^ and vou shall finde this donative mucli 
more : which may seeme incredible : but consider what provinces hee 
spoyled, and what pillage hee made, in regard whereof hee was called 
of the Greekes xp*7M<3n'viroi6ff avfip. 

^ Denos modios, in round reckoning may goe for ten peckes or 
hoopes with us. 

« Totidem libras, t. so many pynts, with the better. 

(Which being put together make 
100 Denarii or Drachemes, that 
is, one Mina, and amount in all 
to 3 li. 2s. 6d. 
Bina miilia nummorum, t. 15 lib. 12s. Gd. 
Quingenos sestertios, t. 3 1. 18s. Id. ob. 
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*■ BegUmatim urbe tota, Rome, as Plinie witnesseth, was divided 
into 14 regions, and every one of Uiese had their severall Stage Playes 
by themselves. 
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ilUS ■■ The Games Orceiwe*, 1 take to be so c&lJed of the G 

LIUS or Sheoplace, wherein they trero performcil : and not < 
S5AR wherewith they were environed, as one would Hay, dm 
deede these g&ines resembled the Oiympirk in lireeee by 
the runners with ohariots were hemmed in of the one m 
running river, aud of the other with swordes pitched poh 
they should hold on the race directly, aud uot swerve asi 
danger. Herein were perfonned running- with horees an 
justing, tilt, aud turnement: baiting and chasing of it 

" Pyrrhica : Of some, thought to bee the same that Snoi 
kinde of Mori«ke daunce, after a warlike manner iu hamo 
in Creta first by Pyrrhua. I'lin, lib. 7 iVa(. HitL cap. 50. 
young gentlemeu were trained to exercise all parts of tbi 
sundry gestures aa well to avoide all venues and defende tl 
ai to BDUoy and offend the enimie. 

' ThiH I>eciinuB Laberiue waa a poet also, that kind wh 
wanton Poems or lascivious Comcedies called MimL For, hov 
all Stage Playes, there is represented a lively imitation in ™ 
voice of others, yet in theee Mimi, these same are done aA« 
licentious manner and without all modest reverence, eve 
seemely and lilthy arguments : as Ovid testifieth in thes 
aailanlet lurpia Mimi. It seemeth therefore, that as well tJu 
as the Authours and Actours be called Mimi. 

° Orchestra, \a here taken for the most commodioua plac 
Theatre, wherein the Senators and Nobles of Rome were al 
eit and behold the Stage Pteyei>, apart from the people. Pi 
Poet Juvenal understaudeth it in these words, Simi/emgui 
Oreliettrani ft poptdum. 

As touching this Orchestra and the Poet Laberius abpve 
Seneca iu his second booke of GonlraMrsiet, and third contr 
reporteth thus. Julius Cieaar, at the solemnitie of hii Playea, I 
lAberiua forth to act upon the Stage : and when he had madi 
gentleman, or Knight of Rome, willed him to take his place 
them of that degree, but as he came toward them, they all eat i 
and ueere one anoUier, that there was no rowme for him. ] 
the way, you must understand that Cicero then in place, had 
himselfe an ill name, for that hee was no fast and faithful] 
either to PoD)peiuR,ortoCeasar, but eflatterer of them both. , 
Ctesar at that time had chosen many unto the range of Sen 
partly to supply and make up their number, which during t 
civill warrea was much diminished, and in pui to gratifie the 
bad well deserved of him aud the side. Cicero therefore alludinj 
extraordinary number of sewe Senatours, sent unto Laberius 
passed by, this word merily, Ruenpitsem te nitii atiffust^ sederei 
would have taken you to mee and give you a place, but that I 
selfe very streight. Then Laberius returned this pleasant ■ 
hacke unto him, Atqui »oUbat dualmt selti* tedere, i. AaA J 
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« wont to Bit upon two ntoolea, skoRing at him for his douhle deal- CAIUS I 

' h Pompeius and Ceasar. JULIUS 1 

B Troy fight, was in warlike manner on horsbacke, brought C^SAR.J 

9 into Italy. The manner whereof is described by Virgil, 





le Goales called in LaUue Melee, above which the horses and 
1 fiishion broad beneath and sharps above, in 
r of Pyramides, Steeples or cocks of bey, and for tjieir mater, 
d first, or of soft gritstone, but afterwards of marble and laid 
*ith gold. Concerning this Cirque why Cfesar enlarged it and 
bt water round about it, reade Plinie, 8 lib. (»p. 7 and 30 lib. 
5 Naturall HM. 

try maisteries in footeman«hipue, leaping, flinging the coit or 
er, darting and wrestling : which Game was called Pentathlon, 
e tive kindes of exercises. 

« Codeta, which was a place ou the further side of Tiberis, 

d of certaine plots of young springs or shootes there growing 

■esemble borsetailea. Some resde In mormii cochlear, that is, 

row beneath and broad above, like to the ehell of a periwincle or 

h like fish. 



* This day is called Biasrxtus, and falletb out to bee the flft day 
before the end of Februarie, to wit, the sizt before the CatendH of 
March, by interposing whereof wee say twise Sett Calend Martii, of 
which day our leape years hath the Dame BiuextUii. 



41 



of the 



^^P Which by the first institution were 300, and by o 
^^■te troubles much impaired. 

■' Patritiot aUegit. For those that were Plefifi getwrin, might bee 
Senatours : or el^i, as some expound it, lie advanced divers to the 
degree and rajick of the Fatritii. 

' All but Consuls, TrBetors and Censors, were counted inferiour 
Magistrates. 

^ For the Cenaours with the publicke Notaries ordinarily tooke 
this reviewe, and that in Cuntpit» Afarlius, aod Villa publica. 

' By reason of so great a number receiving corne from the Slate, 

t purveyance hereof stoode the city yearoly as Plutarch writetli in 
nisand two hundred and fiftie talents. 
42 
■ For they might discontinue out of Italy eleven yeares. Plutarch. 
'' Such were called Comitet, or qaasi ex cohorte Prietoria, as it were 
gentlemen of the privie chamber. 

' Notxrvtn tahularum. To wit, when the o!de bonds being can- 
i, and tlierby former debts remitted, oew obligations were made. 
L HH 241 
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CAIUS '' PnfHcidU, i. Parenticidii, such ns kill father, mothi 

JULIUS Biiiters and auch like, nere in bloud, an a1»o, any other ma 

CJiSAR wilfully, according to the lawe of K. Nume, Si q 

icien* morUi dait parriaida ato. 



■ Repeiundarum coatnetot. Such govemooi 
pilted and palled the Provinces which thef mle^q 
time expired, were many times called judidally to tf 

'■ Many Laves there were called Sumptuarim krA 01 
the excease at the table, aa namely Famiia, Licinia^ 
etc. Read AuL Gell. Noet. Att. lib. 2, cap. S4, Mttcro. C 

44 

■ Of whom Tereotianus writetb thiu, Vir doetUHmta % 

'' Isthmus is a natTow straite or foreland by Corintb, five i 

lying betweene the two Eea« Ionium and jEgeum, or as PUuj 

lib. 4, cap. 4, betweeite the two Gulfes ('orinthiacus sad I 

- The cuttinf- through whereof, was attempted before by K. 1 

and afterwards by C. Caligula and N'ero, but without effect. 

° Which Craasua before him had not done ; and thereJbta 
throwna 

4£ i 

" ComUiali Morbo, so called, for that the assemblies of d 
called Gomilia, were dissolved and broke up by occauoa a 
case any one among them fell downe of that dineose, aoei 
ij. Serenus Semonicus bath testified in these verses, cap. S7-1 

Est morbi tpecie* gubiti, cut twmea ah Ulo t$t, \ 
Quodjieri nobis suffragia jutta reciuanl. I 

SiEpe etenivi menAris aori langutre caducu, 
Condiiant populi lubes horrenda diremit. 

As also for that, they who were subject thereto, fell into a f 
ordinarily at such assemblyes, if they were crossed in their I 
businesses there, Cornelius Celsus calleth it Morbum mait 
great sickiiesse. It is named likewise Upir v6ar)iia, i, ^ 
disease, either tiecauae it affecteth the heade, which is the mo 
able place of the body and the seate of the Soute, or in regw 
grentnesse thereof, which the Grsciaus expresse by the Itpi 
Epilepsia, for the sodaine invasion of it. Herenleiig Morbat, « 
the strength of the malady, whereby a man is forced to &U, or! 
Hercules was troubled therewith. Plinie nameth it, Sentieva, 
hurt that it doth unto the hodie .* others Caducu*, for that^ 
menfall to the ground. It is called moreover /.unaficujr, of the) 
Iiecause it keepeth time with the course of the Moone, ursppM* 



ANNOTATIONS 

n that are borne in the change thereof, as tlie same SerenuB rc- 

■ "i in the»B verwjs: 

Hoc quoifue eommemorant dubite per tentjiora Luna; 
Conceptum la/em, guem trepe ruina prufudit. 
y Hippocrates nameDi it PiEiticon, i. piu^rikm mnrbum, fur that 
1 bee Bubject thereto : whereupou some tearme it, Maler 

s manner of goiiiff so looselj' girt, might signifie a dissoluta 

1 effeminate wanton. Hereupon CJL'ero made choyce in the civill 

~) to take part with Pompoius againat Ceosar: and when one 

1 him how it came to pawie, that in aiding with Pompeiua hee 

to much overseeiie, for lliat hee )iad the worse, this anawere hoe 

1, Prtecinctura me lieeepit, i. deceived I was by that loose girding 

49 
r derived his pedegree from Julua, the soone of JEneae, 
« mother was Venus. 

~ B grace which is in the Latine cuuuut be expreitsed well in 
sh, because the word, Sulx^t, carietli a double Keni^, the one 
ifieth the cotii[uering of a uation, and so it is taken in the former 
!, as it is a|iplyed to Gatile ; the other, the wanton abuse of the 
} : in which orceptioti it ia to bee understood in reference to 
ar, abused by K. Nichomedes, 

60 
twofold seuse likewise of these two words, Tertia and 
Ha, lyeth tlie pleasant grace of this conceipted speech. 
'' e one, may he understoode, that a third part of the price waa 
d : by the other Cicero meut, lliat her daughter lertia was 
night by her to his bed. 

51 

^ This Distichon, or ii verses, which his souldiers after their Ucen- 
» manner in the I'ryumph chaunted may thus be Elnglished. 

Looke to your wives, yee cytizens, a lecher bald wee bring. 

In Gaule Adultery coat tliee gold, heere 'tie but borrowing. 
Tor, as hee borrowed of other men, so hee lent or paide as much 
againe, in that his owne wife Pompeia, ae is thought, was kept by 
V. ClodiuB. 

C2 

■ Such a vesaell as this named here Tbciamegoa, and by Seneca, 7 

lib. He BtnefieiU, Navuci^iculaia, Ptolomieus Philoiiater, as wituesseth 

Atlionmug, had, which caried in length halfe a furlong ', in bredth GO 

cnb itca, and in heigth little lease then 40. 

' Semistaiiiunl. 
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*> Impudi tUut. I obMn-c. that both in this Anthour uid aL 
underetoodc 




» 


' Which c= '■■^ '- "" 

much more thi 
dim of SilTOT f 

^ For it waa . 1 
ciftteg, m Btiled 


d, 8 BhiUings, 9 pence, ■ 
Accordiog to Budeua it wa 

honour to be called Allies 
pie of Rome. 


(UtieenHt) he wro«, .. i 
^nfJcdtonej. 


si; 

< had written iii the pnysi 
:aiii8t the «aid Cato, which 




SI 


» Venus, 


Eunmmed Geuitn^, . 


. Mother, Ceesar honours 



goddesse from tlie which he was descended, by JQIus or Asca 
nephew. 

" Hie principal! eusigne or standerd of the Itomane Legioi 
iRffle of Silver, reared upon a Speare toppe, the poynt whi 
iieatli was iiharpe, aud faittctied into the );rouiid : aud the sa: 
within a little shrine, not to bee remooved, but wheu the A 

G4 



" A' I'iatico kuo. Albeit viaticum properly signiiyetli the st 
provision set by for a. journey, yet heere it Is put for the wei 
the substance of a souldier ; like as in Horat lib. 2, Epist. 2. 

Luculli miles co/lecta viatica inuUii 
Aerunmis, etc. 

Ill whii^h sense, <<pi&ifv likewise in Greeke is taken. 

'■ rlinie calleth it Lapnann, lib. 10, cap. 8, Natural. Bitlor. J 
of wilde worte or cole. 

'^ To he tithed, t. everie tenth man to suffer death. Appiaii. 

'' Which ordinarily consisted of 550 footemeo, and 66 
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Bof ton weut to a Legion. Some, I wot well iiail more, some CAIUS 
But for tliis place it may suffice, that it watt tbe teutb part of JULIUS 1 
DD. C^SAR I 

70 
iuirilen, i. Romaue Citiiene. As freed uow from tlieir alleageauce, 
kch \>j their military oath they were bouiid imto, 



* Wliich waa a great abuse offered, amon^ the Barltarians, who set 
aat store by their beards, and suffered them to grow very long. 

7fi 

' Thenta or Tenta elfercutum, a Chariot of Silver or Yvorie, with a 
1 it suttaininf^ the Images of the r(>ds, which was drawen in 
iemne and stately manner unto the Pulvinar. 
K^ Pulvinar. A bed loft, or place where cert^ine rich beds were 
ide for the s^d Imagex to be laid upon. 

■ Flamin. A certaine priest, bearinf^ the name of that god, for 
:e he was instituted. As DiaJii of Jupiter, Martialin of 

, QuirinaKs of KomuluB, etc. Cic. 2 Phil. «aith that M. An- 
m was Flameu to Julius Cteaar. 
' LuptTci, were certaine young men, who at the liceDtious feast, 
^ercalia, instituted to the honour of Pan Lycrtue, otherwise called 
IBUB, by Romulus and Remus, ran up and dowiie naked in the Citie 
Rome. A new kind of these Lupn-ci ordained Ciesar, of his owne 
■Be called Juliani. At this feast Lupercatin, AI. Autonius played 
I part of a Lupercus, at which solemititie, when Cteear sat in a 
one of Gold, arayed in a purple robe, the said M. Antonius 
mpted to doe upon his bead the royall Band, called a Diademe. 

* Whereas, before it was called Quintili', he named it Juliui. 

* This was Caninius Rebitus : of whose Consulship, there go divers 
'bs, as namely these, whereof C'icero was the Author. A vigilant 

iBull we have had of Caniniux, who in all his Consulship never 
■lept winke. Also, A consull we have had so severe and Censar-like, 
OS that during his Consulship, no man dined, no man supped, uo man 
ao mucb as once slept. Likewise Pithalus said of him. Heretofore we 
had Flamina Diales, and uow wee have Consuls IHaler, playing upon 
the ipijui vocation or double sense of the word Dialit, which bung 
derived of Aiije, t. Jupiter, signilieth hie Flamin : but of />■>', i. s day, 
betokenetb a day Consul or Flamin. 

77 

■ According tu Lucune, Omnia Casar i-ral. Ciesar was all in alL 

** Well knowne it is that Sulla was passing well learned both in 
Greeke and Latine, But in that be reeigned up the absolute power 
f his Dictatorship, which be tooko upon him, for an huudred and 
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twentie yeares, thnt is to say, fnr ever ; Cwsiir ^aid he w* 
oriaii, quia nneivit dielnrc, quod munm e»t Gramtnalici : 
the ambipiuus word diflart. i. to endite, or give precept 
QiBiians doe to their schollera, as also, to (^mmatind 
whereof it may seeme that Dictator tooke the name. 

78 
•- Who were in namber 10. 
*< Or, if I may for Pontiaa Aquila : Bpoken hy 



4 



■ Plfbfic, oud not PIfbi, for the commons could not q 
name, as may appeare by Ciceroes words in his second P| 
invective against M. Antooiiu: Thou shewedst the Diadfl 
people all over the common place gave a groane thereat. ' 
ahout to set it upon his head, to the great griefe and son 
people, bee rejected it, with as great joy and npplause of tha 

"^ The name Optimua Maiimus, wherewith the auucim 
■fupiter, aignifieth most bountifull and most powerfull ; wl| 
observed that Bountie goeth before Power: because as Bl 
writeth, it is better &nd more acceptable to doe good unto al 
have power over all. 

'^ In ^i^nt.' a renowmed Citie, built by King Alexi 
Great : for tbe pleasant site much commend^, and tberell 
bee affected by Crsar : at which, there is no day almost tb 
yeare, but tlie Inhabitants behold the Sunne a hininy d) 
them : and which Ammianua calleth Verlicem omniiatt cM 
The chiefe of Cities. , 

'' Ilium, a Citie wliere Troy stood : the Citizens whereof,k 
vvriteth, Cassar in memoriall of his progenitors from thence ^ 
iuid namely, from JQlus or Ascanius the Sonne of Mnnt 
flowed with many franchises and immunities, and therefora 
dome likelihood, that he ment there to make his abode. 

• These (iuindedm^ciri, or lifteene men, were inBtitut«d ii| 
of Cornelius 15ylla with this addition Sacrorum : unto whoaa 
tipperlAined to wee that Sacrifices and Divine service, tli»t. 
Lions, and pror«Hsions, expiations, nod ceremoniall rites d 
duelv performed, as also to peruse the boukes and prop 
SibvllB. At first they were but two, called Duumriri, afta 
uniler the name of Decemviri tacrix fadendui, Alex, ab All 
denial, dierum. cap. 10. 

80 

' Bonum factum. A forme of preface which in olde tim« 
boni omnit eaima, before their Ediutes and decrees, etc, , so « 
as that these two Capital letters B. F. did betoken the same 
orily, as S. C. stand for Senalwi eonmllum. It had the sai 
In noPHJne Dti with qb, i 
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ANNOTATIONS 

* SometJtlcetheBe Braeha, ithcreof Brae hata Gallia, a part of Trans- 

bine Gaule, looke name, for frize rugges striped with sundrie 

lure, which may resemble Irisli inaiitlea ; but I suppuae them to be 

iude of course breches, much like to the Iriah trousse^, but that 

LTB more fulL 

J ri»itig up unto him, and shouting or applauding as he passed 

Brutut quia Rege$ tjeeit contul primuK faetut eKl : 

Uic, quia consuleB ejecil, Hex ponlremh factu* tti. 

I ' Certaine bridges there were for the time made, upon which the 

^bes passed when they gave their voyces in Cainpiu Martiut, at their 

'*' e Leeta and assemblies for Election of Magistrates. 



!■ Some take it to bee the same that Regulus, or Trochilns, thought 
t be the Wren, and is likewise named King of Birdes, in Greeks 
uriXtvr, ominous therefore unto Ctesar, seeking to be king. 



' This is diversly reported by authors. The occasion of which varietie 
'letb upon the affinitie of tnese names, Casaius and Cases. For as 
re were two Cassii at this action, so likewise were there two Ser- 
i brethren, both sumamed Casca. By Alter CassiuB or Casca, 
refore, you may undersbtnd one of the two brethren, or the second 
■ them. For some write, that the one Casca gave him in the necke a 
md, hut not deadly, whereupon Ctesar caught hold of his dagger, 
' ng out, Sceleraie Caxca quid agia ? i. What meanest tbou, U wicked 

ja? and then Casca called unto his brother for heipe, who came in, 

mA gave him his deathes wound, in the breast under tlie chanell bone. 
Plutarch. 

*" Albeit, Qraphiura doth signifie a writing punch (or Bt«ele or wier), 
otherwise called Styiiu, wherewith they wrote in hard matter, as wood, 
or barke, before the use of our parchment and paper, as also our pen 
made of a quill or other substance, as br^e, etc, in which sense it is 
taken in that verse of Ovid, Amor. lib. 1, Eleg. 11 : 

Quid diffitot optu e*t graphium lattare tenfndo ? 

And probable it is that Cssar sitting in counsel! was not without 
such a writing in)<trument : yet both Dominicus Marius upon the fore- 
said verse, and I'erottus also the author of Cornucopia, expounding 
this place of Suetonius, takes Graphium, pro pugiuneuh, i. a little 
poyniard, poinndo, or pocket dagger. And hapely therwith Cssar 
wounded Cassius or Casca (whether you will) being more readie at 
hand, hangii;g Ht his girdle, than the style or Steele aforesaid, which 
f all likelihood was yet in the case or sheath, called Graphiarium, 
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CAJUS coDsidering C»sar was but new set. But I leave the a; 

JULIUS tbu place, in mfdio. 

C£SAR ' Valerius Max. rindu the title uf Vrrfcundia, comma 

DtBirilenllke modestie of Cieear, wbo Dot witlutati ding tlu 
muksred with 2S woimda, for m&nliood uke fuwot not ti 
nakedoesse, and to die in decent niAiiiier : but ax Euripide« 
the virgin Lodie Polixena. 



iroXXqii irpi 
MTiere, by tm 
truHsea or brecL, 

'' This may h"- 
Ilia youth, he 1( 
falleth out to «j 
Rionlj thought w -. 
sort well widi the b 

Some read Koi irv 



e notod, that the Romanes 
<t cover those inferior and sea 
> that which is reported befoi 
le mother of this Brutns : fb 
list time : iu so much as he 
' his. And yet this sttributa 
liat was hetweeae them, 
i. And art thou one of themi 



* ^'irgini Vetlali Miutwna. Phat Nun or Vertall virgin, W 
and dignity excelled the rest, and was the Mistrease as it 1 

Kovemefise of tliem, t)ii?y I'Hlli^d .Vijimn : iiim-li like iiiito t 
Abbesse or Priuresse in our daies. 

84 

° Tlie argument whereof was the deciding of the contention I 
AJHx and Ulysses, about Achilles Armor. 

'■ For, some of lliese who tooke part with Pompeius, 
pardoned. 

' Quicquid prirlerea ad timiium aderat. Others read, od 
aAeriU : understandinif thereby those giftes which they bra 
offerings to his Ghost, and be called Infericf. 



" Which is counted one of the Climacterich years, in which it 
out that 7 is multiplied by 8, which two numbers, as Cice: 
observed, G de Rep., be complete. A revolution fiital to Scipio Ai 
the yonger, to Virgil aUu and Plinie. 

'' Appini) writeth, that it was iu a sodaine uprore of the 
burnt to the ground. 

'^ To signi^e, that upon that day. The father of his conot 
killed. 



ANNOTATIONS UPON 
OCTAVIUS AUGUSTUS CiESAR 




tr divitorer, openuque campeatret. Thia was thought to bee bnt 

occupation, namely, to ^ve amon^ the Tribes, such sums of 

Eia the Cimdidati, or those that stood in election for offices 

d and pronounced for the huyinft of voices. Tlie name also 

o be odious, liowsoever Plautus in Autul. calleth them MagUtrot 

Likewise all such servitours as otherwise gs.yc atteudance in 

10 Mariio, and thereby gat & living, whom he t^rmeth here operan 

•eilret, were but of nieane reckoning. 

5 
< PaJaliL In old time Rome was divided into foure 
Incipall regions or quarters : Subarrana, Eqailina, CoUhm, iind 

^ The manner in old time was, that the newe borne babe should be 

OQ the bare f^round to cry aud call upon the Ooddesse Opa, who 

b gently had received iL And the Guddesse forsooth, iJiat helped to 

^ it up Bgaine, was colled Levaita, i. a l^vandn. AugiiEtio. Macrob. 



* Tlie Virile robe was Uie ordinary Romane gowiie, all white without 



purple, which they wore when they came to be past 16 yeares of age. 

'' To wit, braoetets, chaines and collars, Speare etAves without iron 
heads, trnpplngs, chapleta and guirlnnds, etc. 

° Tliis was the Triumvirate, so much spoken of: during which, M, 
AntoniuB, M. Lepidus, and Augustus rul^ joyntly together. 

12 
• Marcus Brutus. 

*■ Hee meaneth Cicero, as appeareth by an Epistle of D. Brutus unto 
Cicero in these vrurds, Nnrravit mihi, etc., iptum C/Bnarfm (^Augjuiuvi) 
nihU mne dr. te qantian nia dictum good dicerrt, te dixinte lai^ndum 
adoleiimitenir omandiini, loUendum : ir. non commitmiram at to/li pmtlt. 
In which words, as also in this place of Tranquillus, there is en 
squlvucBtiun or doubtful! sense in this Vt^rbe ToUrndvm : which in one 
Bignification, is in manner (equivalent with Imtdandtim and oitiandum ; 
Dd betokeneth, to bee advanced, eTtoJlcd, or lifted up : and so is to 
e tAken in good part : but in another, it is all one with Collendum dt 
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• Which by the L 

the knights or Gentl 
4(XXM)0 Sesterces. 1 
Cwsar, and L. Rosciu 
14 Seates named E^ 
Orcentra arising by de 
and so farther of. Ab« 
sat the common pcopl 
Howbeit, for all the lav 
credit^ used to sit indifl 
other Lawe Julia was c 
precisely. Carol. Sigon 



°' When in stately Pc 
ima^^es of the Gods iu 
solemne manner. 

** A coast-townc of Ital 
short cut over sea : so (*all 
was made by the sea^ divii 
a part of the continent or 
since that Maritime llegi 
called Magna (irtecia. 

<^ In that hee put down( 
Cleopatra a stranf^er and I 
bastardie, as well as if thi 
mate, hee faulted iu comn 
ceeded to call the soiines 



;l, '■ v^ I^in^ o^ Kin^. As absui 

when havinfj: bv bo»- ■■• 



nan^"'' '' 



ANNOTATIONS 

t in the hehalfe of M. Antunius, cousidenDg he was their OCTAViraJ 
F^ and Protector. For other foroiu States oud Cities usually ALTGUSTUSig 
B shrouded under the favour of Gentlemen at Rome. In which C^SAR ' 
, he laid not to their chiir^ that they had not sided with him- 
fe, but rather taken part with their Patron Antunii ; coneidering 
~t nere bond wherewith Hurh Protectors and Clients or Dependeots 
B linked together: which Dionyaius suppo»et]i to bee almost as 
ident as Rome it selfe, and almost m|UBll to that of Allies, yea and 
UfoUie in bloud. 

t A Promontorie or Cape in Epirus, shooting into the Bay Am- 
L the view whereof the aumptuous Armada of Antouie aad 
kepatra was defaited. 

17 
I Tliese Psylli are people io AfTricke supposed ti) have liodies of a 
Vular vertue to kill serpents, as also a special] skill in suckin); foortli 
ionie out ot the wound made by tlieir sting'. Yet Cornelius Celsus, 
' 27, is of opinion, that they have no principal! gift or cun- 

s feate above other men, but more Iraldnesse rntlier, con- 
Eed by use and )>ractise. For the veiiome of a serpent, sitith hee, 
Vteth not by being tasted, but as it is tnfiised by a wound, which he 
^eth by those poysoas that the French use especially in bunting. 
Id therefore a verie Snake or Adder it selfe, may bee eiiten safely, 
w ever the sting is deadly ; and if whiles it lyeth astonied or fae- 
jnmed (the cast wherof these Moute-baukes or iuglers have by 
^hiiea of certaine medicines) one put bis finger into the mouth there- 
in and be not bitteo or stung withall, there is no spettle or tilimie 
liumoura there to doe harme. ■'o that whosoever else, by example of 
these Psylli shall sucke any wound inflio-ted by a Serpent, he shall 
doe it safely, and cure besides, the party that is stuug. Provided 
alwaies, that hee have no sore or ulcer, in gnjmmes, palate, or any part 

'' Some thinke this kinde of Aspis which sbee used, was Pytiu, 
others llyjmale^ ; for that the sting brought drowsinesse upon lier : 
and Lucane called it Aspida Somniferam. But common it is uutn all 
tJie sortes to kill by sleepe and stupefaction without paine, some 
sooner, some later ; liut aU witliin the tpace of fl houres : eo that 
Hgpnale may seeme to be a geuerall attribute to them all- 



■ As if hee counted those I'tolemees dead, who left uo memorable 
artes Itehiiide them: and Alexander, a King still, ur worthie alone 
to be called King, whose memorial! was yet no fresh and lively. 



Kf For that one of his parentes was a Parthine, tlmt ii 
ir of lUyricum, and the other a Romaue. 
' Solinus. 
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20 

" Warres take the uame of those that bee vaaquiahed. 
bellum, Germatiicum, Dalmatieum, etc., id wbicli U*iile, C 
Dalmatta be subdued. 

** Somi! take this bridge to be a kinde of fabrick o 
for tbe assault of the towne Metulium, and aot an 
built over some river. 

21 

* Thia temple, aa appeareth afterwards, hee had i 
Fhilippiao warre, wliich hee undertooke in revenge afi 
Julius Ciesars death, and therefore dedicated it unto Mmt 

22 

■ Tlie Temple of Janus Quirinus, or Quirini, because 
founded l^y Romulus, Numa Pompilius his successor orditiiiji 
open iu time of warre, aud shutte when there was peacel V 
Janus wns termed under a two-folde name, Patuclua aaj| 
Once it has shutt in the said Numa bis reigne ; and a^M 
after the Rrst I'unick warre ended, when III. Atjliue, knd TM 
ur Mallius, were Consuls. At all times before and «ft«r it M 
untill Augustus C'^sars daies ; durinfc whose Kmpire itV 
shuL First, upon the defeature of Antouius ana CleMH 
Actium. Secondly, after his victorie iu ^psine over tfifl 
Idst of all, when aU nations (in manner) of the earth b^9 
his victories, grew to an universBll peace. About whidu 
Saviour Jesus Christ, Immauuei, that True Peace-inakflrl 
God and us, was borne. Thus Oroaius reporteth, and nm 
nvt ttrtio. Howbeit Uvie eeemetb to ackiiowledj^, but od<n| 
upon tiie Actiack victorie. ' 

'' Ovation was a kinde of petie triumph : wheriu the I 
victors rode not in n Cliariot, nor wore a Coronet of Lou 
of tlie Myrtle. It tooke tlie name all omfiut, L Sheepe Sscr 
ratlier all the voyce, Ovoe, which the Soldiours iu their m ' 
resounded. 



4 



* Tlie Romune Armio connisted of Ixgiojis, who » 
and otAuTiSa, t. aids, and those were of Allien and confedera 

'' 'lliis day, was ^nff dicni quarluni noii Se.Ttil, i. the eeci 
of August. Which was also that verie daye of the moueth. 
the RomauB in times past suffered the desasterous over 
CaniUB. 



24 



e neopli 



e wonne their imnoTteQJj 
conquered the whole world : as Cicero saith : Pro Murtma, j 
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I' December, Januarie, and Februarie. OCT A VII 

■ Thereby disabling tiiem for being serviceable souldiers. AUGUSTUS 
* Tbeae Publicanea, su called for that they fermed their Cities C£SAR 
reneH-eS] as Customes, Tolles, Imposts, etc., were likewise Kniglites 

t Getitlemeii of Rome, anil by beiug ito earnest to buy out one of 
e sort, were thought to favour him, and minded presently to 
liim st liberty : which was coiitrary to his intent. 

25 
' For his Uucle and Predecessor Julius Caesar, had taken up that 
B of CommilUoiies, by occasion of so many troubles that 
lowed him, and therefore was driven to speake his Souldiers fayre, 
' libertines were those who having l>eeue bond were made free or 
IDumised : and tliese were not capable of Militia Homana, but in 
« of great extremitie and desperate coses. 

° It fteemeth hy tins, that these imlliirr and viuralt coronets were 

",e of some other matter than Silver and Gold. Yet Aul. (iell., lib. 

,>. I!, writeth that both these, as also the Xavale, were of fiold. 

, the Vallare or Caslremnn coronet, (for they were both one) 

mbled vallum, i. the llampier a palaisade about a ('amp, made 

. i. stakes or pales sharpened at the head, wherewith the baiike 

was the better fortilied, and hee received it as an honorable 

rard, who first mounted the said palaisode, and entered the Camp 

The Mursll, was taecioiied like to the battlemeuta of 

dl, given likewise unto that souidier, who approached the euemiee 

1 first, skaled, and climbed over it into the Citie. As for these 

WtK, albeit they be commoidy taken for the ornaments or trap- 

fi of horses, yet it appeareth that they be the ornaments of the 

' IB ; and as well they as Torques were, Tmtatitin militum 

trie and common gifts bestowed upon good souldiers. 

« Juvenal, Satyr, ult. : Ul lieti phalrriK omrwi, el tor^uibun ortDien. 

^ Such as he called before Manipularet and Gregariot : although in 

other authors, Caligati stand for all maimer of souldiers. 

■ In Latin Festimi Icntf : much to this sense in our English tongue : 
No more hast then good speed ; for, Tlie soft lire makes sweet malt. 
This proverl>e the same Auurustus exprestied also in his coiiies, wherein 
hee stamped together with lightning or a thunderbolt, the God Termi- 
nus, represeating hy the oue, Celeritie ; and by the other, Stayednesse. 
Like as Titus Vespaaianus the Kmjierour joyued an Anchor and a 
Dolphin together in his coiiie, to the same purpose, 

' A verse of Euripides, in the Tragedie Phanuta, t. A warie Cap- 
taine is better than a venterous. 

zme of Cato, Soone enough is tliat done. 



J 



Ucb is well doi 



26 
y the law Annaria, that L. Julius, ■ 
■quired it was, that a Cousull should i 



t be under the age of ^il. 
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Vet for their worthiQeBse and demerits, some attaiue to | 
uiiderSO. 

>> like unto thin was tlie speech of that CeiiturioOj who K 
hy Julius (.'vsar Uictator, for to have tlie time of his guvemn 
conduct of an Armie in the province proroeed, Etandin^ be 
doore of the Senate house, ftnd tnking knavledge that it worfi 
granted, ehooke hiH sword hilt with hia hand and said, -fflfll 
i. This then shall proroge it. ^^H 



I 



■ Three such HsUes there were in Itome, wherein Judicial 
were held, and causes pleaded. 1. Romanum, which was so mi 
queuted with Ijiwycre and their Clients, that Cato t'ensorius di 
his opinion, that it should bee paved with Calthropx, to keepe t 
rabble which hanted it. 2. Ca»arevm, that I'esor Dictator bu 
adjoyned thereto the Temple of Venus Genitrii. :). Augusti, i 
was annexed by him one Temple of Mars Ke\-enger. For, anal 
erec:^d in the (.'anitoli, after he had regained fivm the Parthia 
Itoman Starideras and militarie eneignes, which they woiim 

'' All .\m phi theater, and a Theater, differs as the full Moon 
the liulfe, or a compleat roundle from a st ' ' ' 



.TO 



31 
" Augurs were certaiae Priests employed about the observat 
Birds, and from them out of their learning gave directiona. 
number at first they were but three belonging nnto the three ai 
tribes of Rome. lu processe of time there was a Colledge ur co. 
of them to the number of 24, namely, in the daies of Sulla Diet 
so that I doubt not but amotif; these were «ome appointed tot 
roinisterie eyther about the Uoddesse Salus, i, tiealth or safety, 
whom there was likewise a Temple built, or else in the noiiu 
bebalfe of the people, Captare Augurium etilulU, which as Dio mi 
report, was in this manner : That they should call unto God tor sa; 
if he would permit: as if it were not lairfull to crave it at the i 
bands, uulesae they first granted it. And one day every yeare 
chosen for this buisinesse, iu which no Armie did set forth to wi 
no man warre against them, nor toke weapon in hand ta figh' 
thing that could not be, during the lale troubles and civill wk 
No men'eile therefore, if this Junction being forelet, was now ti 
up araine by Augustus, when by occasion of peace, he did shut 
Temple of Janus. And as this function was called Auguriam, go 1 
DO reason but the very Augurship or Sacerdotall dignity it selis tn 



3 might be uiimed Auguriiim, iti the same forme, that presently OCTAVIL'S 
_Br, the Flametiship or Priesthood helouging' to Jupiter, is named AUGUSTUS 
Jaminium : atid this I take to be the meaning of our Author. C^SAR 

[' Which were Eolemnized ouce in au hundred, or ae some saj, au 
mdred mid ten yeares. 





the yeare 230 Law-daies ( 



I) ordained it was, that a Paricide, should first be 
rods, und then, sowed within a lether male or budge to- 
1 do^, a cocke, a viper, and an ape, and so throwen into 
me running water. 

^ Whereof Cornelius Sylla was the Author intituled : dg Jhlti*, or 

)tlamentaria. 



' Many lawes went under the title Sumplaaria, to represse tlie 
bimoderate expense in apparell, and belly-ciieere eBpecially ; as 
imely, Faniiia, Didia O^pia, Cornelia, Julia, as well CiesBris 
\ Augiisti. But io the time of Tiberius Cxear, notwiUistaodine 
i did what he could to keepe them in force, yel they were nil 
brogated. 

* Lex JuHa, Caaarii el Augimti, de AdiiltrriU el Piidieilia. For albeit 

the law Scatinia ', provided against the later, to wit P/mterutie, yet the 
penaltie thereof by vertue of the said law was but Pecuniaria, i. a 
mony matter. Whereas bv Julia it was CapilaJu, t. worthie of death. 
And, that AugustuR eitabfiitlied and inforced this law agaiust lucon- 
tinencie, it may appeare by this, that Sejctus Aureliua reprooved him : 
becau>!e being himselfe given to losciviousnesse, yet he was a most 
severe and sharpe chaeticer of that vice : as also by that answere of a 
young man, whom be for committing adultery with his daughter Julia 
smote with his owne hands. Who thereupon cried out, Ng^ov tSrjuat, & 
Kataap, t. Thou hast made a lawe O Cssar. Now as touching the fore- 
said law Scatinia, it wiis so called (as Valerius Maximua writeth) by 
occasion of one Scatinius' a Tribune of the commous, who agaiust 
Icinde had abused a sonne of Marc^Ilus, and was therefore condemned 
accordingly. 

' De ittMlti. Of which there were divers, namely, Acilia C'alpurnia, 
Aufidis, Bwbia Emilia, Cornelia Fulvia, Maris, Pompeia, Pstilia, 
Tullia and Julia, CEcearis and Augusti. 

^ Lex papia poppita, de maritandU ardinibui, wherof, there were 
many branches and chapters, not only respecting this conjunction of 
tlie Oentrie and i 



' Ot Scnntilia. 



; but also concerning penalties to be laid 
' Oi Scantinius. 
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35 

* The badges that distinguished Senatours from a 
Robes purfled or embrodered with broad studs of purpln 
head», oilled thereupon iMlielavi, and shoes with peskee f 
the homed tip« or pointed ends of the moone, u&med theft 
luriali, in token of their auneleiit Nobilitie, aa aome interpM 

'' These solemne feaRles at wliich Senators were allowed to I 
were Epulum Jovit otherwise called Cttna Diatit within tht 
likewbeOnn TriumpkaHt Ponlifieialit,tiad AuffuralU, i. *' — - 
Ruppers to the honour of Jupit«r, at triumphes, ^veu b 
and Augurs. 

" The first day of everie moneth. 

* The Ifi of March, Ma^ , July, and October, the 13of tU 

I 

* A judiciall court there was at Rome called Cenlumvirm 
for that it consisted of certaine Commissioners or judges namq 
inn', i. The Hundred men. Before whom were debated cin 
and causes betweene citizen and citizen, of no great iaf 
Chosen these were out of everie Tribe three : and those k^ 
35, which number doth arise to lOfi, but in round reckoiiinyl 



i. U.73 
aliytd 



for an hundred. 
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■ What these ornaments and bodges were, T. Liviua t 
the .30 booke of his flomnne Hitlorie : to wit, a crowne of Tj 
a fiure golden Boll : a curiUe, Ivorie choire, with a staSe li^ 
scepter of Ivory : a long Robe embrodered of suudrie colM 
rich coate of Needle worke representing the Date tree. J 

'' This solemne shew or Riding of Roman Gentlemen, waw 
Idea : the 15 day of QuintUit, alias July yeorely. InstitutM 
Fabius Rutilianus in die honour of Custor and Pollux, who] 
unto the Romans, at the battell neere the Lake Regillua, 4 
theyatcbivedauoble victorie. They rode from the Temple oC 
as some write, or as others, of Mars without the wallee, thq 
Forum, and b^ the Temple of Castor, up into the Capit^, 4| 
chaplets of Olive hmuncties, as Plinie writeth, lib. lo Nalvn^ 

40 ' 

' By this It appearcthj that ordinarily he might not bse4 
of the cummuuH, wliu was not u Senator : for albeit this boil 
iMnji^iBtrute. yet might a commoner be a Senator. 

'' Whereupon, Suidas tbinketh, Annoiius tu take their nri 

avii rit Niiirac SMfitvas, i, because cortie was wont to be deM 

the people, upon the Nones of everie muneth, i 
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ANNOTATIONS 

i> of March, May, July and October, and the fiftli of the rest : OCTAV] 

lereaa indeed Annona \e derived ab anno, i. the years, quati annalie AUGUST! 
alimoiiia, i. the yeares provision of food. .-■inn .. 

<= It seemetli tiiat AufipiBtus held of two Tribes : to wit, Sca}itia, uuto 
which the Octavii belonged, and wherein he was Iranie : aud Fabia, by 
his adoption into the familie of the Jiilii. 

^ For, howsoever the Romaiie habit was the Gowne, yet permitted 
were they, upon necessitie. namely to eave the said gowne in foule 
wether, or to defend themselves Ironi cold, to cast over it a oloake in 
any frequented place of the Citie, as were the Forum, i. the common 
pleading court^rd or Market place, aud the Circus, i, tlie Shew 

^^'' 44 

■ For the ordinarie Roman Gownes were white and fkire kept, 
'' Of these spectacles and games, some were Matulini, some Meri- 
diani, and o\hoi Pomeriiiiani : according as they were exhibited, in the 
morning, at noone, mid after-noune. 
46 
^ These were railed likewise eacred Games, as Stage-playes, 
Gymnicke Exercises, and Masteries in Musicke, in Neroes time. 

^ They teoke that name of a apatious Gallerie or walking place 
called Xyttof, wherein they were woont to exercise in winter tune, 
40 
in Italy and other Provincee planted 
which Decurioneg, as one would say 
Aldermen, had the same authorise as Senators in Rome. 

47 

• Hereupon, some Province* were called Cataris, or Prasidiariir : 
namely, whicli were ruled by the Emperours sole appointment, and 
had strong Garrisocs placed in them : others, Popitli, and they were 
named Pralori/r, Coruularen, or Proconsularai, governed by I'retors, 
Comnli, or their Vicegerents. 

50 

* There is a kinde of Monkey or Marmoset in Ethiopia, going 
nnder the name of Sphinx, in Plinie. The Poets also faine, that a cer- 
taitie tnonsterous beast so called, sometimes did haunt the Citie of 
TliebeK and the Territorie about it : which from a rocke proposed 
ridalee unto the passengers. This monster by their report, caried the 
reeeniblance of three creatures, to wit, a Foule, a Lion, and a niayden, 
according to these vers^ of Ausonius. 

Terruit Aoniam voiitcrU, Leo, virga, Iriforrait 
Sphinx : volucri» penna, pedilmt /era ',Jroiilt purlla. 
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A three-shap'd Sphinx, Bird- Liou-M aid, 

Auninn l&nd did frij^lit. 
In winfc B, foiile, ii) feete a beast ', 

In face a virgin [bright], 

Plinie writeth in the last booke of his Naturall HUtmir, That 
Augustus used at the beginning to Higuo vith this Sphinx engnreu 
upon his Signet. ' And verily,' quoth he, ' in the casket of his mothen 
Jewels two of these he found, bo like, that one could not be ditoenied 
from the other. And as hee was woout to weare the one wherewenr 
lie went, so in bis absenoe during the civill ivarres with Authouie, Iiu 
friends that menBfred his affaires at Kome, sealed nitli the other, IIum 
missives and edicts which paai«ed in his name. And from hence it 
came, that those who received any such letters or edictes coutcynint 
matter of diflicultie, were wont merily to say, that the said Sphitu caiM 
ever with some hard riddle or other, which could not be awtnltd. 
Wliereupou Augustus to avoid the obloquie that arose by his Sphinx 
gave over sealing therewith, and signed alwaies after with theima^irf 
King Alexander the Great,' etc. 

SI 
■ This humaiiitie and afiable courtesie termed by SoetoD. CtiJBfn. 
was reproved in Alexander the Bmperour by his mother and wlfi) baA, 
as not beseeming the Majestie of a Prince : for they totd hira nusy 
times, that thereby he caused his Imperiall power and dignitie ta M 
tlie more contemptible : Yea, but it is by that meanes, quoth he, boA 
surer, and like also to last the longer, l^mprid. in Alexandro. 

63 
" This name Dominut among the Romans, tike as Sir with ns, «a» 
diversly used. In the sense of imperious and Lordly commaond, at 
wee »ometime take [Lord] it wan odious : as having a relation to 
Ser^u* B. slave or villaiue. To mollifiQ therfore the harshneese of Um 
word, they used to terme bousholders or masters of &milies, patrtt- 
/amiliat, in steed of Domino*, as also houshold servantayiifni/ianv, and 
not icrvot. Otherwise they used it by way of flattcrie or faire speech, 
as appearetb io the chap. 31 of Claudius following. Hence it is, that 
lovers call their sweet hearts, Dominai, i. Mistresses. Also if n man 
speaketh unto one, whom he eyther knoweth not, or hath foi^^ten, 
he saith, Domitie, i. Heere you. Sir, according to that BpigTun ill 
Mortiall. 

Cum te non nmaem, Dominum Regemque vocobam. 

AI while that I you kenned not, I cald you L. and King*. 
Last of all, by way of scorne and derision. And so, tbe same Maitiat 
teslifyeth in this Distichon, 
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Or Sir. 




ANNOTATIONS | 

Cum voeo le dominum, noli libi, fJinna, placere, OCTAVIira 

Beepe etiam tvrvum tic raat-ato meuni, AUGUSTUS 

When 1 O Cinna coll you sir, joy not, I yon udvise, C^SAR 

For even mj sen'aut I anlute oft times uo otherwise, 
^hich manner we siteake unto our servant, or any otiier in con- 
j by this terme sirrha: tosay nothing of sir knave. Nomervaile 
fore, if Augustus could not abide this word Dominut bo doubtfully 
I, and seldome iu good sense. 
P IfyO" ™*d [adoperta], i. close aud shut, it may have reference to 
, That he tooke not state upon him, nor sought the peoples 

' 1 : which accordeth to his other behaviour reported before. If 

id], i. open, it sheweth likewise hiK courteous cariage aud 
e : as who was readie to accept of petitions and requests : a 
. J right commendable in a Prince, as it is written of King Arto- 
^es sumamed Mnemon, how riding iu a Carmch with his Queeue, 
Bommaunded her to draw open the curtaiiies thereof, that he might 
f better attend upon his subjects. And this agreeth as well with 
It which foUowetli of Augustus. And hereto 1 rather encline. 

■ He looked not for their attendance Sit home in his owne house, 
fther would he be thought to have conferred witli any one privately, 
touching the publike affaires. 

'': is generailv a received opinion, that within seven naturall daies 
voluntarie ariKtitience from food is nut mortal], as Plinie writeth 
is eleventh booke, who reporteth also, that many have continued 
^ more than eleven daies. Which I easily heeleeve. For, in 
ne knowledge 1 may be bold to report, that a Bitch lived so 
i jel died not, nor miscaried the whelps within her. Some 
icholicke persons therefore, may within the Latitude of Health 
e BO long, yen and those likewise who are fraught top-full with a 
iseofcrud and cold humours, whkh may engender a quartaino 

Xe OS well OS melancholie doth. For, 1 doubt not, but in such 
inicke diseases occasioned and maintained by grosse matters, one 
may abide above eleven daiea without all manner of food. Yet Aulus 
Gelltue saith, that beyond seven dales wjlfull abstinence, a man is not 

55 

■ For, aa Ulpian teatifyeth, I. 18, de Testammto, a law there waSj 
lutt whosoever to the infamie of any person published a Libel] eyther 

in his owne or another mans name, yen without name at all : if he he 
convict thereof, shall be Inlettubilii, i. disabled both for making a will 
bimselfe, and sIbo for to be a witnesse unto anotlier mans. 

6G 

" By these Candidates, he meaneth eylher such aa himselfe recom- 
mended unto the people for any office, as Ciesar his predecessor did 
before him, and those were called Catarit Candidati, or else his 

peciall friends whom he laboured for. 
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*> I'linie, lib, 3J5, cap. 12, writetli, that Cassius his » 
him to have killed ISU testes, with one platter uf poui 

'^ (Jertnine souldiers there were goinf; under the o«i 
as Paulus UJacouuH witneseelh in his supplement : 
writing that VivlentiniaD of a Tribune or Colouell c 
became Emperour. 

64 

■ Germanicus was the soDiie of Druans, and Antonia t 
Now, had Drusufi for his mother, Livia the wife of An 
Antonia for hers, Octavia the sister of Aiig^istus. 

'' In all bargaines of eale, and alienations, the solemne i 
moninlJ forme at Rome wus tbii, that five witnesses at t 
Romatie Citixens and of lawfull age, irith one other beside, of 
condition railed Libripena, (because lie held a payre of bidiui 
the chapman or buyer ghould come with a peece of Brasse coy 
hand, and say, (for example sake, if it were a bondslave to b« 
and sold) these words, ' 'tjiis man or woman, I avouch hy the b 
Romans to be mine, and bought 1 have him or her, for this 
brasse. and with this brasen balance,' and tlierewith, Etrikiiifr 
ballance );ive the brasen peece unto the other portie that isth 
by which imaginarie kind of chaffering, things were alieiial 
their property changed. 

' So ordinarie it was to trulne up ynuth in swimming, 
Gnimmer ', of which the one had relation to the exercise of th 
the other of the minde, that of such as had no bringing up at a 
this proverbe, /m't< vtlv, jitrt ypafifuiTa, 

G5 

* Caiu8 waa sent by Augustus with an armie to supprei 
troubles and insurrections in the East-parts : where he wn i 
treacherously, with a knife or short skeene, by one who pn 
unto him a supplication, of which wound he died ^terwarda. A. 
likewise he sent into Armenia, recommending him unto the C 
these words, that they would vouchsafe him aa wel beloved as Pon 
as valorous as King Alexander, and as fortunate as himsalfe. 

'' These he adciptcd, liecause they were out of the tuition o 
fathers (deceased) in the (Summon Hall or Forum, before thi 
priest^B, and with consent of the people, by vertue of the law Ci 
And this was properly called Adoption. Wheras, Bufficient it i 
adopt others above named with the assent of their fiitfaers, I 
fomiall bargaine of saile called Mancipalio. 

" Certaine questours there were named also CandidaH Ain 
whose office it was to read such missives or letters in the Senate. 

■^ Happily, this he did to know thereby, whether she hod 
naught of her bodie with them or no, considering wee leame i 
' Reading and wrilicg. 
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I phitosophy, 
plexion, favoi 



', that commonly rliildre 



resemble their parents OCTAVIO 

■ ■UGUSTO 

CMSARi 



I brought forth children, all like unto M. JEgrljipa, lier 
a, so long aa he lived, notwithstanding she was knowen to be a 
n strumpet. But beside her answers to that point, unto thoee 
p made a wonder at it, which ye m^ see in Macrob. SatumaL lib. 2, 
i. S, read the pleasant and wittie Epigram of Sir Thomas Moore, 
m the like example. 

)* Alluding to a place of Homer, IHad 3, wherein Hector cnrseth his 
ther Cans, and otter some approbrtous terms saith thus, 
mff o<pt\.is r* Syoyos r' l/itrai, Syaii6f r* d'ao\i<r6ai 

Would God, thou bod'st of womeu ne're bene borne : 

Or else had died thy wedding day hefome. 

verse, by inversion of words and using one of them in a con- 

«nse, Augustus transferred unto his owne person. For it is to 

(noted, that uYovdi: heere in Homef hath a passive signification, and 

ideth, as much, as ^q fnii]6iU, i. not borne, whereas Augustus 

the active, for one that is cliildlesse, or hatli begotten no 

P These Cancers be certain tumors or swelliugs, hard and unequal 
r nature which be called Scirrhes, and of an ugly aspect, as 
C from unnatural! melancholy, breeding, as Cornelius Celsus 
I, for the most port in the superiour region of the bodie, about 
nose, earea, lips, and womeus breasts. Which our Author 
d the Greeke writera name Carcinomaln, for the resemblance 
of the Crab-fish crooked cleies, which the blocke or swart veines all 
about them doe represent, or because they be hardly or uneth 
remooved, if they once take to a place, no more than the said tish 
when it setleth to a thing and claapeth it. Untoward to be healed, and 
commonly the worse for all the cure done unto them. Iliese Cancers, 
if they become ulcers once are termed Wolves. lu regard of which 

trojiertJeB, aptly compared Augustus those ungracious Impes of )iis 
reed, unto them, as being foule Eyesores, distetning his honour, and 
o discipline of his corrigible^. 



L' According U 
■JBe not hasty l 
w£uripidea. 



that sage precept of Solon, tovs ^Aovi fuj mxi koto, 
I making any thy friends, and the saying of Hecuba 

No friend, I say. 
Who loves not ay. 

m^ Ot is unable lot generation. 

K^ [This Note refers to the following words of Ihc original : — ' Nee aliler 
^ Bppcllarc, quam tres vomicas, aut tiia caicinomata sua.' Otnilted in the 
• *i.— Eo. T.T.] 
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Which two rules Propertius elegant])' (-oRiprelicadetfcl 

Kec cito detitto, nee temere incipio 
Late ere 1 love, as long ere I leave. 

'' ^Isope i^ve tliiE lesBon, rg yumiK fujitirort t 
i. ('ommit no «ecrete to a woman. And as for tliia Mnesih 
noted to be I'j^oriiit, more tbaa he should, and one, who ( 
wife was s ehrew and readie to goe from him eveiy day) scMme 
attniienietitg and reconciliatioiis. WherupoD Seneia iw | 
Epistles said, Thnt having but one wife, yet he i ' "^^ 



Senecs in h 
B muMH 

double SH 



■ Every word almost in this verse carieth a double i 
without the luiderstandin^ wheruf, all the grace is la* 
Oynicdaii in one sense, betokeneth one of the Galli, PrieW 
Goddesse Cybele, namod also Opt Maler deum, aad Tellug, i 
very Earth. \Miich priests were gelded or disabled for sei 
and tooke that name of the river Uallus, the water wherof t 
caused men Ui be evirate and effeminate. Now, the maner 
priesteain the divine service of the said gudde^e, was to bearti 
or tamper upon the Timbril, whii'li is expressed here in thea 
Orbem itigiio tetnperal. For that the Timbrill is round and ciri 
signifie the Globe of the earth symbolyBe by Cybele. Aai 
sense, may the verse literallv be interpret«d : but, lieside thii 
cation, Ctfrnrdu/i betokeneth a wanton Pathick or Catami 
Huffereth himself og^nst nature to be abused. Or!iU also is 
the habitable world, and digilo teniperal, is as much to sajr, u . 
the world at a becke, or nt his conimaund, as if the same were i 
Augustus Cawar, who was noted for tliat abhominable filthinesB 
in this latter sense did the people of Konie expound the aaid vta 
apply it nnto him. 

70 

* Of twelve Gods and (ioddesses together t alluding to tl 
select Gods, and as many Gaddesses whom antiquitie in heat] 
honoured above the rest : whose names Eunius the Poet corop) 
these two verses, 

Juno, Vesta, Minerva, Ceres, Diana, Venus, Mars, 
Mereuriua, Jovis', Neptunus, Vulcanus, Apollo. 



J of this Hexnsticon is not perfect, 
e my selfe in the translation of it. 
■ Jupiler. 



ANNOTATIONS 

■ Neyther is it cerlAine what thU Mullia shotild liee. Some read OCTAVIDI 
"bIU, m if it were the name of a chamber within tlie Costell or AUGUSTl 

idyll of the Capital!, which this baiiijuetiiif^ place of his did C^SAR ' 
Pintetfeit, and then we must admit the fifi^re Pronopopaa. Others 
e Mallia to be the name of some woman, imploied in the furnishing 
fl lettiiii; out of such a supper. 
F* For Augustus not onely sate lieere amonff the rest in the person 
T Apollo, but also would sometimes be thought PhiEhus, otherwhiles 
%l»bua his Bunne. 
' For, it is not unknowne what adulteries the Pitets talke of, be- 

e Jupiter and Alcniena, etc., betweene Mars also and Venus. 
H No marvaile, if Jupiter Capitollnus, with other Gods and Goddesses, 
TDg before possessed of the Capitall, abandoned their shrines and 
kpuels, when they saw such in place. 

I Wherein Tormentors whips and scourges were to be sold : and 
»-npon he tuoke that uanio of Tortour (like as before he is sur- 
1 SandaliariuB, and Tragtudus) which Augustus seemed now to 
'a himselfe, whipping and plauging the people with hunger, as 



IS kept, and much libertie 



71 

|l In which moneth the feast Satitranlia w 

nit«d of gaming, feasting and reveling. 

^ In this game called in Latine Lutua taloritm, or Talariiu, there is 

e resemblance of our dies, but that the Tali have but foure feces or 

t, BJid therefore yeeld foure chaunces and no more. Of which the 

ie named Canit or Canieula, answering as some thinke to our Aee, 

ia the worst of all. The opposite unto it, they termed Vimut or 

K#, and is accumpted the best, as which may stand for our Site. 

p third bare the name of Chiui, proportioned to Ttvj/ with us : and 

t Senio, and is as much as Quatre. For in these Tali or cockall 

3 there is no chance of Deiue or Cinqiw. 

'^ Quiniualria or Quin^ualria, were certaine festival! holidaiee held 

for five dnies together in the moneth March to the honour of Minerva. 

See Ovid de Fiut., Var., Macro., Aul Cell. 

L 

^H ' For pleasure therein he called it Syracuste, comparing it to that 
^^KMOtifiiil Citie in Sicily, and because it served his turne for medita- 
^H|Diu and inventions, he gave it the name np^i^vov. 

B 

U • Employed, as it should seeme in h\s civill warres. Certaine 
Midlers there were atfeiidin([ upon the Prince under the name of 
njietralatoret, whose service he used, in spying and listening. la Greeke 
such were named 'Oirr^piv, (TKiiroi and icnrdcrcoiroi. Also in doing eie- 
cnUon npou condemned persons, and in sending of letters unto the 
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laga, uie uivskb ana 
diMthM in iw^wwff of 
nene. And lon^ it wi 
upon occasion uf some 
Alacedonia who as IMut 
taine slaves or captives^ 
his upmost garment for t 
being deadly wounded, w 
for to cover his privio par 
they tooke to wearing t 
Breeches, which the Fren 
they did t»o in Winter one 
those parts without trussei 
with their loose upper ga 
readie to flie open. 

^ Partly, to make a noise 
refresh and coole the Ayre. 

^ As well to coole him as \ 
or a canopie, which thereof 
ica>va>7rctov. N^ow the maniiei 
the better and daintier sort, 
to the fannes of feathers U8< 
but for the meaner, with bea 
** From llome to Praenest 
if then you reckon 125 pases 
an halfe. Cato Censorius wa 
when soever he went to any 
" The abstinence wherof : 
have feeble joynts, and be i 
Augustus was yet, a thing t! 
bring their patients unto, so 
' Which, the wanton ;>»"' ' 
used nf ••' 
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_. . same no doubt that our Tenuis Ball is sent to and fro with OCTAVIUS 

I Racket. Named likewise it was Trigonalh, of a Tennis court AUGUSTUS 
iiin the baines, three square waited : from which wbIh the ball C£8AR 
I rebound. Of this boll, and the exercise thereof, Galeu wrote a 

*" FoUictilum. By FnJIiailM \a meant a kinde of wind hand-baU 
rared with lether : bavine within it a bladder puffed up with wiud, 
B Bofteat and lightest of ail others, smitten, not with a racket as 
B other, nor with the palme of the haml, as that which tliey called 

janica, filled with woole, floekn or yame, hut drlveu with the 

Ubed fist, whereupou it tooke the UHme Pugiilato-ria. 

■ So TumebuH expoundeth it But Issacus Cassubonus under- 
mdeth thereby, Segeglrie or Segalrium, in Greeke trrtyaarpfii', a light 
mquet or quilt. 
' By this, is meant a play, that children used, and not tlint game 

f hazard resembling; dice, at which, hce saide before, they played 

■ For ought that I can gather out of the sundry conjecture* of ex- 
idtourti, these OixUati made of silver or ivorie, resemble the game of 

g Gentlewomen called of some TnU-Madame : or else that pastime 
■lioyee named nine holes. 



' Besides the protie allusion unto the fabulous historie of Ajax, 
rrentiuB hath observed in the word Spongia, a double signification : 
Ewit, a spunge called DdetilU, which writers had at band, eyther to 
^ve and wash out what misliked them, or to blurre and blot the same, 
Bording to these of the Poet Ausunius, 

A ul cuncfM pnrUer veriibtm ohlimit 
Pulvam laclicolor spdngia aepiam. 
hereupon Martialis saith of it, 

UtUU hoe quotitt Kcripla novare volet : 
also a sword. Which addeth the better grace unto the 
«it, considering that Ajax fell upoTi his owne sword. But in this 
■e, 1 have not yet found Spoiigia taken, in any approved 

8<i 

* Augustus taxed Miecenas for being Cacoxelon, and found as mnch 
fault with Tiberius, because he was Antiquariia. 

'* By these words fivpoffptxtU dncinno* Augustus noteth the 
aflectate forced phrases, and curious ynkehome termes as it were, 
of Mwcenat, Cmu* oratio, as Seneca reporteth of him, E^tt. 04, ague 
toluta e»l, ac ijme di»cini^afi. His manner of stile might be cam- 
pared to those haires of Us, curled with crisping pins and bexmered 
wit h odoriferous aile«, which Cicero callath eapitiot eaiamutratM tl 
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TAVIUS delilniioi. Neither Ho I thinke thnt Augustus reprehendeth Msmhu 

lUJGUSTUS far using theae words, nvpo&pfX'it chtcinnot, because it is his ovne 

'' CiSSAIIi manner in writing to enterlace Greeke with Idtin, &iid besides, no 

CacoxfJon is therein to he found. But his over curious t«rme« ud 

new devised phrases he an calieth, for that MsMwnas was wont in 

trimming and tricking up himselfe to be somewhat vomannifih. 

" Auguirtus in a certaine Epistle unto MwcenHH by expressing hit 
owne nice and delicate phrases, afler a sort derideth them, wid 
dehortetli him thereto, in these words : Vain mtJ gemmevm MtduUia 
ebur rjT Uttruria, laier Aretinutn, a/tamiu ruptmoM, TiberinuM 
Margaritam, Citviorvm Smaragde, laspi figulorum, Berylie Ponmn*, 
carbufwiilum Italia, col 'aa avmtpii iriwra nakayna Mircharum. (a 
which words, aa in a mirror he might see himselfe. 

'' As if he should say, ' Never a barrell better herring.' Therv wis 
neyther of them better than other, as offending both waies. The 
Aaiatick Orators were Cacozeli, Cimber, Atticus and VeramiuB,'-J"'>- 
quarii. So that, it was meere follv and vanitie to make any doubt, 
whether of them to imitate, being all starke naught 



* This SphK^ruii was a deep Scholler and great Humanitian as we 
speake, and whom tlie Greekes call Phtiologon. L'nder him Augustus 
became noXvitaStit, i. skilfull in historic, antiquities, etc., like as, i 
Areus he learned philosophy. 

^ The principal! Authors whereof Horatius comprised h 

EiipolU atqve Cratinut ArUtophaneaifne povUi. 
In this maoner of Comedio the vices of men aud women were rmtr*' 
seiited and taxed upon the Ktnge over-boldly, and plainly to tlieir 
discredit. For wliich it grew to be ofFensive, aud was laid away ■ 
long time. 

" VVlio was Censor in his time, and perswaded in his orations that 
al men of what degree soever should be compelled to marie for pro~ 
creation of chiidreu. 

90 

■ Pliiiie, lib. 2, cap. 55, Nat. HUt. writeth, that it never lightneli 
above live foot within the ground. Fearfull persons therfore thinks 
such deepe caves most safe. 

91 

■ By this custome and gesture, as the argument and circunutanm 
of the place naturally importeth, he tliought to intrent the goddeMe 
Nemesis for to spare him : Nemesis I say, whom the Heathea 



imagined to attend witli an eiiviouseye, upon all excessive prosperilie. 
To avoid therefore adverse afterclapH, which this spitefull goddCBM 
might bring upon him, unlesse they were pacified, Augustna thus 
debased himselie supentitiously, and in some sort, seemed to abri^* 



ANNOTATIONS 



hiH owne felicitie. Much after the maimer of Pol/crates that ricli 0CTAVIU3 
tyrant who to be excused from this NemeaiH, flung Juto the sea a AtJGUSTUS 
jewel, with a precious atone of iuestimable price. C£SAR 



* yutidirur among the Romans were those dnies in every moiieth 
whereon they kept fayres and markets. It should aeeme merefore, 
that he held the day after them ominous and of unlucky presage, as 
we My in our proverbe, 'A day after the faire," or else because he had 
•ometime not sped very well, when as he did set out in his journey 
upon such a day. 

'' JVonU, quasi, non it, which literallv osseth as much as, Vou go 
uoL Much like to that iu I'linie \!> lib, cap. 11), when M. Crassu* 
was readie to embarke in that infortunate expedition into Parthia 
where he was slune, a fellow cried certaine tigs to lie sold with this 
note, Cauneat, Cauneas (for of that kinde were thone lifre) which ossed 
thus much unto him, as if iu short speech he had cried Cave nc eat, 
eaiie m tat, i. Take heede you go not this voyage. 



■ An Idoll resembling an Oxe, wliich tlie jEgyptiana worshipped as 
s God for Serapis. 

'> He did this, as it should seeme in policy, because he would not 
be thought addicted to the ■Jewish sect For otherwise it appenreth 
a« well by his fracious Indulgences granted unto them, as his own 
testtmonie in Edicts and commissions, wherin be giveth unto' their 
God [the true and onely God] the attribute of i^s, and instituted 
for ever certaine Holocausts, or whole burnt offerings, to wit, two 
lambs and one bul, to be offered unto that aoveratgne and most high 
Diety. 

04 

■ Some have expounded this of our Saviour Christ, King, not of 
Rome onely, but alHO of all the world, who tooke our nature upon 
him, and was bonie in the daies of Augustus Csesar. 

■> The like conception by a serpent is reported of Olympian tlie 
mother of king Alexander the greet, of I'omponia likwise the mother 
of Scipio Alricanus. 

" This broad seale wherewith were signed letters Patents and other 
publike Instruments, caried a stamp representing the Citie of Rome : 
and being thus put into his bosom, prefigured that he one day should 
have the govemement of the state and commonweale, 

** Symiioliiiug thereby, that the Citizens of Rome, who before time 
might not lawftilty be scourged were in danger to loose their liberty 
in that behalfe. 

9S 

■ Or, when he stood the first time for to be Consull. For, the 
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EKTAVIUS maner was of the Cimdidi.ta or 

AUGUSTUS nifht befons the Election day t 

C^SAA open ayre : and afterwards eurc 

niade of oue eiitier peecp within 

fore appointed (which thereupo 



nnipetitours at the ConeiiUh 
ie without tlie Citie abroad 
in tlie niomini; to ^t in a 
; precinct of a certains pUc* 
was called Templum) and th 
presented unto them a gqn 



uid expect uotill e 
fortunate signe. 

96 

■ Cum augeri hoxtiai imperatiet. The raaniier was of the lU 
they could not speed of Uieir Goda ittvour at the Jirst Bscrifioe, 
more boasts still, untill they saw some tokens thereof: which 
Southsayers learniu)(was caued Lilare. Thus did Paulus .£ini] 
20 together, and obtained no warrant of bappie successe bed 
had Elaine the one and twentith. Yet eome write, that Sacrift 
then said Augeri, when toe«ther with the beasts, there is use ol 
mol^f u meat and salt, \vhich kind of Ostes be called Matitt, 
magit auctiv. 

'> Significant names both, and ossefi of victorie. EutichnSt 11 
Luckie or Fortunate : Nicon, Victour or Conqueroui 



97 



^utic hna, Ha^ 



' This Bolemnitie of purjting the Armie e%'erie five y 
tuted by King Servius Tullus, and celebrated with th' 
Swine, u Sheepe and a Bull, named thereupon Stiovetauri/ia. 
upon, the revolution of five yeares, they cnlled Lunlrum. This Ta 
or office belonged sfternards to Generals of the field : like i 
expiation uid purging of the people unto the Censoura. Alt 
maner of Luilrum is here meant. Carol. Sigoo. Atcon. 

^ VVritingB or Instruments signed, conteyninz the said i 
whereby they bound tliemselves, as it were, by obligation to p 
perfome the same. Oftentimes also they &stened thera with 
unto the knees of those Gods or Idols unto whom tliey auna 
thoM vowes, according to that verse of Juvenal, ^atyr. i. 
iucerare Deorum. 



Propter 



■a^fa> 



" Pratur eotmuetudincm. Suetonius seemeth lieere to fargti 
■elfe, writing that Augustus contrarie to his olde wont embark 
night, having reported before, that it was his manner lO U 
Torrentius would salve all, expounding it thus, that hie hasti 
long journey (for it was a good stretch from Astura to BeneYa 
was contrarie to his wonted manner. But to speake, what I ti 
his journey now by night, was occasioned by a gale of windt 
served well for Beueventum, and hath no reference at all i 
accustomed travaile. Some would read, (pro comutlwline) i. afl 
■, but they respect not the scope of our Author, ' 



purpose in this place i 






and pr^aging his death. 



dowue certame 
Among which, 



thismnbeTi 



ANNOTATIONS 

for one. Thai he did a thiiig nowj repugnant to his ordiuarie guise. OCTAV 
A point, I wis, observed too much even now a daiea by those tliat AUGUSl 
are superstitiously given. Although, I am not ignorant, that of this C£SAR'| 
observation, in aiclie follce, there maybe a natural! reasua rendered, 
out of Phisicke. 



* De nam Alexandr'ina. By A'fifM he meaiietb as I suppose, Glatsin 
(by the trope Synccdorie), i. the whole fleete, like as by the »ame figure, 
clanti* siCTifieth a sliip. For one vessell alone arrived not into that 
haven of Puteoli, fraught with marchandise, considering that the same 
is by other writers named iioptvTiKis irroXos, and Comeatug. Vea, and 
by the Rgure Catacbnmia, Martial calleth it Niliaeus calaplua, which 
properly betokenoth the fleet when it is arrived. Neyther is it like 
that Mariiiers and Passeugers out of one ship oaely saluted Augustus 
in this wise. 

*> Qitadrngenot aureos. Every such peece was worth fifieene shillingB 
starling and better, aunswerable to our Spurre Roials. 

'■ Tliese commodities ware thought to be Drugs and Spices of all 
sorts, webs or clothes in Say, Books, Paper, Glasses of sundrieiBshious, 
teere of flaxe, hirds, or Tow, sindall or line Hnneo, twisted yame 
and threed of divers colours, Babylonian and .Egyptian cloath, well 
fevoured bondslaves, anil of good education, etc. 

■i i'icinam caprti* iruuiam. Vet some read otherwise, Viciaam 

caprtoi iniulam, i. The Hand Capreffl neere adjoyning, as if Augustus 

bad abode all this while in the skirt and coast of Campania, or in some 

^^^er of the neighbour llauds. But I incline rather to the former 

^^^noution. 

^^^P The Citie of Ease and Idleoesse. 

^^^P This Masgabas, seemeth by his name to have beene an A&icane, 

^^IpkOm Augustus had made Constable as it were of that place, and 

I ruler over a Companie, that he sent thither to dwell, after he bad 

purchased it of the Neapolitanes. And for that Augustus had in mirth 

given him the name of Founder, he was so reputed, and his yeares 

minde after his death solemnized accordingly. 

* Morba variante. I take it, he meaneth that which CeUus c&lleth 
Ahtim variam, and other Phyeitians Egenlioneii varitu, namely when in 
a fiuie the excrements and humors be of divers colours, an argument 
tliat nature is not able to concoct them being so irregular, and therfore, 
somtimee a deadly figure. Or, it may be e3:paunded thus. That other- 
whiles beseemed to be better and on the mending hand, and thereupon 
more venterous. Then read, Jforfro t^riante lamen, etc. 
_ '' Celebrated everie five yeares after the Grtecian manner, and called 

nicke, because the masteries therein, were performed by Cliampions 
t their better agilitie well ueere naked. 

100 
I.Thit WBi & spedall honour and indulgence granted by a singular 
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iwivUed^, for otherwUe it was agrunst the cu^tanie and Inwes i 
Romans to briiif; a dead bodie into a facred place, ar into tfae 
fur feare of pollutiiif; and profaiiiing it. 

** The SenatDuTB and i>«ntlemeD of Rome wore rings of G«li 
CotnmoQeri of Iron. 

° The chiefe Collede^ and Sodetie«, at tliis time were eoi 
foure, that is to say : The Pontifies or chiefe Priests, the Aiy 
the Septem-virs, or seven trardens called EpuloJtta, for that fat 
belonged the charge of providing the sacred feasts, the aump 
suppera of the I'ontifies. uamed Orita adjieialet, as also the s> 
Tables, in the honour of Jujnter and other Code, and foortbly, « 
Quindreimvirs, tacrit faeiu7idu,i. Flfteene overseers nf the Saeri 
Afterwards adjoined tliere was to these a fifth, Atigutttilium Soda 
erected by order from Augustus, and others in processe of time t 
precedent. 

^ This Rotlra was the publicke pulpit for Orations, standing ii 
common Market place, called Forum Bomamtm : bo called for tl 
was beautified with the beake-heads of ships (named in LAtine, Bi 
which in a memorable fight at Sea, the Romans uonne frttm 
enemies. Neere unto which were certaine shops called Vt 
Tabtma : and absolutely veterrs, for distinction of others, knowt 
the name of ^otvr, i. the new shops. Yet some are of opinion, 
in this pliice our Author meaneth Rontra vetrra, t. the olde pnlpil 
put s difference betweene it and another named Nova, i. the New. 

" You muft thiiike, that the dead bodie to be burnt in a Aid 
fire, was set therein so, as the ashes and bnnes thereof remained i 
by themselves from the rest. Otherwise, the ashes of wood, the b 
likewise of horses and other beasts sometimes burnt therewith, vh 
have the honour due unto the said dead corps. Some are of om 
that it n'as lapped in a linnen sheete of the flaxe called J«Ar 
which would not bee consumed with fire. 

■ The sumptuous Tombe that Queene Artemisia built for 
husband Mausolue King of Caria, and reckoned one of the a 
wonders of the world, was calleil Mmaotevm, after his name. Wi, 
upon, al such costly and stately monuments are bo named ; and i 
particularly, that of Augustus. Of which you may read m 
6 Geegraph. SlraJjonit, for ibe better explanation of this plae& 

101 

* Dtpnntam ajtad tr. Some read, npud at, tex viryin«* vettakt, i 
size of these Vestall villus had the custodie thereof, or at letuti 
brought the same forth, being committed to them all : and the sevei 
named Maxima, the Prioresse as it were, and goremesse of the r 
were lefl behind e. 

'' This hatli a reference unto the As, or pound waight Romi 
consiateth of 12 ounces, which standeth for the base and rule of tn 
other things: and namely heere for the entiere iuherituw* I 
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Augustus disposed of by his Inst will and testament. For, two third OCTAVIUS 
pttrts of 12 he gave unto Tiberius : and another third part unto Liviu, AUGUSTUS 
which made up the whole. C.XSAR 

° This was against the law Vocottia, which expreely provided. That no 
man should endow a woman in more then the fourth part of his goods. 
So that if a man died seixed of one hundred thousand pounds, hu wife 
might not enjoy the thirds, but onely 25000 pounds uid no more. 
Howbeit Augustus had a speciall indulgence and dispensation for this 

'' Albeit Tiberius had beeno loog before adopted his sonne, and 
tliereby may be thought to have assumed the names of his civil fatlier, 
into his stile : yet this suniimie onely of Augustus, would not be 
communicate with him, but left it oa hereditarie after his decease ; as 
ireth in Tiberius. As for Livia, after Augustus his death she waa 
immonly called Julia Augusta : how ever some writers retaine her 
une Liiia, and others againe in Augustus his life name her 
hj the figure Prolepna, because she caried that name after he 

lost copies of Suetonius you find this reading, Legarii populo 

Romano quadringenties, tribuhua tricia quiaqute*. In which words there 

may be thought a Tautolugie : for that the people of Rome and the 

Tribes (which were iu number 3fi) be all one. Therefore, some learned 

men have thought good to leave out the later clause wholly, or at 

leastwise, the word Tribuhtta. Others againe would have heere two 

legacies to be implied, the one of foure millens given generally in 

— imon to the whole bodie and people of Rome, the other of tnree 

leues and one halfe, to be distributed among the Tribes in 

to the poorest persons in everie Tribe according to the 

itioD of their ViamagMri. And these, put a distinction betweene 

iuAm and plehu, which pMis is heere understood under the name of 

Vmhui. Rut I leave it indilTerent, although I am not ignorant, that 

letimes Populut and Iribut be confounded and put the one for the 

er, as also that trihiu stand for the vulgar and meaner sort of the 

iple onely, expresly distinct from Popular, Eqailet and Senatorei, 

'hicfa the Poet termeth Sine notiiine turbam : and T, Liviua not 

nnaptly, Jgtiota capita. 

' (Vbich aniounteth by the computation of Budieus to three thousand 
and five hundred Myriades, 




ANNOTATIONS UPON 
TIBERIUS NERO C^SAR" 



chaitged it, into Appjua Claudius. Now, Atla saroretli 
Ureeke wonl Srctur, whicli ie iu guilty, not to set the sole of tbe 
lirmely upun the gruuod, but rutber lightly to tread as it wet 
tiptoe. lieereupon, as Festus nuteth, tliey that have that imperft 
iu their feete, whereby they can go no better, be caJled Atlee i < 
was tbe occasiuii, that one of the said hou^ tooke that name fin) 
so his posteritie after him. like as amouj^; the Romanes, of an 
occideut, Arose the name Agiyppa first : for that one was bonM 
the world with his feete forwu^. Aiid these additions, whethei 
were forenames or suraames in the hegiiininK> i^ skilleth not 
n continuance of time came to be forenames, and con 



<> If you have recourse unto tbe Originoll, Nero is a« much as Ni 
or NfvpsAqc, I. tfentatag or Savotiu i that is to say, well compi 
nerves and sinewes : and such are strong. 



• Seneca reporteth in his booke De BrevitaU Vila, cap. 12, 
this Claudius perswaded the Romanes first, to go to sea, and emb* 
whereupon he was styled Cawiex, which in our Latin is as mn< 
say, as the framing, and joyning together of many plants or til 
timber, which is the very Periphrases of a Barke. 

'■ One of his predecessoura who had a Jurisdiction there, gn 
that name, as having built likewise a Forum or Hall of Justice tl 
whereupon the Inhabitants of It uid tbe territour thereabout, o 
service to that court, as Clients and dependants to that Family, alfo 
this Claudius a meete place for him of Innovation and usurping uu 
All) dominioii. 

" Observtog signes Irom Birds, by their feeding, flying or othen 
that might give him warrant to go forward with the favour of 
Gods, in his Enterprise. 

'I Adoptions by order of Law, should follow tbe course of Nat 
whereby the sonne, omnot be elder Uian the Father. The cause 
he sought thus extraordinarily to bee adopted i 
he might be chosen Tribune of tlie Commons. 
274 



ANNOTATIONS 

• The UBuall manner in Rome was, tlist those pei-sons who were TIBERII^'J 
■nested for criminBll causes, during all the time of their trouble and NERO i 
triall, should chauuge tlieir apparell, and in st^ed of gotrnes which C.£SAS J 
were feire and white, put on other* iuUied and foule, thereby to 
rcie and compasaion of the people. Whereupon such BH 
were called Sordidali. 

' Tbeee Tribunes of the commons as may appeare id T. Livius 
were laeroianeti, i. Uuvioluble, and such as no violent hands nu^t 
bee laid upon. 

3 
I called, of Salinn; the salt pits or salt houses. For being 
Censor he set hh impoat upon salt, aud thereby augmented the 
revenewea of the State, little to the benefit or contentment of the 
people. 

4 
' the manner was, that Govemours of provinces, who (as they 
. ) would be counted b]»o, more courteoUK than others, should 
M|ueBted allow ernne of their lectors unto all Roman Senators that 
payred unto them, for to doe them honour : Cic. Ep, ad Comificium. 



^ In token of his uativitie there, which as they ^ve out, was borne 
be rood urblg tt orbit, i. Of Rome and the whole world besides. 



y way of flatterie they magnified their Princes. 



I * Some read, Luetuoiam, i. sorrowfull, in regard of many hurts and 

I ^ When a chariot is drawne by a teeme of foure steeds all in one 

r affront, as we may see tbem pourtraited upon divers coines, 

^n must needs hee that the two middle are joyned or yoaked as it were 
to the «])ire pole running b^tweene them ; and these be called luytot. 
The other two then are without, the one ou the left, and the other on 
the right side, called irap^opoi in Greeke, and in this place by our 
Autbnur Fuuales, because they are guided and ruled by a cord, or 
some reines ur cheiiie In lieu thereof. And say, that these quadrigae 
or foure steeds drawe two by two in files, one payre before the other : 
tJiose which be next unto the chariot be aptly t^led Jugatvs, and those 
before them beyond the spire, Fiinalet, of which, Tiberius rode upon 
one and Msrcellus upon the other. 
10 
' According to the vulgar speach, A'imia famUiarita* parit eon- 
temptum. 

14 
=■ These dice were called Tali, because at first they nsed with such 
pckall bones named Tali to play : but afterwards they were made of 
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TIBERIUS Ivory, gold, etc. Among- many sorts of sorcpriee and divinatiouB, mm 
NERO there wos by these bone« or dies, and the wisards that profea^ their 
C£SAR cunning in it, were termed 'ArjrpovoXojuivrtK. 
I '' For tlie greater light to this place, and better proofe of Thra«lliu 

skillj Dion repurteth, that when Tiberiua intended verily to thn* 
him doune headlong, he perceived him by his couuteuance to be 
mucli troubled and disquieted iu minde, whereapoii he demaunded the 
cause thereof^ and then Thrasyllus answered, that bf apecuUtioD o( 
the Stars he foresaw some present il&unger to liimaelfe, and so TlberioB 
durst not proceede to execute this intent of his. 

17 

■ Septa, was a place in Mare Field railed about at first like a shcepe 

Pen : whereupon it was called Ointia. But aftertrnrdii mounded trith 

.Marble stone, beautified also with stately gitlleries and walks, within 

which cloysture and precinct, the people oftentimes assembled about 



" Some read Bructero, of which name there is a uation, as well u 
of the Rhutnine iu (iaule. Others, Rutero, as if he meant oi 
those horsemen or riders iu Gennanie, which at this day be a 
Kutters. 

20 

" A long rol>e embrodred and garded with purple, 

branched with l>ate tree worke, a rich mautell of sundry colours. A 
chaplet of Laurel), n staffe and chaire, both of Ivorie. Liv. lib. 30. 



' By this iBuigmatiRall speech, Augustus compareth the state of the 
people of Rome, unto the niisenihte case of one, whom some savage 
and cruell beaat hath gotten hetweene his teeth, not devouring and 
dispatchiug him at once, but there holdeth and clieweth him a long 
while in exceeding paine ; alluding to the secret malice, and dreaming 
nature withall of Tiberius. 

'' It should eeeme that in adopting him, he used the^e very wordi, 
Hoe RMjnA. cmuaj'ucio, i. This doe I fur the common-wealthes nlM 
" Alluding to this verHO of Ennius in the commendation of j 
Fabiua Max. 

Uitui homo nobU eunctando renliluU rem. 
One niau alone by sage delay 
Iteator'd our state falt'n to decay. 

<■ In the tenth booke of hie Iliadt, where Diomede« i 
876 
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e of Ulysses, to exploit a peece of service wiLli liin 



, civeth him TIBERIt-, 
NERO] 



f The Tribunes of the 
t whenBuever they would. 
B Nobles. 



2S 



■ The cohort or liaiid of Souldiere which were of the Priiicen Guard, 
,.« called Pratoriani, taking- that Dame of Frtetorimti which sig^ilieth 
B Lord GeueralH Pavilion iti the campe, his Royall Pallace in Rome 
e where. As also the Lord Deputies house of Estate in any 
:e. Now those Souldiers that gave attendance Bud served in 
h place about the Priuce or Goveniour, were iotertained in better 
'dition than the rest, because tbeir ws^a wb£ greater, and the time 
eir service shorter. For Aumistus had set downe tbeir tenne 
e yearea, wbereae the rest, before they could be discharged, were 
-ve sixteene. 

■^ It may be thought, that Germaniciani aa well by the Grammatical! 
ftlogie of the letter, as also by some circumstance of this verie place, 
port a reference unto Germauicus the son of Drusus disceased. 
(ke as Vilelliaiii, Flaviani, etc. But the learned ohserve, that as an 
mie lying encamped or in Garrison, in Germanie, is properly in 
tin called Germanicutj so the Suldiuurs of the said Armie be fitly 
med Germaniciani. 

20 

" Hieee solemnities were exhibited about the midst of November, 
9 the other, named Romani, were held in the begiuning of 

isto be noted, that the name of /mpfraf or in the Roman Hiatorie 
I taken three waies : First, for him, who by commission or warrant 
n the $tate, hath the conducting of an Armie : and in this sense, 
E lath relation to Soaldiers, and is all one with Lord Generall of 
9ie field, or a commaunder, etc.,and the same that /Virf or was in olde 
time. Secondly, for a Victor or Conquerer, namely when such a 
Generall or chiefetaine hath by martial prowesse atchieved many 
valiant exploits, and put to sword such a number of enemies, as the 
law setteth downe. For then the souldiers were wont to salute him by 
the name of Imjterator, i. Couquerour. Lastly for a Soveraigne Prince, 
King and Monarch, lu the first acception, it is a meere Relative, in 
the second a surname, in the third and last, the forename of all tlie 
Rumane Emperours, to wit, from Julius C'wsar forward. Who although 
they wore not the Crowne and Diodeme, were neverthelesse abso- 
lute Princes, Soveraignes, Kings and Monarches. The want of tliis 
distinction may breed some trouble in the readers of the Romane 



tone. 



an 
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I TIBERIUS <" Made of Okc brstichei), or in defnult thereof, of some uUier tm 

NRRO bearing; msAt : whicli ^rlaiid by the first iustitiitiiiii, vas given to tlul 

C.SSAR souldier, who in battell had rescued a Citiiteii of Rome and $aved hk 

life. And afterwards, it, toother with the tAurell, beautified the 

gates of the Cirmrs Palaces, altliouf^h some of them were bloodi* 

TyraatSj and mftde no epare of their dtixeus and aubjects llTea. 



" The manner waa, if Prince or Senatour wens caried iu his litter, 
usually supported by eight bond-«ervantB, and thereupon called Oao- 
pharon, to have a compaiiie of Citizens in their gownes ftoing befon, 
and accompanying him by his side, as also certsine Ecri'itours to carie 
bis curule chaire of ivory bebinde. 

31 
" This free embwwage, called Libera legatio, was granted many timet 
to sucli, as being ileslmus eyther to travell and see forraine cauntries, 
or to Sy, for avoiding of dauiigerous troubles st home : therby to be 
better intertained abroad, and witli the more honest colour, to cod- 
ceale the occasion of their departure, and alisence as if they were sent 
from the state, about the affayres onely of Common- weale. 



* It was not ordinarie with the Emperimra to arcompauie the corpes 
unto the funerall Fire : but onely to vouchsafe their presence «t the 
Funerall Oration in the Forum or common place. This tbereRire may 
be attributed unto Tiberius his civill humauitie. 

'' It appeareth by Dion, that they had omitted to subscrihe the 
clause which went iu this forme, Vutu/acimiui pro le, Imperalor, i. We 
make our vowes (and pray) for Uiee O Emperour. 

33 
■ Causes were heard judicially, and Justice mitiistred, eytlier from 
a superiour place as the Tribunal!, or beneath upon the even and plaine 
ground, de plana, as the Lawyers speake, so tljat there were a Chaire 
or seat fur the judge to sit upon. And the said place of Justice 
wheresoever, eyther pro tribanali, or de piano poHta tella, is properly 
called Iu«: as Carolus Sigonus hatb observed, lib. 1, cap. fi, deJudieiit. 
Whereupon commeth the usuall phrase. In itu fncartf. It seemetb 
therefore, that Tiberius would c^nie into the Crniiitium or Hall of 
Justice, nnd take his place, sometime within the Tribuuall (for it was 
a spacious rowme) or else sit in his Curule chaire of Ivory beneath, as 
a moderator, which is expressed heere by the terme depi 



» As Marchpanes, Tarts, Gingerbreed, Custards, Sugred Bis] 
generally all manner of pastrie-cunceits, wrought with honie a 
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ANNOTATIONS 

b workemui is colled Duldnrim, atid the things, Bellaria MtUita, or TIBERIUI 
la. Tovea not onely needlease, but hurUull also to the bodie, NERO i 
[ig to tW in Aulua Gelliua, lib. 13, caji. 11, Noel. AtHc. ex VSSA&-\ 
Beiiaria ea manime aaid millila qiue meilila non rant : Il^^ifiaa^l 
irr^i, »ocieta» infida, t. Such junkets sort not well with Con- 

3S 
i Statutes there were aharpely puuiahitig tHe adulterie of 
}r mnried wives. An Act likewise pasHed in the Senate, 
|t no Person of Knights deG;re« or above, should play upon the stage, 
ifinmie swurd-tight, or combat with wild beastes forhire. Providinfr 
Bio preserve tlie honour of wedlocke entire, and to maintnine the 
pntation of Knighthood and Nobilitie. Those shameleaBe dame^t 
■refore, of whom Suetonius writeth in this place, eyther bemuse 
> would lie thought unworthie to be reckoned within the censure 
', or as Tacitus writetb, deemed to have abiddeu punishment 
I in making profession of so base a trade and life : these lewde 
> likewise, and unreclaimable uuthrifts Buffering themselves 



laiiner was at Rome, for Tonauntd to remoove and ftit out 
Be into another, upon the first day of July, like as with us, 
l^e feastes of Saint Michaell and the Auunciation of the Vii^n 
which are the ordinarie rent daies. 



I JosepbuB, lib. 18, Antiqait. Judaic, writeth that Tiberius sent 4000 
Ethem into Sardinia, an Hand lu Summer time especially, verie in- 
Blperate and unwholsome, as may appeare by that prebe Epigram 
iMartialis, wherein he opposeth the healthie Citie Tibur, to the 
pestilent Isle Sardinia. 



F This Callipidea, who gave occasion of this By-word, was a famous 
IKe-player, or one of these Mimt, counterfaiting otlier mens gestures, 
^riuldus Bupposetb. See Plutarch in Apophtheg. Laconic. 



* BiberiuB, a bibertdo, t. of drinking. Callus, n Calda, or CaUda, i. 
Mero of Merttm, i. atroog wine. An elegant Aguominiation ; 
' Oi digestion. 
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OffetHeredfouIn 
Amonif foui^footM 

* To iuvent and deriM 



> Alluding putlf to tin 
Latin, • goat, or to Karpt 
Quo viri naniu. 

* Seneca raporteth ibna, 
$§detiimm *uttm vidU, i. Ba 

*> Provided it waa by an ■ 
Cnnr Kctator, that do pen 
00 tatertia, that is, three ao 
a ralatiou to that order set i 
men and luuren should lay 
and houaea, etc. 



■ Aa we Mf, to make him 
of Jndgee were thej Quonm 
Boll. 



* Hie Oreeke Tone ii n 
AaMir, or Bl fi4 npawriit, r 



it not afler o: 



ANNOTATIONS 

For Id divers parts were different kludea of TIBERII? 



eeke called Dialects, to wit, Attick, lonick, ^ulick, etc. Like a 
Ifvtth us in Great Britaine a common Eaglish tongue goetb wel neere 
B'Hiroughout the vhole Iland, albeit tliere is a diversitf perceived 
I between the Scottish or Northren Euglish, and the Soutberne, be- 
Ibreene the Cornish and the Kentish, etc. 



■ In so doinc the bodie must needes be bared and some ebame 
F discovered which being sn Impietie before the sacred Images of the 
I Godi, was made Treason also before the Emperours Statue, unto whom 
' divine honours were exhibited. 

J59 
» The last Hexautichon or 6 verses, secmeth to make one entier 
BptRTsm by it selfe. Every Dielichon before, carieth a Beverall sense. 
-.And as for the first two, they seeme to have a reference to the time, 
Jrhiles he abode in Rhodes, before he was Sui lurit. 



W* At which times, both among the Greekes and Romuts *lso, the 
IS to forbeare Execution, yea and to ease priaonen of their 

^ As if under his person he had offered abuse unto the Emperour 

' He would say. The courage and generositys of the Romans died 
Ih them, seiug that none uroee to recover their libertie oppressed 
i trode under foote by this Tyrant Tiberius, 
p' Rather, two hundred and twentie. For Tacitus, lib, 6, Annul. 
□rteth, that all the suspected complices of Sejonus were killed, 
ail imm^naa ttragea, omnia aanis, omnia alaf, etc 
■ The like hypocriticall Religion was practised during the bloudie 
ascription in the Triumvirate. A young Gentleman nobly borne, 
cause he might not be killed lawfully, pratextatut, i. under age, and 
g stitl his embrodered garment praUxta, bee commaunded to 
'rile gowne, and so he was murtbered. Appiaa. Dio. 
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67 



o the studio of Astrologie, and 



B * The full stature of men in Italy, was six foot wanting two ynches, 

I men grew higher than sixe they were accompted exceeding tall, if 

} seven, (and to tiiat height men may grow, as Varro, Gelliua and 

'inuB doe writ«) they went for Giants. So that in Musters yong men 

« chosen ftoldiours, five foote high and t«n yncbea, which was called 

aStatwa. 
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TWELVE CjESARS 

TIBERIUS I* Some read tubili, and not eublUet, to signifie that euch punpls 
NERO continued not, but arose and fell at times, much like to those uiattts 
C£SAR PhyaitianB call Hidroa, Sudamina, or papula* ludorum, according ti 
Plioie, proceeding of heat or sweat, if tiie humoura be aharpe. 

" Such be termed in Greeke ^vaavxittt. And if we mav belwM 
the Physiognomie delivered by Aristotle : tbey be by nature aeoeltfUl 
and wilie, Kiveo to circumvent, entrap and supplant others. 

'' Comeuus Celsus, among- other good rules and precepts of Health, 
miteth thus, Santu homo qui et bene valet ct ma tpontit eti, nuiSi 
obiignre »e legibui deltt, ac ne medico neqat aliptu eytre, etc. But giTe 
he what directioiu he will, and let us say what wee can lu thia point, 
that men and women may be Physiciaus tu themselves, such 'a ibett 
missovemment In diet aud otherwise, that PhysitJons shall never want 
imployment And as touching thirty years of age, Tacitus addeth 
moreover and satth. That he * was wont tu mock those and hold them 
to be fooles, who after the said yeares had neede of other menii instmc- 
tioDB, tu know what waagoodorhurt^ll for their badie«^ \VhereupaD 
might ariae our English proverbe, A foole or a phyaician. 

70 

■ Such as were sung to the Harpe. In which kiode Pindami 
excelled amoDg the Grwkes, and Horace amoug the Ronuuu. 

^ One of Augustus [adopted] sonnes. Yet some read Julius Cmmr. 

71 

■ A word uauall with us in theae daies, for who knoweth not that 
Monopoly is, when one man engrosseth some commoditie into fait 
owne handes, that none may sell tlie same but himselfe, or from him? 

'' It signitieth in this place a peece of workmauship set upon a cup 
or other vessell of Gold or Silver to garnish the same, so fitted, as it 
may be put to, or taken away at our pleasure. The auncient Poets in 
Latin called such devises Ijuerta*. 

° Contrarie to Augustus Ceaar, whose manner was ever and anone 
in his speeches and writings to interlace Greeke words and sentences. 

72 

■ A place neere the river Tiberis, so called of a Navell fight ex- 
hibited sometime there, by Julius Cssar Dictator, within aspatious pit 
receiving water for that purpose. 

'' In the port high waies from Rome, the manner of the Romaot, 
was at everie miles ende to pitch dowue a great stone, and aiM^ording 
thereto were the miles reckoned, like as widi us in some places there 
stand croiisea of wood or stone to that end. 

" i. A creeping Dragon. Which implieth, that there be others 

winged, or at least wise supposed to Hie, in the common opinion of 

men. For the attribute, Serpeni, signifieth Creeping. Now, because 

' Tiberius, 



ANNOTATIONS 

all of them use most so to do^ the general name of Dragons^ goeth TIBERIUS 
under Serpents. And as for the wora Dragon, it is given to the whole NERO 
kinde for their quicke sight, comming of Draoo, in Latine, and hpoKMw CiESAR 
in Greeke, oir^ rov hptuLtiv, u of seeing. 

^ Becidkja pdor radke, say the raysitians. The relapse onto a 
former disease is more dajigerous, than it was before. 

73 

* It tooke the name of L. Lncnllus, the Lord thereof. 

75 

* A towne in Campania where he tooke so great delight, and a place 
infiunous for the licentious life of the in^bitants, whereupon grew the 
name of those lascivious and filthie Comedies, AteUatuB, A place I 
say suiting well to his beastly behaviour. As if he had beene nn- 
worthie to be conveyed to Rome, the Citie which so long before he 
had abandoned. 

^ As poore begger bodies were wont to be served in hast, by the 
common bearers, and not toUlj burnt with leasure. 
^ Where malefiu^rs ordiniurily were burnt 
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